Boulder County Hazardous Materials Team
General Response  

	Guideline Number
	2001

	Approved By
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Advisory Committee

	Date
	11-11-17




Scope: This guideline applies to all members of the Boulder County Hazardous Materials Team (BCHMT)

Purpose:  The purpose of this guideline is to establish standard procedures for General Response to an incident involving Hazardous Materials.

Guideline:

· When responding to a Hazardous Material call, all responding units shall go enroute with their home Dispatch center and then move to BCMAC for all internal radio traffic
· Coordinate with the IC for Command Channel and any other TAC channels as needed.
· Notify all pertinent agencies when appropriate, including but not limited to:  Boulder County Public Health, CDPHE, EPA, National Response Center, FBI, 8th CST, CSP, Local Law Enforcement.

· Request a spot weather forecast prior to arrival to establish an uphill and upwind staging area in the event of a release of a Hazardous Material.
· Weather considerations:
· Wind speed and direction
· Temperature
· Barometric pressure
· Humidity
· Chance of precipitation 

· Mitigate all Life Safety concerns 

· Establish Team Lead Positions: Hazmat Group Supervisor, Safety Officer, Entry Team Leader, Decon Supervisor, Research Officer, Site Access Officer and Medical Unit Officer.  All Team Leads must fill out the appropriate ICS paperwork.

· Establish clear and concise hot, warm, and cold zones using zone tape based on hazards present, weather conditions, and surrounding occupancies.  Initial zone should be 75 feet for solid, 150 feet for liquid, and 300 feet for gas.  Establish Safe Refuge area when necessary.

· Ensure Decon has been established. (Emergency, Technical or Mass)

· Select appropriate level of PPE based on placards and labels, shipping papers, SDS’s, onsite SME’s, information from Research Officer and any other pertinent information available.


· Monitor for 
· Radioactivity
· Corrosivity
· Flammable atmosphere
· Oxygen Levels (Enriched or Deficient)
· Toxicity


· Conduct a Safety Briefing before Entries.

· Perform an Initial Recon of the Hot Zone to establish parameters for mitigation of the incident.

· Mitigate the incident safely, effectively, and efficiently

· Turn scene over to appropriate Authorities

· Email all agency Incident Reports and ICS paperwork to the Team Lead.












