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Scope: This guideline applies to all members of the Boulder County Hazardous Materials Team
Purpose: To outline the policy and procedure for utilizing radio channels and tactical frequencies by the BCHMT.

Guideline:

General Information:

· The Boulder County Hazmat Team functions in all areas of Boulder County which includes three separate dispatch centers involved with any incident that requires the BCHMT for a full team callout

· The utilization of coordination and tactical frequencies is outlined in this SOG for the purpose of streamlining communications as a guide for responding apparatus and Hazmat Group Supervisors.

Initial Response:
· Upon receiving an initial tone for a Full Hazmat Team Callout, all apparatus should go en route with their home dispatch agency.
· Once units go en route with their home dispatch center, the apparatus should switch their tactical radio channel to BC HAZMAT for coordination with other responding hazardous materials units.
· BC HAZMAT is a channel dedicated to the BCHMT and is not utilized by other agencies. Units do not need to specifically request this tactical channel by a communications center in order to have authorization for its use.

Tactical Channels
· Incidents where the BCHMT has been requested may already have a tactical channel other than BC HAZMAT assigned to them. In this instance, it is appropriate for a representative or apparatus from the hazmat team to make contact with the IC to understand their needs and receive any requests, such as a staging area.
· In the event that an incident already has a tactical channel assigned, this will not alter the BCHMT’s use of the BC HAZMAT tac channel. This prevents unnecessary radio traffic and radio traffic specific to the hazmat team from affecting ongoing incident operations.
· Incident size and complexity will dictate the number of tactical channels assigned to any scene. The BCHMT will utilize the BC HAZMAT channel as their primary tactical channel for command traffic and scene coordination among hazmat apparatus. This is intended to allow the BCHMT to operate at the direction of the Incident Commander without impacting other emergency operations.

Entry Team Tactical Channels
· Once the BCHMT is established and has outlined the need for an entry, a separate tactical channel should be secured for the Entry Team Leader and the Entry and Backup Teams.
· This may be an additional channel that is secured through the communications center or a SIMPLEX channel on the incident.
· It is the intent of this channel to be utilized by only by the Entry Team Leader and the individuals assigned to the entry teams. No traffic should be transmitted over this channel that does not directly relate to the entry team.
· Authorization to transmit on the Entry Channel is reserved exclusively to the Entry Team Leader, the Entry/Backup Team, and the Safety Officer. 
· Tactical requests and radio traffic intended for the Entry Team should be routed through the Entry Team Leader for transmission across the assigned channel. (i.e. If the Hazmat Group Supervisor has a request, he/she should route that info through the Entry Team Leader rather than go direct to the Entry Team)
· The Entry Team Leader may authorize other individuals to go direct with the Entry Team on the channel with specific traffic for them (i.e. Allowing the Research Division to transmit instructions or provide guidance for particular objectives.)
· All units on the hazmat scene may monitor the entry channel traffic. It is the intent of this guideline to limit the transmission of unnecessary radio traffic to allow the entry teams free ability to transmit and not preoccupy or distract them with information that does not pertain to their operations.
