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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
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Union United Methodist Church Irmo, South Carolina

It’s Life, Jim
It’s 2022, and we’re still dealing with pandemic sickness and deaths, accumulated anxiety and social protocols. We’re
all a little tired of it and if honest, would like to blame someone for our troubles.
In the early 90’s there was a song that became popular with our youth group that was called “Star Trekkin” It was by
a British group called The Firm and was a parody of the TV series Star Trek. One of the lines from that song has been
going through my head of late, although I’ve edited it. The line in the song was “It’s life, Jim, but not as we know it,” and
it was repeated, over and over.
My edit reads, “This is life, as we now know it.” I say that to myself when I feel frustrations arise over endless re-scheduling and other adjustments. I’m telling myself, “This is life, as we now know it, so just get on with what needs to be
done.”
Dealing with shifting safety measures, nay-sayers, vaccinations and anti-vaccers, and the uncertainties of supply
chains and schedules is just the way life is done now, and probably will be for some time. Still, we move on in our discipleship and in making tangible the love of God.
Come to think of it, Jesus didn’t wait until the Roman occupation was over before he proclaimed the good news of
God’s favor and called disciples. He did then as he does now in his Spirit. He comes into the life as we now know it,
bringing his redeeming grace.

KNOW Christ, SHARE Faith, SHOW Grace

January

2022

How-ever life changes and challenges us, the love of God revealed in Christ is constant and true. And our calling as
a church family is to know that love and to make it known, regardless of the circumstances. We can spend our time
nostalgically, talking about “the good ole days.” Or we can spend our time complaining, taking about “the way things
‘should’ be.” I’m thankful there’s a third option, to say, “This is life, as we now know it,” now what would Christ have us
do?
Your church staff is planning for ministry in 2022 with this attitude. We know there will be many adjustments along
the way. We will do our best to communicate repeatedly about changes in protocols and schedules. You do your part
by actually reading the emails and announcements so that we can stay on the same page. And you can help with your
prayers, insights, hopes and helps.

The Living Christmas Story
On December 3-5, Union United Methodist Church held its 28th annual “The Living Christmas Story”. Cars were lined
down the streets of Irmo, waiting to drive through and enjoy the beautiful scenes of Bethlehem. According to the “census”, which was taken at the entrance, there were a total of 1019 cars and 3569 people that drove through the reenactment to experience life in the times of Jesus’ birth. “The Living Christmas Story,” had many people from the Irmo
community as villagers, blacksmiths, innkeepers, Herod’s Court, the marketplace and many more scenes that became
the town of Bethlehem. The nativity included parents and their baby, along with a live camel, donkey, and sheep.
We are very thankful for the 300+ people who joined our cast and crew to put together such anamazing event for the
community.

Or, to put it in Methodist lingo, together we can be a church family that makes disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, by committing our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and out witness.
I get to be in the position to repeatedly see how God uses the radical grace shared by Union members to change lives
and bring hope in difficult circumstances. Believe me, this may be life, as we now know it, but God is at work in the
midst of it all, bringing forth abundant life. Aren’t you glad we get to be a part of that!
Blessings to all, -Stephen

JAN
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Adult handbell practice
Youth Leaps of Faith
practice

07
09

UMC Basketball
tournament@Lyttleton St.
UMC
Please consider coming out to a
game to support and cheer on
our Union Basketball teams!

Union Day School
Union Day School’s full time program will begin August, 2022 and this
newsletter article contains some very important information for Open
House, registration for the entire school and brick purchase information.
January 30th is Open House for both programs within our Union Day
School including full and part-time ministries. Our director, some
staff and task force members will be located in all three buildings from
2:00- 4:30 p.m. to answer questions. The Education Building and Wesley
Center house the current part time program and the Family Ministry
Center will be housing the full time nursery and toddler programs.
Please enter the Wesley Center front entrance for both Wesley Center
and Education Building Tours. Family Ministry Center tour entrance is
through the reception area facing the perimeter drive. Signs will designate this area. Open House is an informational tour to ask questions and
view the school.
Registration opens February 22, 2022 for Enrolled Families and Union
Church members. February 28, 2022 is open registration for all
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Confirmation Welcome
Meeting - parents and
youth

Men’s basketball - freeplay
Church Council Orientation
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Confirmation Class will begins
and run Sunday nights at 5 p.m.
in conjunction with Youth Group.
Register at: https://union.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
and contact Rev. Sara Relaford or
Eleanor Cannon if you have any
questions.

community members. All registration will be available online or through completion of registration paper forms to the
Union Day School Office in the Wesley Center. There are limited spaces available.
The “Pave Your Way Campaign” will conclude January 31, so please complete and submit your brick purchase online
or form to the church office. The cost is $100.00 and this brick purchase will cement your memorial or honorarium for
a family or friend member in our brick walkway leading to our new playground. This walkway will be constructed in
late May after the new playground is built. Please pick up a brochure in the narthex of the sanctuary, church office or
online. If your child or grandchild attended Union Preschool, please support them and the school with this brick
purchase. We need you to complete by January 31th!
Finally, Union Day School will be hiring a full time Assistant Director to support our director and entire present and full
day school. Resumes will be accepted through the Union Day School office in the Wesley Center or online until the
position is filled. If you have questions, please contact Kathy Horne, Union Day School Director at kathy@unionirmo.
org. Union Day School has a reputation of being an outstanding preschool and kindergarten and this tradition continues with excellent staff and church support. Union Preschool now Union Day School has been named one of the ” Best
Private Schools” in our area. Please know our congregation’s support is appreciated through donations, brick
purchases and prayers.
Union Task ForceMarian Hanna, Tim Livingston, Suzy Broadus, Kathy Horne and Ann Copelan
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Save the Dates!

SonZone

January 15 - 3 p.m.- 6 p.m.
Feb 12 - 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
March 19 - 3 p.m.- 6 p.m.
April 9 – 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
May 21 - 3 p.m.- 6 p.m.
June 11 – 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

SonZone will resume our regular gatherings in the
new year on January 9th from 5-6pm. All 4th and 5th
graders invited to join us for some Winter fun in the
Education Building on the 2nd floor.

JAN
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Sunday School President’s
Meeting
Zimbabwe planning
session
Holy Land Trip Meeting
SonZone

Rosa Hook Circle Meeting
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Adult handbell practice
Youth Leaps of Faith practice

JAN
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Children from infant to 1st grade $10 per child,
includes lunch or dinner.
(Let us know of any allergies, when you sign up.)
RSVP the Wednesday before to:
Stacy.burggraf@gmail.com

Youth of Union Winter Retreat

Parents Time Out

We’ll stay together in a mountain
house where we’ll cook together, play
arcade games, watch movies in the
movie room, swim in the indoor pool
and have amazing fellowship together and much more.

Children ages infant to 1st grade $10
per child, includes lunch or dinner.
(Let us know of any allergies, when
you sign up.)
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The Living Nativity

Tapestry of Light
The Blessing Box
The presence of the Blessing Box continues
to be a needed resource for our community. Thank you for the donation of food
items. A collection box has been placed in
the Narthex for your convenience. As the
weather turns cool, please think of chicken n’ dumplings, ravioli with meat, hearty
soups and canned fruit.
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Youth Events
Join us weekly on Sunday mornings and evenings for fellowship,
great conversations, food, games
and fun!
The Sunday Schedule is as follows:
Morning Gathering - 10-10:45 a.m.
(with light breakfast)
Youth of Union - 5-7:15 p.m.
(with dinner, worship, games & small groups)
Confirmation - 5-7:15p.m.
(January thru June)
*Note that the LAST Sunday of each month is
Pancake Breakfast in the Underground at 10 a.m.!
Friends are ALWAYS welcome and encouraged!
For more information, check out the website at
www.UnionIrmo.org/Youth

JAN
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JOIN OUR TEXTING PLATFORM TO GET UP TO DATE TEXT
MESSAGES ABOUT ALL THINGS YOUTH OF UNION!

SonZone
Disciple 1 & 3 Bible Study

*Open a new text message. In the “to” space, where you
would enter a phone number, you enter 84576.
In the space where you would write a message, you enter
YouthOfUnion.
Send message and await the automated response.*
BE SURE TO CLICK THE LINK AND COMPLETE THE
REGISTRATION! This is VERY important!
Contact: Eleanor Cannon
Director of Youth and Leisure Ministries
eleanor@unionirmo.org

Church Office Closed
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Disciple 1 & 3 Bible Study
Youth Basketball Practice

Leaving a Legacy for Union’s Future: Union United Methodist Church
Endowment Fund
The purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide a revenue stream to enhance and expand the ministries of Union
UMC. This could be funds for facilities improvements which draw people to our campus or funds to enable a new
community outreach ministry; we are only limited by our imagination. A gift to the Endowment Fund is a permanent
gift which means the principal gift cannot be spent. The gift will maintain its buying power because the principal
will grow by the inflation rate. The income from the principal, as well as the appreciation of the principal, provide the
revenue stream to enhance and expand Union’s ministries. There are many ways for you to remember the Endowment
Fund in your estate planning. If you would like to know more about how you can make a gift to the Endowment
Fund, then please speak to one of the Endowment Committee members below or contact the Church office at susan@
unionirmo.org and request that one of the Committee members reaches out to you.
Endowment Committee members
					Charles Ayers		David Elam		Lewis Milligan
					Tony Chapman		Ken Hubbard		Jon Rychener
					Becky Dixon		John Mendenhall
Rob Thompson
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HIGH SCHOOL winter retreat to Pigeon Forge/Gatlinburg! We’ll stay together in a mountain house where
we’ll cook together, play arcade games, watch movies
in the movie room, swim in the indoor pool and have
amazing fellowship together. Of course, we’ll also visit
areas of Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg as well! The purpose of the retreat is fellowship and spiritual renewal!

Text: YouthofUnion (all one word - NO spaces)
To: 84576

Ladies Leaps of Faith
rehearsal
Jr. Leaps of Faith
rehearsal

Youth of Union: Jan 14–17, 2022
High School Winter Retreat
to Pigeon Forge/Gatlinburg

Important Communication Info. Stay In The Know!

Support Union Basketball!
Please consider coming out to a game to support and
cheer on our Union Basketball teams! Game days and
locations vary, so there is surely one that will fit your
schedule! Contact Eleanor Cannon for schedules and
locations! Eleanor@unionirmo.org or 912-332-2606.

JAN
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Banner Babes
Upper Room Bible Study
Sarah Circle Meeting

Middle School Retreat
Lock In

22

We’ll head over to Stars & Strikes to
play and eat and play some more
before getting into more shenanigans through the night!
See more info. below.

Middle School Retreat Lock In

will be January 22-23rd at Union. We’ll head over to Stars & Strikes to play and eat and
play some more before getting into more shenanigans through the night! Think food,
movies, crazy games, friends, pranks and loads of fun! We’ll wrap up the lock in with
worship together and pancakes in the Underground on Sunday morning. Friends are
welcome! Register here: https://union.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1087413

REVOLUTION 2022

Will be a ONE DAY event on January 29th at the Township Auditorium! We’ll meet at Union and ride buses over to the Township for
this INCREDIBLE event of worship with Stars Go Dim as the worship
leaders! Don’t miss out on the spiritual renewal, worship & fellowship
of this great event! Registration includes a tshirt! Friends are always
welcome! Register here: https://union.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/1087155
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United Methodist Women
				

Columbia District United Methodist Women, Virtual Local Unit Officer Training
Saturday, January 15, 2022 10:00AM

All Columbia District United Methodist Women Local Unit Officers are encouraged to attend this virtual training event.
Workshops will be structured to accommodate small-group interactive discussions and exchange of leadership ideas
that each officer can share with her UMW Unit or Circle. Follow the link below to register for this on-line training event.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwode6vqjwiEte2qJRAKYhGfdKqkags5FL5

Jan

23

UMC 101

Banner Babes

UMC 101 is an introductory course
to Union United Methodist Church,
taught by the pastors.

Upper Room Bible Study

25

Youth Basketball Practice

Christmas “Special Donations” for Sharing God’s Love- 2021
Given by Linda and Don Walker in honor of and with love for our grandchildren, Brayden and Elle Yeargin
Given by E.R. and J.L Zents in memory of our parents and in honor of our children
and grandchildren
Given by Vickie and Richie Eisenmen in loving memory of Jan Croft, missed always.
Given by Vickie and Richie Eisenmen and their Disciple Class in honor of Becky Travis as she leads our Disciple class. We appreciate your dedication.
Given by Glenna Dean, Joe and Sarah Wildt in loving memory of Glenna Dean’s special mother and Sarah’s
sweet “Gammy”, Glenna Ackerman.
Given by Ann and John May to the Glory of God and in memory of all our loved ones.
Given by Ann and John May to the Glory of God and in honor of our children
and grandchildren
Given by Lisa Milligan to the Glory of God and in honor of our parents and grandparents, Lewis and Arlene
Milligan
Given by Lisa Milligan to the Glory of God and in memory of my precious sister, Alice Milligan
Given by Jeannie Jeter in memory of my husband, Paul Jeter.
Given by Ann and Jim Martin in memory of Jarret Davitte
Given by Ann and Jim Martin and Catherine Latiff to the glory of God and in loving memory of Elizabeth
Bruner.
Given by Ann and Jim Martin to the glory of God in thanksgiving for our precious children
and grandchildren.
Given by Ann and Jim Martin in memory of Beth Huebner.

For more Information, contact Rev. Taylor at stephen@
unionirmo.org Brochures with more information on the
trip are available in the Church Office Reception Area.
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UMC 101 - Jan 23, 30 and Feb 6
from 10-10:50 a.m.

YAMS

UMC 101 is an introductory course to Union United Methodist
Church, taught by the pastors. It is for new members, persons
considering membership, or those who have been members and
would like a refresher on the basics. Basic beliefs, Our Worship
and Sacraments, How We Get Things Done and The Mission and
Opportunities at Union are just some of the topics discussed. The
class will meet in the Chapel from 10-10:50 a.m.

JAN
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PEP!

Join us at Craft & Draft Irmo,
Thursday, January 20 at 6 p.m. for
fellowship & a chance to welcome
Rev. Sara Relaford to Union!
Contact Zoe Ayers 803-920-0929
if you have questions!

REVOLUTION 2022

Jan. 27th at 12:30 p.m. we will have PEP!
Lunch of soup and sandwiches along
with a program on Identity Theft. Signups
and payment of $8.00 per person are due
by Sunday, Jan. 23rd. Signup sheets are
located in Sunday School Classes.

29

Will be a ONE DAY event on January 29th
at the Township Auditorium! We’ll meet
at Union and ride buses over to the Township for this INCREDIBLE event of worship
with Stars Go Dim as the worship leaders!

Given by Sharon and John Hanson in honor and memory of our parents and brother,
Jim Hanson.
Given by Jo Mooney in memory of Terry Gene Mooney.
Given by Judy Folk in loving memory of my dear husband, Marion Folk, Jr. You are truly missed.
Given by Arlene and Lewis Milligan to the glory of God and in memory of our daughter
Alice Milligan.
Given by Arlene and Lewis Milligan to the glory of God and in honor of our children, their spouses, and our
grandchildren.
Given by Debbie Goodman in honor of Jim Martin – thank you for all your help. God bless you!
Given by Debbie and David Bruner in memory of our daughter, Elizabeth.
Given by Debbie and David Bruner in memory of Paul Jeter.
Given by Debbie and David Bruner in memory of Terry Mooney.
Given by Debbie and David Bruner in memory of Jane Moshell.
Given by Reva and Jim Miller in honor of Tom and Cindy White, and in memory of “Tinkie”.
Given by Reva and Jim Miller in honor of Burton and Mary White.
Given by Reva and Jim Miller in honor of Cathy Miller and in memory of Robbie.
Given by Reva and Jim Miller in honor of Judy and John Vitters, Mary Ruth and Jim Negro, Elaine Bouxsein, Frank
Bouxsein and Mary Sue. Merry Christmas and thank you for sharing Justin, Llora and Phil with our family.
Given by Sharon and Richard Young in memory of our parents, Dr. and Mrs. Frank R. Young and Mr. and Mrs.
Woodrow C. Toothman
Given by Judy Weston in loving memory of Steve Weston. I miss you.
Given by Betty and David Moxley in honor of our grandchildren, Elizabeth and Lofton Moxley.

The 2022 flower calendar for
9:00 a.m. worship is now in the
Narthex. Cost is $42.50 per vase.
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Memorials November 29th- December 25th
Given in memory of
Glenna Ackerman: By Sandra Steele, Joe Mac and Annie
Bates, Mandy and Charles Ayers, Buffy and Will Murphy,
Dr. Marsh and Mrs. Lynn Willis, Jane and Bryan Graham
Brenda Jackson: By Will and Buffy Murphy, Suzie and
Tom Gammon, Sandra Kammermann and Robert Valois,
Barbara and William Hammett, Glenda Stephens,
Dorothy Herterick, Dr. Marsh and Mrs. Lynn Willis
Rachel Risinger and Clinton Parnell
Tommy Bailey: By Mandy and Charles Ayers
Gaye Fann: By Gaye Fann
Tommy Bailey: By Jerry Todd
Mac McEntire: By Jerry Todd
Bob Teeter: By Jerry Todd

Thomas Willyerd: By Jerry Todd
Don Pertl: By Danny Williams, Jane and Bryan Graham
Frances Gunter: By Jane and Bryan Graham
Ted Olmstead: By Jane and Bryan Graham
Delma Tanner: By Susan and Tim Vinson

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class will begin January 9th, 2022 and
run Sunday nights at 5 p.m. in conjunction with Youth
Group. Register at: https://union.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events and contact Rev. Sara Relaford or
Eleanor Cannon if you have any questions.

We extend our sympathy to the following families at
the loss of their loved ones: IN MEMORIAM

Our Ministry Team

Thomas Willyerd-September 6, 1983 - November 26, 2021
Yvonne Conrow-Mother of Chris and Larry Blosser
Maxwell Joseph Lampl-January 27, 1998 - December 10, 2021
Son of George W. Lampl, III and Patricia Hames Lampl
Grandparents, Herb Hames and Llewellyn Hames
Rick Harley- Father of Chris Harley and grandfather of Harrison
and Abby Harley

Senior Minister
Rev. Stephen P. Taylor

NEW MEMBERS

Sarah Nicholson (12/12)

Minister of Visitation
Rev. David Anderson

ROSEBUDS-Celebrate the births of

Church Administrator
Susan Vinson

Gage Franklin Metzler, Born 11/23/21
Parents: Jonathan and Beth Humphries Metzler
Brother of Emmett, Grandparents: Terri and Tony Humphries
James Christopher and Benjamin Liles Adams
Grandparents are Steve and Kathy Taylor
Jason Matthew Austin-Born on Dec. 15th, son of Valerie Swager,
and grandson of Barbie Igo

BAPTISMS

Vivian Kate Orr
Parents: Stephen and Ashley Orr
Sutton Joy Monts
Grandparents: Steve Storick and Mary Audrey Ackerman

Associate Minister
Rev. Sara Relaford

Administrative Assistant
Erin Schoolmeester
Finance
Barbara Tanner
Director of Communications and Promotions
Amanda Lovett
Director of Music Ministries
Don Kirkindoll
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UMC 101

Union Day School Open House

Confirmation Class

See the article on page 2.

SonZone
Jr. Leaps of Faith
rehearsal
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Union Returns to Zimbabwe March 26-April 8, 2022
Where is the Need?

Chitenderano UMC, Nyazura, Zimbabwe - Completion of their church which is a
vital resource to the community for worship, refuge, and community outreach.
Hartzell High School, Old Mutare Mission Centre, Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. Hartzell is
rebuilding after a fire in 2019 destroyed 8 classrooms and their library.

JAN
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Disciple 1 and 3 Bible Study
Youth Basketball Practice

PEP!

Bingo-Board Games Resume back Thursday, Jan.13th, 1:00 p.m.
in the LL Fellowship Hall. Also, Jan. 27th at 12:30 p.m. we will
have PEP! Lunch of soup and sandwiches along with a program
on Identity Theft. Signups and payment of $8.00 per person are
due by Sunday, Jan. 23rd. Signup sheets are located in Sunday
School Classes.
For more information please contact
Phyllis at phyllisplyler@gmail.com

Ishe Anesu, Mutare, Zimbabwe - Afterschool Program that serves 70 children living
in extreme poverty.

The Union Connection
Deadline: 15th of each month

2022 Pledge Cards

The Union Connection is a monthly publication of Union
United Methodist Church.

If you haven’t already done so, please submit your 2022 pledge card as soon as possible so that Finance can make
plans for ministry and missions in 2022. Pledge cards are available in the church office or online pledges can be
securely submitted by going to www.unionirmo.org/a_future_with_hope
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Articles should be submitted to Amanda Lovett,
Director of Communications and Promotions, by the
15th of each month via email; Amanda@unionirmo.org.

Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
Michelle Cochcroft
Facilities Manager
Ned Calvert
Asst. Facilities Manager
Steve Ragan
Director of Preschool/Kindergarten
Kathy Horne
Director of Ministries to Children & Families
Suzy Broadus
Director of Youth and Leisure Ministries
Eleanor Cannon
Nursery Coordinator
Stacy Burggraf
Production Manager
Jake Cosentino
Organist
Joey Rothfuss
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Union United Methodist Church
7582 Woodrow Street
P.O. Box 705
Irmo, SC 29063-0705
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Visit us on the Web at www.unionirmo.org
If you would like your name removed from this newsletter
mailing list, please contact the church office at 803-781-3013.

Dated Material
Please Deliver Immediately

UNION

Connection
Union United Methodist Church Irmo, South Carolina

Sunday worship times:
9 a.m. Traditional worship
11 a.m. Contemporary worship
Telephone: 803-781-3013
Fax: 803-781-3034

www.unionirmo.org

Ministers:
Rev. Stephen P. Taylor, Senior Minister
Rev. Sara Relaford, Associate Minister

