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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
BRUCE TRIBUTE

Another month has come and gone. The branch has done well, bringing in lots of parties
and events. Sunday, February 22nd, our Team Canada faced Team USA in the Olympic
Gold Medal Hockey Playoff. Branch 255 was allowed to open early in the morning and
the response was amazing. The bar was open and the kitchen served breakfast to a good
crowd of early-birds. Sadly, our team did not win Gold, but definitely “ fought the good
fight” to bring home the silver medal.

Branch elections are up-coming in April and nominations will take place at the March
General Membership meeting. We ask all members to give some serious thought to those
of you who you would like to have running your Legion. It is important that you talk with
those you wish to nominate and ask them if they would actually like to run for the position.

Our new stove has been delivered and installed in the kitchen. It is shorter than the
previous unit, as per the Fire Inspector’s specifications but is high quality and should last
many years to come. We are currently shopping for a cooler to be located in the North
store-room for use by the kitchen to free up space in the walk-in cooler.

Smoking has long been an issue at the Branch. Ash trays have been provided both in the
East-side parking lot, and in front of the building. Municipal by-laws mandate that smoking
should not occur within 30 feet (9 metres) of any entrance. Some of you are congregating
and smoking so close to our entrances, that patrons are unable to reach the doorways.
We could be fined by the City if this continues. Also, CIGARETTE BUTTS BELONG IN
THE ASHTRAYS, NOT ON THE GROUND AROUND THE BUILDING. Thank you for
your co-operation.

As warmer weather is just around the corner, we, the executive of RCL Branch 255
would like to wish you all a HAPPY SPRING..... Cheers
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POPPY REPORT
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR

Poppy Report: Current Poppy Bank Balance is $102,624.45
All financial reports for the Poppy Fund have been completed including the Government
Charitable report.

We have ordered and received a supply of the new Legion 100th Anniversary pins. They
are on sale at the bar for $10. They are going fast so get yours while we have them. All
profits made from sales will go into the Poppy Fund.

January activity included helping 2 Veterans in need of medical assistance not covered
through normal financial channels. We are starting to see donation requests from
organizations that aid Veterans. We will present these requests for approval throughout
the year.

Note: Our Branch will always have emergency Food Cards available for our
Veterans. If you know of a Veteran who could use this assistance, please have them
contact the Branch.

SPORTS REPORT
DAN CROCKETT - CHAIR

In February we had one team from Branch 255 play in District Euchre we are pleased to
announce that they won the whole tournament and will be going to Provincials!, also next
year Branch 255 will host District Euchre!

Big congratulations to the team of Dan Nix, Gary Best, Stephane Gallagher and Al Nix!




VETERAN BULLETIN
MARTY FLANAGAN

The RCL #255 Veteran Banner Program will start up in April. Applications will be available
at the Branch (Table by the front door) on Saturday April 4th . Cost of a 2026 Banner has
yet to be determined but the cost for 2025 was $190.00 to give an idea.

On Saturday April 18th, from 1-3pm at Branch #255, we will be accepting banners from
those who had a new banner in 2025. The cost for 2026 will be $40.00 (cash only please).
You only need to bring your banner; we already have your paperwork. Only those who had
their banners up in the first year of 2025 are eligible. If you had a banner up in 2025 for
the second year you will need to order a new banner for 2026. This is due to the banner
manufacturer warranty and that after 2 years, we want banner sponsors to have a banner
that is not battered by the weather elements.

On Saturday April 25th from 1-3pm at Branch #255 we will be accepting new applications
for the banner program. You need to bring in the application form, fee (cash only please)
and a picture of the veteran. If you have a scanned picture that is great, but we can also
scan any picture (8.5 X11 and smaller) on the day of bringing in the application. It will be
first come, first served, and we cannot guarantee that your application will be accepted.
We have 50 slots and part of those will be filled but the first-year banners from 2025.

**ALL DATES ARE TENTATIVE. ONCE THE DATES ARE SET, THAT WILL BE PASSED ON**

More info to be provided once they become available.
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Attention All Veterans -Spouses of Veterans and Widows of Veterans

The Provincial Service Officer will be visiting the Windsor area on March 20th, 2026. The
purpose of the visit is to discuss any medical, financial,or housing needs you may want to
discuss with her. If you want an interview please fill out the form, which is posted on the
center board in the Charlie Hamilton Room of RCL Branch 255. Only your name and
phone number is required. Return the completed form to the bartender. | will then call you
with an appointment time.

David Jarvis
Service Officer
RCL BR 255




BAR REPORT
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR

The bar continues to do well; actually, January sales were up over 20% from last
January. February looks like another solid month as we had many activities booked
including a great turnout for our Superbowl party. Our Saturday meat draws continue to
do well and at times require 2 bartenders to be on staff. Please be patient with our
bartenders as they do their best to keep the lines short. Success is a wonderful problem
to have. March looks promising as well. We have many events planned including our big
St. Patty’s Day on the 17 th . The bar will be open at 11am. This is always a busy day so
get here early to reserve your spot.

We have Black Orchid playing on the 7th and they always draw a large crowd. Sixties
Live is playing Tuesday March 3rd and the 31st . Bar sales are what keep the Branch
open and allow us to continue to support our Veterans and our Community, which this
Branch does extremely well.

| want to thank our bartenders for their continued excellent service. This Branch is
extremely busy at times and your patience and gratitude with them is much appreciated.
Please continue to invite your family and friends to the Branch. Many have become
members and/or volunteers for the Branch.

MEMBERSHIP
KEN MARSHALL - CHAIR

According to the Branch register, we have 593 members including about 120 Centenary
new members. Of those new members, approximately 50% have renewed for 2027 .

Please welcome these new members when you see them in the branch.

JOIN THE ROYAL CAMADIAN LEGION SCAN THE CODE TO BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Riverside Branch 255 Windsor, Ontario N85S 1844 OR VISIT https://portal.legion.caljoin

By joining the Yo DONTT hive
Lirggion you ane lo be a Valeran
supporting or ave a family
VETERANE | member who is or
their families was & Veteran to
RCMP and your | join the Legion.
Communily




HONOURS & AWARDS COMMITTEE
OLGA SCHUTZ - CHAIR

At the January membership meeting, Martin Flanagan was unable to attend that meeting
when we presented the Certificates of Appreciation. We all know him as Marty, and now
we are proud to present him with his Certificate of Appreciation.

Marty was a dedicated partner in persevering with the completion of our first Veteran's
Memorial Walkway in time for the Nov 11th Remembrance Day, 2025. As well as being a
proud supporter of our Legion, Marty is also actively involved with our community BIA,
leads the Banner Project, and works tirelessly during Legion Week. Marty also does meat
draws and 50/50 as well as coordinating the Veteran's dinner and Remembrance Day
ceremony here at the Branch. Marty is also our liaison with the Ladies Auxiliary, as well
as the founder (Jan/25) of our newly RCAF veteran's group where great memories of
yesterday are now shared.

Our Committee would also like to recognize a number of BR255 members for their Year-
Pins & Medals as follows: (Presented) — members having received their year-pins, unable
to attend meeting).

5-Year Pin

Tracy Lynn Magone — Affiliate member
Glenn Magone — Associate member
Pauline Bisson — Affiliate member

Linda Boldt — Affiliate member

Joe Baylo — Ordinary member - (Presented)

10-Year Pin
e Tim Souillier — Affiliate member

20-Year Pin
e Elaine Dunn — Associate member
¢ Jim Dunn — Associate member

25-Year Pin
o Kelly Robinson — Affiliate member (Presented)
o Gary Marshall — Associate member
o Garrett Hawco - Associate member




HONOURS & AWARDS COMMITTEE CONTINUED...
OLGA SCHUTZ - CHAIR

40-Year Pin
e Mike Burke — Associate member

45-Year Pin
e Marilyn Bremner — Associate member

50-Year Pin and Medal
e Larry Faubert — Ordinary member
e Dan Carroll — Associate member
o Keith Bremner — Associate member
e Randy Louwagie — Associate member

We will continue to give presentations and recognition to our valued volunteers who help
promote and give generously of their time and efforts to make Br255 a home and place for
all to enjoy, support, and be proud of!

COLOUR GUARD
CHANTALE DAVIS

On December 28th, 2025, the International Bantam Midget Hockey Tournament took
place at the WFCU. At the opening ceremonies, the Colour Party participated in the
carrying on of the colours to the beat of bagpipes.

There were no events scheduled for the Colour Party in January.

During the month of February the Colour Party participated in the following event;

On Sunday, February 15th, the Colour Party presented the flags at the Essex Centre
Sports Complex for the 6th Annual Hockey game Army vs Navy. The Navy Drill Team was
also with us in support of their team.

Our next event won't be until Thursday, April 9" or the WW1 Memorial service held at Hall
& Ypres Ave. Please do your best to come out to these important events!

And lastly, there is always room in our Colour Party for more recruits. We are proud to be
in the Colour Party honouring & paying our respects to our fallen veterans!




SERGEANT AT ARMS
CHANTALE DAVIS

This month we took part of the Army vs Navy fundraiser game. We are still looking to
increase our members if interested see the Sergeant At Arms. We are now in our quieter
time. We look forward to see all throughout the coming month at our events.

Congratulations to the winners of the
Royal Canadian Legion Remembrance Day
Literacy and Poster contest!!!

Princess Elizabeth Public School St. Rose Catholic School




LIASON FOR UNIT 2828 CADET CORPS
OLGA SCHUTZ

Fundraisers:
Pasta fundraiser — Due to unforeseen circumstances, the February 9th, 2026 fundraiser
was Cancelled for now.

Cadets:
Field Training Exercise (FTX) - There will be a joint (2828 Cadet Corps & 202 Cadet
Corps) weekend Field Training Exercise at a location and date yet to be determined.

Monthly Training Schedule - Cadets, ranging in age from 12 — 18 yrs of age, train and
have classroom studies every Monday of the week from September to end-June. All new
recruits begin in the Green Star training program and then proceed to Red, Silver, Gold,
and finally Master Cadet. Each program requires different levels of skills, proficiency, and
self-discipline to be mastered.

The Advanced Leadership Program - (ALP) Notices to Senior cadets have been emailed
for all concerned for registration purposes. These are mandatory courses to complete the
program level training.

Marksmanship - The Corps participated in the competition held at the Armouries on

Feb. 7th. It was well attended and although they didn't place top two, they enjoyed the
experience and are looking forward to trying out for next year's team. The corps will start to
have shooting days on Saturdays to allow the cadets to come out and practice if they want
to (not mandatory) but will be open to all cadets.

Summer Camps — Cadets interested in applying for 2026 Summer Training are asked to
go to the DND summer training website for courses that they are eligible to apply for.
Cadets must be a Red Star cadet or higher to apply.

Recruiting — The unit currently has 82 cadets on strength (only 50% attending). The
Support Committee continues to ask the parents to become involved in supporting the unit
on the Support Committee.

Our Support Committee meeting was held on Monday, February 23rd, 2026 at the
Armouries. Meetings are held every last Monday of the month.




National Notable Dates for the 2026 Calendar Year!

The following are national days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion that raise
awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something. Also
included are national Legion activities. Branches may wish to promote these dates or
organize related activities. Dominion Command promotes many of these dates through our
social media channels. Selected commemorative dates may be promoted on significant
anniversaries. We encourage Branches and members to share Legion national messaging
from our social media channels:

MARCH

» 2nd Monday - Commonwealth Day (RCEL support)

* 3rd World Hearing Day

« 8th International Women'’s Day

» 12th Canada’s military mission in Afghanistan Afghanistan ends (2014)
+ 30th Battle of Moreuil Wood (1918)

* Lapsed member reminders
= I

SENIOR POEM, ESSAY, MEMOIR, SHORT STORY 2026
COMPETITION DEADLINE - SATURDAY, March 21, 2026

. Open to all seniors aged 55+ (do not have to be a Legion Member)

Must complete and attach official registration form

Must be original, written by the contestant and be unpublished

Must be submitted in English or French

Must not exceed the line or word limits specified

Must be ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION ONLY NO HARDCOPIES AACCEPTED
Name on application and title page only contestants may submit only one entry in any /
each category

8. Submission must include a cover page stating the title, author's name and entry word
count - if a family member or volunteer types the entry, please indicate in body of email
9. Biographies that are submitted must include written consent of the subject, if living

N ook wOdb -~

Entry forms are available upon request. EMAIL tjmacdonald@amtelecom.net and submit
entry with entry form to the above clearly marked email.




VETERANS

Starting January 1st, 2026, veterans and members of the Canadian Armed Forces can ride
for free on UP Express when travelling with their Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian
Military Service ID. This includes regular and reserve force members.

How to take advantage of the new fare type Starting January 1, you just need to make
sure you have your Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian Military Service ID whenever you
are travelling on UP Express to qualify for free travel.

If you are carrying your valid ID after January 1, there is no need to tap your PRESTO card.
If you do, you will be charged a standard fare. Accepted National Defense ldentification
(NDI) cards include:

o Valid permanent Canadian Forces Identification Card - NDI 20

o Canadian Armed Forces Veteran Service Card - NDI 75

o Temporary National Defense Identification Card - NDI 10

Veterans who do not have a Veteran's Service Card can apply for one through VETRANS
AFFAIRS.

MILITARY RECOGNITION BOOK
Jim Dunn / Chair

As the “Keepers of Remembrance”, Ontario Provincial Command is proud to publish an
annual Military Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans
who have or are living in the Province of Ontario. Veterans who have either served or are
still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces qualify for
a submission publication. Volume 12 is in. Now taking application for Volume 13.




BINGO REPORT
KATHY PATTERSON

In January we had 5 bingo assignments. We received $3,769.63 from Breakaway Bingo
for these assignments. We donated $3,600 to charities in January.

| | BINGO
Thank you to all the volunteers who help with the bingos. c-ZH
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ENTERTAINMENT
SUE YABLONSKY

St Patty's Day is fast approaching, we will have entertainment the whole day. The Legion
will be opening at 11:00am. We will start the day with the Emerald Isle Dancers at 11:30,
then from 12:00 until 3:00 Chris Bolister will be here singing. And from 3:30 until 7:30 we
will have McOld and McYoung. We will have a 50/50 draw and the kitchen will be having
specials going on. This is always fun busy day so we hope to see everyone come in and
get their green on!

On March 22nd we will be having a "Sip and Paint" party. Tickets will be priced at $40 and
this will include a drink. Any money made from this event will go towards our roof. There
will be a limited number of tickets that we can sell so watch our Facebook page and look
for posters up in the branch for when tickets go on sale.

Tickets for Mudmen are on sale at the bar, we have sold almost half our tickets so if you
are interested in coming we suggest you get them soon. They will be here Saturday April
11th and the show starts at 8:00 pm. All sales are final.

[ a

WEEKLY MEAT DRAW

Meat up for our Raffle" Enjoy some comradeship!!
MEAT DRAW & 50/50 DRAW Every Saturday 2-5pm

“The friendliest Legion where everyone knows your name."...




DONATIONS
SUE YABLONSKY

For the month of February, we will be donating $1200.00 to each of the following
charities:

The Welcome Centre Shelter for Women
The Windsor Goodfellows

Windsor Homes Coalition Inc

Adopt a Vet

We will also be donating $350 to The Make a Wish Foundation, $500 to Transition to
Betterness and $2500 to The Learning Disabilities Association of Windsor-Essex
County.

We would like to thank everyone who donated pasta and sauce for our local food
banks.

During our 100th Anniversary, all new members can join
The Royal Canadian Legion for free for 2026!

Your membership will help strengthen the Legion and our support for Veterans and our
communities across the country. Plus, there are lots of great ways to get involved and
have fun through your location Legion Branch! https://portal.legion.ca/join

100 Years of Service to Canada
Since 1926, the Legion has stood with Veterans, honoured the Fallen, and strengthened

communities across the country.
Celebrate the Legion’s Centenary

2026 is a historic year for the Legion — 100 years of service, community impact, and
Remembrance.

Throughout the year, we're launching special initiatives, sharing stories from our past, and
hosting events that bring Canadians together. From local Branch activities to national
programs, there are many ways to take part, honour our legacy, and help shape the
Legion’s future.




PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO SUPPORT OUR BRANCH

“ Let them know that you seen their ad in our Bulletin”

HALLMARK
MEMORIAL CO.

DS TIRCTIVE OWLIMENTS
GRANITE BRONGE
SEFVNG ALL CEMETERES ____muuet
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JACK & DA

MOMAGHAN
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STICI{ WITH RON
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Linda's Dog Walking
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%’ & Pet Sitting

905-967-0977
lindachoboterg@gmail.com

Linda Choboter

o

A DESHGNATED RESTING
FLACE FOR OUR VETERANS
—

Call ar visit us for more details
519-969-4146 | windsormemoaorial.com
1100 Division Rd., 2 km South of Devonshire kall
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We offer dry
cleaning and
armvironmentally
friendly washing.
Our large washers
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handiing the:
LAUNDROMAT thickats of materials.
2675 Lauzon rd
- Wndiu{ Cﬂ"\.l
519-944-2007 s

Ronald Monaghan

Owiner

Ofce: 226-221-9558
Cell: 226-787-2276
Recidensal Friendly Dumpsters  Wiindsor / Chatham / Samia

r monaghang@binthersdumpthat.com

226-221-9559
www.bintheredumpthat.com
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@ndu Bait Co.
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226-346-1748 bondybaitcompany
www.bondybaitcom [ Bondy-Bait-Company

3796 County Road 17, Windsor, Ontario




PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO SUPPORT OUR BRANCH
“ Let them know that you seen their ad in our Bulletin”

DINE-IN

Come see what is NEW ! TAKE OUT

We are waiting for YOU!

At our museumn, every day is a tribute
to veterans and the legacy of history.
We invite you to come explore and
remember with us.

519-944-0101

Bring the Family
* Open Thursday to Satrday LOCATED INSIDE THE LEGION!
10:00 am to 3:00 pm Please phone to confirm hours
{; 2600 Airport Road 519-944-0101
CANADIAN Adults $11.00
AATION MUSEUM Seniors and Students $9.00 Restaurant Hours
WWW .CANADIANAVIATIONMUSEUM.CA fﬁﬁ"; ';:Ei Tuesday-Thursday 2:30pm-8:00pm
Friday and Saturday 2:30pm-8:30pm
- Sunday 2:30pm-6pm

PLACE AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY BULLETIN AND WEBSITE
In Black and White / 1 Full Year Business card size $50.00ayear 1/4 page $100.00 a year
1/2 page $200.00 a year!
YOUR AD CAN GO HERE

Email kristinalmp82@gmail.com or leave your business card information with one of our bar
stewards.

e

Wishing you a beautiful day and many blessings
for the year ahead!




FEBRUARY EVENTS!

The Blind Dart League is back and looking great in there new shirts! District Darts in London

i Photo -Dan Crockett

Cheering on Canada in the Gold Medal Olympic Game!!

~—~

Photo -Dan Crockett

: Photo -Erin Magone Boyle}
Congratulations to Marty Flanagan on
receiving his Certificate of Appreciation.
Thank you Marty for everything you do for
the branch.

RCAF Club Friday. It's a privilege and honour
to spend time with these veterans.




FEBRUARY EVENTS CONTINUED!!

Congratulations to Larry Faubert, Randy Keith Bremner accepted for Marilyn Bremner

Louwagie, Keith Bremner and Dan Carroll her 45 year pin. Congratulations Marilyn!
(absent) on receiving their their 50 year pin.

Congratulations to Jim Dunn and

Congratulations to Kelly Robinson on Elaine Dunn (absent) on receiving their
receiving his 25 year pin.

Congratulations to Tim Soulliere on
receiving his 10 year pin.

Congratulations to Pauline Bisson, Linda Boldt,
Tracy Magone, Glenn Magone (absent) and Joe
Baylo (absent) on receiving their 5 year pin.
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‘A police officer attempts to stop a car for speeding and the guy
gradually increases his speed until he's topping 100 mph. The man
eventually realizes he can't escape and finally pulls over. The cop
approaches the car and says, "lt's been a long day and my shift is
almost over, so if you can give me a good excuse for your behavior, I'll
let you go." The guy thinks for a few seconds and then says, "My wife
ran away with a cop about a week ago. | thought you might be that
officer trying to give her back!"

Winter

All the words are hidden vertically, horizontally or diagonally—in both
directions. The letters that remain unused form a sentence from left to right.
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Puzzle from Reader’s Digest




COMING UP IN MARCH| Just a reminder that the banks and the

dental office will be open so do not park
in their lots. Thank you.
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Poster by Elaine Dunn
APRIL11™ 2026
PURCHASE TICKETS IN PERSON
AT THE BAR! CASH ONLY!!!

Poster by Elaine Dunn

***Notice of Itinerary Visit***

Rebecca Hyndman
Provincial Service Officer
London Service Bureau

Will Be Visiting Branch 594
On Friday March 20" 2026
At 9:00am g
Anyone wishing information, advice or assistance with Veteran% Affairs
Please call Dave Woodman at 519-566-8745 to arrange an appointment.

Bonus

o P

SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO
MILITARY FAMILY
RESOURCE CENTRE

4

Representatives of the Southwestern Ontario
Military Family Resource Centre
Will also be on hand to answer any of your questions

EFSAT. APRIL 11" ETICKETS $30°0
b SHOW @ _8PM WAl Sales are Final N

From community engag_@mént and orientation, to
education and employment services, the MFRC is focused
on meeting the changing needs of military families

et Estem Ontarin




March 2026

RIVERSIDE BRANCH 255 LEGION CALENDAR

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
1 2 . 3y | 4 ) 7 ™
1pm dﬁl” W e @ 3 8:30pm 9am
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