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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
BRUCE TRIBUTE

January has gotten off to a good start. The free introductory membership offer from
Command is proving to be quite successful, with many new members signing up. 

Many of you will notice a new “big-screen” TV in the Empire Room, donated by Monica
Chauvin in memory of her husband, Andrew Chauvin. We thank her from the bottom of
our hearts for that and we shall enjoy it for years to come. 

The bar continues to do well, thanks to all the parties, wakes, and events the branch
hosts. Thanks to the executive members and bar stewards who continue to make sure it
all runs smoothly.

According to the contractor, Precedence, who are charged with keeping our parking lots
and sidewalks clear of snow and ice, there is a nationwide shortage of salt so they will
be very sparing in their usage . If the snow is still falling at opening-time, they may be
waiting until it stops before clearing and salting so “PLEASE BE CAREFUL”. I have
addressed this issue with the contractor and they have said they will work with us to
keep the property safe for our members. 

Blind Darts will be restarting in February and I have scheduled a meeting with the city
regarding a safety feature for the members crossing Wyandotte St. at St. Louis. This
would be an audible signal to let our blind and low-vision members know when the road
is safe to cross. Hopefully, they will be able to offer a viable solution to this issue. 

Stay safe and stay warm. I’ll see you all at the Branch….

Bruce Tribute
President, RCL Branch 255            

IN MEMORY OF 
DONALD BESSETTE

A $100 DONATION HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY
GIFTED TO OUR BRANCH



Current Poppy Bank Balance is $103,343.64
The final tally for the 2025 Poppy Campaign is $86,003.01

Thank you to all who took part in the Campaign, we look forward to seeing you
back next fall. 

I want to thank Dianne Clinton for her $500.00 donation to our Poppy Campaign.
Dianne crochets poppies and sells them with 100% of sales going to our Poppy
Fund. This is the 2nd year in a row she has done this. She made the donation in
Honour and Remembrance of the late Charles Davis. Charles was a long time
Branch 255 member, a past President and WW11 Veteran who fought on the
Beaches of Juneau.

Last year our Poppy Fund distributed nearly $70,000.00 to organizations that
assist and provide much-needed programs for our Veterans, provided student
bursaries to Veteran family members, financed our annual Veterans dinner as
well as supporting our Army Cadets Windsor Regiment 2828.

Note: Our Branch will always have emergency Food Cards available for our
Veterans. If you know of a Veteran who could use this assistance, please have
them contact the Branch.

POPPY REPORT 
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR

SPORTS REPORT 
DAN CROCKETT - CHAIR
February is going to be busy for those qualified for district sports. 
District Darts got rescheduled due to weather last weekend. Will now be held in
London, On on Saturday February 21st.
February 7th - Eurchre @ Ridgetown
February 21st - Regular Darts @ London
February 28th - Mixed Darts @ Grand Bend
Youth Darts has been rescheduled. When I receive the date, I will pass that along.
On February 21st Cheryl is hosting a Scotch Double Pool Tournament. There may
be a few spots left. Be sure to sign up! It’s always a great time!



BAR REPORT
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR               

The bar continues to do well; sales are steady as the Branch remains busy with our
leagues and planned events going on throughout the week. This being dry January for
many, we offer non-alcohol beers for those still wanting to enjoy the Branch. We’re looking
into non-alcohol coolers as well. If you have any suggestions, please leave with me or a
bartender. 

Bar sales are what keep the Branch open and allow us to continue to support our
Veterans and our Community, which this Branch does extremely well.

We have been experiencing some quality issues with some of our draft brands and are
working with our suppliers to rectify these issues. 

I want to thank our bartenders for their continued excellent service. This Branch is
extremely busy at times and your patience and gratitude with them is much appreciated.

The Branch will be hosting a Super Bowl Party here on Sunday Feb. 8th . Be sure to be
here and enjoy good food and cold drinks. There will be draws and lots of door prizes.
Plus, we now have a new 86 inch TV to complement our large projection screen. Special
thanks to Monica Chauvin for donating the new TV. This is the 3rd TV that Monica has
donated to our Branch. 

Please continue to invite your family and friends to the Branch. Many have become
members and/or volunteers for the Branch.

           



HONOURS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 
OLGA SCHUTZ - CHAIR
 During the month of December, Kelly Robinson was presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation by Ken Marshal with gratitude for all the work that he has done in the Legion
over the years some of which was the plumbing and fixing of the gas lines in the
kitchen.

Our Committee is also proud to present the following Certificates of Appreciation to:

Ron Marshall for his dedicated leadership in promoting & completion of Br 255's very
first Veteran's Memorial Walkway in time for Nov. 1st Remembrance Day, 2025. His
dedication, set-up, and direction, in driving the Poppy Campaign is exceptional given rise
to the amount that is received each year. He helps with the meat draws. Ron ensures that
the Bar is fully equipped to meet the demands of our customers. He is there to help for 
set-up and take-down before/after events, as well as having helped to paint the walls in the
main hall when it was needed. Ron also commits his time and energy to oversee the
Branch's efficient & smooth operation.

Martin Flanagan, we all know him as Marty. Marty was also a dedicated partner in
persevering with the completion of our first Veteran's Memorial Walkway in time for 
Nov. 11th Remembrance Day, 2025. As well as being a proud supporter of our Legion,
Marty is also actively involved with our community BIA, leads the Banner Project, and
works tirelessly during Legion Week. Marty also does meat draws and 50/50 as well as
coordinating the Vet's dinner and Remembrance Day ceremony here at the Branch.
Marty is also our liaison with the Ladies Auxiliary, as well as the founder (Jan/25) of our
newly RCAF veteran's group where great memories of yesterday are now shared.

We will continue to give recognition to our valued volunteers who help promote and
give generously of their time and efforts to make Br255 a home and place for all to
enjoy and be proud of!

Please be reminded that in order for you to receive your “year of recognition pin” or
“bar awards”, you are required to fill out a form which is located in an envelope pocket
at the front entrance door, and then handed in to the bartender. Once validation of
request is confirmed, a presentation will be made at the next General Membership
meeting. Also if you “move” or have an “address change” please notify the Branch in
the same manner.                                    



LIASON FOR UNIT 2828 CADET CORPS 
OLGA SCHUTZ 
                   

The Holiday Gift Basket Giveaway held during the month of December was won by Terry Clifford!

Bottle Drive, Jan. 3rd, 2026 – 8 Cadets braved the cold to complete their mission.
Hot chocolate & soft drinks were available to all our volunteers. Our profit was
approximately $200.00.

Windsor Express Basketball, Jan.16th, 2026 at WFCU Centre – unfortunately, the
turnout wasn't to our expectations but every dollar counts towards our Cadet Corps!

Windsor Spitfires Hockey, Jan.21st, 2026 at WFCU Centre – few in attendance and thus
the success was in short supply.

Field Training Exercise (FTX) - There will be a joint (2828 Cadet Corps & 202 Cadet
Corps) weekend Field Training Exercise at a location and date yet to be determined
(Jan/Feb).
 
Marksmanship practices will be held at the range on January 19th, 2026. The SWOA
Zone 1 – Stage 2 Marksmanship Competition will be held at the Armouries on February
7th.

The Advanced Leadership Program (ALP) notice for Senior cadets has been emailed to
all concerned for registration purposes. These are mandatory courses to complete the
level training. 

Recruiting The unit currently has 70 cadets on strength (only 50% attending). Brad
Krewench, CO, is recruiting at the schools at this time.

.
        



MEMBERSHIP
KEN MARSHALL - CHAIR
 

SCAN THE CODE TO BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
OR VISIT https://portal.legion.ca/join

DECEMBER 2025 AND JANUARY 2026 REPORT

We had 2 new members join in December. Welcome;
Gloria Williamson - Associate
Xavier Benjamin - Affiliate Voting

The winner of the November early bird draw was Arlene Blanchard. Congratulations to our
3 winner and thank you to all members who renewed early. 

Dominion Command is doing a special enrollment beginning January 5 . All new members
will join for free for 1 year as part of our 100  year as an organization. They will be called
Centenary Members. We have had just under 90 people join so far and 5 have decided to
pay their dues for 2027, showing their commitment to be a part of our Legion in the future.
Hopefully many more will make that commitment and keep our membership strong. The 5
new Centenary Members who renewed for 2027 are;

th

th

Michelle Finnigan
Lucie Martin
Patti Gagnon
George Amsden
Rose Amsden



NATIONAL NOTABLE DATES FOR THE 2026 CALENDAR YEAR!

The following are national days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion that raise
awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something. Also
included are national Legion activities. Branches may wish to promote these dates or
organize related activities. Dominion Command promotes many of these dates through our
social media channels. Selected commemorative dates may be promoted on significant
anniversaries. We encourage Branches and members to share Legion national messaging
from our social media channels:

FEBRUARY 
• Black history month 
• 14 Valentines Day 
• Family Day (day varies by province) 
• 15 National Flag of Canada Day (1965) 
• 28 Gulf War ends (1991)
• Lapsed member reminders

SENIOR POEM, ESSAY, MEMOIR, SHORT STORY 2026 
COMPETITION DEADLINE - SATURDAY, March 21, 2026
1. Open to all seniors aged 55+ (do not have to be a Legion Member) 
2. Must complete and attach official registration form 
3. Must be original, written by the contestant and be unpublished 
4. Must be submitted in English or French 
5. Must not exceed the line or word limits specified 
6. Must be ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION ONLY NO HARDCOPIES A ACCEPTED 
7. Name on application and title page only contestants may submit only one entry in any /
each category 
8. Submission must include a cover page stating the title, author's name and entry word
count - if a family member or volunteer types the entry, please indicate in body of email 
9. Biographies that are submitted must include written consent of the subject, if living 

Entry forms are available upon request. EMAIL tjmacdonald@amtelecom.net and submit
entry with entry form to the above clearly marked email. 



VETERANS

Starting January 1, 2026, veterans and members of the Canadian Armed Forces can ride
for free on UP Express when travelling with their Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian
Military Service ID. This includes regular and reserve force members.

How to take advantage of the new fare type Starting January 1, you just need to make
sure you have your Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian Military Service ID whenever you
are travelling on UP Express to qualify for free travel. 

If you are carrying your valid ID after January 1, there is no need to tap your PRESTO card.
If you do, you will be charged a standard fare. Accepted National Defense Identification
(NDI) cards include:

Valid permanent Canadian Forces Identification Card - NDI 20
Canadian Armed Forces Veteran Service Card - NDI 75
Temporary National Defense Identification Card - NDI 10 

Veterans who do not have a Veteran's Service Card can apply for one through VETRANS
AFFAIRS.

MILITARY RECOGNITION BOOK  
Jim Dunn / Chair 

As the “Keepers of Remembrance”, Ontario Provincial Command is proud to publish an
annual Military Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans
who have or are living in the Province of Ontario. Veterans who have either served or are
still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces qualify for
a submission publication. Volume 12 is in. Now taking application for Volume 13.



In December we had 5 bingo assignments. We received $4,125.79 from Breakaway Bingo
for these assignments. We donated $2,400 to charity in December. Thank you to all the
volunteers who help with the bingos. If anyone is interested in taking over the bingo
coordination from me please let me know.

BINGO REPORT
 KATHY PATTERSON

Meat up for our Raffle" Enjoy some comradeship!! 
MEAT DRAW & 50/50 DRAW Every Saturday 2-5pm 
"The friendliest Legion where everyone knows your name."...

WEEKLY MEAT DRAW

This year we hosted our new year’s celebration in the afternoon. The legion was full and a
good time was had by everyone. We received a lot positive feedback on the afternoon
celebration so looking forward this will definitely be something that we will look at again.

PLEASE NOTE, starting February 1st our Saturday night bands will be starting at 7:00 pm
to 11:00 pm.

February 8th is Superbowl Sunday. We will have the big screen down, there will be lots of
door prizes and kitchen specials. The kitchen will stay open later for this event.

On Saturday February 28th during our meat draw we will be having back The Singing
Bartender. He will be pouring beer and taking your favourite requests to sing. If you didn’t
get a chance to see him last time make sure you come in on the 28th. It is always a fun
afternoon!

SAVE THE DATE, Saturday April 11th at 8:00 pm we will be hosting the popular Celtic
band, The Mudmen. This will be a ticketed event so keep an eye open on our Facebook
page and around the branch for posters with the details. 

        

ENTERTAINMENT
SUE YABLONSKY



DONATIONS
SUE YABLONSKY

For the month of January we donated $1200 each to the following local charities:
The Windsor Resident for Young Men
The Windsor Youth Centre
The Hospice Windsor/Essex County
The Salvation Army

We also donated a total of $11,000 to local shelters to aid in warm clothing items and
food/hot meals for the ones in need during this very cold winter.

I would like to thank everyone who donated to our Angel Tree this year. We collected
warm clothing, gift cards, bus passes and a lot of personal hygiene items. All these items
were delivered to the shelters and they all were very thankful for your generosity. Again
thank you to all who donated and thank you to Lynn Girard for helping me deliver
everything.

Starting on February 1st to February 15th we will be having a pasta drive. We are asking
for donations of dry pasta and jarred or canned pasta sauce. There will be a box in the
dart room for drop off. Everything collected will go out to local food banks. Thanks to all.

During our 100th Anniversary, all new members can join 
The Royal Canadian Legion for free for 2026!
Your membership will help strengthen the Legion and our support for Veterans and our
communities across the country. Plus, there are lots of great ways to get involved and
have fun through your location Legion Branch! https://portal.legion.ca/join

100 Years of Service to Canada
Since 1926, the Legion has stood with Veterans, honoured the Fallen, and strengthened
communities across the country.
Celebrate the Legion’s Centenary
2026 is a historic year for the Legion — 100 years of service, community impact, and
Remembrance.

Throughout the year, we’re launching special initiatives, sharing stories from our past, and
hosting events that bring Canadians together. From local Branch activities to national
programs, there are many ways to take part, honour our legacy, and help shape the
Legion’s future.



HALLMARK
MEMORIAL СО.
DISTINCTIVE MONUMENTS

GRANITE. BRONZE

SERVING ALL CEMETERIES
DEDICATION PLAQUES
CREMATION URNS

JACK & DAN

MONAGHAN

Family Owned & Operated

Holimerk

519-737-6158. 1-800-265-5606. Fax: 519-737-7567

5616 Walker Rd., Oldcastle, ON NOR 1LO. hallmarkmemorial@bellnet.ca

f

Bondy Bait Co.

SUPER CLE
LAUNDROMAT

519-944-2007

We offer dry

cleaning and
environmentally

friendly washing.
Our large washers

are capable of

handling the
thickets of materials.

2675 Lauzon rd

Windsor, ON

N8T 2Z5

Linda's Dog Walking
& Pet Sitting

Linda Choboter
905-967-0977

lindachoboter@gmail.com

O.C.D COMPUTER SERVICES
We'll double check your computer

and then we'll check it again

GARY GOSNELL

Computer Tech

226-788-9386

garygosnell@ocdcomputerservices.ca
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STICK WITH RON
www.RonFriest.com

гоп friest

BE
sales representative

ROYAL LEPAGE

Binder Real Estate
BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

TUPPERWARE

Betty GOODISON

Tupperware Consultant

cell: 519-329-0656

email: b.goodisonrcaf@yahoo.com

Bin ThereDump
That

Residential Friendly Dumpsters

Ronald Monaghan
Owner

Office: 226-221-9559

Cell: 226-787-2276

Windsor /Chatham / Sarnia

r.monaghan@bintheredumpthat.com

226-221-9559
www.bintheredumpthat.com

paid feb 2025



 

 

In house kitchen, Marco’s Original
Italian Diner, available to cater all of
your parties, fundraisers, shin digs,

showers, office parties, and all events.
Also available for wakes and funerals.

Call Marco’s 519-944-0101 today 

PLACE AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY
BULLETIN AND WEBSITE In Black
and White / 1 FullYear Business card
size $50.00ayear 1/4 page $100.00 a
year 1/2 page $200.00 a year YOUR

AD CAN GO HERE Email
kristinalmp82@gmail.com or leave your
business card information with one of

our bar stewards.

 

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT 



“My friend thinks he is smart. He told me an onion is the only food
that makes you cry, so I threw a coconut at his face.”

“Mr. and Mrs. Brown had two sons. One was named Mind Your Own
Business & the other was named Trouble. One day the two boys
decided to play hide and seek. Trouble hid while Mind Your Own

Business counted to one hundred. Mind Your Own Business began
looking for his brother behind garbage cans and bushes. Then he

started looking in and under cars until a police man approached him and
asked, "What are you doing?" "Playing a game," the boy replied. "What

is your name?" the officer questioned. "Mind Your Own Business."
Furious the policeman inquired, "Are you looking for trouble?!" The boy

replied, "Why, yes."

“If you're too busy to laugh, you are too busy. — Proverb”

“Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human Resources Officer asks a young
engineer fresh out of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, "And what starting
salary are you looking for?" The engineer replies, "In the region of $125,000 a year,

depending on the benefits package." The interviewer inquires, "Well, what would you say
to a package of five weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and dental, company
matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, and a company car leased every two years,
say, a red Corvette?" The engineer sits up straight and says, "Wow! Are you kidding?"

The interviewer replies, "Yeah, but you started it."

LOCATED INSIDE THE LEGION!
Please phone to confirm hours

519-944-0101

Restaurant Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 2:30pm-8:00pm

Friday and Saturday 2:30pm-8:30pm
Sunday 2:30pm-6pm

 

For everyone celebrating a Birthday in
February!!... 

Wishing you a beautiful day and many blessings
for the year ahead!



News archive “SHARED FROM https://legion.ca/news/articles/2026/01/14/legion-s-
centenary-anniversary-royal-canadian-mint-releases-collectible-coins”

“Legion’s Centenary Anniversary: Royal Canadian Mint releases collectible coins
Jan 14, 2026
Unique coins and Fine Silver Proof set reflect the Legion’s legacy
OTTAWA, ON, 14 January 2026 – The Royal Canadian Legion is pleased to share news
of the Royal Canadian Mint’s release of limited-edition silver and gold coins in
commemoration of the Legion’s 100th anniversary this year. A 2026 $100 Pure Gold Coin,
Fine Silver Proof Dollar, and a Fine Silver Proof Set, were officially released by the Mint
this week.”

“These stunning coins designed by the Royal Canadian Mint are truly a lasting testament
to our legacy,” says Berkley Lawrence, Dominion President. “They help tell our story and
mark our centenary in a such a thoughtful and beautiful way. They will be on permanent
display at our national headquarters in Ottawa, and we hope they will also become
treasured pieces for many others.”



“More details about the meaning and artistry behind the coins, are on the Royal Canadian
Mint’s website under “shop.” Coins can be ordered online or via 1-800-267-1871 in
Canada. The limited-edition coins are also available at the Mint's boutiques in Ottawa and
Winnipeg, as well as at participating Canada Post outlets, and through the Mint’s global
dealers and distributors.
One hundred years later, the Legion continues to pursue its mission of supporting
Veterans and their families, promoting Remembrance, and serving communities across
the country. Its longevity is due to its countless volunteers who are part of its force of over
270,000 members. In 2026, the Legion is offering free membership to all those who want
to become part of the historic organization. Throughout the year there will be ongoing
events and projects announced at the national, provincial, and local levels. The Legion’s
official anniversary is on July 17, 2026.”

“The Mint’s Pure Gold coin illustrates the Legion’s past, present and future, and features
Legion members alongside First World War imagery. Members are also depicted on the
Proof Silver Dollar, which is focused on Remembrance and the symbolism of the Poppy.
The Fine Silver Proof Set contains seven coins and includes all denominations alongside
a 50-cent piece and a selectively rose gold-plated version of the Fine Silver Proof Dollar
in recognition of the Legion’s centenary. On the other side of all these coins is the effigy
of His Majesty King Charles III.”

MORE WAYS TO SUPPORT THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION IS
TO SHOP ONLINE AT THE POPPY STORE @ POPPYSTORE.CA



January 2026 Events!

COMING 
UP!!!

SAVE THE DATE!!!!

Congratulations to Ron Marshall and
Marty Flanagan (absent) on receiving
a Appreciation Award. Thank you for all
that you both do for our branch. Much
appreciated, congratulations, well
deserved.

Big welcome to all our new members! 
Enjoy the branch!!



1pm
 OPEN CRIBBAGE

1pm
Knitting Group

 6pm
CUTTHROAT

PEPPER
6pm MIXED POOL

7pm WOMENS
 DARTS 

3:30-6:30pm
SENIOR DINNER

& DANCE
TRAX

7:30pm MENS
DART LEAGUE

1pm
MIXED

CRIBBAGE 

6pm EUCHRE 

7pm MIXED
DART 

LEAGUE  

 
7pm

EXECUTIVE
MEETING

3-8:30pm
FISHFRY 

 

9am
YOUTH DARTS 

2-5pm
MEAT DRAW 

7-11pm
B B & THE J’S

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
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3-8:30pm
FISHFRY 

4pm
 LOW VISION

DARTS 

7:30pm
ANGLO 

DART LEAGUE 

9am
YOUTH DARTS 

2-5pm
MEAT DRAW 

7-11pm
B B & THE J’S
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6pm CUTTHROAT

PEPPER

6pm MIXED POOL

7pm WOMENS
 DARTS 

3:30-6:30pm
SENIOR DINNER

& DANCE
BB & THE J’S

7:30pm MENS
DART LEAGUE
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MIXED
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6pm EUCHRE 

7pm MIXED
DART 

LEAGUE  

3-8:30pm
FISHFRY 

4pm
 LOW VISION

DARTS 

7:30pm
ANGLO 

DART LEAGUE 

9am
YOUTH DARTS 

12pm SCOTCH
DOUBLES POOL
TOURNEMENT

2-5pm
MEAT DRAW 

7-11pm
JUJU REVIVAL

1pm
 OPEN CRIBBAGE

1pm
Knitting Group

 6pm
CUTTHROAT

PEPPER
6pm MIXED POOL

7pm WOMENS
 DARTS 

3:30-6:30pm
SENIOR DINNER

& DANCE
SIXTIES LIVE

7:30pm MENS
DART LEAGUE

1pm
MIXED

CRIBBAGE 

6pm EUCHRE 

7pm MIXED
DART 

LEAGUE  

 

7pm
GENERAL
MEETING

3-8:30pm
FISHFRY

 
3pm RCAF

meeting

4pm
 LOW VISION

DARTS 
7:30pm
ANGLO 

DART LEAGUE

 

 

2-5pm
MEAT DRAW

w/ THE SINGING
BARTENDER 

7-11pm
JUJU REVIVAL

1pm
 OPEN CRIBBAGE
6pm CUTTHROAT

PEPPER
6pm MIXED POOL

7pm WOMENS
 DARTS 
6:30pm

LADIES AUX.
MEETING

3:30-6:30pm
SENIOR DINNER

& DANCE
JUJU REVIVAL

7:30pm MENS
DART LEAGUE

1pm
MIXED

CRIBBAGE 

6pm EUCHRE 

7pm MIXED
DART 

LEAGUE  
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4pm 
LOW VISION 

DARTS 

7:30pm 
ANGLO 

DART LEAGUE

SUPER
BOWL 

SUNDAY!!

KICK OFF 
@ 6:30pm

Kitchen 
Specials/

Give Aways
BIG SCREEN

Monday Afternoon Knitting Group Feb. 2  and 16  at 1pmnd th

Crochet, Quilters, etc. welcome!

Pasta and Sauce Drive - February 1  to 15thst


