
            

AS THE CLOCK STRIKES MIDNIGHT AND WE TURN THE PAGE
TO A BRAND-NEW YEAR, IT’S THE PERFECT TIME TO PAUSE
AND CELEBRATE HOW FAR WE’VE COME. A NEW YEAR ISN'T
JUST A CHANGE IN THE DATE—IT’S A FRESH CANVAS AND A

BEAUTIFUL OPPORTUNITY TO START ANEW.

MAY THIS YEAR BE FULL OF GOOD HEALTH, HAPPINESS, AND
UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS!         
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    Another trip around the sun is upon us and we are hoping for a wonderful year ahead.
The executive of Branch 255 has worked very hard throughout the past year to keep our
membership growth going and we are continually working on improving the Branch itself.
Our Seniors’ Dances on Tuesday afternoons are filled to capacity every week, our
Saturday Night Dances continue to attract good bands and people from all over who are
looking for first-class entertainment.
 
Our Poppy Campaign this year was the best ever, bringing in over $80,000 in support of
Veterans’ causes. Some of the programs the Poppy Fund supports are….Service Dogs,
Homeless Veterans, Parkwood Hospital, the Bursary Fund, and various other services
pertaining to our service people, Veterans, and the community.
 
 We have a lot to be proud of, as a Branch, and 2026 is shaping up to be a banner year.

Our Cadet Corps, 2828 Windsor Regiment, has grown from a low-point during COVID-19
of 4 members, to over 60 kids from 12 to 19 years of age. This is another way our Branch
Poppy Fund supports our community. 
I would like to extend special thanks to Elaine Dunn who tirelessly, for over 15 years,
edited our Branch bulletin. She has decided to retire from this position and has turned it
over to Kristina Patrick. We wish Elaine all the best in the future, and we shall endeavor
to support Kristina in every way we can. 
On behalf of myself and the Executive of RCL Branch 255, we wish all of you a very
Merry Christmas and Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year.

Bruce Tribute,
President, Branch 255
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        REMEMBERING BRANCH 255 MEMBER
DR. DENIS JEROME PAGE     

        December 23, 1949 - December 13, 2025
         



          

Current Poppy Bank Balance is $102,768.28
The final tally for this year’s Poppy Campaign is $85,403.01
As I’ve stated many times, none of this is possible without our amazing volunteers who
logged hundreds of hours distributing poppies at our many locations. Special thanks to
Walmart, Zehr’s, Metro, No Frills, Shoppers Drug Marts, FreshCo, the LCBO and our 2
local Beer Stores for allowing our Volunteers into their businesses. The past 2 years our
friends at Solidarity Towers have distributed poppies and honoured our Veterans with
beautiful displays in their lobby. Thank you Branch 255 member and Veteran Terry Bruner
for approaching us with this idea. 
I’m lucky to have 3 Co-Chairs who devote an enormous amount of their time to our Poppy
Campaign. Thank you, Ken Marshall, Kathy Patterson and Dianne Vendrasco, know that
you are much appreciated. 
Last year our Poppy Fund donated nearly $70,000.00. Monies went to organizations that
assist and provide many programs for our Veterans. We also provided monies for student
bursaries, as well as supporting our Army Cadets Windsor Regiment 2828.
Note: Our Branch will always have emergency Food Cards for our Veterans. If you know
of a Veteran who could use this assistance, please have them contact the Branch.

         

POPPY REPORT 
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR

The bar continues to do well, as is reflected in our monthly sales and the continued
increase in our Branch bank funds. We’ve come a long way these past 10 years, from
near closure to the healthy vibrant Branch we are today. 
Bar sales are what keep the Branch open and allow us to continue to support our Veterans
and our Community, which this Branch does extremely well. 
I want to thank our bartenders for their excellent service this past year. This Branch is
extremely busy at times and your patience and gratitude with them is much appreciated. 
I want to thank Dianne and Trish for keeping our books and POS system up to date and
rectifying any issues we have in a professional manner. 
Please continue to invite your family and friends to the Branch. Many have become
members and/or volunteers for the Branch.
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.                     

BAR REPORT
RON MARSHALL - CHAIR



HONOURS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 
OLGA SCHUTZ - CHAIR
 
During December there were no presentations. We will continue to give recognition to our
valued volunteers who help promote and give generously of their time and efforts to make
Br255 a home and place for all to enjoy and be proud of! Please be reminded that in order
for you to receive your “year of recognition pin” or “bar awards”, you are required to fill out
a form which is located in an envelope pocket at the front entrance door, and then handed
in to the bartender. Once validation of request is confirmed, a presentation will be made at
the next General Membership meeting. Also if you “move” or have an “address change”
please notify the Branch in the same manner.

Liaison for Unit 2828 Cadet Corps
Fundraiser's:

Our second Bottle Drive will be hosted by the 2828 Army Cadets here at Br. 255 on
Saturday, January 3rd 2026 from 2:00pm-5:00pm. Cadets will help package, load and
unload collections. Posters are up in our Branch.
Friday, January 16th 2026, the 2828 Army Cadets are partnering with the Windsor
Express Basketball team at the WFCU Centre, game time 7:00 pm. A cadet will hold
the flag during the opening National Anthem prior to start of the game. The fundraiser
is VIP Sideline tickets for a discounted price. Approximately $7.00 from each ticket
sold goes back to the 2828 Cadet Corps.
Wednesday, January 21st 2026, the Cadets are hosting their Windsor Spitfires
fundraiser with puck drop at 7:05 pm at the WFCU Centre. $5.00 from each ticket sold
goes back to the 2828 Cadet Corps. Tickets are $27 per ticket. To purchase tickets
visit: https:wfcucentre.evenue.net/promotions 

      Enter PROMO CODE: 2828WRAC
      

Our next Support Committee meeting will be held on 
Monday January 26  2026 at the Armouries.th,

    
Monday, February 9  2026, the 2828 Army Cadets are hosting a Pasta Fundraiser
dinner at Branch 255 from 5-8pm. Tickets are $10, 5 & under are free with paying
guardian/ parent.

th

    



    SPORTS REPORT 
    DAN CROCKETT - CHAIR

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone!

We had a very successful year for those that participated in Zone Sports and qualified to
go on to Districts! We have sheets up on the Zone sign up board for where and when you
are playing. Please leave the sheets on the board (take a picture if need be)

Regular Darts- Saturday January 17th @ Branch 317 Victory, London. 
Registration- Singles 9am-9:30am
            Doubles 9:30-10am
            Teams 10:00- 10:30am
Dan Crockett Crystal Williamson Wayne Carpenter Brandon Williamson Al Williamson
Steve Murphy Al Nix Keegan Ramsten Tyler Durocher Xavier Benjamin Pat Martin
Stephane Gallagher.

8 Ball- Saturday January 24 @ Branch 594 Windsor.
Registration 9:30am play at 10:00am
Brian Arquette Rob Arquette.

Senior Darts- Saturday January 31 @ Branch 583 Newbury.
Registration- Singles 9am- 9:30
            Doubles 9:30- 10am 
            Teams 10:00- 10:30am
Norm Campeau Don Ellwood Steve Murphy Al Williamson 

Euchre- Saturday February 7 @ Branch 243 Ridgetown.
Registration 10:00am play at 11:00am
Stephane Gallagher Gary Best Al Nix Danny Nix

Mixed Darts- Saturday February 28 @ Branch 498 Grand Bend.
Registration- Doubles 10:00- 10:30am
            Teams 12:00- 12:30pm
Dan Crockett Crystal Williamson Al Wheatley Mel Cam Stephane Gallagher Robin
Gallagher Sue Yablonsky Mike Burke Al Williamson Gloria Williamson Tracy Magone
Brandon Williamson 

9 Ball- Saturday May 2 @ Branch 594 Windsor.
Registration 10:00- 10:30am Play at 11:00am
Brian Arquette Holly Chan

Youth Darts- February 21 @ Branch 317 Victory, London. 
Registration 10:00am

Best of luck to all those playing!

Our house league Darts and Pool Leagues are well attended and everyone is having fun
playing with most leagues ending in May. 

Let's make 2026 as successful as this last year has been!
             



NATIONAL NOTABLE DATES FOR THE 2026 CALENDAR
YEAR!

The following are national days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion that raise
awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something. Also
included are national Legion activities. Branches may wish to promote these dates or
organize related activities. Dominion Command promotes many of these dates through our
social media channels. Selected commemorative dates may be promoted on significant
anniversaries. We encourage Branches and members to share Legion national messaging
from our social media channels:

JANUARY
1st New Years Day/ Levee
3rd Monday CAMH Blue Monday (mental health awareness)
24th First Legion Dominion Convention, Winnipeg (1927)
27th Holocaust Remembrance Day
Membership renewal reminders

SENIOR POEM, ESSAY, MEMOIR, SHORT STORY 2026 
COMPETITION DEADLINE - SATURDAY, March 21, 2026

1. Open to all seniors aged 55+ (do not have to be a Legion Member) 
2. Must complete and attach official registration form 
3. Must be original, written by the contestant and be unpublished 
4. Must be submitted in English or French 
5. Must not exceed the line or word limits specified 
6. Must be ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION ONLY NO HARDCOPIES A ACCEPTED 
7. Name on application and title page only contestants may submit only one entry in any /
each category 
8. Submission must include a cover page stating the title, author's name and entry word
count - if a family member or volunteer types the entry, please indicate in body of email 
9. Biographies that are submitted must include written consent of the subject, if living 

Entry forms are available upon request. EMAIL tjmacdonald@amtelecom.net and submit
entry with entry form to the above clearly marked email. 





 

 

In house kitchen, Marco’s Original
Italian Diner, available to cater all of
your parties, fundraisers, shin digs,

showers, office parties, and all events.
Also available for wakes and funerals.

Call Marco’s 519-944-0101 today 

PLACE AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY
BULLETIN AND WEBSITE In Black
and White / 1 FullYear Business card
size $50.00ayear 1/4 page $100.00 a
year 1/2 page $200.00 a year YOUR

AD CAN GO HERE Email
kristinalmp82@gmail.com or leave your
business card information with one of

our bar stewards.

 

Meat up for our Raffle" Enjoy some comradeship!! 
MEAT DRAW & 50/50 DRAW Every Saturday 2-5pm 
"The friendliest Legion where everyone knows your name."...

WEEKLY MEAT DRAW

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT 

     “I decided to start a diet. I deleted all the cookies from my
browser. So far, I haven’t lost any weight, but I’m getting way 

fewer targeted ads for bakeries.”
           

               "My resolution was to read more. So far, I’ve read the 
               'Terms and Conditions' on four different apps. 

                                    I feel very enlightened." — Anonymous                   

                “I'm thinking I should do lunges to stay in
shape. That would be a big step forward.”

        



A QUICK HELLO FROM YOUR NEW EDITOR!
KRISTINA PATRICK
I am beyond grateful for the opportunity Elaine has passed on to be your new editor. It’s
been a pleasure getting to know some of you already, and I’m looking forward to meeting
more of you soon.
Let’s collaborate: If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions for the bulletin,
please reach out! I'd love to hear your thoughts.

For everyone celebrating a Birthday in January... 
Wishing you a beautiful day and many blessings for the year ahead!

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT AT BRANCH 255 LEGION
Thinking of throwing a party ? Need food? We have our fabulous in house kitchen,
Marco’s Original Italian Diner, available to cater all of your parties, fundraisers ,
anniversaries, shin digs, showers, grad parties, office parties, seminars, work shops, and
all events. We are also available for wakes and funerals. Call Marco’s 519-944-0101
today!          

FROM NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS...
“This holiday season, 4,000 deployed CAF and RCMP
members received care packages from The Canadian Legion
through Operation Santa Claus. A small touch of home to
remind them we deeply appreciate their courage, dedication
and sacrifice.”     



NEWS YEAR’S EVE DAY LEVEE 2026  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 , 2026 New Year’s Day Levee, a long tradition
in Canada affiliated with the Armed Services. Branch 255 Legion
welcomes members and non-members alike for an afternoon of
camaraderie.

ST

VETERANS

Starting January 1, 2026, veterans and members of the Canadian Armed Forces can ride
for free on UP Express when travelling with their Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian
Military Service ID. This includes regular and reserve force members.

How to take advantage of the new fare type Starting January 1, you just need to make
sure you have your Veteran’s Service Card or a Canadian Military Service ID whenever you
are travelling on UP Express to qualify for free travel. 

If you are carrying your valid ID after January 1, there is no need to tap your PRESTO card.
If you do, you will be charged a standard fare. Accepted National Defense Identification
(NDI) cards include:

Valid permanent Canadian Forces Identification Card - NDI 20
Canadian Armed Forces Veteran Service Card - NDI 75
Temporary National Defense Identification Card - NDI 10 

Veterans who do not have a Veteran's Service Card can apply for one through VETRANS
AFFAIRS.

MILITARY RECOGNITION BOOK  
Jim Dunn / Chair 

As the “Keepers of Remembrance”, Ontario Provincial Command is proud to publish an
annual Military Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans
who have or are living in the Province of Ontario. Veterans who have either served or are
still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces qualify for
a submission publication. Volume 12 is in. Now taking application for Volume 13.



CH
RISTMAS 2025!

COMING UP!!!

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
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8pm
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