
Fortune Property Services Appliance Life Expectancy Guide

The following information has been extracted from the same reference

material used by your Fortune Property Services Home Inspector. We

reference these details to better inform and prepare our clients with

managing the needs of their home. Please note that these are only

reference points and should not be solely relied upon.

The predicted life expectancies of the following appliances, products,

materials, systems, and/or components should be used as guidelines and

not relied upon as a guarantee or warranty.

References made in this chart are based upon determinations made

through research and testing of normal wear and tear conditions with

regular recommended maintenance. NOT in instances of extreme, neglect,

abuse, or over use.
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APPLIANCES YEARS
Air Conditioner (window) 5 to 7
Compactor (trash) 6
Dehumidifier 8
Dishwasher 9
Disposal (food waste) 12
Dryer Vent (plastic) 5
Dryer Vent (steel) 20
Dryer (clothes) 13
Exhaust Fans 10
Freezer 10 to 20
Gas Oven 10 to 18
Hand Dryer 10 to 12
Humidifier (portable) 8
Microwave Oven 9
Range/Oven Hood 14
Electric Range 13 to 15
Gas Range 15 to 17
Refrigerator 9 to 13
Swamp Cooler 5 to 15
Washing Machine 5 to 15
Whole-House Vacuum System 20

Appliance life expectancy depends to a great extent on the use it receives. Furthermore,

consumers often replace appliances long before they become worn out due to changes in styling,

technology and consumer preferences.

HVAC YEARS
Air Conditioner (central) 7 to 15
Air Exchanger 15
Attic Fan 15 to 25
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Boiler 40
Burner 10+
Ceiling Fan 5 to 10
Chimney Cap (concrete) 100+
Chimney Cap (metal) 10 to 20
Chimney Cap (mortar) 15
Chimney Flue Tile 40 to 120
Condenser 8 to 20
Dampers 20+
Dehumidifier 8
Diffusers, Grilles and Registers 25
Ducting 60 to 100
Electric Radiant Heater 40
Evaporative Cooler 15 to 25
Furnace 15 to 25
Gas Fireplace 15 to 25
Heat Exchanger 10 to 15
Heat Pump 10 to 15
Heat-Recovery Ventilator 20
Hot-Water and Steam-Radiant Boiler 40
Humidifier 12
Induction and Fan-Coil Units 10 to 15
Thermostats 35
Ventilator 7

Thermostats may last 35 years but they are usually replaced before they fail due to technological

improvements.

HOME TECHNOLOGY YEARS
Built-In Audio 20
Carbon Monoxide Detectors* 5
Doorbells 45
Home Automation System 5 to 50
Intercoms 20
Security System 5 to 20
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Smoke/Heat Detectors* less than 10
Wireless Home Network 5+

Home technology systems have diverse life expectancies and may have to be upgraded due to

evolution in technology.

* Batteries should be changed at least annually.

GARAGES YEARS
Garage Doors 20 to 25
Garage Door Openers 10 to 15

The quality and frequency of use will affect the longevity of garage doors and openers.

DECKS YEARS
Deck Planks 15
Composite 8 to 25
Structural Wood 10 to 30
Decks are exposed to a wide range of conditions in different climates, from wind and hail in

some areas, to relatively consistent, dry weather in others. See FASTENERS & STEEL section for

fasteners.

RADON SYSTEMS YEARS
Air Exchanger 15
Barometric Backdraft Damper/Fresh-Air
Intake

20

Caulking 5 to 10
Labeling 25
Manometer 15
Piping 50+
Radon Fan 5 to 8

Radon mitigation systems have but one moving part: the radon fan.

Page 4 of 6

http://www.fortunepropertyservices.com


Fortune Property Services Appliance Life Expectancy Guide

BONUS SECTION

CONSTRUCTIONMATERIALS LIFE EXPECTANCY:

PLUMBING

PLUMBING, FIXTURES & FAUCETS YEARS

ABS and PVC Waste Pipe 50 to 80
Accessible/ADA Handles 100+
Acrylic Kitchen Sink 50
Cast-Iron Bathtub 100
Cast-Iron Waste Pipe (above ground) 60

Cast-Iron Waste Pipe (below ground) 50 to 60
Concrete Waste Pipe 100+
Copper Water Lines 70
Enameled Steel Kitchen Sink 5 to 10+
Faucets and Spray Hose 15 to 20
Fiberglass Bathtub and Shower 20
Gas Lines (black steel) 75
Gas Lines (flex) 30
Hose Bibs 20 to 30
Instant (on-demand) Water Heater 10
PEX 40
Plastic Water Lines 75
Saunas/Steam Room 15 to 20
Sewer Grinder Pump 10
Shower Enclosure/Module 50
Shower Doors 20
Showerheads 100+ (if not clogged by minerals or other

deposits)

Soapstone Kitchen Sink 100+
Sump Pump 7
Toilet Tank Components 5
Toilets, Bidets and Urinals 100+
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Vent Fan (ceiling) 5 to 10
Vessel Sink (stone, glass, porcelain, copper) 5 to 20+

Water Heater (conventional) 6 to 12
Water Line (copper) 50
Water Line (plastic) 50
Water Softener 20
Well Pump 15
Whirlpool Tub 20 to 50

The quality of plumbing fixtures varies dramatically. The mineral content of water can shorten

the life expectancy of water heaters and clogged showerheads. Also, some finishes may require

special maintenance with approved cleaning agents per the manufacturers in order to last their

expected service life.
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