MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF HANMER COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 13th MAY 2025 AT GLENDOWER PLACE, HANMER

PRESENT: - Cllrs J Smith, B Weeks, J Jones, P Pinnington, L Cooper, S Wyn-Jones, Dr K Redman, E Hanmer and the Clerk C Roberts and 1 member of the public.

1. APOLOGIES: -
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Colquhoun

2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS:-
Chairman:-  Cllr J Smith was proposed by Cllr E Hanmer and seconded by Cllr B Weeks. There being no other nominations, Cllr J Smith was unanimously elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.

Vice Chairman.:- Cllr E Hanmer was proposed by Chairman J Smith and seconded by Cllr P Pinnington. There being no other nominations, Cllr E Hanmer was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

Treasurer: - The Clerk Mrs C Roberts was proposed by Chairman J Smith and seconded by Cllr J Jones. There being no other nominations, Mrs C Roberts was unanimously elected for the ensuing year.

Internal Auditors. – Mr Jake Gurr was proposed by Cllr L Cooper and seconded by Vice Chairman E Hanmer, and was unanimously agreed.

3. BANKING ARRANGEMENTS: - It was proposed by Cllr J Jones  and seconded by Cllr P Pinnington to keep the banking arrangements the same as the previous year, which was that 2 signatures be required for cheques and transfers. The signatories currently being the Chairman, Vice Chairman and The Clerk/Treasurer. This was unanimously agreed by the Community Council.

4. STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGUATIONS
(i) It was proposed by Chairman J Smith and seconded by Cllr S Wyn-Jones to agree to adopt the New Model  Standing Orders and Financial Regulations applicable to the 2025/2026 financial year.
(ii) It was unanimously confirmed that the accounting statements and Annual Governance statement was approved. This was then signed by Chairman J Smith. 
(iii) The Model Employment Contract for the Clerk and the Councillor Remuneration Opt out form were received and will be responded to by 27/05/2025

5. MINUTES: - The minutes of the previous meeting of 18th March 2025 having been circulated were confirmed as a correct record and signed by Chairman J Smith.

6. OPEN FORUM
A member of the public expressed concerns regarding long grass at the junctions onto ‘A’ roads causing visibility issues. It was discussed that WCBC only cut the grass once during the year between June and September. The Clerk is to contact Ward Councillor J Newton to ask if the Hanmer turning on to the A539 and A525 can be done before then to aid visibility and also to confirm the schedule for other verges.




7. MATTERS ARISING:-
Ward Cllr update;- Ward Councillor J Newton was unable to attend but sent a report stating that Highways Dept were working on the roads 2/3 days per week; potholes are being worked on  and Cumbers Bank VAS have not yet been produced, but should be done in the next few weeks.
Highway Matters:- The speeding report was distributed prior to the meeting with no improvement to the figures detected.
The Horseman’s Green turning has now been resurfaced and a very good job has been done, together with Sandy Lane and Hanmer Mill Farm surfaces – it was agreed that Ward Councillor J Newton has worked very hard liaising with Highways in getting this work done.
The surface of large stretches of the A525 was identified as being particularly bad and as it is a key link road for Wrexham Industrial Estate used by many lorries, it was discussed that the Clerk should ask Ward Councillor J Newton what the maintenance plans for the road are to improve the surface.
Police Matters:- PCSO L Davies has previously emailed the monthly report. It was discussed that although there have been some criminal activity known to the Community Council, these are not appearing on the crime figures which, it was felt give a biased view that there is no serious crime in the area. The Clerk is to contact the PCSO to find out why these crimes are not appearing on the report.
Inconsiderate and dangerous parking is still an issue especially around school pick up and drop off times, and especially on a Friday afternoon. The Clerk is to contact the PCSO to ask if more patrols can be made during this time.
Hanmer Surgery:- Cllr Dr K Redman updated the Community Council on the ongoing issues faced by the Surgery with reference to the closure of Penley Hospital. A letter is to be drafted to send to the Chairman of the Health Board to support the Surgery.
Hanmer War Memorial:- A report has been received from The Natural Building Centre Ltd with recommendations for gentle cleaning done by a professional. The Clerk is to obtain quotes for this work.
Hanmer Arms Update:- New tenants have taken over and the pub is to be reopened on 23rd May. The Community Council now have a direct contact for the owners of the site and are encouraged to report any concerns.

8. ACCOUNTS: - 
The Clerks action in settling the following accounts is approved.
WCBC Quarterly Maintenance Street Lights - £44.65
Jake Gurr invoice -  £150 Internal Audit for Year End Accounts 2024/2025

9.CORRESPONDENCE:-
One Voice Wales Vacancy

10. PLANNING
No New planning applications received
Pending:
P/2025/0096 – Big Arowry – Conversion of Agricultural Building to Dwelling
P/2022/0880 - Home Farm Buildings Gredington Estate - variation of condition 1 of planning permission to extend time limit for commencement of development 
P/2024/1655 - Halghton Villa, Horseman’s Green - Erection of Slurry lagoon with safety fencing and associated works
Permission Granted:
P/2025/0191 – Cherry Tree Barn, Halghton Lane LL13 0BW - Erection of Garage
P/2024/1617 - Dukes View, The Pant Farm - Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian and the formation of all-weather ménage
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Due to the ongoing speeding issues it was discussed that concerns should be raised directly with the Traffic Inspector showing the evidence of the traffic report.
A low flying drone has been reported in Horseman’s Green – the Clerk to contact PCSO Davies to pass on concerns of privacy.
Due to the ongoing parking problems outside the Mere, it was discussed that a banner be produced and funded by the Community Council to remind visitors to park carefully. To be placed on the Hanmer owned boundary fencing. The Clerk is to contact the PCSO to check there are no violations.

NEXT MEETING: - 7.30pm  Tuesday 15th July 2025

There being no further business the Chairman thanked all present for attending the meeting and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
                                                          


 Signed as a correct record...........................................
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