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Navigator Spotlight

Name: Leslie Thacker

Hobbies: | enjoy doing yoga and Pilates, going roller skating, and
camping.

Favorite Movie: The Zookeeper's Wife

Why did you become a navigator? | was a member of a group of the
Leadership Charlottesville Program that helped redevelop the Navigator
Program, and I'm grateful to serve on the Charlottesville Scholarship
Program'’s Board of Directors.

How do you support your scholars? My scholars are pretty self-sufficient
young people, but | still offer them support and encouragement—and |
remind them about deadlines—through Facebook and texts. And | also like to
wish them a happy birthday!

How has being a navigator impacted you? Being a navigator has given
me an appreciation for the diversity, talent, and maturity of our scholars. It is
especially inspiring in that many of them not only attend school, but work
full-time and some are also contributing financial support to their families.

About the Charlottesville Scholarship Program

Established in 2001 with a $250,000 gift from Charlottesville City Council, the Charlottesville Scholarship Program
provides college scholarships to low— and moderate-income graduates of Charlottesville City Schools, and to City
employees. We support students through the completion of their course of study, and we support adults who are
furthering their education. Scholarships increase each year, which encourages students to complete school, and
lessens overall student debt. To date, we have helped 126 students pursue higher education.
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