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For as the soil makes the sprout come 
up and a garden causes seeds to 
grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make 
righteousness and praise spring 
before all nations. 
~ Isaiah 61:11 
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Garden Party 

Clean-up Days: 

Ditch clean-up on Saturday April 30, 2022: Recently biked along S-56 south of 

Steamboat Rock and it is heavily littered again. Specifically, the section between the 

Rock Stop and the entrance to the Pine Lake Golf Course. In 2021 we picked up two 

full pick-up loads of trash and junk in that stretch after not being picked up for years. 

Should go much faster this year. Meet at the east parking lot of the Steamboat Rock 

Baptist Church at 9:00 am. the Hardin County Roads department is providing Safety 

vests and signage. Start as a group at the parking lot where we will divide up into 

two teams. One team will start from the parking lot and the other will start at the golf 

course entrance. End will be where we meet in the middle about at the east gravel 

road that leads to the Pine Lake Wildlife Club. This is an activity where the more the 

merrier applies!  

 

Friendly Valley 

Published by Pride & Betterment  

City Wide clean-up Days: Saturdays June 11 and June 25, 2022. City will provide a large roll-off to put junk in that has 

accumulated on your property. Same location as in prior years at the City Stick dump just north of the Fire Station and members 

of the City Council will be there to assist in unloading. This is a great service the City has provided for many years to get rid of 

your extra junk. Get your friends and relatives to give you a hand with this activity if you are unable to do it yourself.  
 

Appliances will also be accepted at a cost of $15/appliance. As in the past, this is a pass through for the city, not a fee we keep. 

There will be a designated spot to place your clean recyclable iron and metal including aluminum, stainless steel, and all kinds 

of other scrap iron immediately south of the compost bins. My own scrap iron pile includes things like the  

aluminum parts of old pots, internal camper brake assemblies, worn out leaf springs, iron pipe, many times repurposed angle 

iron, and misc. other metal scraps. Please keep the scrap iron well off the driveway path so we do not create any flat tires. Prior 

to the official clean-up days, the stick dump will be open every Saturday for sticks, tree limbs, dead falls, and so forth prior to 

the official clean-up days which are junk only. You are welcome to bring metal scraps to the iron pile any of those Saturdays.  
 

Hazardous Waste disposal:  Saturday July 9th, 2022, between the Post office and the old School Gym, 9-11 AM. Sponsored by 

Hardin County Solid Waste and Metro Waste Authority. This is very specifically an opportunity for you to get rid of toxic 

substances, petroleum-based waste products, all kinds of chemical type products, used oil filters, and a plethora of other stuff that 

may be starting to leak all over your basement or garage. In the last year, twice, someone in town dumped something toxic into 

our sewer system which killed the good bacteria in our sewer plant. That is a really bad idea because it screws up the sewer 

plant so much that the DNR can fine the City for that happening if they think it will continue. That would be your hard-earned 

property tax money and sewer bill payments used to pay a fine for an event that should not have happened. So, the moral of this 

story is- bring that kind of stuff to the hazardous clean-up disposal day! 

 

Thanks - Tim Stearns, Mayor      



 

  

Miscellaneous News 
THANK YOU – Special thanks to Bruce Baillie for his dedication to the  

Steamboat Rock  Cemetery. Bruce recently completed 18 years of serving on the  

Cemetery Board of      Directors. 

     ~ Thank you, Bruce, – Ed Bear, Greg Heikens, Lora Kramer, Deb Meints,  

Doug Bleeker, Arnie Luiken, and Roger Pickering, caretaker. 

 

FROM Toni Nederhoff – “I would like to THANK the Steamboat Rock  

Library for the nice gifts for the “Blind Date” book contest very much.”    

 

There are LOTS of opportunities to jump in and help make Steamboat Rock GREAT!!!  Look below… 

committees, volunteer work, and lots more. 
   

 

 

 

The First Flower of Spring 
I smiled when I saw the first flower of Spring the other day.  A lone Blue Bonnet had popped its head through the ground 

and was looking around on a cool, April morning.  I wasn’t sure what had made it finally decide to end its long, Winter’s 

sleep.  Perhaps it had noticed that the ground around it was no longer frozen.  Perhaps it had felt the warmth of the 

sunshine finally pushing the temperatures into the seventies. Perhaps it had heard the songs of the birds singing that Spring 

had arrived and it was time for the world to awaken again. Perhaps the roots of the trees had whispered to it that it was 

now safe to come out and that their own limbs were already budding. 
 

Whatever the reason it was a joy to see the little guy soaking up the light and calling out to its fellow flowers to join in the 

celebration of life once again.  I know that soon it will be joined by other Blue Bonnets, Buttercups, Tulips, Daffodils, and 

Dandelions.  I know that soon the air will be full of Butterflies dancing above them all. I know that soon the meadows will 

be full of growing grass and the forested hills be awash in bright, green leaves.  I know that soon the mountains of my 

home will once again be alive with the glory of God’s creation. 
 

We too are a part of that creation, but unlike the flowers in the field we have the ability to bloom even when the world 

around us is cold, dark, and harsh. We have the ability to share our beauty in the face of ugliness, our joy in the face of 

fear, and our love in the face of hate. We have the ability to make every day feel like the first day of Spring. 
 

May you bloom well then today and always.  May you shine your light.  May you share your love.  May you be truly alive 

in the glory of God’s creation.  And may you forever make your Heavenly Father smile. 
   

    By Joseph J. Mazzella 

retrieved from https://www.sunnyskyz.com/feel-good-story/170/The-First-Flower-of-Spring 

 

STEAMBOAT ROCK COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
City of Steamboat Rock  Steamboat Rock Fire & Rescue      Steamboat Rock Pride & Betterment 

PO Box 366    PO Box 174         PO Box 356 

Steamboat Rock, IA 50672  Steamboat Rock, IA 50672       Steamboat Rock, IA 50672 

641-868-2240    641-868-2314         641-868-2025 

srcityhall@heartofiowa.net  srchief@heartofiowa.net        team64@heartofiowa.net  
 

Steamboat Rock Baptist Church Steamboat Rock Historic Society      Steamboat Rock Public Library 

107 2nd St.    409 W. Market St.        511 W. Market St. 

Steamboat Rock, IA 50672  Steamboat Rock, IA 50672       Steamboat Rock, IA 50672 

641-868-2458    641-858-6085         641-868-2300 

church@steamboatbaptist.org  jimkramer@heartofiowa.net        srocklib@heartofiowa.net  
 

Steamboat Rock Cemetery  Steamboat Rock Presbyterian Church      Steamboat Rock Visionary Group 

19325 Z Ave.    401 Market St.         PO Box 185 

Steamboat Rock, IA 50672  Steamboat Rock, IA 50672       Steamboat Rock, IA 50672 

641-751-5096    641-868-2292         641-868-2182 

50672cemetery@gmail.com   srpresby@gmail.com         bhutchcroft@hotmail.com  
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Steamboat Rock Fire Department 
                       Please keep in mind that this can be a dryer portion of the year and some like to burn off the old dead 

           grass. When burning, take note of the wind conditions, speed, and direction.  It doesn’t take much for a 

         spark to travel and ignite something else. 
 

If you do burn, call Hardin Sheriff NON-EMERGENCY number (641-939-8190) and give them the location of your 

burn before you start and when you are finished. This gives them valuable information on whether to dispatch your local FD.  
 

To give you an update on things that have been happening around the station.  Ryan S. and assistance from Damion H. 

have diligently worked on getting the air system up and functional.  All our trucks that have air brakes are now equipped with a 

backup air system.  What does this mean, it means that when we are called, we can have the air system be fully charged and not 

have to wait for the system to build up air to leave, if there happens to be a small leak in the truck system.  This money ($5,000 - 

$6,000) has come from the multiple fundraisers that a portion of that was set aside for this purpose.   
 

We have currently ordered two portable LED rechargeable lights ($600/light).  These lights will help light up the scene 

when the incident is further away and help light up the scene where the truck lights can’t reach.  This also eliminates the risk of 

cords and water mixing. 
  

The Steamboat Rock Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association set the date for their breakfast. It will be held on Saturday, 

May 28th at the Boat Club now The Lodge (Iowa River Conversation Club) from 7 – 11 a.m.  More information will be coming 

in the May newsletter. 
 

As Always - Stay Fire Safe 

Chief Williams 

 

 

Pastor Lynn Arends, Steamboat Rock Presbyterian Church and East Friesland Presbyterian Church 
  

             WHAT’S IN A (NICK) NAME? 
 

Bucky. Bo. Toad. Willie.  
 

Just a few of the printable nicknames of friends and classmates of mine back in high school. Did you ever have a nickname? 

A name that people knew you by and probably called you by more than your given name. I think most of us did. Especially 

within our circle of friends that we were closer than most with.  
 

It seems like most nicknames were derivatives of our last names or, in other cases, something that referred to a funny incident 

that happened to the name. Or perhaps it referenced a certain physical feature that was easy to make fun of.  
 

Whatever it referred to or wherever it came from, our nicknames were meant to be fun and not necessarily mean or insulting.  
 

The Bible gives us many instances of people getting a new name. Abraham, Jacob, Sarah- all of these received their new 

names from God. But the two that come to mind immediately for me are the nicknames given to Peter, James, and John. 

Jesus gave Simon, son of John, a nickname when He gave him the keys to the kingdom.  John 1:42 in the Contemporary 

English Version Bible CEV says, “And when Jesus saw him, he said, “Simon’s son of John, you will be called Cephas.” This 

name can be translated as “Peter.” 
 

A nickname of Cephas, which in its original Greek form can be translated to “rock”. And what was Peter to be? The rock 

upon which Jesus would build His church. Matthew 16: 18 in the NIV has Jesus telling Peter,” And I tell you that you are 

Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church…” A fitting nickname indeed.  
 

Jesus gave the apostles James and John their team nickname in Mark 3:17 in the English Standard Version Bible ESV “James 

the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder) …” 
 

Sons of Thunder. That’s a fun nickname. It sounds like a pro wrestling tag team. Why would Jesus call James and John sons 

of thunder? Well, the Bible never really comes right out and tells us why, but we can assume that Jesus knew everything about 

the two when He called them to be apostles and thus, was fully aware of their “thunderous” personalities.  
 

Jesus knows about you, too. And He’s called you to follow Him. And to work for Him. Using whatever talent or gift you may 

have. Are you a rock? Something Jesus can use to build upon? Welcome, we’ll call you Peter.  

                                                                                                                                            Cont’d on Page 6    



 

 

 

  Steamboat Rock Public Library 

Steamboat Rock Historical Society  

Hours are as Follows 
Tuesday      1:00-6:00 PM 

Wednesday 2:00-5:00 PM 

Thursday-Friday 12:00-4:00 PM 

Saturday     9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Julie Stone was great, and we had a wonderful group that came to listen to her.  

Not only did she do a reading from her newest book, but she talked about the 

process of writing, getting an editor and a publisher.  Along with that were fun 

cookies decorated like the front cover of her book.  We hope to have more Iowa 

writers here for programs in the future.  
 

We met with the county supervisors and heard back from them about our monthly 

support.  Although we didn’t receive an increase, we also didn’t lose any income 

from them.  The budget will be tight, but we will still provide quality services to 

the community and surrounding area. 
 

Books have been weeded and there are still some people can go through so if you 

are looking to add to your collection, please stop in. 
 

We received the Hardin County Community Foundation grant in the amount of 

$4,300.  This will be used to replace the shelving I the non-fiction area of the 

library with bookcases that have deeper shelves.  This will prevent some of our 

non-standard sized books from falling off the narrow shelves.  This leaves only one 

section of shelves that need to be replaced in the future.  A huge Thank You to this 

organization for this grant. 
 

Remember we are a non-profit organization so any donation you give can be used 

as a tax write-off.  Thanks to all your assistance in any way. 
 
 

511 W. Market St; Steamboat Rock          Phone/Fax: 641-868-2300 

www.youseemore.com/nile/steamboatrock or on Facebook @SteamboatRockLibrary 

President:  Jim Kramer  Vice President:  Dennis Holmes 

Secretary:  Janet Folkerts Treasurer:  Kitty Hemmen 

At Large:  Keith Griffen 

Email:  jimkkramer@heartofiowa.net 

Adult Fiction 

Run Rose by Dolly Parton & James 

Patterson 

Citizen K-9 by David Rosenfelt 

He’s with the Band by Julie Stone 

The House Next Door by James Patterson 

The Pilot’s Daughter by Audrey Cole 

The Summer Getaway by Susan Mallery 
 

Mystery 

The Match by Harlan Coben 

Nine Lives by Peter Swanson 

The Darkest Place by Phillip 

Margolin 

The Missing Piece by John Lescroart 

What Happened to the Bennets?  

by Lisa Scottoline 
 

Historical Fiction 

The Diamond Eye by Kate Quinn 

Until Leaves Fall in Paris  

by Sarah Sundin 

Hidden Treasures by Michell Adams 

Blood’s Echo by Isabella Maldonado 

Death Blow by Isabella Maldonado 

Phoenix Burning  

by Isabella Maldonado 

The Book of Cold Cases  

by Simone St. James 

The Dust Bowl Orphans  

by Suzette D. Harrison 
 

Young Adult 

Freewater  

     by Amina Luqman-Dawson 
 

 

 

 

New to the Library 

OUR Mission 

“To preserve and promote the history of Steamboat Rock and the surrounding area” 
 

The Museum Will Soon Be OPEN Again 

We plan on opening up again on May 28th, of Memorial Day weekend.  However, if 

you are in town before then and would like to take a tour of our museum, I would be 

happy to set up a time to meet you there.  Send me an email at the address above or 

give me a call at 641-858-6085 to make arrangements.  
 

Web Page  

Take some time to visit our web page at www.steamboat-rock-historical-society.com 

If you are not already a member, take time to open a membership.  This will give you 

full access to the book, “Steamboat Rock: Anchored in History”.  This will also give 

you a search tool to look for anything in the book. 

 

Family History  

One of our goals for the SRHS is to have “family histories” on file at the museum for 

people who called Steamboat Rock their home.  As a former resident of Steamboat 

Rock or a descendant of someone who lived here, would you consider writing up a 

short history of your family including the dates when your family lived here?  We 

often get inquiries from people who are researching their family history and having 

these records on file would be beneficial to future generations of people researching 

their family.       

Cont’d on next page 

http://www.youseemore.com/nile/steamboatrock
http://www.steamboat-rock-historical-society.com/
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Blast from the Past 

   STATIC of October 5, 1944 

Over the past 20 years, I have spent time looking up what my father, Kenneth Kramer, did during WW2. It has been very 

interesting as I have been able to find a lot of information. I even talked to one of his crew mates and he sent me pictures 

of the crew and other photos of my father while he was stationed in England, including record of their part in the invasion 

at Normandy. 
 

In looking for something to put in this month’s newsletter, I decided to just look through some of the old “Static” papers 

that the school printed for many years. I had a stack of them dated as early at 1936. In looking through these papers, I 

discovered a letter that my father wrote in response to a request from the Static staff. I am very thankful to have another 

bit of information about the time my father served in WW2. 
 

STATIC 

OCTOBER 5, 1944 

HONOR ROLL 

Tech/Sgt. Kenneth C. Kramer 37654525 

U.S. Army Air Forces 

Dear folks on the home front, 

 I am home for a twenty-five-day furlough after flying a thirty-two-mission tour in the European Theater of 

Operations as a top-turret gunner on a B-24 Liberator Bomber. It feels pretty good to back in the States again where there 

is a little light on the city streets. In England, the streets were pretty dark, but I understand they have lighted things up 

there a bit again. 

 I flew overseas in February and had a very enjoyable trip over. I spent a few days in South America and Africa 

before going to England. 

 The weather in England is usually quite damp with plenty of fog. It seemed to me that the sun shone very little 

and when it did shine, it was for a very short time. As a rule, the air is always damp and cold. 

 I visited London several times. It is really a large place with plenty to see and enjoy. I saw several robot planes 

which made you feel a little funny the first couple times, but you get used to them quite easy. 

 I flew raids to Berlin and Paris and other targets in Germany, France, and a few of the other smaller countries 

nearby. Seventeen of my thirty-two raids were to Germany. 

 I have been awarded the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross.  

 After my furlough, I report to Miami, Florida for a couple weeks then I will be assigned to an Air Base 

somewhere in the United States. 
 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

I remember my father telling me that when he arrived in Miami, Florida after the war, he would only be there a few days 

until he received his assignment. However, after quite some time, he finally talked with those in charge to find out when 

he would get his assignment. It was at that time that they discovered that his file had fallen behind the filing cabinet. He 

was then assigned to Chanute Field in Champaign County, Illinois until such time he was released. 
 

Jim Kramer, President of the Steamboat Rock Historical Society  

What’s Happening at …. 
    May 7, 2022 – Adult Prom Night 

     Celebrating our 5th Anniversary / Karaoke 8-Midnight 

    May 14, 2022 

     5th Annual Lindsay Stupp Memorial Ride 

      Leaving Happenings @ NOON 

    May 21, 2022 

     FIRST Bike Night 

LIVE Music “One Track Mind” 5:00-9:00pm 

Blessing of the Bikes 7:00pm 

 



  

 

Steamboat Rock Visionary Group / Pride & Betterment Committee 
Spring! Spring is finally here although slow to arrive at the warm weather we seek! Any day now! Please! Spring brings 

with it a renewed surge of activity for our committee members. Our goal continues to be to aid our city leaders and 

community members in making our community the best it can  be. We welcome ideas. Contact any member and let him or 

her know what you are thinking. 
 

Brisket Supper! Mark the date! On Wednesday, May 25th, the committee will hold its primary fundraising activity of the 

year. The menu will include brisket, beans, cole slaw and a dessert bar. Serving will be from 5:00pm-7:00pm at the park 

shelter house. Carry out or eat at the site. We greatly appreciate your support! 
 

Basketball! The court is ready for playing and the lights will stay on until 11:00pm at night all the way into October. 
 

Playground! The play area is overdue to have additional mulch added. As the playground-approved mulch is extremely 

expensive our committee hopes to have the necessary funds in order to complete the project soon. 
 

T-Shirts! Our Steamboat Rock long-sleeved t-shirts have proven to be so popular we are going to restock our sizes soon. 

They are available at the library. 
 

Christmas Tree Lighting! The committee has enjoyed lighting the downtown tree over the past few years. We are now 

faced with a tough decision. The cost of the commercial-grade lights has been difficult for our committee to fund. Now the 

price of the lights has taken a big jump. The lights have also not lasted as long as advertised, no to mention the difficulty in 

getting the lights up into the tree. We are weighing options and a decision on whether or not to continue the lighting 

tradition will be made sometime this summer. Any thoughts or ideas would be appreciated. 
 

We wish everyone a great spring & summer! 
 

Email: srvisionarygroup@gmail.com 

Mail:  PO Box 185 Steamboat Rock 

Instagram: @srvisionarygroup 
 

Steamboat Rock Visionary Group Members:  Mike Finger, Mary Gast, Dave Hagberg, Bob Hutchcroft, Jen Merfeld, Toni 

Nederhoff, Mariah Schurman, and Sandy Trampe. 

 
 

Cont’d from Page 3     Pastor Lynn Arends,  

       Steamboat Rock Presbyterian Church and East Friesland Presbyterian Church 
 

Are you quick to answer, sometimes maybe without thinking? Thundering your thoughts and opinions? Welcome, we’ll call 

you sons and daughters of thunder.  
 

Whatever you’re called to do, know this. Jesus has a name for you. Especially for you on the days when He comes to bring 

His new heaven and His new earth. Revelation 2:17 in the NIV, “… I will also give him a white stone with a new name 

written on it, known only to him who receives it.” 
 

Wow. A new nickname from Jesus Himself. You must be very special to Him.  

I wonder what my nickname and your nickname will be?  

 
 

mailto:srvisionarygroup@gmail.com


  

City of Steamboat Rock 
“A Valley of Friendliness” 

 Mayor Tim Stearns 
 

Council Members:  Adam Blackburn  Jackie Hagberg  Kevin Pieters  Cory Schurman  Jon Schurman 
 

The Steamboat Rock City Council met in regular session April 11th, 2022, 6:30 p.m. in the City Council chambers and 

available via zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions. Present were Mayor Stearns and the following council members: Adam 

Blackburn, Jackie Hagberg, Cory Schurman, and Jon Schurman absent: Kevin Pieters. Also present were Melissa Johanson, 

Dave Hagberg, Heidi Young, Todd Fleming, and Renee Oltrogge.  
 

 Mayor Stearns called the meeting to order. C. Schurman  moved, seconded by Blackburn to approve the posted 

agenda. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters.  
 

 Hagberg moved, seconded by C. Schurman to approve the minutes from March 14th, 2022. Motion carried 

unanimously, absent Pieters. C. Schurman moved, seconded by Blackburn to approve the minutes from March 23rd, 2022. 

Motion carried unanimously, absent Pieters. J. Schurman moved, seconded by Hagberg the motion to approve City bills as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. Hours were presented for Renee Oltrogge, City Clerk and Kelly 

Haskin, Water/Sewer Supervisor. C. Schurman moved, Blackburn seconded the motion to approve hours as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters.  
 

Public comments:  Mayor Stearns presented building permit request for new deck and ramp for 202 E Market St. C. 

Schurman moved, Hagberg seconded the motion to approve the permit as presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: 

Pieters.  
 

Dave Hagberg requested the city allow wood chips (not allowed in the City stick dump) to be piled on the east side of 

the fence adjacent to the north bin of the compost center. He would like to promote this as a source of wood chips for 

residents’ use. J. Schurman moved, C. Schurman seconded the motion to approve the wood chip pile as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. 
 

Melissa Johanson, Librarian presented the library report. Working to re-install the library sign. Grant just received for 

new bookcases. 14 people came to the author reading. Norm will be planting some new Maple trees on the property line, with 

the neighbor’s approval at no cost with the ability to put some signage up for his tree nursery. Mayor Stearns advised we have 

8-10 oak trees that need to be transplanted from in front of the solar panels, they might be able to use. POs requested 

#202203011 $25.00 JC Powers for snow removal, #20220302 Baker & Taylor $427.72 for books. Hagberg moved, Blackburn 

seconded the motion to approve the POs as presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters.  
 

Scott Williams, Fire Chief was not present for the Fire Department report. Mayor Stearns relayed from the Chief’s 

written report: advised no burn bans at this time. All members needing new gear have been fitted and ordered. Fireman’s 

Breakfast on May 28th from 7 - 11 a.m. Pancakes, French toast, eggs, sausage, bacon, toast, and drinks. Newest members 

Harrison and Justin are continuing classes for certification for FF1. Practice burns on April 23. 
 

Nothing to report from public works.  
 

 Mayor Stearns advised on distressed properties; 101 E Main- a petition is in process. 103 E Main-deed to transfer 

ownership signed and waiting for the transfer to be recorded. 208 3rd St- City attorney has sent “Consent to enter judgement” 

and “Request to release lien” to IRS. Plan to get a roll off with volunteers to clean up the junk, then burn the sticks. Sources of 

additional volunteers were discussed. 301 W Market St is sold and the new owner plans to rehab the property. 305 4th St has 

been sold and clean-up is in process. 308 6th & 601 W Sycamore are 50% thru the 90-day notice. No response so far.  
 

 New Superintendent of Janitorial Services at Community Center has no applicants and City Clerk is asking Council to 

consider increasing to offering wage. Blackburn suggested to make it an hourly job instead of salaried. C. Schurman moved to 

make the offering $10/hour with a maximum of 24 hours per month, Blackburn seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

Absent: Pieters. 
 

 Hardin County Conservation & Sewer Hook Up presented by Mayor Stearns requesting the council to approve an 

easement for the county campground to hook up somewhere to the City sewer system with the proper legal documents. 

Blackburn moved, C. Schurman seconded. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. 
 

Proposed River Road Sewer Installation was discussed by Mayor Stearns with the two estimates received so far, each 

with a variety of options. Long term, the gravity feed proposals, while higher in cost, would allow more flexibility as the 

community expands to the SW over the next 15-20 years. 
 

            Cont’d on Page 5 



  

Cont’d from Page 4     City of Steamboat Rock 
 

Mayor Stearns suggested we apply for grants covering 40% of the cost, pay for 20% out of the Sewer fund, and request 

financing for the other 40%, about $200,000 on a 10-year loan. This could be doable to justify the return on investment. 

Currently seven potential customers on the west side of the river, plus hook up the county campground on that line. Long term 

there could potentially be an additional 6-12 homes construction to the SW. Sewer in that area would promote new homes 

which would increase the tax base and we could serve the residents that are already there better. Mayor Stearns suggested that 

gearing this towards tourism as a joint venture for the bike trail and County Conservation, along with growing our town might 

add to the competitive nature of a grant application. 
 

Happenings Bike Night Dates to be exempted from the sound ordinance and street closures were presented by owner Heidi 

Young. Dates requested are the 3rd Saturday of each month, 5 pm – 9 pm May through September with street closures from 

noon – 10 pm. This is the fifth year they have done these types of activities here in Steamboat Rock. The August one coincides 

with Jeep Jam. C. Schurman moved, Blackburn seconded the motion to approve the noise exemption as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. Hagberg moved, J. Schurman seconded the motion to approve the street closures as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. Young, who has been helping re-build the official city website, asked 

for additional local input for suggestions of what to include on the city website. 
 

 Mayor Stearns advised a bid for 12 LED gym lights has not yet been received. To fix the current lights costs about 

$250 per fixture which is not cost effective when the fixtures could be changed to LED for about the same amount of money, 

then apply for the Alliant rebate of an estimated $130 per fixture and reduce electric usage by 80%. The project is estimated at 

a net cost of about $2,000. No motion until further, more complete information is received.  The idea of some donations 

towards the fixtures was discussed and getting the Visionary group involved to embrace that was agreed.  
 

 Mayor Stearns discussed completing the City 5 Year Strategic Plan with the help of Region IV.  Region IV is very 

experienced with developing these plans in a way to help with securing grants. They are requesting the city to have “some skin 

in the game” with a suggested donation of $500. Blackburn, C. Schurman, Hagberg, and Mayor Stearns advised they would 

like the completed plan to be flexible, more umbrella like so the city has the ability to maneuver within the plan. Plan should 

touch on everything and involve The Visionary Group. Oltrogge advised the items in the city survey with over 40% agreement 

includes Tourism, Friendly Valley Times, and the downtown. Hagberg moved, Blackburn seconded the motion to approve 

pursuing the plan and $500 towards it as presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters.  
 

 Mayor Stearns presented Resolution 22-04 Max Levy with no changes. C. Schurman moved, Hagberg seconded the 

motion to approve. Roll call - Blackburn- aye, Hagberg- aye, and C. Schurman- aye, J. Schurman - aye. Motion carried 

unanimously. Absent: Pieters. 
 

 Date set for Public Budget Adoption Hearing Resolution 22-05 to be during the City Council Meeting, May 9th, 2022, 

at 6:30 pm at City Hall 306 W Market St. C. Schurman moved, Blackburn seconded the motion to approve the date as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: Pieters. Oltrogge advised due to this error the FY2023 budgeted property tax 

revenues will be reduced by $10,512. 
 

 Mayor’s comments:  Common sense is the knack of seeing things as they are and doing things as they should be done. 

-Josh Billings (1818-85) 
 

 C. Schurman moved to adjourn the meeting, J. Schurman seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Absent: 

Pieters. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 

_________________________                                          __________________________ 

Timothy A. Stearns, Mayor                                                Renee Oltrogge, City Clerk 

 



 

       



 

     



    

 



     



    

  

      



 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Steamboat Rock Pride & Betterment Committee 

PO Box 356 

Steamboat Rock, IA 50672 

Saturday, April 30th    Ditch Cleanup Day – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Monday, May 9th   City Council Meeting  6:30pm 

Saturday, May 28th   Fire Dept Breakfast  7-11am  @Baot Club 

Saturday, June 4th   Garden Party 4-7pm 

Saturday, June 1111h  Spring Cleanup Day  9-11am 

Saturday, June 2511h  Spring Cleanup Day  9-11am 

Saturday, Julu 911h   Hazardous Waste Day  9-11am –  

between Post Office & old school gym 

Ahead... looking 

www.steamboatrockiowa.com 

 

Thank YOU to our Newsletter Sponsors ~ 
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