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PRAISE FOR
UFO SECRETS INSIDE WRIGHT-
PATTERSON

“Through their tenacious efforts to document mysterious events
surrounding Roswell, Hangar 18, and alien beings as reported to them by
top military officials, Carey and Schmitt show that good old-fashioned
investigative reporting is still alive and well.”

—CHERYLL JONES, former
anchor, CNN

“Never again should it be said that we simply don't have evidence of
extraterrestrial visitation. If the eyewitness testimony of dozens of
honorable, distinguished, and heroic military men and women is to account
for anything, . . . then we should listen to what they've been telling us
about Wright-Patterson AFB. Schmitt and Carey take us on a riveting
journey inside underground hangars and down secret tunnels to the testing
labs and storage facilities of quite possibly the world's most historically
important air base. My own grandfather's unusual employment at the base
is interwoven with the secrets guarded within its gates. It was because of
his experiences on special assignments at the facility that he was
compelled to tell his family from his deathbed, ‘We are not alone.’”

—BEN HANSEN, lead host of
SyFy's Fact or Faked:
Paranormal Files

“Don Schmitt and Tom Carey know the truth about UFOs. Someone from
someplace that isn't here has been flying around in our skies using
technology that we don't have to execute aerial maneuvers that we can't
match. The question now is, what are we going to do about it. The answer
is that men like Schmitt and Carey—who hate being lied to—are going to



present us with the facts, and if we're as courageous as they are, we are not
going to take it much longer.”

—BRYCE ZABEL, creator,
producer, and director of
Dark Skies, and coauthor of
A.D. After Disclosure

“Tom Carey and Don Schmitt have taken the investigation of Roswell
from New Mexico to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, adding valuable
and documented evidence about what is now the history of the UFO field.
Their important research will significantly aid in uncovering what is
becoming the greatest mystery of our time.”

—KEVIN D. RANDLE, Lt.
Col. USAR (Ret.), author of
Crash: When UFOs Fall from
the Sky

“Tom Carey and Don Schmitt have once again dug deeply to uncover
credible witness testimony, documentation, and other evidence that our
military recovered ET technology many decades ago. Their latest work is
highly suggestive that Wright-Patterson's role in the exploitation of that
discovery was—and may still be—substantial.”

—ANTHONY BRAGALIA,
author and UFO researcher

“What if the truth we seek from UFO disclosure has been hidden in plain
sight? Alien bodies and technology were recovered more than once by our
military. Who orchestrated the cover-up and where would that invaluable
wreckage be held? Two of the most dedicated investigators in the field,
Don Schmitt and Tom Carey, have turned from the Roswell, New Mexico,
UFO crash of 1947 to where the Air Force policies of cover-up and
secrecy were first implemented—Wright-Patterson AFB. There are more
reasons for high security than classified airplanes. If you want to know
why the disclosure of UFO secrets has not occurred in the USA, this is a
must-read.”



—JAMES E. CLARKSON,
Washington State Director of
the Mutual UFO Network

“In their previous book, Witness to Roswell: Unmasking the Government's
Biggest Cover-Up, researchers Tom Carey and Don Schmitt presented
riveting, groundbreaking information that provided new insight into the
case. Their cautious, well-documented approach to the subject of crashed
UFOs steers the proper course between debunkery and blind acceptance.
UFO Secrets Inside Wright-Patterson will undoubtedly enhance their well-
deserved reputations as credible sources of information on the topic.”

—ROBERT HASTINGS,
author of UFOs and Nukes:
Extraordinary Encounters at

Nuclear Weapons Sites

“Where others rely on a reanalysis of secondary data, Carey and Schmitt
demonstrate their ability to keenly analyze and critically evaluate the
reliability of new primary data, as well as to identify, bring forward, and
objectively interview new firsthand witnesses. As a result they are able to
publish not only the most interesting but also what will prove to be among
the most historically valuable and accurate information available.”

—JOSEPH G. BUCHMAN,
PhD, moderator for the
Citizen Hearing on Disclosure
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FOREWORD

had no idea that a casual encounter at a TV station in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, on February 20, 1978, would be the beginning of my forty
years of involvement with the Roswell incident.

I was there to do some interviews to promote my evening lecture
“Flying Saucers Are Real” at Louisiana State University. The third
interviewer was delayed and the station manager, Mr. Allen wanted to
make sure I would wait for him. Then he remarked “The guy you really
ought to talk to is Jesse Marcel.” “Oh,” I said, “Why is that?” His answer
shocked me. “He handled wreckage of one of those saucers you are
interested in when he was in the military.” “What do you know about
him?” “He lives in Houma. We are old ham radio buddies.” The next
morning at the airport I called information and obtained Jesse Marcel's
number. I immediately called him and stressed that I was a nuclear
physicist, very interested in flying saucers and had worked on classified
research projects between 1956 and 1970. He, in 1947, had been the
Intelligence officer at the Roswell Army Air Force Base. After meeting
with him I would also meet with his son, medical surgeon Jesse Marcel Jr.,
who also handled the Roswell wreckage—and so it began.

In the fall of 1988 at Lakeland College near Chicago, Don Schmitt had
assisted me with my lecture, and afterward asked if I thought that more
work could be done about Roswell. I told him that there was definitely
more that could and should be done while there were still many witnesses
alive, but it was difficult for me because I lived in eastern Canada—a long
way from New Mexico. I told him I would be happy to share my findings,
and we worked together on numerous research trips throughout the years.
He has certainly worked diligently to interview dozens of new witnesses,
pursue loads of leads and been busy writing books and papers, such as this
one. At my ripe old age of 84, I am glad to see younger researchers such as
Don and Tom follow the long, difficult road to the truth.



Tom Carey and Don Schmitt have done a fine job providing details of
the Project Blue Book UFO investigations conducted by the Foreign
Technology Division (FTD) at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB)
just east of Dayton, Ohio, and involving Battelle Memorial Institute (BMI)
in nearby Columbus.

They also describe the work on advanced technology for the USAF.
Most people are aware that BMI prepared the largest UFO study ever
done, Project Blue Book Special Report #14. It has data, tables, graphs,
maps, and so on regarding 3,201 sightings, including quality evaluations.

I can vouch for the author's findings, since back in the early 1960s, I
was project engineer on a contract with FTD and also BMI, and worked on
a report called “An analysis and evaluation of fast and intermediate
reactors for space vehicle applications.”

The important word omitted from the title was “Soviet”. I wrote two
final reports. One was an unclassified listing of Soviet papers (translated)
in many areas of advanced space technology. The other was classified and
I was not allowed to keep a copy.

It noted my conclusions that they were well ahead of the USA, having
operated more than 30 nuclear reactors in space. The USA had only
launched one. One Russian system, Cosmos 954, crashed in Northern
Canada.

Certainly, alien technology is foreign. Battelle kept a low profile
because they have many contracts with both U.S. government and industry
and no desire to advertise their intelligence work.

I think it is useful to note that WPAFB is the largest single-owner
installation in Ohio and has been instrumental in upgrading aerospace
technology.

Carey and Schmitt have performed a truly comprehensive study of this
major contribution to our technology. I applaud their efforts.

STANTON T. FRIEDMAN,
author of Flying Saucers and Science
July, 2018
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“Just the facts, Ma'am”.
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INTRODUCTION

P sychologist Dr. Thomas Gilovich has succinctly defined our objective

in writing the book you are about to read. He portrays the condition
known as healthy skepticism this way: “An awareness of how and when to
question, and recognition of what it takes to truly know something, are
among the most important elements of what constitutes an educated
person.” With that supposition, the authors of this tome question the
official version of what we will demonstrate to be the biggest secret in the
history of this country.

Within the past 20 years, the Roswell incident has become an
international household phrase, synonymous with cover-ups and
government deception. The true nature of what actually crashed in New
Mexico in 1947 remains classified, even above the Oval Office, as
evidenced by the failed disclosure efforts of Presidents Gerald Ford,
Jimmy Carter, and Bill Clinton. As earth-shaking as that event was to
humankind, only a select few have ever had access to the truth.

Initially, the media was essentially banned from reporting all pro-UFO
research that would contradict the more mundane official explanations—
surely a blow to the egos of journalists seasoned from their coverage of
WWII. Moreover, to preempt any future curiosity about the true nature of
UFO events, the press has been systematically indoctrinated in outright
dismissal of the subject. Derisiveness and debunking of such tales became
the rule of the day, and public deception has risen to an astronomical level.
Never in the course of American history have elected officials tasted more
cynicism and rejection from the doubting Thomases of society, whose
efforts planted the seeds of suppression. Yet, the story is too big and too
important to relegate to the cold, abandoned warehouse of forgotten
history.

President John F. Kennedy had this to say about such secrets:



The very word secrecy is repugnant in a free and open society. And
we are as a people, inherently and historically opposed to secret
societies, to secret oaths and to secret proceedings. For we are
opposed around the world by a mono-lithic and ruthless conspiracy
that relies primarily on covert means for expanding its sphere of
influence. On infiltration instead of invasion . . . on subversion
instead of elections . . . on intimidation instead of free choice. It is a
system which has conscripted vast human and materialistic
resources into the building of a tightly knit, highly efficient machine
that combines military and diplomatic intelligence, economic,
scientific and political operations. Its preparations are concealed,
not published. Its mistakes are buried, not headlined. Its dissenters
are silenced, not praised. No expenditure is questioned, no secret is
revealed.

As investigative authors, we are confident that we have provided
enough circumstantial evidence sufficient for victory in any courtroom—
evidence that a craft and crew of unknown origin crashed outside of
Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947. It is this premise from which we will work
throughout this book, probing the depths of Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base—the real Area 51. Among the many questions we ask is this: if an
event of such significance as this—the crash of an extraterrestrial craft—
took place, what should we expect from the government and those placed
in charge of the aftermath? How would they react? History has
documented very specific actions on the part of officialdom that clearly
suggest they were responding to an event of an extraordinary nature. For
example, the Roswell incident did not just fade into the background with
the explanation of a mere weather-balloon device. To the contrary, the
military's action gave every indication that something far beyond their
control had taken place. What transpired in the shadows after all the
physical evidence was retrieved and transferred up the intelligence
channels left our government totally in the dark.

For one brief moment on July 8, 1947, the public's worldview was
totally altered with the Army's announcement: “RAAF [Roswell Army Air
Field] Captures Flying Saucer on Ranch in Roswell Region.” Within the
next five hours, the substituted balloon explanation provided reprieve—but
not for those assigned to defend and protect us. To them, the world would



never be the same. From their perspective, our sovereign shores had just
been obliterated. Eyes were fixated on the skies. That which was once
relegated to the domain of science fiction was now a reality as stark as
death itself. And just as with death, no living creature on planet Earth
knew what was on the other side.

As the chapters unfold, you, the reader, will see countless attempts by
our leaders and our military to wrestle with not only the notion of being
threatened by a power beyond our own, but also the complete impotence
they felt when dealing with such a phenomenon. What began in the most
remote desert region of New Mexico continued at the ultra-Top Secret
military facility named Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio.
Truly, it was only the end of the beginning. The futile attempts at reverse
engineering, the dissection of biological remains—all would find this top
secret facility as deep and black as space itself. Our visitors from the stars
were swallowed into the underground morass known as Wright-Patterson.

If the National Museum of American History is America's attic, Wright-
Patterson AFB is definitely its basement. It was there, with all the
accumulated physical proof and documentation that we were being
observed from outside our planet, that this nuclear-equipped United States
Air Force stronghold earned a stellar reputation for secrets going in but
seldom coming out. How tragic that the needs of a few have decided for all
of humankind that such seismic news should be kept from us forever—
pieces of history now quickly dwindling into oblivion as the last of the
secret-keepers pass away. In spite of its rich and historic military service to
our nation, Wright-Patterson stands as a tombstone over one of the greatest
discoveries in all of recorded history. For more than 30 years, it was
ground zero in the government cover-up of UFOs.

Be prepared. The UFO vault is about to be opened . . .
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WRIGHT-
PATTERSON
AIR FORCE

BASE

Even Secret Locations Have a History

“Everything goes into Wright Patterson but nothing
ever comes out.”
—DR. J. ALLEN HYNEK

Military installations are typically named using the same method as

government buildings, schools, post offices, and the like: they carry
the name of a famous person who has no other connection to the facility
than they happened to be next on the honors list. Wright-Patterson was
clearly the exception. Its namesake could not be more appropriate or more
deserving of such a distinction.

The land on which the base is located today has much more history than
is ever taught in any school book outside of Dayton, Ohio. However,
anyone with any knowledge of aviation knows exactly where it all began:
when man first tried to put an engine in a crude skeleton of a machine and
get it off the ground. Wright-Patterson has the distinction of being founded
on a dream—a dream that man could fly. It's where Orville and Wilbur
Wright risked life and limb on an 84-acre stretch of land known at the time
as the Huffman Prairie Flying Field back in 1904. They kept hoping their
new flying contraption would stay in the air for just a few seconds more,
but gravity relentlessly prevailed. Like the biblical Noah and the



construction of the ark, the brothers Wright stood on their personal
conviction that destiny was just beyond the next cloud.

A flat open field was the best they could manage, and they could not
make the device any lighter. Then, on December 17, 1903, in another
vacant patch of grass at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the first successful
powered flight took place. While Orville watched from the ground, Wilbur
wrestled with the makeshift cable controls and managed to keep their
Wright Flyer in the air for a whole 12 seconds, flying just 120 feet.
Through pure perseverance and a good tailwind, the modern age of
aviation was etched in all the history books on that day. Man could fly,

albeit for just a dozen heartbeats. Could the moon be that far away?L

FIGURE 1.1: Orville and Wilber Wright

In the next five years, the famous brothers started their own instruction
facility and named it the Wright Brothers Flying School. Manned engine
flight was about to gain the watchful attention of Uncle Sam. Ironic that



this invention was not mothered by war, but it was about to be drafted by
its presidium.

As the Kaiser spread his aggression throughout Europe, the United
States was obligated to assist its allies and entered World War I (WWI) in
1917. In short order, three government-funded military installations were
built in Dayton to assist in the accelerating war effort. In addition, as fate
would have it, two of these would eventually become part of what today is
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. One site was Wilbur Wright Field and
the other was adjoining installation Fairfield Aviation General Supply
Depot, which was operated by the army and provided logistical support to
its neighbor, along with other military needs throughout the Midwest.

In 1918, after about a year, the two airfields successfully staged a
number of joint exercises. Both used McCook Field, near downtown
Dayton, for the storage, service, and assemblage of aircraft and their
engines. Aviation was quickly becoming a corporate enterprise, and the
Wright brothers were still in the forefront, since no one could match their
know-how. When the war ended, the Wright training school was shut
down, and two of the military installations merged to become the Fairfield
Air Depot. But, as destiny would have it, the military was not finished with
the brothers. In 1924, Wright Field was established as the Pentagon
continued its efforts to build on the successes of the previous air war. The
Army Air Corps was a proven war machine, and Wright Field would lead
the way in protecting the United States in the sky. It was only fitting that
the newly formed base would be dedicated to both Wilbur and Orville
Wright. To this day, their name and legacy remain synonymous with all
things aeronautical.

Soon thereafter, Wright Field became the headquarters of the Materiel
Division, which was a main branch of the Army Air Corps, and in 1920,
the Technical Data Section (TDS) was created. It was their main
responsibility to develop and design advanced aircraft, equipment, and
accessories. Engineering laboratories were constructed, and all concepts of
flight were studied and perfected at the growing facility.



FIGURE 1.2: Wright-Patterson circa 1940s. Wright Field [lower field] is where all of the
UFO physical wreckage and bodies were taken and stored. U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Lieutenant Frank Stuart Patterson, who was killed in 1918 during a test
flight over the base, had long championed the mission of the base and
worked diligently to keep Wright Field in the heart of Dayton. It was only
fitting that the city rewarded him by designating Patterson Field as an
adjoining base on the east side. Even though Wright and Patterson were
two separate installations, their projects often augmented and strategically
complemented one another, each providing areas of technical support or
facilities and technicians the other did not have. For example, in 1942,
Patterson renamed TDS the Technical Data Laboratory (TDL). Then, on
July 1, 1945, it was renamed T-2 Intelligence, and the facility specialized
in metallurgy and reverse engineering.? Whenever a more advanced
foreign aircraft design was recovered for analysis and study, Patterson
Field was the most likely destination. It was also at that time that T-2



became especially knowledgeable in the physical aspects of the new
phenomenon of “flying saucers.” If the flight characteristics commonly
described by witnesses were accurate, the visionary minds at T-2 must
have reeled with all the possibilities.

Is it any wonder, then, that during and after World War II (WWII) both
facilities saw a dramatic expansion? They expanded from 3,700 employees
in 1939 to more than 50,000 by the end of the war, playing an important
role in the Allied victory. The Materiel Division at Wright handled the
procurement of aircraft and their parts on production lines around the
country, which resulted in increased testing and development, whereas the
Air Service Commission at Patterson maintained the hardware's logistical
assimilation into the war. By 1944, the Pentagon realized that this was a
duplication of effort and dropped the separate commands at each base and

placed both under the newly established Air Technical Service Command.2

It was during the war years and immediately thereafter that major
project funding and facility improvements were done—all deemed
necessary by Washington. Extended concrete runways were poured—the
first at any American base—along with larger labs and test sites, and new
office buildings for the growing number of civilian employees on the base.
During the war, more than 300 new buildings were constructed to house
such headquarters as the Air Force Materiel Command, the USAF Medical
Center, the Air Force Institute of Technology, and the Air Force Research
Laboratory.#

After the surrender of Germany in 1945, both airfields gained major
military advancements from studying salvaged Luftwaffe planes. Patterson
focused on the hardware and any advancements that made it superior to
our own air force, while Wright conducted all the testing. On the Pacific
front, the Technical Air Intelligence Unit (TAIU) took possession of all
captured Japanese aircraft and equipment after the final surrender. In
December of that year, TAIU was transferred to the operation of T-2 at

Wright Field under the directorship of Lt. Colonel Howard McCoy.2



FIGURE 1.3: Captured German Messerschmitt fighter plane undergoing reverse-
engineering in Hangar 23 at Wright-Patterson during World War II. U.S. AIR FORCE
PHOTO

It was one thing to recover the enemy hardware, but it was another thing
to learn how to use it. Fortunately, US forces were able to capture their
inventors. “Show us how it works” was the principal objective of operation
Paperclip, which provided the United States with more than 200 highly
regarded German scientists. Though most of them were former Nazi party
members, they worked in close collaboration with their American
counterparts on all aspects of military technology. This collaboration
caused an explosion of aerial technological advancement, most of which
ended up at Wright Field for testing. Many of the German scientists
worked closely with T-2 tacticians who specialized in engines,
aerodynamics, and new material construction. It was their mandate to:

1. Ensure the prevention of strategic, tactical, or technological surprises
from any source.

2. Provide intelligence required for command decisions, and counsel
upon air preparedness and air operations.

3. Enact appropriate counterintelligence measures.



Both logistically and in matters of national security, T-2 was the single
most proficient agency to handle the recovery, containment, and
disinformation of anything recovered from the air. General Douglas
MacArthur had previously instructed Air Technical Intelligence, a
predecessor to T-2, at the end of the war in the Pacific, to “take complete
charge of all enemy crashed or captured aircraft or personnel as early as

possible after the crash.”®

With the ever-expanding role of the Air Corps, the decision was finally
made and signed into law in September 1947 that the Air Force would
officially become a separate branch of the military. The term Army Air
Fields simply became Air Fields, and in 1948 the term Air Field was
dropped in favor of Air Force Base, concomitant with the merger of
Wright and Patterson Air Fields into a single, unified base: Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base.

Now that the air was conquered, could space be far behind? The facility
would create one of the first labs that experimented with monkeys and
apes in upper atmospheric testing. During the 1960s, sonic booms rattled
nearby windows as B-52 bombers roared over Dayton from dawn until
dusk. Clearly harbingers of things to come, former Wright-Patterson test
pilots were astronauts: Neil Armstrong, the first man to set foot on the
moon, and Edward White, the first American to walk in space. Hangars
were now housing wind tunnels, and they tested super-sonic and sub-orbit
aircraft—and Wright-Patterson led the way.

Ever the center of high-technology war strategy, the base became
headquarters of the USAF Logistics Command and housed the National
Air and Space Intelligence Center, which is the department of defense's
(DOD's) primary source for both foreign and space threats. As a fitting
tribute to the base's dedication to our national security, the personal files of
Nikola Tesla are preserved there.

Today, it is arguably the most important Air Force base in the world. If
the Pentagon represents the brains of the Air Force, then certainly Wright-
Patterson is its heart. Respectfully called “The Field” by residents of
Dayton, Ohio, it has become a state-of-the-art military installation
covering nearly 13 square miles of secured buildings, labs, hangars, and
runways. Likewise, from all accounts, a good portion of it is underground.
It employs more personnel, both military and civilian, than the Pentagon,



with a payroll of more than a billion dollars a year. Nuclear-armed aircraft
from the 906th, the 2750th, and the 4950th stand ready to answer the call
to all corners of the globe. Air Force logistic systems that are developed
there, including most of the engineering of future aeronautical
breakthroughs, will soon take us to the stars—and Orville and Wilbur will
be waiting.

It is because of this rich history and the centralized location of many
ongoing research projects that Wright-Patterson remains in the forefront of
advanced aircraft studies. Is it any wonder that such a facility would serve
as the focal point of investigations into unidentified flying objects. Yet
outside of the UFO community, few are aware of Wright-Patterson's
distinction of maintaining the U.S. government's official investigation of
the UFO phenomenon from 1947 until 1969. With its vital experience of
testing and reverse-engineering all materials both foreign and “from
space,” whatever crashed outside of Roswell fell under their purview. It is
also a documented fact that the “debris” from New Mexico was sent to
Wright Field, clearly demonstrating that it qualified as either foreign or
from space. Our investigation will demonstrate which of the two has the
most supporting evidence.

The event in 1947 required the most sensitive and secret facility our
military could provide, and Wright-Patterson AFB wrote the very book on
the question, “What makes something fly?” If it was only a weather
balloon device manufactured with the most common materials, why was it
sent to Wright Field for identification and analysis in the first place? By
the time you read the final pages of this book there will remain little doubt
what the true answer to that perplexing question is.



2

HANGAR 18
A Case of Mistaken Identity

“Rumor had it that Hangar 18 was where a spaceship
and aliens were [stored].”

—JAMES CONWAY,
writer/director of the 1980
movie Hangar 18

€€ No, Sir. There is no Hangar 18 here on the base, and there never

has been.” So says the perfunctory voice on the other end of the
line that has been trained by the Office of Public Information at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and has responded that way to people inquiring
about Hangar 18 for more than 40 years. When visitors come to Wright-
Patterson for tours of the base, the main question they all still seem to want
the answer to is, “Where is Hangar 18—you know, where the aliens are
stored?” So are the public relations representatives of Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base (AFB) shamelessly lying to the public when this question is
asked? Well, yes and no. As a certain U.S. president once told us, “It
depends on what the meaning of the word is is.”

A statement in a recent issue of Air Force Magazine concerning the Air
Force's unfortunate mishandling of the UFO phenomenon throughout the
years echoed this theme: “. . . there is no Hangar 18 at the base [Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base].”l



FIGURE 2.1: Overhead photo of Wright Field [also known as Area B] at WPAFB. The
black arrow points to Hangar 23 in the Building 18 Complex. U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

If there is no Hangar 18 on the base, as the pronouncements from Air
Force officials clearly indicate, why do we continue to receive letters and
e-mails from ordinary citizens that say the opposite? For example, the
International UFO Museum and Research Center in Roswell received an e-
mail from Janis Yoder of Dayton, ohio, some years ago stating, “I have
lived by the [Wright-Patterson] base all my life and have heard about the
bodies and ‘Hangar 18.’”2 Lance Winkler, also of Dayton, more recently
told us that he had worked for a contractor at Wright-Patterson for about
12 years. “You can imagine the scuttlebutt that went on about the subject.
Talking with the motor pool guys, they told me that almost every time
some group of people new to the base got on the bus, they always asked
where ‘Hangar 18’ was, and if they could drive them to it.”2 Winkler
wasn't finished:

One time years ago, I was at a social function with a family friend
who was a retired Air Force officer formerly based at Wright-Patt.
In the course of our conversation, I broached whether there were



really UFOs and Little Men at the base. He guffawed and looked at
me like I was a little crazy to ask such a thing. I apologized and said
that I had heard this stuff all of my life and figured that if anybody
knew, he would [he was an aeronautical engineer]. He then became
rather serious and told me that only upon three conditions would he
say anything about the matter: (1) I would never mention his name
or rank, (2) it was strictly off the record, and (3) if anyone ever got
back to him for confirmation, he would deny he ever said it. I
agreed to those terms. “They're there!” he said.%

Dr. Allen P. Kovacs is an engineer with a PhD in computational multi-
body dynamics, which is about the physics of moving things. In the 1980s
and ‘90s, Dr. Kovacs worked for an engineering software developer in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, that developed software for use in the automotive
industry. It was in that time frame that he led a group of employees to
attend a seminar on topics concerning “the numerical integration of the
differential equations of motion” at the Air Force Institute of Technology

(AFIT) located on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.2

The group drove down to Wright-Patterson in one car and arrived at the
main gate for security clearance and directions to the AFIT Building where
the seminar was being held. Dr. Kovacs got out of the car and walked over
to the lady who passed out maps and provided information to base visitors.
Dr. Kovacs was already aware of the Roswell incident and the fact that the
bodies and debris had allegedly been delivered to the base years before. He
gave us this account of his conversation with her:

I went up to the directions lady and asked for a map. Then I looked
at her and said, “By the way, can you tell me where they keep the
UFO aliens here at Wright-Patterson?” She looks up at me and in a
straight face, no emotion or smile, and says, “They're here, but I
can't tell you exactly where.” Then I laugh and say, “Oh really?
You're kidding me. Right?” And she replies, “No, they are here, but

I can't tell you where they are.”®

Taken aback and somewhat startled by this response, Dr. Kovacs
immediately thought to himself that the woman might be trying to play
him for a fool, probably because so many visitors must be asking her the
same question. Upon reflection, however, it seemed appropriate at the



time, according to Dr. Kovacs, because the Freedom of Information Act
had recently been enacted, and he thought she might have had a duty to

respond truthfully to such questions, but without giving details.”

After the conference, Dr. Kovacs relayed his encounter with the security
woman to his friends, none of whom had any idea about the Roswell
incident and its alleged connection to Wright-Patterson. The map given to
him showed the layout of the base campus with all the buildings
numbered. He remembered that there was a certain “hangar” where the
alien bodies were supposed to be stored, but he had forgotten the exact
number of it. He thought it might have been 52. He then drove the group
around the campus looking for it and noticed that most of the buildings
were low-storied structures and thought that most of Wright-Patterson
must lie below ground. At the end of his quest, according to Dr. Kovacs,
“We found Building 52, and it wasn't a hangar for planes. It was a storage
building, and again it was a small, one-story structure. Much of its storage,
therefore, must have been below ground”8 (italics added for emphasis). We
shall see from testimony later on that Dr. Kovacs's surmise was not too far
off target.

So, what gives? Which is it? Are the statements that there is no Hangar
18—meaning no alien presence on the Wright-Patterson base—true, or just
clever word games meant to disguise that presence? The answer is that the
people of the Office of Public Information at Wright-Patterson are correct
when they tell callers on the telephone or visitors to the base that there is
no Hangar 18—and never was one. What they do know, but do not tell
questioners, however, is that there is a Building 18 on the base, and that
they know this is the building that is in question. Not only is there a
Building 18, but there are also Buildings 18A, 18B, 18C, 18D, 18E, 18F,
and 18G, all of which are known as the Building 18 Complex. And
standing right next door to Building 18, ominously connected to it above
and below ground level, is a hangar. Hangar 23, to be exact. Word games?
You bet; designed to send inquisitive people merrily on their way,
scratching their heads and feeling stupid about themselves for asking such
a question. And what about the security woman who told Dr. Kovacs that
there really were alien bodies on the base, but that she couldn't tell him
where they were? Was that just a momentary slip-up on her part, a partial
telling of the truth to conform to a new law, or a word game to get rid of
somebody who might know more about it than the average visitor? Dr.



Kovacs, who was face to face with her, judged that she was telling the
truth, at least within the narrow confines of her instructions to at least
appear to be responsive to such questions.

The roots of the Hangar 18 legend can be traced back to the 1947
Roswell incident that allegedly involved the crash and recovery of a craft
and crew from another world. The original press release regarding the
crash spoke of the wreckage as being sent from the Roswell Army Air
Field (RAAF) to “higher headquarters” for further analysis.2 When the
next press release came from the commanding officer at 8th Air Force
Headquarters at Fort Worth Army Air Field (FWAAF)—to which the
509th Bomb Group at Roswell AAF was attached—it was assumed that
this was the “higher headquarters”—the end of the line for the wreckage
mentioned in the first press release. As students of the Roswell incident are
aware, it was at a July 8, 1947, press conference that General Roger
Ramey killed the burgeoning Roswell story by offering up the infamous
“weather balloon” explanation for the crash.!’ To the press and to the
public at large, the Roswell story died at that point and remained so for the
next 30 years.

Lost on the press and the public in all of the excitement, posturing, and
histrionics attending General Ramey's balloon press conference was the
fact that Fort Worth AAF in Texas was not the ultimate destination of the
alleged flying saucer wreckage flown there from Roswell. The second leg
of the original flight plan was to have the wreckage continue on from Fort
Worth by air to an airbase in Dayton, Ohio: Wright Field. But, perhaps to
emphasize to the press that he was driving the stake into the heart of the
Roswell story, General Ramey publicly “cancelled” the second flight (to
Wright Field) with a loud, verbal command accompanied by a wave of his

arm for effect.1l But did he really cancel it?

Anyone who has ever been in the military service is familiar with the
term scuttlebutt, which is Navy jargon for rumors making the rounds of
one's duty station. The townsfolk of the city of Roswell had learned of the
flying saucer crash and “little bodies” found just north of town via the
rumor mill within 20 minutes of its being reported to the local sheriff's
office and fire station.12 So, too, did the boots on the ground involved in
the Roswell retrieval operation learn where most of the wreckage and
bodies recovered from the crash were destined: Wright Field in Dayton,



Ohio. This included Major Jesse Marcel, the 509th Bomb Group's
intelligence officer at the RAAF, who was the first military person to visit
the crash site and see the wreckage, and who also accompanied the flight
to Fort Worth to show it to General Ramey. Marcel thought that his flight
was ultimately headed for Wright Field.12 However, he was blindsided by
General Ramey when he was pulled from the flight and made to pose with
a weather balloon like a stage prop for Ramey's press conference. Marcel
returned to Roswell the following day nursing a deep bitterness at what
had happened to him in Fort Worth.14

Other officers, both in Roswell and in Fort Worth, knew that most
everything associated with the crash would wind up at Wright Field.
Among the enlisted ranks we have interviewed throughout the years, those
who did most of the physical labor involved in the site cleanup, the
moving of the materials and bodies to the Roswell base, and the boxing-up
of the wreckage and bodies for shipment, “understood” that most
everything had been sent to Wright-Patterson.l> The FBI also knew that,
contrary to General Ramey's statement, the “instrument” (the crash
wreckage and the balloon) was on its way to Wright Field by special
transport aircraft.1%

Again we ask, why Wright-Patterson in Ohio? Why not send the crash
remains to a base closer to Roswell with the necessary facilities for
analysis such as one in New Mexico, Texas, or California? The answer is
that, since its inception in 1917 as a military facility, Wright Field had
gradually become the most secret and most important base in the U.S.
military establishment. It was the place where foreign technology from the
air was brought to be taken apart, analyzed, and reverse-engineered to
better understand the operating features to use for combat advantage.
During World War 1II, captured German Messerschmitts and Japanese
Mitsubishis were brought to Wright-Patterson, and during the Korean
“Police Action,” the Vietnam War, and the Cold War, it was Russian MiGs,
Yaks, and Sukhois. The Roswell wreckage was first thought to be
something of Russian origin. When the strange “little bodies” were found,
however, the “Russian theory” of origin went out the window in favor of
an interplanetary origin—all the more reason to bring the physical
wreckage to a place where it could be best analyzed, a place that already
had the equipment and the experienced personnel to do the job—in secret.



That place was Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. The base also was equipped
with a sophisticated AeroMedical Squadron, the best in the Army Air
Forces at the time, which had the latest equipment and knew the cutting-
edge techniques, enabling it to tackle the toughest or newest medical
procedures. The decision of where to send the Roswell crash material was,
therefore, an easy one. It was, “. . . off to Wright-Patterson without passing
Go!”

If the Roswell UFO crash event was only a two-day story that was killed
in its tracks in July of 1947 with nary a mention for the next 30 years, and
if there truly was never a Hangar 18 on the Wright-Patterson airbase
(which appears to be the case), how did the mythology regarding a hangar
bearing that name originate, and how has it persisted for so long? Our first
thought was that it probably originated with the publication of The Roswell
Incident by Charles Berlitz and William L. Moore in 1980. After all, what
has become the most famous UFO case of all time takes its very name
from the title of that book. But, whereas the book states that the crash
wreckage went to Wright-Patterson, it does not mention a Hangar 18.

Our next thought was that maybe it came from the movie Hangar 18,
starring Darren McGavin and Robert Vaughn, which by coincidence also
appeared in 1980. The plot involved an alien craft that crashes in the
Arizona desert. The craft, along with its deceased crew (who more closely
resembled Curly from the Three Stooges rather than visitors from outer
space) are removed to a “Hangar 18” on an abandoned Air Force base in
Big Spring, Texas, by the government to examine and to keep it secret
from everybody else. In the end, the government cover-up literally blows
up in everyone's face as the forces of goodness and light take over. Hangar
18 bombed at the box office, but its appearance in theaters around the
country, as well as the publicity on television, on the radio, and in the print
media surrounding its release, served to fuse the term Hangar 18 in the
public's mind with UFOs, alien bodies, and sinister government cover-ups
—real or not. But was that where it all got started?
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FIGURE 2.2: The 1980 motion picture Hangar 18 served to codify in the public's mind
the notion of crashed UFOs and alien bodies with a certain storage hangar at Wright-
Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio. LEGACY ENTERTAINMENT, INC.

Did the producers of the movie Hangar 18 simply make the title up out
of whole cloth, or had they heard the phrase used previously somewhere?
It was one or the other. If it was the former, our search would end there; if
it was the latter, we would have to look farther back in time. With the help
of fellow researcher Anthony Bragalia, we located the movie's
writer/director, James Conway. As we suspected, Conway said that he had
heard the term a lot, mostly in the early 1970s, but he couldn't remember
where he had heard it first. “Rumor had it that Hangar 18 was where a
spaceship and aliens were [stored].”LZ Rumors heard in the 1970s? What
rumors? And from whom?

The only pre-1980 book about an alleged crash of a UFO and crew was
the discredited “nonfiction” novel Behind the Flying Saucers written in
1950 by Variety features columnist Frank Scully.i8 It told the story of a
flying saucer that had allegedly crashed near the town of Aztec, New
Mexico, in 1948. Found inside the ship were the corpses of a dozen or
more diminutive aliens who had apparently perished from decompression



when a porthole on their ship had cracked and sprung a leak. The book did
not mention Hangar 18, but it did allege that the wreckage and bodies were
sent to Wright-Patterson. It became an instant bestseller, but by 1952 the
honeymoon was over. In an article in True Magazine that year, a reporter
for the San Francisco Chronicle by the name of J.P. Cahn exposed the
sources of Scully's book as two oil con-men with a history of trying to fool
the public. So discredited was Scully's book that UFO proponents of the
1950s and 1960s such as Donald Keyhoe refused to go near crashed-saucer
or saucer-occupant stories for fear of discrediting themselves by extension.
The contactee phenomenon of the 1950s, whereby self-styled, messianic
types claimed to have been taken aboard flying saucers and whisked
around the solar system by their personal “space brothers” also served to
chill research into close encounters and taint the discussion of UFOs in
general.

During this period, there was a Cincinnati, Ohio, businessman named
Leonard Stringfield with an interest in UFOs. He had a special interest in
crashed UFO stories and was quietly collecting first- and second-hand
accounts of them. Living in proximity to Wright-Patterson AFB, he also
had many friends and contacts who either worked on the base or who lived
in Dayton. Most of them had one thing in common: they knew or had
heard about some of the secret goings-on at the base, which they then
passed along to Stringfield. By 1978, Stringfield had accumulated enough
stories to publish. Starting that year and up to his death in 1994, Stringfield
self-published a series of seven monographs concerning what he called the
“Crash/Retrieval Syndrome” (crashed saucer stories). In UFO Crash
Retrievals—Status Report II: The UFO Crash Retrieval Syndrome—New
Sources New Data, published in January of 1980, one of the accounts
mentioned for the first time a certain “Building 18F” at Wright-Patterson
AFB as a possible “holding tank” for the alien bodies allegedly being
stored there.l2 Unlike the Hangar 18 movie and The Roswell Incident
book, both of which came out that same year, the Building 18F story was
just one small story out of many stories in an obscure, low-circulation
monograph that most people had never heard of. Consequently, its import
did not register in the rumor mill for future reference.

One thing we have learned in our 25-plus years of investigating the
Roswell case as a team is that success often comes unexpectedly or by
plain old luck, and the best laid plans often disappoint. In researching this



book, we had finally reached a dead end in figuring out where the Hangar
18 business at Wright-Patterson AFB got started. We knew that it had to
have been prior to 1980 when the movie came out that propelled it into the
public consciousness. We reluctantly concluded, therefore, that the original
reference must have been written in a book or an article in one of the
magazines of the day, such as Argosy, Saga, or True, that we just could no
longer remember.

Being an Air Force veteran himself, coauthor Tom Carey has been a
subscriber to Air Force Magazine for a number of years. It is an excellent
source of information about Air Force command structure throughout the
years, including the names of who commanded what, when, and where. A
few years ago, it published an apologia for the Air Force's mishandling of
the UFO phenomenon in the public arena. As was expected, but
nevertheless disappointing, the author of the article parroted the Air
Force's long-standing position regarding UFQOs: that they don't exist, and
that the USAF has been as truthful as it could be in its statements
regarding them. As for Roswell, the article supported the thoroughly
discredited Project Mogul “explanation”—that what crashed was a top
secret, high-altitude balloon array built to detect sound waves from then
soon-to-be-expected Soviet atomic bomb tests—currently espoused by the
Air Force and subscribed to by Roswell debunkers across the land.22 No
surprise there. In researching another matter for this chapter, Carey again
read the article in Air Force Magazine and, although he disagreed with its
author on just about everything he had written, especially about Roswell,
all of a sudden there it was, staring him in the face—THE ANSWER to
our Hangar 18 conundrum!

In discussing the problems encountered by the Air Force after Project
Blue Book shut down its operations in 1969, the author of the Air Force
Magazine article continued, “Nevertheless, the Air Force continued to
draw sporadic fire on the UFO issue. In 1974, a UFOlogist accused the Air
Force of keeping two saucers and 12 alien bodies from a saucer crash in
New Mexico in Hangar 18 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base”
[authors' emphasis].2

Of course! How could we have forgotten? The source wasn't the article,

which Carey had already forgotten without regrets, but the sometimes
novelist and science fiction writer “Professor” Robert Spencer Carr who,



in the fall of 1974, had received national and international attention with
his charges against the United States Air Force. It was Carr's 15 minutes of
fame on the national stage, to be sure, but his claims that the Air Force was
engaged in a massive cover-up regarding UFOs and that they had saucers
and alien bodies secretly stored away at a base in Ohio lasted much longer.
And he even knew the exact location: Hangar 18 at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base! Carr claimed to have half a dozen firsthand sources for his
claims but refused to name them. Ironically, one of these was allegedly a
nurse who had claimed to have been present during an autopsy of one of
the alien bodies.22 The rest of his sources were said to have been members
of the saucer crash-recovery team at the crash site near Aztec, New
Mexico.

FIGURE 2.3: “Professor” Robert Spencer Carr started talking publicly in 1974 about
WPAFB and a Hangar 18 there where extraterrestrial crash wreckage and bodies were
being stored. NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY DIGITAL COLLECTION

“Professor” Carr turned out not to have been a professor at all.
According to his son, Carr was only a high school graduate who was in the
habit of signing his UFO articles with the appellation “Dr.,” which
apparently was enough for him to be conferred with a doctorate in the
minds of an unsuspecting public.23 But where did Carr come up with the
phrase Hangar 18 if, as we now know, there never was officially such a
hangar at Wright-Patterson? Most likely, one or more of his sources used



the term Hangar 18 out of convenience when describing the location of the
hangar in question (in the Building 18 Complex) at Wright-Patterson,
where the UFO material was being stored, instead of using its official
designation of Hangar 23, which did not itself suggest a general location
on the base.

When Carr continued to resist disclosing the names of his sources, and
others realized that he was actually just resuscitating a warmed-up version
of Frank Scully's discredited Aztec crash story from Behind the Flying
Saucers, it spelled the end of “Professor” Carr's moment, and he became a
curious footnote in UFO history—but his claim of a Hangar 18 at Wright-
Patterson remains. Carr's son, Timothy Spencer Carr, perhaps best summed
up the lasting influence that his misguided father's tale had on subsequent
UFO debate in a 1997 interview: “I am so very sorry that my father's
pathological prevarication has turned out to be the foundation on which

such a monstrous mountain of falsehoods has been heaped.”#4

We are now certain that James Conway, the writer/director of the movie
Hangar 18, received the inspiration for it, as well as its memorable title,
from the Robert Spencer Carr affair of the early 1970s. When the movie
appeared fortuitously in the same year as the publication of The Roswell
Incident (1980), it served to weld “Hangar 18” to The Roswell Incident
and, by extension, to all alleged UFO crash and alien-body stories.

Everything needed to prove that Roswell represented the crash of an
extraterrestrial spacecraft and crew was, at one time at least, housed at
Wright-Patterson AFB. The base remains shrouded in mystery after more
than 65 years of rumors and whispers. Like all former Strategic Air
Command bases (those bases with nuclear strike forces), Wright-Patterson
is an underground maze of secret vaults, tunnels, and multi-level hangars.
At ground level, newly poured concrete has sealed off entrances and
resurfaced hangar floors long suspected of securing the base's biggest
secrets. Former base commanders have told us that there were specific
areas that were off-limits even to them. Robert Collins, a retired former
Air Force intelligence officer who worked at Wright-Patterson's Foreign
Technology Division, has described the extensive subterranean maze of
tunnels and vaults hidden there, many of them now sealed up for posterity,
in great detail .22



In a 1996 signed and notarized affidavit, Robert L. Marshall Jr., a now-
deceased Navy veteran who had held a top secret crypto security
clearance, stated that both his father and grandfather had worked at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in the 1940s and ‘50s.22 According to
Marshall, his father had worked as an iron worker under the supervision of
his grandfather, who was himself in charge of erecting a four-level
underground facility that included a hangar at ground level, which
corresponded with the other hangars in that area. “There were secret doors,
vents, and various secret compartments all [located] under the hangar,” he
said. The work was apparently completed just in time: “Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base received the craft from the Roswell Incident in 1947, and it
was placed in one of the lower levels. My father was called into the
complex to adjust one of the doors. At that particular time, he saw—he
stated to me on his deathbed—what appeared to him to be the wreckage of
a comparatively small, circular craft. He couldn't make it out in great
detail, because it was behind some kind of plastic cover that was hanging
from the ceiling.”?Z

That's not all Robert Marshall's father got a glimpse of during his
below-decks maintenance call. “While my father was in this portion of the
underground facility, he also saw one of the small beings involved in the
[Roswell] event as he was passing down one of the corridors. Quoting him,
‘It wasn't green or purple. [It was] just a small being.’”22 Based upon the
statements of his father and grandfather to him over the years, Robert
Marshall stated, “It is obvious that this underground facility was in
existence prior to the Roswell incident and used for top secret, test-center
operations [which were] ideal for the Roswell cover-up.” From his
deathbed, sounding like the late Walter Cronkite signing off at the end of
one of his newscasts, Robert Marshall's father added a final exclamation
point for his son's benefit regarding his observations of things otherworldly
at Wright-Patterson: “This is the way it is, and that's it!”22 We now
believe that Robert Marshall's father and grandfather were working in
Hangar 23, aka Hangar 18, where the Roswell wreckage was deposited for
analysis and reverse-engineering, and where the little bodies were initially
brought prior to being autopsied at the AeroMedical Center (Building 29)
and placed in cold storage at Building 18F. When cryogenic cold-storage
technology became available some years later at Wright-Patterson
(Building 45), the bodies were transferred there from 18F.



In the fall of 2010, we received an e-mail from Mark Magruder, Marion
“Black Mac” Magruder's son, who had been so helpful to us in recounting
his late father's “close encounter” at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (see
Chapter 8). Mark had recently had several conversations with David and
Ben Hansen, a father and son who had some interesting information about
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and Mark wanted to put us in touch with
them, if we were interested. The Hansens had seen Mark discussing his
father's career in an appearance on a SyFy Channel documentary about
Wright-Patterson AFB called Inside Government Warehouses: Shocking
Revelations, which had aired on July 9, 2010. Both were “astounded” by
what Mark had said about his father's experiences, because they paralleled
some of the events that had occurred in their own family. They were
subsequently able to track down Mark Magruder through the producers of
the show.

Ben Hansen, a former FBI agent, hosted and starred in a series on the
SyFy Channel for three years called Fact or Faked? Paranormal Files. His
father, Dr. M. David Hansen, is retired and resides in northern Utah; his
grandfather, Merlin Hansen, is now deceased. In late December 2010, after
several misfires, Tom Carey, Ben Hansen, and David Hansen were able to
get together at the same time for a conference call.

After the introductions and exchange of pleasantries, Ben started the
ball rolling: “My grandfather, Merlin Hansen, worked as a civil engineer at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base on a ‘TDY’ [temporary duty] basis
during several summers in the mid-1960s. His specialty was designing and
maintaining underground hangar elevator systems” (authors'
emphasis).22

At this point, Ben's father, David, took over most of the ensuing
conversation. “My father [Merlin Hansen] was in the Army infantry
serving on Iwo Jima in World War II. After he came back, he became a
civil engineer working at Hill Air Force Base in northern Utah from 1955
through 1985. Beginning in 1964, he agreed to do some TDY assignments
at Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio.”2l According to Dr. Hansen,
these assignments could come up at any time, on a moment's notice, and
his father would be gone for weeks at a time without any direct contact
with his family. Unlike his other trips, however, the trips to Wright-
Patterson were always conducted with the utmost secrecy. These irregular,



unscheduled trips continued through 1968, at which point they stopped
without explanation. “He was a ‘specialist,”” David said. “He designed lift
systems for hangars down four to six levels at the base. This facility was
considered to be nuclear-proof and, as he relayed to us at the time, able to

store four to six fighter planes below ground.”32

As Merlin Hansen lay on his deathbed after cancer had taken its toll, his
son Dr. David Hansen finally asked his father a question that had been on
his mind for some time: “Are we alone in the universe, Dad?” After a few
moments of silence, Merlin replied to his son, “You are going to take care
of your mother.”23 This non-answer seemed to end the conversation—for
the moment at least. Then, according to Dr. Hansen, “Not long thereafter,
with just a few minutes remaining in his life, my father looked up at me
and, making firm eye contact with me, he said softly and matter-of-factly,
‘Son, we're not alone. . . .> He passed away minutes later.”[authors'
emphasis]** For the record, Dr. Hansen states the following about his
father: “My father never lied to me. Not once in our 46-year friendship
and life together did I find that he fabricated anything . . . even to save my
feelings. He was a man of total integrity . . . he was a man who lived the
quiet life of a dedicated American. I try to live by the same standard.”32

Ben Hansen clarified for us the exact location where his grandfather had
worked on the Wright-Patterson base: “I asked my father . . . if he is
positive that my grandfather Merlin worked in Hangar 18. He states that he
is ‘absolutely sure’ and that my grandmother can confirm this; but the
building number where they were instructed to call the operator to speak
with Merlin was not a hangar though. Although he said that he was
working in the hangars, he said he could be reached by calling him via
Building 18” [authors' emphasis].2®

According to a review of the facilities located in Area B on the Wright-
Patterson base conducted by the Department of the Interior in the early
1990s, Building 18 was one of eight buildings (18-18G) comprising the
Power Plant Laboratory Complex. The original function of the complex
was conducting aircraft engine research, but during World War II,
additional structures were added as its role expanded. Constructed in 1928,
Building 18 was the main research laboratory in the complex, while
Building 18A was the laboratory office. Of particular interest to us here is
Building 18F, constructed in 1945, which was described in the report as



containing “four cold rooms” for the testing of engines at low
temperatures. The cold rooms vented to the outside via the west side of the
building.2” (See Chapter 7, “Aliens on Ice?” for testimony regarding the
strange smells “wafting” out of Building 18F.) Also of interest was the
notation that the eastern half of this building contained “refrigeration
equipment, a transformer vault, offices, and storage areas.”38

From these descriptions and testimonies, we are persuaded that most of
the Roswell crash wreckage as well as at least four alien cadavers from
that crash, were initially delivered to Hangar 23 at Wright-Patterson AFB
(then known as Wright Field) and remained there until a suitable
underground passage connecting it to Building 18 for permanent storage
could be constructed. Autopsies of the bodies were most likely carried out
at the AeroMedical Center also located in Area B on the base, after which
the bodies were returned to Building 18F (due to its cold-storage
capability). The physical wreckage would have remained in storage at
Building 18 except when it was being analyzed and tested in Hangar 23.
This hangar was located for all intents and purposes within the Building 18
Complex, as it was situated between Building 18A and Building 18F.22
Easy access to it from Building 18 and 18A was a given, and its historical
function of reverse-engineering foreign technology of earthly origin was
crucial in trying to figure out the nature of the Roswell ET wreckage.

Originally built in 1934 to be the Static Test Facility for aircraft and
parts thereof, Hangar 23 has recently been restored in the Wright Field
Historic District as a lab used for research and development, more
specifically, the new state-of-the-art Advanced Thermal Research Lab.22
Established in 1927 as the experimental engineering arm of the U.S. Army
Signal Corps, the historic district was the “site of some of the most
advanced aeronautical engineering work in the history of aviation. . . .
[Hangar 23] provides a working environment to serve vital functions in the
ever changing research missions at Wright-Patterson.”*L The restoration
project also included the construction of a “skywalk” connecting Hangar
23 to Building 18!

Throughout the years, stories have surfaced of “body sightings” in other
locations on and off the Wright-Patterson base. For instance, in 1982 a
lieutenant colonel reported being escorted down long passageways past
several checkpoints to a large underground vault beneath Building 45 in



Area B of the Wright-Patterson base. There he witnessed a series of four or
five horizontal tubes that looked like “caskets” or “lung-breathers.” Two of
these were opened for him. The first body, according to the colonel, was so
badly cut up from all the autopsy work done on it that he got sick to his
stomach, but the second one was in much better shape and conformed to
the general description of Roswell aliens depicted in Chapter 6.42 If true,
this suggests that the bodies were relocated at some point to another
building on the base, perhaps to one with more sophisticated preservation
technology. It is interesting to note that both Building 45 and Building 18F
are part of the Air Force Research Laboratory at Wright-Patterson AFB
today.43

Senator Barry Goldwater, although he didn't know exactly where it was
located, unsuccessfully tried to gain entrance to Wright-Patterson's
infamous “Blue Room” in the early 1960s to see the UFO “artifacts” (see
Chapter 5). And Leonard Stringfield, the “father of UFO crash stories,”
was a business consultant on a project for the Air Force in the 1960s that
required him to utilize the library services at the Foreign Technology
Division building on the base for an extended period of time. According to
the publisher of Stringfield's early books, he came away convinced that
UFO artifacts and alien bodies were being stored in the FTD building,
which was also known as the Pink Building because of its exterior Pepto-
Bismol-pink paint job.%

Moving off base and later in time, the chief of FTD for six years (1968—
1974), Colonel George R. Weinbrenner, told a trusted friend shortly before
he passed away in 2010, “We have five aliens [in cryogenic suspension] in
Utah.”#> Presumably, he was referring to a remote storage facility at the
Dugway Proving Grounds (sometimes referred to as Area 52) just north of
the city of Ogden, where whatever extraterrestrial artifacts and biology that
were previously stored at Wright-Patterson or possibly Area 51 in Nevada
had allegedly been moved.*® According to Robert Collins, the UFO
material left Wright-Patterson in the 1982-83 time frame, when the
underground vaults were sealed, and were then possibly forwarded to Area
51.42 If correct, this would seem to bring us full circle to the present from a
journey that began 72 years ago in 1947 in a remote desert region
northwest of a dusty New Mexico town called Roswell.



In early 2018, a UFO/Roswell researcher by the name of Aurimas
Svitojus who lives in Eastern Europe contacted our associate Anthony
Bragalia with a call for assistance in researching a tantalizing but
incomplete lead that he had developed in searching the Internet. Bragalia
then passed the lead on to coauthor Tom Carey. The lead involved a
woman whose father had been a high-ranking Air Force officer in the
chain of command at Wright-Patterson AFB. Growing up in Dayton, Ohio,
the young daughter knew that her father was an important person, but she
didn't know what her father did at Wright-Patterson and didn't ask. It was
on his deathbed years later, dying of cancer, that he told her something that
finally caused her to wonder what job her father might have on the base.
(More on deathbed confessions in Chapter 9, “My Name Is June Crain.”)
After her father's passing, a friend of hers sent her a YouTube episode of a
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) show Hangar #1 that dealt with UFOs
and Wright-Patterson AFB. The show called to her mind the strange piece
of metal that her father had kept on his desk at home for years, which he
would occasionally toss to her and ask, “Where do you think this came
from?” Of course, she had no answer, and he never told her. All she could
remember at the time was that it was small, silvery, and rectangular; about
1. ... dimension. “It was so light that when I held it in my hand it felt like
I was holding nothing.” The woman still has the little piece of metal, but
has not yet had it analyzed. Local MUFON investigators offered to have it
done (as did we) but, now convinced that it was from a UFO, she has so
far refused to let the piece out of her sight. It also explains her father's final
moments with her. She explains it thusly: “He was dying. I remember he
called me to him, and I thought he was going to say something like what a
good daughter I had been and that he loved me. But he winked at me and
said, ‘Now I am going to see who really built the great pyramids . . .
and where those gentlemen from outer space are from.” Then he
died.”48

One additional prescient testimony will underscore the conclusions we
have drawn as to where the Roswell wreckage and alien bodies—and
perhaps other alleged UFO “artifacts”—were stored for many years. It
concerns a discussion that our source had with someone in 1977 about
aliens at the Wright-Patterson base. Our source's friend was a captain at the
base and a supervisor in charge of base security who had the highest
security clearance. He told our source that he could go anywhere except



one installation, and that the security detail for it was totally separate from
the rest of the base and was comprised of all captains. He also said that no
one but the most powerful people came and went from it, and what went
on inside was totally unknown. He leaned forward and whispered to our
source, “If the bodies exist, they are in that [Building 18] complex.”42

The old saying that “a picture is worth a thousand words” is illustrative
when one is trying to get the lay of the land at Wright-Patterson AFB and
understanding why Hangar 23 was commonly referred to as Hangar 18.
One can see in the overhead image below of Area B at Wright-Patterson
that Hangar 23 is the only hangar in the surrounding Building 18 Complex.
Because of this juxtaposition, it was locally referred to as Hangar 18 out of
logistical convenience instead of its official designation of Hangar 23.
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FIGURE 2.4: Schematic of the “Building 18 Complex” at WPAFB. Note Hangar 23 and
Building 18F and their proximity to each other. U.S. AIR FORCE PUBLICATION
http://www.wpafb.af.mil/afrl
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FIGURE 2.5: Hangar 23 at Wright-Patterson; with multiple underground levels it was the
only hangar in the “Building 18 Complex” and dubbed “Hangar 18” as a result and is the
UFO “Hangar18” of lore. U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS



3

THE
SUMMER OF
THE UFOS

Panic at the Pentagon

“Yet across an immense ethereal gulf, minds that are to
our minds as ours are to the beasts in the jungle,
intellects vast, cool and unsympathetic, regarded this
earth with envious eyes and slowly and surely drew

their plans against us.
—H.G. WELLS

S o begins the classic H.G. Wells novel War of the Worlds. After Orson

Welles's famous radio dramatization of the novel in 1938, the idea of
an invasion scenario remained quite vivid in the minds of Americans in
1947. The late Dr. Carl Sagan often warned that we earthlings should
refrain from announcing our existence by transmitting radio signals into
space “because we do not know the intentions of a superior galactic
society.”l Though science fiction writers such as Wells and Sagan had
been imagining extraterrestrial invasions for many years, the people of our
world remained unprepared for the intrusion of a phenomenon that
heretofore existed solely on the pages of their novels.
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FIGURE 3.1: It all started with the Kenneth Arnold sighting on June 24, 1947. THE
CHICAGO SUN—JUNE 26, 1947

The summer of 1947 was the season of the flying saucers, as it became
clear that someone else's hardware was invading our sovereign airspace
and that this presence demonstrated an immediate threat to United States
national security. The unknown aircraft seemed to be faster and to
outperform and outmaneuver anything in our own fleet at that time. The
Pentagon found itself at a complete loss as to who or what was violating
our airspace. Leading officials in Washington denied any knowledge of the
origin of the flying disks, but a growing number of experts realized that the
world could very well be facing a threat from off the planet.2

It seemed that the world's first atomic bomb detonation in Alamogordo,
New Mexico, on July 16, 1945, had drawn the attention of more than the
inhabitants of our own planet. Afterward, there were more UFO sightings
in New Mexico than anywhere else in the world. our visitors were
definitely curious about our military potential at that time.

The following is a timeline of how events unfolded that fateful summer
in 1947.

July 3 The Army Air Force states, “If some foreign power is sending
flying disks over the United States, it is our responsibility to know about it
and take proper action.”



July 4 The press reports that military facilities along the West Coast of the
United States have fighters on standby in case the disks returned.

July 5 Pentagon Army Air Force Captain Tom Brown tells Major Donald
Keyhoe, USMC, “We just can't ignore it. There are too many reliable pilots
telling the same story—flat, round objects able to outmaneuver ordinary
planes, and faster than anything we have.” Brown confirms that military
facilities were on alert to investigate the appearance of the flying disks.
Another source tells Keyhoe that some commanders had been given orders
o “shoot the unknowns down” if possible.
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FIGURE 3.2: “Flying Saucers” became front-page news to a puzzled nation. VARIOUS
NEWSPAPER

July 6 An Army Air Force representative states, “We still haven't the
slightest idea what they could be. However, we don't believe anyone in this
country, or outside of this country, has developed a guided missile. . . .”

Rancher W.W. Brazel, outside of Roswell, New Mexico, reports a
crash of a flying saucer. Army intelligence officers are sent to



investigate. Major General Clements McMullen, deputy
commander/chief of staff of the Strategic Air Command, orders
some of the wreckage to be flown immediately to Washington.

July 7 New Mexico senator Carl Hatch requests an emergency meeting
with President Truman.

General Hoyt F. Vandenberg, chief of staff of the Army Air Force,
has his entire day occupied by phone calls and meetings about the
arrival of the disks.

Lt. General Nathan Twining, commander of the Air Materiel
Command (AMC) headquartered at Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio,
unexpectedly flies to New Mexico. He remains there for the next
five days. Wright Field admits to investigations of reports of disks
seen in the Pacific Northwest and in Texas.

July 8 Army Air Force intelligence is a flurry of activity because of
military sightings in California. The chief of the Requirements Intelligence
Branch of Army Air Force Intelligence, Brigadier General George F.
Schulgen, brings one of the F-51 pilots from Muroc who saw a “flat, light-
reflecting object” at high altitude near Mount Baldy to the Pentagon for
interrogation.

A special meeting is called at the Pentagon by Vandenberg of the
Office of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD), chaired by
electrical engineer and initiator of the Manhattan Project, Dr.
Vannevar Bush. Immediately after the meeting, the Pentagon issues
a press release stating that the “flying saucers definitely were not
spaceships.”

The Army publicly announces, in a press release by RAAF public
information officer Walter Haut, the recovery of an actual “flying
disk” on a ranch outside of Roswell, New Mexico.2 The Air Force
also reveals it was checking out a report from C.T. Zohm, a Navy
rocket engineer who, in the company of three other scientists, was
on a secret mission in New Mexico when they observed a silvery,
bright disk at low altitude moving northward across open desert.?
Later that afternoon, the FBI is informed that the disk brought to



Fort Worth AAF from Roswell was suspended by a balloon and was
sent, after transfer to the Eighth Air Force in Fort Worth, Texas, to
Wright Field for analysis.

The FBI states, “Disc and balloon being transported to Wright Field
by special plane for examination. Information provided this office
because of national interest in case and fact that National
Broadcasting Company, Associated Press, and others attempting to
break story of location of disc today. Major Kirton [Headquarters,
8 Air Force] advised would request Wright Field to advise
Cincinnati Office results of examination.”>

From Washington, the intelligence division of the War Department
sends out the order that all of their field agents should “suggest
saucers are radar targets for weather observation purposes.”

Meanwhile, back in Roswell, rumors escalate among the inhabitants
that aliens are invading the community and are out in the street.
Rancher Brazel, who first discovered the strange debris, is abducted

by the military and kept in custody for the next five days.%

July 9 General Schulgen calls the FBI and urgently requests their
cooperation in solving the problem of the flying disks.

At 10:30 a.m. Lt. General James Doolittle, former commander of
the Eighth Air Force, and General Vandenberg meet with Stuart
Symington, the secretary of war for air, Major General Leslie
Groves, head of the Armed Forces Special (Atomic) Weapons
Project, and General Robert Montague, commander of the Army
Guided Missile School, meet with Lt. General Curtis LeMay, deputy
chief of Air Staff for Research and Development at the Pentagon.
Doolittle had investigated the 1946 ghost rocket phenomenon for
Vandenberg and allegedly informed President Harry S. Truman that
the objects were “most likely of unknown origin.” Vandenberg joins
the meeting in progress.

At 10:50 a.m. Doolittle, Vandenberg, and Symington meet in the
office of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the chief of staff of the



Army. Major General Lauris Norstad, director of the Plans and
Operations Division of the War Department, is also present.

At 11:58 a.m. Vandenberg calls President Truman.
At 12:15 p.m. Doolittle and Vandenberg meet with the president.

At 12:50 p.m. Vandenberg and Symington meet with the joint
chiefs.

At 2:20 p.m. Vandenberg and Symington meet again.

At 2:40 p.m. Secretary of War Robert Patterson meets with Groves
and Montague; and New Mexico Senator Carl Hatch has an
unscheduled private meeting with President Truman that same
afternoon.

At 4:15 p.m. Vandenberg meets with Major General Emmett
O'Donnell, director of information, Army Air Force Public
Relations. The year before, O'Donnell was the deputy chief of
engineering of the Army Technical Services Command, which
would become the AMC.”

Elsewhere around the nation, banner headlines fill the morning and
afternoon edition newspapers explaining away all the excitement in
the sleepy southwestern town of Roswell. The country breathes a
sigh of relief; it is merely a weather balloon device. However, some
are not buying it.
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FIGURE 3.3: The Roswell crash was just a two-day story in the first week of July, 1947
that only served to confuse people even more. VARIOUS NEWSPAPER STORIES

The Las Vegas Review-Journal, along with dozens of other
newspapers, carries a United Press story: “Reports of flying saucers
whizzing through the sky fell off sharply today as the Army and the
Navy began a concentrated campaign to stop the rumors.” The story
went on to describe that AAF headquarters in Washington
“delivered a blistering rebuke to officers at Roswell.” In reality, the
latter never occurred. The Washington Post reports “At first they
gave the bare details of the finding of the object, then they clamped
down a security lid on any further information on the grounds that it
was high-level stuff.” The Roswell Daily Record added, “The Army
isn't telling its secrets yet, from all appearances when this was
written.”8

During the next week, however, an inconsistent reaction on the part
of the government begins to develop. Something had happened to
send officials into cover-up mode, and every effort was being made
to play down the situation. On its face, this was totally inconsistent



with the responsibility of the U.S. military to defend the country
from the air in the case of unknown objects reported in the sky. The
Pentagon is forced to admit that they did not have full radar
coverage of the continental United States. This is all the more
reason for pilots throughout the nation to be on 24-hour alert during
this alarming situation. Unofficially, numerous pilots confirm that
they have been ordered to bring down the disks if humanly possible.

July 10 U.S. government intelligence feigns disinterest in the phenomena.
President Truman holds a news conference, during which he is asked about
the flying disks. He says the situation reminds him of the notorious moon
hoax of 1835, when a writer for the New York Sun published a series of
articles about the discovery of people on the moon by astronomer Sir John
Hershel. The articles were written as a satire.2

Brigadier General Roger Ramey, commander of the Eighth Air
Force, who had just identified the Roswell disk at a press
conference in Fort Worth, gives a radio interview in El Paso, Texas.
When the radio announcer asks about all of the other flying disk
reports throughout the country, Ramey jokes that it was true, except
for Kansas, “which is a dry state.”

In the next few days, the Pentagon instructs the Army to
demonstrate launches of the radar weather balloon devices to the
press, in an attempt to show how they accounted for many of the
flying disk reports. Contrary to the public's perception that the
government couldn't care less, military and FBI agents are hard at
work downplaying events and ridiculing witnesses, even as the
number of reports dropped. Sightings continue, but fear of public
embarrassment is a great deterrent to reporting them.

As the days of July marched on, both military and civilian intelligence
agencies became aware of a bewildering silence from the Pentagon. Where
there had first been extreme urgency and pressure for answers from the
highest levels of authority, suddenly there was silence. Finally, after
getting all of their field operatives in place and data under control . . .
nothing. This might lead one to believe that someone at the top had
discovered what was behind the mystery. The wall of silence had shut out



even the highest office of intelligence in the Air Force. Lt. Colonel G.D.
Garret, who served directly under Schulgen, agreed with FBI Special agent
S.W. Reynolds that the disks were probably “a very highly classified
experiment of the Army or Navy.” A scientist attached to Air Force
intelligence had reached a similar conclusion. “Colonel Garret stated that
we have reported sightings of unknown objects over the United States and
the ‘high brass’ appeared to be totally unconcerned. He indicated this led
him to believe that they knew enough about these objects to express no
concern.”!? After vouching for the reliability of those who reported these
sightings, Garret concluded, “there are objects seen which somebody in the
government knows all about.”

However, if Air Force intelligence was not being told what the disks
were, who was? Reynolds followed up this conversation with a visit to his
contact at the War Department, Colonel L.R. Forney. Forney assured
Reynolds that he had asked his superiors about secret Army projects, and
the Army had no idea what the objects werell Garrett subsequently
addressed his boss, Schulgen, about Air Force projects and got the same
response—but perhaps Schulgen did not know everything that Air Force
Research and Development (R&D) was doing. The FBI and the Air Force
agreed that Schulgen should send a query further up the secret corridors to
General Curtis LeMay, head of R&D. The response, given to the FBI on
September 5, 1947, was that “a complete survey of research activities
discloses that the Army Air Force has no project with the characteristics
similar to those which have been associated with the Flying Discs.”12
Navy Admiral Calvin Bolster, chief of aeronautics research on
experimental craft, expressed the same ignorance for the Navy's part in the
ongoing puzzle.

Nevertheless, the FBI remained concerned that this was like chasing
ghosts: no answers, just questions. Schulgen's staff, tired of being out of
the loop, decided to make a direct request to General Twining, the
commanding general at Wright Field. Twining and staff at the base's secret
project testing labs were asked for an official statement on the new
phenomenon and whether further intelligence activity was warranted.
Along with this request, he received the intelligence community's very first
study of the nature of UFQOs, supposedly a “detailed study of reports



selected for their impression of veracity and reliability” called “Analysis of
Flying Disc Reports.”13

Schulgen's Air Intelligence Requirements Division (AIRD) put out its
own call to arms. On October 28, 1947, a secret five-page AIRD “Draft of
Collection Memorandum” listed the “current intelligence requirements in
the field of Flying Saucer-type aircraft.”14

Especially noteworthy is Requirement No. 3: Items of construction:

= Type of material, whether metal, ferrous, non-ferrous, or non-metallic.

» Composite or sandwich construction utilizing various combinations of
metals, metallic foils, plastics, and perhaps balsa wood or similar
material.

» Unusual fabrication methods to achieve extreme light weight and

structural stability.12

Under “Power plant” the draft request states: “Information is needed
regarding the propulsion system of the aircraft. . . . The presence of an
unconventional or unusual type of propulsion system cannot be ruled out
and should be considered of great interest.”1%

What is quite telling is the degree of detail that could hardly have
resulted from merely observing distant objects in the sky. Is there any
doubt that these particular descriptions closely resemble the eyewitness
accounts from Roswell?

Unfortunately, the UFO investigations conducted by Army Air Force
Intelligence in July 1947 were disorganized, unprofessional, and confused.
The report also showed that the Army Air Field was not sharing all of its
data with the Air Materiel Command. Whatever was going on at Wright
Field behind closed doors may have been an entirely different—and
thorough—matter, but the public investigation was inept. It was
incomplete, even though the investigators were willing to let people like
Schulgen, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, and ultimately Twining, examine
it. The investigators showed total inefficiency in interviewing principal
witnesses. A number of incident dates were wrong, suggesting that such
cases were never even looked into. What remains most suspicious is the
strange omission of some of the most important incidents that had created

all of the concern in the first place.lZ



Captain Edward Ruppelt, a decorated and highly experienced WWII
pilot with a degree in aeronautics, who served as director of Project
Grudge in 1951 and Project Blue Book in 1952, summed up the situation
at that time based on the premise that the military needed answers, not
mysteries: “Before, if an interesting report came in and they wanted an
answer, all they'd get was an ‘it could be real, but we can't prove it.””
Ruppelt would also refer to this developing period as the “Dark Ages”
based on the eventual Air Force theorem: “It can't be; therefore, it isn't.”
He added, “Everything was being evaluated on the premise that UFOs
couldn't exist.”18

This low level of alertness also allowed American research projects to
move forward under a cloak of secrecy. The Cold War between the two
superpowers was placing all field agents on standard alert, and the arrival
of the flying disks only raised the level of suspicion at a time when
“national security” was becoming a code phrase for lack of public
disclosure. The apparent invasion of UFOs in America was akin to
someone launching a first assault. We just did not know whom to counter-
attack.

It was due to this clandestine reaction to the arrival of the flying saucer
phenomenon in the summer of 1947 that many early records of the Air
Force's investigation were destroyed or remain secret. We are forever
grateful to Ruppelt, who had access to this unknown history. For example,
he was the first to disclose the Twining letter that confirmed the existence
of the UFO phenomenon in the first place, and he even coined the term
Unidentified Flying Object to replace such distasteful (to the military)
terms as flying saucer. But more importantly, the officer painted the true
picture of exactly what was going on at all the smoke-filled meetings in
Washington and at Wright Field back in 1947. In his book, The Report on
Unidentified Flying Objects, he stated, “By the end of July [1947] the UFO
security lid was down tight. The few members of the press who did inquire
about what the Air Force was doing got the same treatment that you would
get today if you inquired about the number of thermonuclear weapons
stockpiled in the U.S. atomic arsenal. . . . ATIC [Air Technical Intelligence
Center] there was confusion to the point of panic.”

What has truly become comical is the notion that the Pentagon's alarm
was over something as trivial as a weather balloon. (On the other hand,



maybe it was the time-traveling wooden crash dummies. For an added
threat, let us throw in 13-year-old mutant German children, as maintained
by another author.) Just a couple of weeks after the balloon explanation
was accepted by the national media, the National Security Act was passed,
and the CIA, the National Security Council, and the Department of
Defense were all officially established. And yet, an International News
Service article quoted the public relations officer at Wright Field as stating,
“So far we haven't found anything to confirm that saucers exist. We don't
think they are guided missiles. . . . As things are now, they appear to be
either a phenomenon or a figment of somebody's imagination.”12

Something that journalists and researchers tend to forget when
appraising U.S. military intelligence activities is that, basically, the only
thing these agencies are concerned with is national security. Every action
taken by military offices and projects must be viewed primarily in that
context. We must continually ask ourselves whether there is a potential
threat to U.S. security in any particular scenario.

For discussion purposes, we will assume the craft in the skies that
summer were manufactured off the planet. Then we ask the national
security question. On the one hand, we could feel relief that the Soviets
were not responsible. However, the alien nature of the craft would not
remove the Russians from the national security equation. The Pentagon
and Wright Field authorities needed to shut this discovery down and
maintain absolute secrecy so that the Soviets would find out nothing,
which immediately created the need-to-know situation within the U.S.
government. None of the personnel in intelligence below the very top were
to be informed. If any information was disclosed at all, it typically was
disinformation. The fewer people who knew the facts, the lower the chance
that the information could be leaked, stolen, or compromised. The
potential for new military advances and breakthroughs was at stake, which
when added to our atomic superiority, could place the United States in the
position of being the lone superpower in the world.

Almost all of this—except the extraterrestrial reality of the Roswell
incident—is documented in uncontroversial sources. However, allow us to
pull back the curtain and speculate what would have transpired under the
veil of U.S. national security. If Roswell did happen, was alien, and was
recovered for study, what would the procedure be?



National security concerns would now coincide with scientific concerns
up to a certain point. Any knowledge garnered from the crash debris could
open the door to many advances through reverse engineering. Materials
beyond our comprehension and the manner in which specific alloys were
arranged at the molecular level could provide a quantum leap in
technology unprecedented in the history of humankind. Nevertheless,
terrestrial science of 1947 might not have been able to comprehend the
advanced technology of materials that were as alien as the crew that
piloted the ship. It would be a fair conclusion that little if any headway was
made in this category—if you can't plug it in, you can't get it to work.

Today, after more than 60 years, it appears likely that the U.S. Air Force
got nowhere on what they really wanted to know about the craft and how
the materials were structured. They were unable to determine how the
device functions, what the intentions of the visitors were, and where they
originated. Is it any wonder that by the fall of 1947, nothing was trickling
down from the highest levels of the military? There was nothing to
disclose. They were forced to concede that they were likely years from any
answers.

It was during the post-Roswell period that pressure was applied again
for the intelligence community to go underground and then come up with
UFO information that would help the Pentagon comprehend the enigma.
Its focus was at Wright Field: UFO investigations would be conducted
from there. Dayton was out in the suburbs, and the military elite still

needed breathing room to get a handle on the situation.2

Therefore, the intelligence community found itself taking the subject
seriously again; not by chasing flying disks in the sky, but rather by
collecting both domestic and foreign information from lookout posts
throughout the free world with the intent of solving the UFO mystery in
prosaic terms.2! The projects associated with the Roswell crash knew what
they had, but they could not acknowledge what they could not
comprehend.
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REVERSE-
ENGINEERI
NG THE
“MEMORY
METAL”

“I have no comment on that. I am not going to discuss
it.”
—DR. FRED WANG when asked
about the possible
Roswell origin of the reverse-
engineering project he

was involved in at the Naval
Ordnance Lab

F rom the moment a craft of unknown origin descended from the

summer skies and crashed into the high desert of east-central New
Mexico in July of 1947, high-level officials outside of Roswell clamored
to get the craft's materials into their hands as soon as possible for analysis
and possible exploitation. World War II had been over for two years, and a
new global adversary had risen to the top of the leaderboard to fill the void
once occupied by the defeated Axis Powers—Soviet Russia.

At that time, and certainly as a consequence of World War II, there were
a large number of national laboratories in the United States that specialized
in a wide variety of military technologies. But there was only one
organization that included the science of reverse engineering foreign
technology in its repertoire of expertise. That was the Air Materiel



Command (AMC) headquartered at Wright Field under the command of
General Nathan F. Twining. It was composed of two separate but related
functional units: T-2 Intelligence and T-3 Engineering. In 1961, T-2 would
be recast as the Foreign Technology Division (FTD), which throughout the
years became the designation most commonly applied to the unit dealing
with “foreign technology” at Wright-Patterson regardless of the year or its
proper name at any given time. For continuity and simplicity, FTD will be
the term used throughout this chapter. Area 51 was at this time still just a
spot on a map in the state of Nevada that had been used as a gunnery range
during World War II. It would not be developed as a super-secret test
facility of the same name for spy planes and stealth technology until the
mid-1950s, and its reputation as the repository of choice for extraterrestrial
“hardware” would not be made until the late 1980s.

Essentially, the Foreign Technology Division at Wright Field in Dayton,
Ohio is responsible for the breakdown and analysis of all weapons and
equipment of foreign design captured or recovered from an aircraft crash.
During World War 11, these were aircraft of German, Japanese, or Italian
design. During the Cold War, these were almost exclusively aircraft of
Russian design. With the coming of the saucers in the summer of 1947,
any recovered wreckage, remains, or physical evidence from them would
certainly have been deemed to be “foreign technology” and sent to FTD
for dissection.! During times of war, of course, such analyses were done
for the purpose of understanding the salient features of enemy technology
in order to defeat or better combat it by negating or exceeding its inherent
capabilities. In some instances, a complete reverse engineering of a
captured or wrecked aircraft is undertaken to better understand its
workings. Perhaps the best known example of this was ironically done by
the Russians during World War II when they fortuitously came into
possession of two United States B-29 bombers that had been forced into an
emergency landing in the USSR after a bombing run over Japan in 1944.
After a protracted negotiation, the Russians eventually released the
American flight crews, but kept the B-29s, which they proceeded to
painstakingly disassemble, part by part. At the time, the Russians had no
heavy bombers and were still making fighter planes out of wood. After the
war, foreign military experts who had been invited to watch Russia's first
post-war May Day Parade, which always ended with a show of the Soviet's
latest military hardware, were stunned when they saw a squadron of what



they thought were American B-29 bombers fly by overhead. How could
that be? In point of fact, they were not American-made bombers at all.
They were Russian-made Tupolev Tu-4 heavy bombers—exact copies of
the American B-29!

When the Roswell wreckage arrived at Wright Field during the second
week of July 1947, it quickly found its way into Hangar 23. As we learned
in Chapter 2, Hangar 23 was where the breakdown, analysis, and reverse-
engineering of enemy aircraft (in other words, “foreign technology”)
during World War II had taken place; and so it would be for the Roswell
wreckage. As described in this book and elsewhere, the Roswell wreckage
was mostly all in small pieces, having apparently exploded in the air
before falling to the desert floor. It would be several months before the
only intact part of the ship, the inner cabin or escape pod, was flown out of

Roswell to Wright Field.2 There were four major categories of wreckage:

1. Pieces of thin, light, stiff, aluminum-colored metal, which were
unbendable and impervious to the application of external forces.

2. Thin I-beam structures with strange symbols or writing embossed on
them.

3. Small wires that remind us of today's monofilament wires.

4. Pieces of a thin, light, aluminum-colored, cloth-like “metal” that could
be wadded up in the hand and then, upon letting go, would quickly
assume its original shape. It was also indestructible and impervious to
external forces.

For several years now, we have referred to the fourth category as the
“Holy Grail of Roswell” because of its unique qualities—qualities that, by
themselves, would serve as unequivocal, demonstrable proof, in our
opinion, of the extraterrestrial nature of the 1947 Roswell events.

Once Washington realized that the wreckage was extraterrestrial and not
Russian as initially thought, the decision was made to keep this knowledge
secret from not only the Russians (for obvious reasons), but also from the
American people. Employing the World War II slogan that “loose lips sink
ships,” it was felt that the fewer people who knew about it the better. This
strategy worked almost flawlessly for the next 30 years until Jesse Marcel,
the former intelligence officer at Roswell Army Air Field at the time of the
incident, broke his silence in 1978 and talked about having participated in



the recovery of a bona fide UFO back in 1947. With the publication of
Berlitz and Moore's The Roswell Incident in 1980 and Randle and
Schmitt's UFO Crash at Roswell in 1991, Roswell was on its way to
becoming a household name around the world. Although Robert Lazar's
claims of being employed to help reverse-engineer alien technology at a
super-secret facility in the state of Nevada called Area 51 were
discredited,? the notion of reverse-engineering captured or downed alien
technology gained traction and popularity because of the renewed interest
in the Roswell crash. Some believe that much of our current technology—
everything from transistors, fiber optics, and night-vision goggles to
computer chips, integrated circuits, and Velcro—has resulted from the
reverse engineering of extraterrestrial spacecraft or parts thereof.
Subscribers to this notion argue that these and a long list of other advanced

technologies could not have been developed by us so rapidly after 1947

without assistance from aliens.2

In 1997, this notion became the theme of the New York Times bestseller
The Day After Roswell, by the late U.S. Army colonel Philip J. Corso
along with future UFO hunter William J. Birnes. In the book, published
one year before he passed away, Corso claimed to have coordinated a re-
engineering project of the Roswell material while working under the
Army's head of research and development, Lieutenant General Arthur
Trudeau. According to Corso, the project fostered new commercial
technology in a number of areas such as fiber optics and computer chips,
which were developed from the reverse-engineering of artifacts retrieved
from the Roswell wreckage. Although we have always felt that there is
something to the notion that present-day fiber optics technology was
derived from the Roswell wreckage, there were too many factual mistakes
in Corso's tale for us to sign onto his thesis. In addition, his bizarre claim
that the world had fought and won an interplanetary war against
extraterrestrials (unknown to the citizens of the real world, as far as we can
tell) by employing the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) was a “bridge too
far” for reasonable minds to accept. The stake in the heart of the book's
credibility for many readers was administered by the late U.S. Senator
Strom Thurmond, who had written the foreword for The Day After
Roswell. Senator Thurmond, for whom Corso had once served as an aide,
was apparently misled when Corso asked him to write the foreword for his
book. He penned a normal, positive recollection of his former aide that had



nothing to do with UFQOs, but then requested a retraction of his foreword
when he learned of the book's contents. When a New York Times columnist
quoted Senator Thurmond as saying he knew of no such coverup and
doubted that one ever existed,® not only was the credibility of Colonel
Corso himself dealt a severe blow, but so too were his claims regarding the
re-engineering of recovered alien technology. It would be another 10 years
before the subject, like the phoenix, arose from the ashes once again.

Life can surprise you. Sometimes, when one door closes, another door
may open, and so it has been with our Roswell investigation in the person
of Anthony Bragalia. A self-employed businessman, Bragalia has been
conducting his own private investigation of the Roswell crash/retrieval for
a number of years, including one phase of the Roswell story that has
received scant attention from researchers: What happened to the crash
wreckage dfter it was delivered to Wright Army Air Field in Dayton,
Ohio? His research into this area of inquiry has been outstanding, and the
results achieved so far have been astounding: He has unearthed scientific
and documentary evidence that does nothing short of proving the
extraterrestrial nature of the Roswell wreckage! Newly discovered
documents from highly classified government reports written in the late
1940s regarding “memory metal” show that the Air Force—through the
Battelle Memorial Institute in Columbus, Ohio, and other laboratories,
such as at New York University (of Project Mogul infamy), Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Tennessee, and the Lawrence Livermore Labs in
California—were attempting to replicate the “shape recovery” properties
of the Roswell crash debris.

The impetus behind Bragalia's investigation was hearing us, Tom Carey
and Don Schmitt, discuss our continuing (and largely unsuccessful) search
for physical evidence from Roswell on a radio program some years back,
and especially our reference to a special type of debris wreckage we
dubbed the Holy Grail of Roswell—a piece of so-called “memory metal.”
Bragalia decided then and there to try to find out what became of the
Roswell wreckage after it was reportedly sent to Wright Field.® His report
regarding the early phase of this investigation was written up in the 2009
edition of our book Witness to Roswell. It and his follow-up investigation
into what became of at least one element of the Roswell wreckage—the
memory metal—read like a scientific whodunit mystery novel, but with
one difference: it's all true!



Bragalia's investigation began with an account of a former Battelle
employee who had confessed to a family friend in i960 that he had been
tasked with analyzing crashed flying saucer debris when he worked there
years earlier. The scientist, Elroy John Center, stated that he analyzed
metal from a crashed UFO when he was employed at the institute. With a
degree in chemical engineering from the University of Michigan, Center
was a senior research chemist at Battelle for nearly two decades, from
1939 to 1957, specializing in the analysis and testing of metals and unique
materials.Z Center certainly possessed the qualifications and necessary
skills to have been involved in the early analysis of the Roswell debris.

Bragalia then located and interviewed Dr. Irena Scott of Columbus,
Ohio, a former biology professor and Battelle scientist. Dr. Scott
interviewed a close professional associate of Elroy Center in 1992, and he
told her that Center told him privately in 1960 that while he (Center) was
employed at Battelle (he didn't give a specific year), he had been involved
in a very strange laboratory project—a highly classified study his
employer had been contracted to perform for the government (more
specifically, by Wright-Patterson AFB). The project involved work on a
very unusual material. Center came to understand that the strange “piece of
debris,” as he described it, had been retrieved by the U.S. government
from the earlier crash of a UFO. He explained that the material was not
something with which anyone was familiar. As reported by a number of
firsthand Roswell witnesses, Center also said that the debris he handled
was inscribed with strange symbols that he termed glyphics.2 No further
details were provided by Center throughout the course of his life. He
passed away in 1991.2

Being the intrepid investigator that he is, in 2010 Bragalia located and
interviewed by telephone a Center family friend (name on file but withheld
by request) mentioned by Irina Scott. This man confirmed that he met with
Center as a young man in 1957 at Center's home. In a discussion about
UFOs, Center allowed that he had analyzed a strange piece of metal that he
did not believe to be from Earth, and that he had understood was from a
downed UFO. The informant distinctly remembered that Center said that
the piece had hieroglyphic-like markings on it and that the chemical
element boron was important in some way in the composition of the UFO
material that was being studied. Center also revealed that the UFO material



was kept in a secure safe when he was at Battelle.1? Bragalia then quickly
located and interviewed Elroy John Center's daughter (name also withheld
by request), who was then in her mid-70s and lives in a western state. She
said that she was unaware of her father's story regarding the strange piece
of metal, but she recalled that he had had visits at home from an FBI
investigator, during which lengthy discussions regarding UFOs occurred.
She distinctly remembered overhearing her mother and father in a
discussion one day about UFOs when her father was heard to say, “I don't
know if we should tell [daughter's name] about this. She won't be able to
leave it alone.”l

We had always suspected that the Battelle Memorial Institute of
Columbus, Ohio, because of the nature of what it does, and where it does it
—close to Wright-Patterson AFB, where the Roswell wreckage was taken
—would have most likely been called upon by the Air Force to conduct
studies of the wreckage there. But, due to the press of other investigative
initiatives and general time constraints, we never got around to doing
anything beyond speculating about it.

Now we had a story about a deceased former employee of Battelle
Memorial Institute who claimed to have worked on a strange piece of
metal he believed had come from a crashed UFO. Where to go from there?
Concentrating on the memory-metal aspect of the case, Bragalia then
plugged in the phrases memory metal, morphing metal, and shape-recovery
metal into his Internet browser and let fly. Up popped a number of articles
and websites on something called Nitinol, an amalgam of the elements
nickel (Ni) and titanium (Ti), which together possess properties similar to
Roswellian memory metal. The “-nol” part of the Nitinol name stood for
the Naval Ordnance Lab (NOL), where this memory alloy was
“discovered” back in 1962. Because of its shape-recovery and bendability
properties, Nitinol is used commercially today in many products, from
eyeglass frames to medical instruments and much more. It can also be
purchased as wire, coil, or by the sheet, if you so choose. But the Naval
Ordnance Lab located in White Oak, Maryland, was not Wright-Patterson
AFB, where the Roswell wreckage had allegedly been taken. What then
was the connection between the two, if any, or was Nitinol simply
developed at the NOL in the normal course of prosaic metallurgical
research without a cosmic assist? To find the answer, Bragalia undertook a
historical backtracking of the eye-strain and headache-inducing technical



literature regarding the development of shape-recovery metals, a journey
that would take several years and lead back to the doors of Battelle
Memorial Institute and Wright-Patterson AFB.

Recalling General Arthur Exon's comments regarding the physical
makeup of the Roswell material as being “titanium and some other metal .
. . [but] the processing was different,” as well as a secret memo from
General George Schulgen (assistant chief of staff for Air Intelligence in
1947) stating that the wreckage in their possession was apparently
constructed “by unusual fabrication methods,” Bragalia focused on
technical articles that dealt with the processing of titanium with another
metal, such as nickel or zirconium. He found a number of such articles
written in the 1960s, and in the footnotes of a few of these he found
references citing Air Force contract numbers originating from Wright-
Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio. Also cited were references to a “Second
Progress Report” written in 1949 by scientists from Battelle for the Air
Force at Wright-Patterson AFB regarding Battelle's research into and
development of titanium alloys. Bragalia's research also revealed that there
had been no history of such research regarding the element titanium prior
to 1947 by the military, or by anyone else for that matter. The fact that
interest and studies pertaining to titanium seemed to take off after the
Roswell crash is most interesting. Also, a Second Progress Report from
Battelle to Wright-Patterson presupposes a First Progress Report, most
likely written in 1948. It was not cited in any of these articles, suggesting
that it was not provided to the researchers for their studies. Was it not
provided because it might have mentioned certain background information
regarding the origins or true nature of the project?

Bragalia then placed calls to the historians at both Battelle and Wright-
Patterson to try to retrieve the two Battelle progress reports, if they still
existed. Although the historians at both locations were able to locate these
reports in their computer databases, the actual hard copies of the reports
were “missing,” suggesting, according to the historians, that they had
either been destroyed or were stored somewhere under a very high security
classification. Not giving up, in 2009 Bragalia enlisted his close friend,
Sarasota Herald Tribune reporter Billy Cox, to file formal Freedom of
Information (FOIA) requests for these reports with the proper authorities at
both Battelle and Wright-Patterson AFB. As UFO researchers are fully
aware, the FOIA process is usually one filled with frustration and long



waits, resulting in an all-too-frequent “No Records” response, and not
much different was expected by Cox and Bragalia here. But, again, life is
full of surprises. After many months and reminder inquiries, both progress
reports were located in the archives of the Defense Technical Information
Center (DTIC) at the Department of Defense (DOD). After official reviews
by the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, both DOD Restricted
reports were released to Billy Cox—the Second Progress Report in 2009,
and the First Progress Report in 2010.12 Many pages were missing from
each report, but there was enough information in them for researchers like
Bragalia and Cox to develop a timeline for the derivation of Nitinol—the
best shape-recovery alloy currently in existence—from its progenitor,
Roswell's Holy Grail, aka memory metal. And just as stunning as the
reports themselves, which were titled “Research and Development on
Titanium Alloys,” was one of the names of the reports' coauthors: Elroy
John Center!

After studying the Roswell wreckage for a number of months after it
had been delivered to them from Roswell, the intelligence and engineering
departments at the Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright-Patterson
were no doubt puzzled but also impressed by the properties of so-called
memory metal. Having determined that titanium was one of the constituent
elements of memory metal, AMC contracted with Battelle to analyze and
experiment with the strange material further in the hope of replicating it.
The scientists at Battelle found nickel to be the most promising element
when combined with titanium to mimic memory metal, but it was the
processing of this potential alloy that was most important. Pure titanium
and nickel plus extreme heat were required to effect shape recovery. In the
1950s, AMC secretly shared portions of the Second Progress Report from
Battelle with various other laboratories around the country, including the
Naval Ordnance Lab, to continue the research for the right titanium alloy
to make memory metal. In 1962, the Naval Ordnance Lab announced the
creation of the shape-recovery alloy Nitinol! It was composed of nickel
and titanium—not as good as the real thing, but still the best morphing
metal in our inventory.

In 2010, Bragalia conducted a telephone interview with one of the co-
inventers of Nitinol, Dr. Fred Wang, formerly of the Naval Ordnance Lab.
Wang confirmed his participation in the project and had no problem
answering general questions about it, but according to Bragalia, Wang



became “cagey” when asked about several matters relating to the
development of Nitinol. For instance, in the early 1970s, Dr. Wang was
involved in bizarre “mind over matter” tests in which psychic Uri Geller
was recruited to try to bend or morph Nitinol with his mind. Apparently,
Geller was successful to some degree, but Wang was not all that happy to
confirm that he had witnessed the test. He agreed that he had been given a
copy of Battelle's 1949 Second Progress Report for use in the study of
Nitinol, but would not reveal who had clandestinely given it to him. Then,
when asked about his work's possible Roswell connection, Wang gasped
and then fell silent. After crickets chirped in the background for some
moments, Wang finally said, “I have no comment on that. I am not going
to discuss it.”13

The other co-inventor of Nitinol was a fellow by the name of William
Buehler. Years later, in an authorized oral history, Buehler complained that
after his discovery, Battelle took back the project from the NOL and kept it
when the National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA)
retained Battelle to “conduct further characterization studies” on Nitinol.14
No doubt NASA scientists were aware of Battelle's original involvement in
the study of morphing metals and had also probably seen the two progress
reports to Wright-Patterson that had been written in the late 1940s in the
wake of the Roswell crash. Nitinol had come full circle.

And this makes sense. Memory metal was inspired by the materials of
construction from a spacecraft found at Roswell, suggesting that the
material must have application in aerospace. Today, NASA plans to apply
the material in its most revolutionary and technologically advanced craft
ever developed. Research is continuing, and one day such material may
form the basis for a self-healing spacecraft skin. And most incredibly,
Nitinol or other morphing metals may hold the key to cosmic propulsion
and infinite, “free” energy using Nitinol heat engines—something NASA
has been working on for more than 20 years!'2 “Morphing is the key to
cosmic transport,” Bragalia concludes. “What material could be better for
an interstellar vehicle than one that could provide its own energy source,
disguise itself at will, work in all environments, and be able to heal itself
when compromised?” He continued, “Perhaps there is ‘intelligent material’
of which UFOs are made that is so malleable that they are able to change
state, allowing for interstellar travel.”1®



The results of the Battelle studies of the Roswell wreckage bore fruit in
the form of our own memory metal known today as Nitinol, an amalgam
of nickel and titanium that has shape-recovery properties similar to those
described by Roswell witnesses. Nitinol “remembers” its original shape by
returning to it after being crumpled. It possesses a high fatigue strength, is
lightweight, aluminum-like in color, and can withstand a blowtorch.
Perhaps covering its tracks, the Air Force let the U.S. Naval Ordnance Lab
officially introduce Nitinol to the scientific community in the early 1960s.
Today, Nitinol is used commercially in many products that require
bendable properties. From Bragalia's reporting, it can be seen that Nitinol
is not itself the Roswell debris. Rather, it is the result of attempts by
Wright-Patterson, through Battelle, to simulate the properties of the
Roswell debris, and exploit the obvious defense and technology value of
morphing or living metals. This is perhaps why some UFOs are seen to
morph! ET has mastered the “special process” that Generals Exon and
Schulgen alluded to. Their craft is composed of manipulated material that
has remarkable shape-recovery, memory, and other properties—properties
that the Air Force recognized in 1947 and tried to duplicate through
Battelle! It also could explain why so much of the Roswell wreckage
debris, as described by the witnesses, was composed of memory metal.

In February 2005, renowned TV news anchorman and producer Peter
Jennings stated on his ABC primetime special on UFQOs, “The UFO
Phenomenon: Seeing Is Believing,” There are no credible Roswell
witnesses!, declared Jennings. To the contrary, we offered to provide more
than a dozen credible witnesses to be interviewed, and one of them
included Apollo 14 astronaut Dr. Edgar Mitchell. Predictably, they had a
disinterested attitude toward anyone who would dare state anything pro-
UFO regarding Roswell. This merely confirmed to us that the press does
not have the slightest inclination to report to the public the truth about
UFOs. Their anti-UFO schooling has been more than thorough.

Another shining example of an exemplary eyewitness is retired Air
Force Lt. Colonel Sydney Johnston. Through the kind efforts of Nathan
Twining, Jr., the son of the famous general, we were introduced to
Johnston, who had been a close friend to General Twining.lZ Among his
impressive list of accomplishments, Johnston was an aeronautical engineer
and pilot serving in the Army Air Corps during WWII starting in 1944. He
flew 44 combat missions in a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber originating



from the United Kingdom into strategic German target areas.!® He clearly
impressed his superior officers, because he was called again for special
flights providing close air support for U.S. fighters and bombers during the
Korean War.l2 After retiring from the Air Force, he eventually found
himself working at Northrop Aviation in Alamogordo, New Mexico, at
Holloman Air Force Base as a test engineer.2? Wright-Patterson worked in
close alignment with this desert ground zero (literally; just to the north, the
first atomic bomb was detonated). Moreover, whatever T-2 Intelligence
was fortunate enough to take apart and put back together, you can rest
assured that most of the time it was also tested at Holloman AFB.

One of their human guinea pigs with whom Sydney Johnson worked
was John P. Stapp, who became famous as the “Rocket Man.” Many of us
have seen the old film footage of the man strapped into a rocket sled as it
was rifled across a barren desert, his face twisted and contorted like rubber
while sudden G-forces were monitored and he was observed for their
physiological effects. Few of us know that John Paul Stapp was an MD,
PhD, and Air Force flight surgeon who earned the rank of colonel and
pioneered the study of rapid acceleration and deceleration on the human
body. The Aero Medical Laboratory and the Air Development Center at
Wright Field originally conducted such tests in 1947 to test human
tolerances in simulated aerial crashes.?!

Johnston also served as a pilot and aide-de-camp for Holloman base
commanders General L.I. Davis, General Daniel E. Hooks, and General
Douglas Branch. He also wrote the treatise on the Northrop SM-62
“Snark” cruise missile, which was the only surface-to-surface, long-range
guided missile from 1959 through 1961. Later, he was assigned to Kirtland
AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico, to assist in a project to ascertain the
effect of the Van Allen Radiation Belt on high-altitude rocket launches.22

Dr. Knox Missaps was a famous mathematician specializing in
thermodynamics who had previously worked in metallurgy at Wright Field
in 1947. It was there that he worked with T-3 engineering, which served as
research and development under General LeMay at the Pentagon. During
the 1950s, Missaps worked directly with base commander General Hooks
and Dr. Wernher von Braun in Systems Command. Von Braun, the
legendary German scientist, was almost single-handedly responsible for

launching man into space.?2 The defeat of Germany after WWII led to the



beginning of our space program, and these men were in the trenches
whenever a rocket ascended out of sight or exploded on the launch pad.
The Pentagon's dream was their conviction.

Now that we have set up the cast of players, we ask you now to envision
this intriguing story. . . .

It was in the late 1950s that Johnston, Missaps, and Hooks shared an
office at Holloman. Missaps worked at his desk between the other two. On
one particular morning, Dr. Stapp made his daily stop for a cup of java and
idle chat, and Dr. Missaps joined them at Johnston's desk. However, this
time he had more to offer than some extra sugar. All at once, Dr. Missaps
removed something from his leather satchel. It was roughly a foot square
of “aluminum-like metal, about 3/1¢ of an inch thick. The edge of it was not
cut but separated like it had a rough edge, but straight.”

“What do you think this is?” queried Missaps with a touch of ebullience.
Johnston described the object this way: “The more you squeezed it, the
more tension you could feel. It was flexible, but the four corners were
straight, which suggested that it was stretched to its limit and broke. We
couldn't break it or even scratch it in any way . . . yet it was flexible. We
put a cigarette lighter to one end of it, and it immediately became the same
temperature all over.”

“I had no idea what it was so I asked Missaps if he knew,” added the
befuddled Johnston. Missaps answered, “I'd like to know, too.” Johnston
asked, “Where'd you get this?”

“Go talk to the people over at Roswell,” suggested Missaps.

“What are you going to do?” either Stapp or Johnston asked him. He
shrugged his shoulders, and then Missaps said, “I've got to talk to
somebody up at Wright-Patterson about it.”

With that, Missaps grabbed the piece of metal and then went over to see
General Hooks. After about 15 minutes, Missaps returned, and Johnston
asked him again about the origin of the amorphous material and the
prestidigitation he had just witnessed.

This is what Missaps related to him: “A cowboy over at Roswell, who
came over to Alamogordo to visit a friend or relative, presented him with
this strange piece. The other man brought it to the base where his brother
worked and brought it to my attention at headquarters. He wanted to know
what it was, but I couldn't identify it myself. Wright-Patterson has a



materials lab, which is where I am taking it.” Johnston added, “As far as I
know, Missaps took it to Wright-Patterson and left it there. That was the

last I ever heard about it.”24

Like Missaps, Dr. Robert I. Sarbacher also worked in research and
development (R&D) under General LeMay in 1947. He was an expert in
missile guidance systems and served on the R&D board. On a number of
occasions up until his death in 1986, he had described the following. He
was assigned to numerous classified projects and was in Washington, D.C.,
at the time of the Roswell incident.2> He had heard about the recovery of
the “ship and bodies” from New Mexico. Just before he died, he described
a missed opportunity to observe the actual remains at Wright-Patterson.
Unfortunately, he was committed to one of those classified assignments
and could not leave Washington. Instead, he had to rely on a number of his
colleagues for their firsthand observations. Sarbacher would keep silent as
to what he was told for 30 years before relating their confidential
testimony. Among other details, he revealed, “Certain materials . . . were
extremely light and tough . . . sufficient to withstand the tremendous
deceleration and acceleration associated with their machinery.” Sarbacher

would only add, “The ‘people’ . . . were built different than we. . . .”2%

As seems to be happening at an ever-increasing rate in our Roswell
investigation, last year we lost another member of the 509th Bomb Group
who was present on the Roswell base at the time of the 1947 incident:
Sergeant William C. Ennis was a flight engineer with the 393rd Bomb
Squadron at the RAAF. Hangar P-3 was the primary facility of the 393rd,
as well as the primary receiving facility for the wreckage and bodies
recovered from the crash. It stood to reason that anyone who had worked
in that hangar might know something, so we first interviewed Bill Ennis in
1992, and he just laughed everything off. After years of denial, we
reconnected with him in 2008, and things were different. No longer
laughing, Ennis confessed to not being truthful with us years before. He
said that, yes, he was there when the wreckage came into the hangar and
got a good look at it. “It was a spaceship,” he told us. “And after all these
years, I still don't know how that ship flew. There was no engine! Before 1
go, I want you fellas to promise me that you will find out for me [how it
flew]. I'd like to know.”?Z Well, Bill, if you are up there listening or
reading, we can now answer your question. The “engine” was all around



you on the floor of the hangar in little pieces that you could wad up in your
hand, and when you let it go, it would go back to its original shape! We're
sorry that we just missed you.
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THE
SENATOR
AND THE

BLUE ROOM

“I think at Wright-Patterson, if you could get into
certain places, you'd find out what the Air Force and
the government does know about UFOs. Reportedly, a
spaceship landed. It was all hushed up. I called Curtis
LeMay and said, ‘General, I know we have a room at
Wright-Patterson where you put all this secret stuff.
Can I go in there?' I've never heard General LeMay get
mad, but he got madder than hell at me, cussed me out,
and said, ‘Don't ever ask me that question again!’”

—SENATOR BARRY M. GOLDWATER on CNN's Larry
King Live, October 1, 1994

Senator Barry Goldwater is probably best remembered as the 1964

Republican candidate for president of the United States who was in the
wrong place at the wrong time when a tidal wave of sympathy for a
recently assassinated president swept over him and his party, and deposited
the Democratic candidate, Lyndon B. Johnson, into the presidency with a
landslide victory. For Republicans everywhere, it was a “year of the blue
snow.” It is hard to believe that out of the rubble of that election, its losing
standard-bearer, Senator Barry M. Goldwater of Arizona, would lead a
successful, conservative transformation of his party that lasts to this very
day.



FIGURE 5.1: Air Force Chief of Staff, General Curtis LeMay, would not permit Senator
Barry Goldwater enter the “Blue Room” at WPAFB. U.S. AIR FORCE

First elected to the U.S. Senate in 1952 at the age of 43 during
Eisenhower's presidency, Senator Goldwater served under five presidents,
retiring in 1987 under Jimmy Carter. Goldwater's senate seat has been



occupied ever since by Arizona Senator John McCain up to his death in
2018, and then by interim senators Jon Kyle and Martha McSally until the
2020 elections. During his Senate tenure, Goldwater served on a number of
important committees: the Armed Services Committee, the Aeronautical
and Space Sciences Committee, the Strategic Nuclear Forces Committee
(chair), the Tactical Warfare Committee (chair), the Communications and
Transportation Committee (chair), the Indian Affairs Committee, and in
1981 he became the chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee under
President Reagan. As if that wasn't enough, Goldwater also served his
country by joining the Army Air Corps when America entered World War
IT in 1941. By the end of the war, he had become a command pilot, having
flown in the European Theater and the India/China/Burma Theater.l He
remained in the Air Force Reserve after the war and founded the Arizona
Air National Guard. He was also a leading proponent of creating the
United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.? Goldwater retired
from military service on January 1, 1969, with two stars on his shoulder—
the rank of major general in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. In his spare time,
he created his own amateur radio station, which became part of the
Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) and, oh yes, he appeared on the
cover of Time magazine on June 12, 1964. He died on May 29, 1998, at the
age of 89.

Although he says he never saw one, the soft-spoken and respected
senator from Arizona had a longstanding interest in the subject of UFOs.3
He wisely kept this interest pretty much to himself and hidden from public
knowledge as best he could until after he retired from public life in 1987. It
is axiomatic even today that, for public officials, professional people, and
many others who depend upon their credibility for their livelihoods and
stations in life, the subject of UFOs is poison. For these people, to let it be
known that one had an interest in UFOs or may have experienced a
sighting is to lose credibility in the public's mind and eventually maybe
one's job. The reader need look no further back than to the 2008
Democratic presidential primary for a high-profile example: When it got
out in a book written by actress Shirley MacLaine that Ohio congressman
and presidential candidate Dennis Kucinich had had a dramatic, close-
encounter sighting of a triangular-shaped UFO in the 1980s while visiting
the actress at her home in Washington State, his credibility for higher
office plummeted to the low single-digits. His alleged sighting then



seemed to follow him around wherever he went and in every interview he
did. Although he tried to make a joke of it, he quickly dropped out of the
race, and he is also no longer a congressman. This thinking is also the
reason that the so-called “disclosure projects” that have come and gone
throughout the years without disclosure will continue to go nowhere. With
all of the problems facing the country and the world that require the
attention and energies of whoever is president, the subject of UFOs is at
the bottom of the list. Without a public mandate for UFO disclosure, it
won't happen. Equally important is the knowledge that if it ever got out
that an administration was expending any time or resources on UFOs, it is
certain that administration would not only become the butt of jokes on the
late night talk shows, but it would also be booted out of office in the next
election.

Considering his station in life, as a sitting U.S. senator and a member or
chair of a number of senatorial committees dealing with military matters,
as well as being an Air Force general himself, Goldwater traveled in and
was accepted in the highest government and military circles. In his 30-year
senate career, which occurred in two phases, separated by his run for the
presidency, Goldwater developed many friends both in government and the
military. One of these was another Air Force general by the name of
William “Butch” Blanchard, whom Goldwater described as a “very close
friend.”* Back in 1947, Colonel Blanchard had been the commanding
officer of the 509th Bomb Group at the Roswell Army Air Field when the
Roswell Incident occurred. By the mid-1960s, Blanchard had become a
four-star general and the vice chief of staff of the Air Force at the Pentagon
in Washington, D.C. He unfortunately died suddenly of a massive heart
attack at his desk in the Pentagon in 1966 at age 50. There is no doubt it
was Blanchard from whom Goldwater learned about Roswell and the
“certain places” at Wright-Patterson where UFO “artifacts” were stored.



FIGURE 5.2: The Blue Room at WPAFB in Dayton, Ohio was where alien “artifacts” and
“bodies” were said to be stored. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Another friend of Goldwater's was fellow Air Force General Curtis
“Bombs Away” LeMay who, as commander of the 20th Air Force in the
Pacific during World War II, was known for his fire-bombing of Japan
prior to the dropping of the atomic bombs that ended the war. He is
perhaps best remembered as the charismatic, cigar-chomping leader of the
Strategic Air Command (SAC; 1948-57). (In a 1955 major motion picture
of the same name, his character was played by actor Frank Lovejoy.)
LeMay retired from the Air Force as a four-star general, as well as its chief
of staff (1961-65). He briefly entered world politics when he ran
unsuccessfully for vice president of the United States as a third-party
candidate on the American Independent Party ticket with George Wallace
in the turbulent year of 1968. He died in 1990 at age 83.

Given his longtime interest in UFOs and his friends in high places,

Senator Goldwater decided to make his move on the Blue Room sometime

in the 1963-65 time frame, according to the best available evidence,2

during a stopover at Wright-Patterson AFB in conjunction with other
official duties for one of his Senate committees.® And what better way to
cut through the red tape than to call up his old friend General Curtis
LeMay, who just happened to be the Air Force's chief of staff at the time?
Goldwater had to be taken aback—way aback—at the harsh tone of
LeMay's response to a sitting U.S. senator, a fellow Air Force general, and
a friend as well. In telling this story on several occasions, Goldwater has



used different words to describe LeMay's rebuff. In addition to the
response described in the opening paragraph of this chapter, LeMay was
also said to have reprimanded Goldwater with, “Hell no! And, not only no,
but if you ask me again, I'll have you court-martialed!” Or, “Hell no! I
can't go. You can't go. And don't ever ask me again!”Z Whichever it was,
Goldwater, being a circumspect, respectful, and gracious man, never
bothered L.eMay about it again, and finally gave up his quest to find out
what was behind the blue door. In a 1981 letter to researcher Lee Graham,
Goldwater laments his fate on the matter: “[I] have long ago given up
acquiring access to the so-called ‘Blue Room’ at Wright-Patterson, as I
have had one long string of denials from chief after chief. So I have given
up . . .. This thing has gotten so highly classified, it is just impossible to
get anything on it.”8 Elsewhere, Goldwater further stated his conclusions
that the artifacts in the Blue Room were classified above Top Secret? and
that he did not know who controlled what was in—and who got to go into
—the Blue Room.1%

Despite Senator Goldwater's discretion, word eventually got out
regarding the Blue Room and his aborted attempts to gain access to its
secrets. Leonard Stringfield, living in Cincinnati, heard the rumors
emanating from Wright-Patterson and in 1974 exchanged letters about
them with Senator Goldwater. In his 1977 book, Situation Red: The UFO
Siege, Stringfield made perhaps the first public mention of Senator
Goldwater's story and, in a series of eight, limited-circulation monographs
published during the 1978-94 time period, Stringfield mentions the story
in several of his “updates.” For instance, in a 1979 monograph, Stringfield
simply mentions Goldwater's failed attempt to get into a “room” at Wright-
Patterson where the “information” was stored.ll No further details were
given, and the phrase Blue Room was not used. It was also not used in a
1980 follow-up monograph, wherein Stringfield expanded the Goldwater
story to include several letters he had received from private researchers.
coincidentally, they were some of the same letters described in this chapter.
There is one very interesting side note that has not been mentioned
elsewhere to our knowledge: Stringfield's source was a friend of his son,
whom String-field identified only as “JK.” In a “long discussion” in 1978,
according to Stringfield, JK revealed to him that he had been stationed at
Wright-Patterson when Goldwater visited the base hoping, among other



things, to see the UFO material stored there. According to JK, when word

got around that Goldwater had been turned down by General LeMay, “This
»12

refusal caused quite a fiasco on the base.

FIGURE 5.3: U.S. Senator Barry Goldwater was also an Air Force Reserve Major
General and attempted to enter the “Blue Room” at Wright-Patterson AFB in 1963. U.S.
AIR FORCE PHOTO

The 1980s witnessed the emergence of the name Roswell in the public's
consciousness with the airing of several TV shows concerning the alleged
crash. Shows such as the popular In Search Of with host Leonard Nimoy,
Unsolved Mysteries with host Robert Stack, and an HBO special, UFOs—
What's Happening?, all featured segments about Roswell. The decade also
gave us the first book about the Roswell crash, the title of which has
become the iconic reference for the 1947 event—The Roswell Incident,
which was published in 1980. More pertinent for our purposes in this
chapter, that book devotes two pages to the Goldwater story. Of note is the
fact that the phrase Blue Room is used in conjunction with the story for the
first time in a public venue to describe the repository of UFO artifacts at
Wright-Patterson.12 When asked to comment by a private researcher on the
Wright-Patterson account described in The Roswell Incident, Senator
Goldwater responded that it was “essentially correct.”14 As a result of the
burgeoning attention being given to the case and to his role in its unfolding



narrative, in 1988 Goldwater made his first public appearance to discuss it
on Larry King's radio show. By the decade's end, Goldwater was averaging
a hundred or more phone calls a year asking for more information and

urging him to look into the Roswell case and the Blue Room.12

In March of 2012, the personal letters of Barry Goldwater were made
available to the public by the Arizona State University Historical
Foundation. Included among them are more than a hundred letters
concerning UFQOs, and among these are a number that deal with the notion
of a location where UFO-crash artifacts might be stored and Goldwater's
attempt to find it at Wright-Patterson. UFO researcher Grant Cameron has
done perhaps the most comprehensive job of making sense of and
cataloging these letters on his “Presidential UFO” Internet site.l® The
Goldwater UFO letters cover a 30-year period from 1966 to 1996
(Goldwater suffered a stroke in 1996, which ended his letter writing, and
he died three years later), and the letters are nicely summarized
sequentially by the date of the letter. They reflect a man who was clearly
frustrated and conflicted about what he felt he could tell people on the
subject of UFOs and his search for UFO artifacts at Wright-Patterson. He
tried to be responsive to the people who wrote to him while observing his
patriotic duty not to give away any national secrets. Regarding the subject
of UFOs in general, his position was that he didn't know any more than the
“man on the street,” and that the subject was above Top Secret (thus
validating a similar statement made in 1950 by Canadian government
official Wilbert Smith).1Z In the mid-1970s, with the election of President
Jimmy Carter, Goldwater started closing his letters with the hope that full
disclosure regarding UFOs was just around the corner. This was no doubt
based on the (false, as it turned out) belief that the new president would
fulfill his campaign promise to release “unsettling disclosures” regarding
UFOs.

After his assumption of the chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee
concomitant with the election of President Ronald Reagan in 1980,
Goldwater's responses to those inquiring about UFOs and his Wright-
Patterson experience changed subtly, but enough to suggest that he may
have finally been briefed on these matters. In one letter he states that,
although he did not get to see the “material,” he didn't blame the Air Force

for preventing him: “I think it should be kept secret.”18 That response begs



the question: how would the senator know that something should be kept
secret if he didn't know what that something was? Then, in a May 1981
letter he states that the reason he went to Wright-Patterson that day “. . .
was not to see any remains, because I don't know of any UFO that
supposedly crashed.”12 He must have forgotten about his old, “very close
friend” General Blanchard. This remarkable statement was nothing short
of a bold-face lie, which he would later correct in his interviews with Larry
King. Finally, in a July 15, 1981, letter to a fellow ham operator on his
radio network, Goldwater edges toward anger in a response to a question
of whether the details of his attempt to gain entrance to the Blue Room at
Wright-Patterson as recounted in The Roswell Incident were true or not:
“[T]hey are partially true, but not completely. I can't give you any other
answer than that, so please don't push it”? [authors' emphasis]. In other
words, “I know a lot more, but I can't tell you, and I don't want to have to
lie about it.” We've all been there at one time or another. Fortunately for
us, after he retired, Goldwater had the honesty and courage to publicly
correct his Blue Room story. The posthumous release of his personal
letters on the matter, however, added little of substance to what we already
knew.

The first Freedom of Information Act (FOI A) requests seeking
information from the Air Force about the Blue Room were filed shortly
after the publication of The Roswell Incident in 1980. These were directed
to the Foreign Technology Division (FTD) at Wright-Patterson. If a Blue
Room ever existed, it would have been located somewhere within FTD,
which was the intelligence entity at Wright-Patterson. At the time of the
Roswell events in 1947, it was known as T-2 (Intelligence), and it has
undergone several name changes since then. In answer to his December
1980 FOIA request, William Moore, coauthor of The Roswell Incident,
received a response from FTD that no information or records could be
found regarding a “Project Blue Room.”2L A year later in 1982, researcher
Lee Graham received a similar response from FTD that they were unable
to locate “documents, film or any information about the [Blue Room].”
Graham was sent on his way with the boiler-plate suggestion to contact the
National Archives for further information. Curiously, the response to
Graham also included a statement that “Senator Barry Goldwater had
visited FTD earlier that year and received a technology update briefing!”22
A decade later, researcher Brian Parks, who was a friend of William



Moore's and had access to some of his files, came across an archival record
card that referenced a 35 mm film taken inside the Blue Room at Wright-
Patterson in 1955.23 Parks was ultimately advised to direct his FOIA
request for information about the film to the Department of Defense's film
archival facility located at Norton AFB in California through the Air
Force's director of information management located at Scott AFB in
Illinois. In an October 9, 1991, response to Parks, the Air Force confirmed
the existence of the film by noting that it had a specific ID number and
project number, and was titled “Blue Room, Wright Patterson AFB OH,
1955.” The response also stated that the film had been destroyed on “9
September 1965.”24 (NOTE: This would have been right around the time
that Senator Goldwater was knocking on the Blue Room door at Wright-
Patterson.) Coincidence?

In April of 2012, specifically citing the 35 mm Blue Room film record
and the response to Brian Parks regarding his FOIA request in 1991,
researcher Anthony Bragalia submitted a FOIA request of his own to the
Air Force for information relating to the Blue Room and the 35 mm film of
it. It worked. Less than a month later, Bragalia received a short but
remarkable, and perhaps unwitting (as noted by Bragalia) reply from the
FOIA analyst at Wright-Patterson AFB: “[T]he office of record for BLUE
ROOM is NASIC—the National Air and Space Intelligence Center [also
located at Wright-Patterson].”?2 Bragalia's FOIA request was then
forwarded to NASIC for a direct response. As it turns out, not surprisingly,
NASIC is the immediate successor of the previously mentioned FTD, the
very place where UFO wreckage, bodies, and artifacts have been rumored
for years to have been stored and analyzed! NASIC's current mission,
according to Bragalia's research, is “to gather and analyze specialized
global intelligence on current threats from the air and space realms.”2% A
few days later, Bragalia received an equally remarkable—if not shameless
—response from the NASIC FOIA manager at Wright-Patterson. Coming
full circle, thus proving that the runaround is indeed round, Bragalia
received the same perfunctory “no records” response that William Moore
had received to his FOIA request 30 years earlier. The stone wall was
obviously back up—but too late! As matters stand at this writing, Bragalia
has appealed this response as being “non-responsive” and has promised to
consider litigation if he is not satisfied with the response to his appeal.



Perhaps our only peek inside the Blue Room comes to us from the late
Leonard Stringfield. In a 1991 update of his crashed-UFO series of
monographs, Stringfield reprinted a secondhand account of such a visit as
told to him by a high-ranking Army officer.?Z In it, Stringfield referred to
the Blue Room as the “Inner Sanctum,” a place that was “a veritable
museum holding the artifacts of crashed saucers and the retrieved cadavers
from Roswell”%8 [original emphasis]. The following is an abridged version
of the Army officer's account, as told to him by his friend. As was his
usual practice at the time to protect his sources, Stringfield withheld the
names of both the Army officer and his friend.

In 1955, my friend was working as a scientific research analyst in
Texas, working on radar equipment. One evening at home, an MP
pulled up to his house and informed my friend that he had to
accompany him. He was taken to a local AFB and held in a secure
area with others involved in various fields of research. The first
order of business was the signing of secrecy non-disclosure papers.
Then they were frisked and their pockets emptied into marked
envelopes. They were then led to an aircraft and seated along with
armed guards wearing uniforms with no ID labels or identifiable
insignias. The flight lasted several hours, and it was dark when they
landed. They were led blindfolded from the plane, and after a short
walk they stopped. They then heard a hangar door brought down
behind them and were told to remove their blindfolds. At this point,
my friend's voice always quivered when he told me the story.

When they removed their blindfolds, they were inside a converted
aircraft hangar—the floor and walls were entirely painted blue.
Around the room were tables, shelves, and fixtures holding
thousands of artifacts, none of which were immediately
recognizable. They were told that they were to study each object and
determine its purpose, operating parameters, and whether or not it
could be duplicated. Looking back, he now recognizes many things,
such as lasers, integrated circuits, printed circuit boards of now
commonplace design (including microprocessors and surface-mount
components, etc.). When someone finally asked where the artifacts
came from, they were led to a small, locked room that they had
heretofore not seen and shown four large aquariums filled with a



pink solution. Each contained a small body with gray skin,
oversized cranium, huge eyes, and no hair. In the back of this room
were pieces of metal, ranging from little slivers to very large twisted
chunks. The curator then related the story of the Roswell crash.

When they were debriefed days later, they were told that they could
return anytime to discuss the objects [within certain specified
parameters]. A year or so ago [this would have been around 1990],
my friend contacted the group and asked if the offer was still good.
He was told that indeed it was, and that the collection had grown

tremendously [authors' emphasis].@

What had specifically inspired Goldwater's interest in UFOs no doubt
stemmed from his friendship with “Butch” Blanchard. Unfortunately for us
and for history, Goldwater was never very vocal on details. Yet he clearly
had inside information about the Blue Room. It has always been surmised
that there was a connection to Project Blue Book, but no one at Blue Book
ever gave the slightest indication that they knew the truth, or were aware
that physical evidence existed (see Chapter 19, “Heart-Attacking the
Witnesses™). The descriptions of the Blue Room indicate that it was where
the physical UFO evidence was kept. Why else would a good friend in the
person of Air Force General Curtis LeMay threaten Goldwater, as was
claimed? Even if it merely housed relevant UFO documents that have since
“disappeared,” the alleged, mysterious disappearance of documents
requested by the GAO in 1993 concerning Roswell becomes a worn cliché.
Lest we forget, in 1948 the man in charge of the Roswell cover-up, Air
Force General Hoyt Vandenberg, ordered the final report of Project Sign—
which concluded that UFOs were real and probably represented
extraterrestrial craft—be burned. All of which smacks of flushing the
incriminating evidence down the toilet.

Though he never got to look inside the Blue Room, we can thank Barry
Goldwater for bringing the notion of such a location to the public
consciousness. When a well-respected person of his stature speaks of
something, whatever that something is, it is immediately accorded a
credibility factor that might not be obtained otherwise. Because of Barry
Goldwater's moment of benign effrontery that day at Wright-Patterson, and
the subsequent efforts of researchers dedicated to getting the truth, there



can be little doubt now that there still exists somewhere a most secret room
in the most secret building, in the most secret base in the U.S. Air Force,
wherein lies . . . well, as Barry Goldwater stated so eloquently, “I'm a firm
believer that there is something that can fly around here that the Wright

brothers didn't have anything to do with.”32



6

“THOSE
WHO KNOW
DON'T
TALK”1

“We find ourselves faced by powers, which are far
stronger than hitherto assumed and whose base is at

present unknown to us.”
—WERNHER VON BRAUN

In the waning days of World War II in the European theater of
operations, a most important, clandestine, recruitment program that was
almost as important as the battle raging on the front-lines was put into
motion. It's pace could probably best be described by country music great
George Jones' 1964 hit song, “The Race is On,” a frenetic ode to reaching
the “finish line of love” ahead of one's competing adversaries in the race.

The timeframe for our purposes, however, encompassed the winter and
early spring of 1944/45 up until the end of the war on May 8, 1945; and
the “love-interest” was not some country and western music “honky-tonk
angel,” but late-war, advanced, German ordnance technology in the form
of its new Wunderwdffen (wonder-weapons like jet aircraft and guided
missiles) and especially Germany's Vergel-tungswaffe (vengeance-weapon,
most notably the unstoppable, rocket-propelled V-2 ballistic missile).
Perhaps even more important than locating and recovering this advanced
hardware was the search for, and rounding-up of, the German minds who
were responsible for the design, operation, and maintenance of these



advanced weapons of war. This was especially true of that group of
German rocket scientists and engineers working at a place called
Peenemiinde on the extreme northeastern coast of Germany (it was from
Peenemiinde that the V-2 rockets targeting England were launched). And
who were the competing adversaries in this race for advanced technology?
No surprise here. Not the Germans, since their unconditional surrender
was drawing ever nearer. Great Britain and France would emerge from the
war greatly diminished in power and influence. Their places would be
assumed by the only two super powers to emerge from World War II
(WWII), the United States and the Soviet Union; and it was already known
by the Western Allies before the war was over that the Russians would
inevitably become their future adversary. Even after the fall of the Soviet
Union in 1989, the Russian Federation remains an adversary of the West—
not as strongly as the former USSR had been, but still an adversary.

In the spring of 1945, as the Soviet Red Army approached within a few
miles of Peenemiinde, which would ultimately fall into the Soviet
occupation zone after the war, the German rocket scientists as they came to
be known, under the leadership of Dr. Wernher von Braun, deliberated and
voted to surrender to the Americans rather than to the Soviets. So von
Braun and his top staff “escaped” from Peenemiinde to Bavaria in southern
Germany. Once there, they dispersed into several groups to avoid U.S.
bombers, and on May 2, 1945, Von Braun's group of rocket scientists
crossed the German border into Austria and surrendered to the U.S.
Army's 44th Infantry Division.? Wernher von Braun and his band of
German rocketeers, the prize catches of Operation Overcast, later renamed
Operation Paperclip, were safely in American hands.

Beginning in 1945, approximately 500-600 German scientists,
engineers, technicians and 1,000 family members would ultimately be
brought to America under cover of Operation Paperclip.2 The Soviet
Union “retrieved” at least that many in their mad, post-war search for
German scientists; but the USA had won that contest with the securing of
Wernher von Braun, who was at the top of everyone's must-get list, along
with the rest of his Peenemiinde Rocket Men.



FIGURE 6.1: Even though a few newspapers headlined the recruitment of German
scientists after the war, most Americans were either unaware or didn't much care about it.
WIKIA.COM

From 1946-1950, most of the first “Paperclip” Germans were housed at
the U.S. Army's Fort Bliss near El Paso in the Texas Panhandle. From
there, it was only a short commute to their place of business, the White
Sands Proving Grounds (an adjunct to Holloman AFB near the town of
Alamogordo, New Mexico) where the U.S. was testing its captured
German V-2 rockets. Roswell, New Mexico, where the only nuclear-tipped
strike force in the world (the 8th Air Force's 509th Bomb Group) was
based, was just under two hours away by land and mere minutes away by
air. As time went on, a number of “Paperclip” Germans would be sent to
White Sands on a semi-permanent basis to help with the V-2 launches and
also help get the guided-missile program moving, while others were sent to
Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio, where all of the captured Axis
hardware from WWII had been sent for reverse-engineering. Wright-
Patterson was also the place where all U.S. aeronautical engineering,
research, and development were taking place. In 1950, the Fort Bliss group
was split in two, with the main group moving permanently to the Army's
rocket development center at the Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, Alabama
to get the U.S. ballistic missile and space program “off the ground” under
the direction of von Braun, while the other group moved permanently to
White Sands to continue with the development of guided missiles and
related military ordnance under the direction of Dr. Ernst Steinhoff .2


http://wikia.com/

FIGURE 6.2: This photo taken in 1946 at Fort Bliss, Texas shows 104 German scientists
and engineers who were brought over to America under “Operation Paperclip.” Wernher
von Braun is seen standing in the front row, seventh man from the right with his left hand
in his pocket, and Ernst Steinhoff is standing to von Braun's right with his left hand also in
his pocket; the “unnamed scientist” in this chapter can be seen standing in the back row,
fourth from the right. U.S. ARMY PHOTO

In the summer of 1947, today's Holloman AFB was known as
Alamogordo Army Air Field, and just to the west of it was White Sands
Proving Ground where the V-2 rocket testing was taking place on a regular
basis. Wernher von Braun and his rocket team of about 150 rocketeers
were still being billeted at the Army's Fort Bliss reservation, just a stone's
throw away from White Sands and not too far from Roswell Army Air
Field near the dusty town of Roswell, New Mexico.

Given their unique scientific and technical backgrounds, it doesn't strain
logic to suspect that von Braun and a small number of his hand-picked
men would have been called in to inspect and offer opinions regarding the
nature of the hardware or wreckage of what we believe was an
extraterrestrial craft that had crashed in the desert northwest of Roswell in
early July of 1947. And this appears to have been the case.



FIGURE 6.3: A captured German V-2 rocket on the launch-pad at the White Sands
Missile Test Range near Alamogordo, Texas.. U.S. ARMY PHOTO

Dr. Wernher von Braun was an obvious choice for the Air Force to have
brought in to consult. In addition to his technical knowledge and
experience, he already had a top secret security clearance. With the
publication of the first edition of this book in 2013, we have only scant
testimony (see Chapter 8, “My Name Is June Crain”) about von Braun's
involvement. The main reason is that he passed away fairly young at the
age of 65 in 1977, which was one year shy of Jesse Marcel going public
with his “Roswell-was-the-crash-of-a-UFO-and-not-a-weather-balloon”
statements, which resulted in the re-opening of the 1947 Roswell crash
case by civilian researchers.

Since his childhood, von Braun's main focus seems to have been on
space, space flight, and how to achieve it, which naturally led to a
fascination with rocketry. He received a doctorate in physics at the age of



22 in 1934 from the Friedrich-Wilhelm University in Berlin. As his
expertise in rocketry became known, he was drafted into the Nazi Party in
order to continue his rocket research at the price of heading-up the V-2
program at Peenemiinde. Unhappy at the cost, he continually made
comments about preferring to make rockets for space exploration rather
than for war. As a result, he was jailed by the Gestapo for a number of
weeks and bailed out only by the intercession of none other than Albert
Speer, the German armaments minister who convinced Hitler that von
Braun was essential for the war effort.2 After hearing of the first V-2
rocket to hit its target (London), von Braun continued to express his belief
that rockets should be for space travel and not for killing people, “... the
rocket worked perfectly, except for landing on the wrong planet.” When he
complained to the SS about the harsh treatment of the slave labor used in
the factories that manufactured the V-2 rockets, he was told to mind his
own business, or he might find himself with them. And if he continued to
complain about it, in the opinion of a former Nazi Party member, “He

would have been shot on the spot!”®

Nevertheless, after the war, Wernher von Braun went on to achieve his
dreams of developing rockets for space exploration by becoming “The
Father of the American Space Program.” He had awards too numerous to
list here, but there were two achievements among his greatest:

1. The launching of the first American orbital satellite, Explorer 1, in
January 1958 with an Army Redstone Jupiter-C rocket-booster from
Huntsville, Alabama soon after the Russians launched their Sputnik
satellite on October 2, 1957, and also after the miserable failure of the
U.S. Navy's Vanguard rocket, which died on the launch pad in
America's initial sad attempt to repeat the USSR's achievement.

2. Becoming NASA's chief rocket engineer, program manager, and

architect of the Saturn V booster rocket used for the Apollo manned

lunar missions.Z



FIGURE 6.4: With the success the Russian launch of the world's first orbital Satellite
[“Sputnik”] in October, 1957 and the failure of the U.S. Navy's “Vanguard” rocket launch
soon thereafter, von Braun's team at Huntsville, Alabama successfully launched America's
first orbital satellite [“Explorer I’] in January 1958 with an Army “Jupiter-C” rocket. Von
Braun, can be seen on the right holding up an example of the satellite with two other team
members. U.S. ARMY PHOTO

A number of statements were made by Dr. von Braun that suggest that
he was privy to information confirming the reality that we had
extraterrestrial visitors to our planet. All statements come to us, however,
from several second-hand sources. Thus, the late Apollo 14 astronaut, Dr.
Edgar Mitchell, on the September 12, 2007, “Coast to Coast AM” radio
show stated that he knew Wernher von Braun well and that von Braun
“had dropped a few hints on UFOs but nothing in great depth.” Mitchell
went on to say that the “Paperclip” scientists were at Fort Bliss “at the time
all this happened [Roswell],” and added that “Wernher was apparently
there and was asked to investigate at that first instant-incident, because of
his rocketry knowledge.”® Mitchell had his own sources regarding the
reality of the Roswell 1947 event to know that everything that von Braun
had told was true. He concluded the interview with, “Wernher was a

brilliant thinker, and his goal was to explore the universe.”2
Earlier, in 1959, von Braun had cryptically inferred the existence of

extraterrestrials with this ominous statement, “We find ourselves faced by
powers, which are far stronger than hitherto assumed and whose base is at

present unknown to us. More I cannot say at present.”12 He would repeat



this assertion in 1973 when, by this time the head of NASA's lunar
exploration program, he told Esotera magazine, “Extraterrestrial powers
do exist, and they are more powerful than previously thought. I'm not
authorized [by the powers that be] to give you any more details on the
issue.” 1 Actually, even with that statement, von Braun was probably
giving away more than he was authorized!

Carol Rosin was the first female corporate manager of Fairchild
[Aerospace] Industries in Germantown, MD, where Wernher von Braun
became vice president for engineering and development in 1972 after
leaving NASA. She also became von Braun's spokesperson during the last
years of his life, which ended in 1977. In testimony before a group called
The Disclosure Project in 2000, she stated the following, “There is no
doubt in my mind that Wernher von Braun knew about the extra-terrestrial
issue. He explained to me the reasons why weapons were going to be put
into space, the enemies for whom we were going to build these weapons,
and that all of that [what was stated for public consumption] was a lie. He
was totally against the weaponization of space. ”12

You will read in Chapter 8 about von Braun's trips to Wright-Patterson
AFB in Dayton, Ohio and some of the things he did and said while there
that were of an extraterrestrial nature. Suffice it to say here that he was in
on UFO matters. What about Roswell in particular? Well, former Apollo
astronaut Edgar Mitchell told us that von Braun was called to the Roswell
crash site, presumably prior to its removal from the desert floor, but
Mitchell gave no details. Did he see the alien bodies? Mitchell didn't say,
and now Mitchell's gone too.

The International UFO Museum and Research Center on N. Main St. in
downtown Roswell, New Mexico, was founded in 1991 and dedicated to
the 1947 incident. Over the years, it has received over one million visitors
from all over the world. A very small number of these were real-time, first-
hand, participant-witnesses to the 1947 events. If we were lucky enough to
be at the museum, we would take their statements and pictures, but more
often we were not there and hopefully someone on the Museum staff
would do it. With the passage of time, the Museum no longer gets first-
hand accounts, since 99 percent of them are gone now, including all three
of the Museum's three original founders: Walter Haut, Glenn Dennis, and
Max Littel. The Museum is now lucky to receive second- and third-hand



witnesses—and so are we! Such testimony, inadmissible in a court of law
as “hearsay” evidence, is important to us as corroborative testimony in
support of first-hand testimony from others or corroboration of certain
events in the timeline.

For years, we have heard of Paperclips involvement in Roswell and,
albeit second-hand, the information came from a most reliable source.
Faced with the reality that all of the German scientists from 1947 are long
gone, as is the case with almost all of the Roswell witnesses, we are now
left to speak with their surviving families.

In July of 2015, coauthor Don Schmitt interviewed a physician by the
name of Cornelius Klaus “Neels” Blesius (now 81 years old and retired).
He had come into the UFO Museum during Roswell's annual UFO Festival
in early July to refer us to the family of the late German scientist, Dr. Ernst
Steinhoff, who had been a member of the von Braun rocket team at
Peenemiinde during World War II. After the war, according to Dr. Blesius,
Steinhoff had come over to the U.S. as part of the initial group of 150
German scientists brought over to America under Operation Paperclip who
had settled in at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas. (Steinhoff, a renowned
aeronautics, meteorological, and engineering specialist, was actually
second in command to von Braun of the Paperclip Germans). Like the rest
of the group, Steinhoff came to America under the most secret of
conditions, since the American public and most politicians in Washington,
D.C. knew nothing about captured Nazi scientists being placed in
protective custody by the U.S. military. Such was the price America had to
pay for the objective of maintaining a scientific and technological
advantage over the Soviet Union.

From 1945 through 1949, Steinhoff and his colleagues were able to
continue their own research for the benefit of the United States military at
Fort Bliss and White Sands. In 1947, a group of at least 65 German
aeronautical engineers were shipped over to Wright Field—unknown to
the locals in Dayton, Ohio. Steinhoff remained at White Sands and was in
charge of the Germans who were assisting with the V-2 launches, while he
designed and assisted in a program of his design for guidance control and
other breakthrough instrumentation.



FIGURE 6.5: The “Paperclip” scientist Ernst Steinhoff led the German team at the White
Sands Missile Range; he would go on to be inducted into the White Sands Missile Range
Hall of Fame and the International Space Hall of Fame. WHITE SANDS MISSILE
RANGE HALL OF FAME

The RAND Corporation was a military think-tank established in 1946 in
accordance with the Pentagon's research and development (R&D)
department. Steinhoff became a member in 1961, and he was one of the
most vocal advocates of a manned mission to Mars and the establishment
of a permanent base there that would utilize indigenous life-support
materials.13

Steinhoff was elected in 1979 to the New Mexico International Space
Hall of Fame, joining good friends and colleagues Dr. Lincoln LaPaz and
Clyde Tombaugh, both famous astronomers well known by those
conducting UFO studies, not only for having had their own sightings, but
also for serving as Air Force consultants in related UFO investigations. At
one time, LaPaz had accused the Air Force of “a grand cover-up for
something the government does not want discussed. ”14 That was 20 years
after he had been assigned by the Pentagon to investigate the Roswell
crash. Tombaugh was critical of his colleagues as well, citing, “I am a
professional; a highly skilled professional astronomer. I think reputable



scientists are being unscientific in refusing to entertain the possibility of
extraterrestrial origin and nature. 12

Now to complete the puzzle, Dr. Blesius arrived from Germany in 1965
and met Steinhoff at a hospital in New Jersey. They soon became friends
because of their mutual heritage, and Steinhoff invited Blesius to visit him
in his home in Alamogordo, where he retired. Blesius told Schmitt that in
1973 Steinhoff and a number of other Paperclip scientists were authorized
to go to New Mexico and escorted by federal agents there for some
undisclosed purpose. They were taken to an apparent crash site north of
Roswell to examine the most unusual wreckage in situ (i.e., in-place and
undisturbed) as it first appeared upon arrival. It was unlike anything any of
them had seen before. They were warned not to take any pieces for study.
According to Dr. Blesius, it was Steinhoff's impression that the Americans
wanted to be sure that it wasn't of foreign (i.e., Russian) design. They
assumed it was not. Later, they would hear from colleagues that much of
the physical wreckage was “buried beneath a hangar at Wright-
Patterson.”15 Steinhoff then asked Blesius not to say anything until after
he was dead.

Dr. Ernst Steinhoff passed away on December 2, 1987, at the age of 79
in his adopted hometown of Alamogordo. The now-famous rocket scientist
had two sons, Hans and Ralph, both of whom were interviewed by
telephone a year later in 2016 by coauthor Tom Carey. Hans J. Steinhoff
(now 80 years old) of Cloudcroft, New Mexico, was difficult to reach
because he spends most of his time traveling North America with his wife
in their RV. A retired electrical engineer, it was Hans who Dr. Blesius told
us to call to get corroboration for the information that the good doctor had
previously provided to us about their late father. When Hans Steinhoff
finally returned the most recent of Carey's phone messages, the surprised
Carey (he had by this time given up ever hearing from Hans) could discern
that Hans was obviously calling from a noisy restaurant surrounded by
friends and, more disconcerting, that Hans was being very cautious in his
answers to Carey's questions. “My father never told me anything about
anything. I have no information myself.” Hans said that he “grew up on a
farm and spent most of his time milking cows and such, that he never had
much interest in UFOs, and that was all he knew about it [Roswell].”Z
Upon hanging up the phone, Carey thought about a catch-phrase that the



Philadelphia Phillies Hall of Fame centerfielder, Richie Ashburn, used to
say to his broadcasting partner, Harry Kalas, whenever something
unbelievable happened on the field of play (as was often the case with the
Phillies): “Hard to believe, Harry!”

It turned out that it was the younger son, Ralph (now 68 years old), a
doctor of homeopathic medicine in Las Cruces, New Mexico who floored
us with the revelation about who actually told him all about Roswell. It
was never his father, long under the watchful eyes of federal agents, who
claimed to have direct participation. Ralph told Carey that his father had
been one of the Air Force's prime investigators of the Roswell crash, but
whenever the subject arose, Steinhoff would shut off debate with a
warning, “Those who know don't talk, and those who talk don't know!”18
For Ralph, someone unceremoniously did talk. It was none other than Dr.
John Stapp, the so-called “Rocket Man” (see Chapter 4, “Reverse-
Engineering the ‘Memory Metal’”), who admitted to Ralph on a drive
from Alamogordo to Roswell that “Roswell was true,” that there were
three crash sites involved (our belief), and that he (Stapp) remained
“especially interested in the composition of the wreckage.”2 During their
conversation over the phone, Carey recalls Ralph curiously asking him
several times what the weight-to-mass ratio of the wreckage was, and said
that if we ever found out to let him know. Ralph would say no more than
that he believed that Roswell was an “extra-dimensional” rather than an
extra-terrestrial event.2

In September of 2002, the Sci-Fi Channel aired a two-hour special, “The
Roswell Crash: Startling New FEvidence,” hosted by noted sports
commentator, Bryant Gumbel. The show was based on the Roswell
research of the coauthors, and all of the witnesses interviewed were
provided by us. We were also interviewed at length on the show. Soon
after the show aired, coauthor Tom Carey received an e-mail from a
woman (name on file) who lived in a small town in Georgia with an
interesting story to relate. She said that when she was a freshman at the
University of Georgia in 1964, her college roommate was a girl from
Huntsville, Alabama (name on file) whose father was a German scientist
who came over to our country with Wernher von Braun and other German
scientists at the end of World War II. “He was stationed at a place called
Fort Bliss in Texas, and they flew him to Fort Worth, Texas to examine the



wreckage and the systems of a spacecraft that had just crashed near
Roswell. The occupants of the space craft had been sent to Texas, too. He
was told not to look at the bodies. He worked on the space craft, but he did

surreptitiously view the bodies [as well].”%.

If this story was true, it was obviously a case of another Paperclip
German who was involved in the Roswell case. We knew the name of our
source's roommate, but the problem was that her roommate dropped out of
the University of Georgia after her freshman year, and our source hadn't
been in contact with her since. Carey then searched the lists of Paperclip
Germans for one that had the same last name as his source's roommate and
came up empty. Our source tried to locate her former roommate via the
University of Georgia and came up empty. Years went by and we caught a
break. A writer for a small newspaper in Alabama with the same last name
as the roommate wrote a piece in 2009 about growing up in the space age.
Carey sent a copy to his source, and she had an “ah-ha” moment. We were
looking for the wrong guy. It was the roommate's boyfriend's father who
was the Paperclip German whom we should be looking for, not her own
father or grandfather! Carey rechecked the lists of Paperclips again, and
there he was standing in the back row of a picture of 104 Paperclip
Germans taken in 1946 at Fort Bliss! Checking the Paperclip records, our
guy died in the 1990s. His son, the roommate's then boyfriend, whom she
later married, had also passed away. So, that meant we would have to find
the roommate herself to corroborate our source's story.

The roommate had remarried, but fortunately we had gotten her married
name from the Alabama newspaper article written by her brother as
previously mentioned. Carey then went online and got the roommate's
phone number and passed it along to our source who promised to call her
to corroborate the story told to her back in 1964 when they were college
roommates. Several more years went by. Our source talked to her former
roommate on the phone, exchanged numerous e-mails with her, and even
visited her in person, but when asked by Carey if she had gotten the
sought-for corroboration she said, “I didn't ask her.”%2

A few more years went by without hearing anything further from our
source, which brings us to 2018. (Yes, Carey's file on this one lead had
now been open for 16 years!) Our source was exhibiting the classic
behavior of a story-fabricator by not following through on promises and



failing to return phone calls and e-mails. We've seen this behavior before
many times. So, to put a period on this investigation, Carey picked up the
phone and called the roommate himself! She corroborated everything that
his source had told him: being her college roommate for one year in 1964,
marrying her college boyfriend whose father was a Paperclip German, and
so forth. When Carey finally asked her the question regarding her former
father-in-law's flight from Fort Bliss to Fort Worth in 1947 to examine the
Roswell wreckage and view the alien bodies, there was a 1-o-n-g pause and
voices could be heard speaking low in the background. “No. I don't
remember that at all,” she replied when she came back to the phone. By
the end of the conversation, she had walked that response back to, “Well, it
was a long time ago. I can't remember everything I ever said.”?2 End of
conversation. File finally closed.

Conclusions? Our source most likely got cold feet at some point because
she felt that she was betraying a confidence. Most people who come
forward on their own with information (when we don't find them first) are
surprised when we tell them that we want to verify their information by
checking out what we can of their story. That's why we feel that our source
couldn't bring herself to ask her roommate about it, because then she
would have to answer the question of why she was asking about it
(because she told the story to a third party who might go public with it). As
for the roommate, we feel that she denied telling the story because she has
a family that is doing well and doesn't want to taint the family name with a
subject that is still taboo in many circles of society. We believe the original
story is true, because there were so many unknown moving parts that all
checked out in our investigation, except the roommate's initial denial. The
only other alternative is that the story was a fabrication from start to finish.
By the way, we went public with the story but not with the names of our
source or her roommate and their respective families, including the
Paperclip German in question, as we had promised. You can take this to
the bank, though: the Paperclip German scientist who was the subject of
our investigation is in the 1946 Fort Bliss picture standing in the back row.

Regarding the Steinhoffs, Ernst Steinhoff did tell a trusted friend (Dr.
Cornelius Blesius) about his Roswell involvement, but insisted that Blesius
keep it secret until after his death, which he did. He most likely refused to
tell his sons in order to protect them. Either that, or the sons lied about not



knowing, because they wanted to protect themselves and the public
memory of their famous father.

Today, many question the wisdom, if not the morality, of Operation
Paperclip—the act of bringing former adversaries from World War II over
to the United States of America. Perhaps they may have been guilty of
“war crimes” as might have been determined by post-war tribunals. From
the perch of 21st century thinking, it might seem to have been something
that should not have been done. But at the close of World War 11, that sort
of thinking was secondary or tertiary to the perceived threat posed by the
military ascendance of the Soviet Union and the capabilities that may be
exploited from Germany's Wunderwaffen, especially in the field of
rocketry and guided missiles. It was felt that the security of the free world
was at stake.

The technical expertise of the German aeronautical engineers and
scientists at that time in many ways exceeded that of our own. They were
world-class talent in things aerial. The Soviets knew it, and we knew it. So,
the race was on to grab as many of them as we could grab before the
Soviets grabbed them. The result was Operation Paperclip and the birth of
our space program.

Given their expertise, it made perfect sense that Paperclip scientists
would be called upon to study things “otherworldly,” and such was the
case. Their engineering backgrounds and ways of approaching things were
different than ours. They were needed to gain an expert and perhaps
alternate perspective on the Roswell event. Thus, a chosen group of
Paperclip scientists, led by Drs. Wernher von Braun and Ernst Steinhoff,
were brought to the crash scene to view it in situ, were present at Roswell
and Fort Worth Army Air Fields where the wreckage and biological
remains were initially brought, and had a permanent presence at Wright-
Patterson where all of it ultimately was brought for storage and expert
analysis.



7

ALIENS ON
ICE?

“You mean we got a ‘Man from Mars?’ On ice, Buddy. .
.. Icel”

—THE THING FROM ANOTHER
WORLD
(RKO Pictures 1951)

For decades, reports have suggested that the material wreckage

recovered by the officers and men from Roswell Army Airfield in
early July of 1947 went to Wright Field (later Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base) in Dayton, Ohio. Pilots allegedly flew plane loads of wreckage there
from a crashed flying saucer on a number of flights emanating from
Roswell, including two special, unscheduled flights that were carried out
with the utmost secrecy—two flights that were said to have transported
something else. After all, the logical extension of the crashed-disc theory
was that the craft also contained a flight crew. An FBI document dated
July 8, 1947, refers to the very first flight out of Roswell carrying
wreckage to Wright Field. This was the flight the 8th Air Force
commander in Fort Worth, Texas, General Roger M. Ramey, dramatically
“cancelled” for the benefit of the press in order to kill the burgeoning
Roswell crash story.l It states that the “disc” and balloon (contrary to
General Ramey's proclamation to the press) were being flown to Wright
Field by special transport for examination.? The second untruth told by
Ramey that day was not something that he said, but rather something that
he did not say. It was something else that he and the news releases about



the incident dared not disclose: that strange little bodies were also found
among the wreckage.

It should be noted that in 1947 Lieutenant General Nathan F. Twining
was the commanding officer of the Air Materiel Command at Wright-
Patterson, which controlled the Air Force's intelligence functions. Known
as T-2 Intelligence at that time, it later became the Air Technical
Intelligence Center (ATIC) in 1951, then the Foreign Technology Division
(FTD) in 1961, and today it is known as the National Air & Space
Intelligence Center (NASIC). It was this military organization that was
primarily responsible for analyzing any and all foreign, new, or unknown
aerial technology that came into the possession of the United States by
whatever means. After World War II, it was logically assumed that most
such material devices would be of Russian origin.

Numerous flights had originated either from Wright Field to retrieve
wreckage from the Roswell crash or, as in the case of Captain Oliver W.
“Pappy” Henderson, from the airbase in Roswell. In utmost secrecy,
Henderson piloted a plane filled with wreckage and something else
nonstop directly from Roswell Army Air Field to Wright (Army Air) Field,
as it was then called, on July 8, 1947, which was the second day of the
recovery operation taking place in the New Mexico desert. He kept this
special flight a secret from everyone, including his wife, Sappho, for years,
until the early 1980s, when he saw the Roswell story featured on the cover
of a supermarket tabloid and figured that, if the story was out in the public

domain, it was all right for him to talk about it.2

Henderson, who passed away in 1986, told his wife that he had wanted
to tell her about it for years. He told her that he knew flying saucers were
real because he had flown a plane load of such wreckage to Wright Field
back in the 1940s. He didn't tell her much about it except that the debris
was strange. And, according to Sappho, he never told her about the
something else—the little bodies—he had transported in addition to the
wreckage. The flight's destination had been Dayton, Ohio, and then back to
Roswell again in a C-54 Skymaster transport plane. Henderson was a
member of the First Air Transport Unit, known as the Green Hornets,
which was assigned to Roswell Army Air Field at the time. He would go
on to tell his wife that it was a routine flight except for its high

classification status.? Our investigation has been able to identify and locate



one of the crew members on this flight: Tech Sergeant David Ackroyd. His
widow, when asked whether her husband had ever discussed this flight
with her, responded in the affirmative: “All I remember about it is that this
one day during this [UFO] thing he came home early in a big rush and told
me, ‘I need to get some things. I have to go on a special flight with Pappy
back east. I'll be home in a day or two.” That was all he said.”2
Unfortunately, we have been unable to locate any other crew members on
this flight, but given the fact that, according to Ackroyd's wife, her
husband's flight took place during the time frame of the Roswell recovery,
there is no doubt that it was Oliver “Pappy” Henderson's flight to Wright-
Patterson on July 8, 1947.




FIGURE 7.1: Captain Oliver “Pappy” Henderson told close friends and family Members
in the 1980s that he flew “strange wreckage” and “little creatures” from Roswell to
Wright Field in early July of 1947. 1947 RAAF YEARBOOK

Pappy kept the secret as long as he thought it was required of him, but
once some of the preliminary information was published, he started to
open up to his friends, as well as his wife. In 1982, at a reunion of his B-17
flight crew from World War 11, the subject of Roswell came up, and he told
them of piloting the wreckage of the spacecraft. He described how he flew
the very aircraft they had been talking about from Roswell to Wright Field.
He also mentioned for the first time the little humanoid bodies he observed
lying on the hangar floor before his flight departed.2 A former World War
I bomber crew member by the name of Vere McCarty was also in
attendance at the reunion. In a letter written in 1989, he recalled that
Henderson was extremely serious when he recounted his story for them
that night, after which the discussion went on to other UFO sightings. “The
captain made comments about flying saucers on other occasions,” he said,
“always telling his listeners that he believed in them because so many
other pilots reported seeing them. He never broke his silence about his own

role until the last few years before he died.”Z

Sappho remembered that, sometime after the incident when they were
still living in Roswell, her husband had been outside with their daughter
Mary Katherine staring up into the night sky. When his daughter asked
what he was doing, he told her, “Looking for flying saucers. They're real,
you know.”® Pappy was able to tell his daughter that fact with a certainty
that few others possessed. The more amazing part of Henderson's
reasoning at the time—why he knew they were real—had yet to be told.

Corroboration of the Henderson story comes from a former B-29 pilot
from WWII stationed in Amarillo, Texas, in the summer of 1947: Captain
Joseph Toth. He was sent to Wright Field at the time of the Roswell
incident to undergo a complete physical exam to determine whether he
could maintain his flight status. While waiting for medical tests, he strolled
outside for a quick smoke and saw that a C-54 transport plane had just
arrived and taxied up close to the base hospital, where a hasty unloading
then took place. Toth immediately noticed men removing and carrying
several stretchers from the hold of the aircraft with bodies of short, large-
headed corpses and quickly taking them into the building. Later, he



remembered hearing the excited scuttlebutt back in Amarillo about the
activity that had taken place over in Roswell, and he especially recalled
that much of the talk at the Wright-Patterson base that day was about what

had arrived in the C-54 that he had fortuitously observed.2

When asked if the bodies recovered from the crash at Roswell went to
Wright Field, Brigadier General Arthur Exon said, “That's my information.
But one of them went to a mortuary outfit . . . I think at that time it was
[Lowry Air Force Base] in Denver. But the strongest information was that
they were brought to eright-Patt[elrson].”m General Exon had been a
lieutenant colonel and an administration student at Wright-Patterson at the
time of the Roswell incident, and in the mid-1960s became the base's
commanding officer.

General Exon was not alone in his beliefs that the bodies had been
brought to Dayton. Former First Lieutenant Raymond A. Madson said that
he and his wife, who both worked at Wright-Patterson, had heard rumors
of bodies stored there.X And Norma Gardner, an employee at the military
facility until 1959 when she retired, would often hint to friends that she
knew more about the “flying saucer situation” than the government was
saying or was comfortable with her knowing. A typist with Top Security
clearance, she had been given the duty of logging in all UFO-related
material, which included parts of the interior of a spacecraft that had been
brought to the base prior to her employment there. Everything had to be
photographed, tagged, and labeled, and all the documentation had to be
filed by someone, and that was Norma Gardner.12 At one point, she saw
two bodies as they were being moved from one location to another. The
bodies had been preserved in some kind of chemical solution. She said that
they were small, about four feet tall, but with large heads and slanted eyes,
and “obviously were not human.” In the course of her duties, she also
typed the autopsy reports of the remains. All of this, according to her, was
done while she was employed at Wright-Patterson.13 Norma Gardner died
shortly after recounting her story, which would in effect make it the
equivalent of a “deathbed confession.” Such statements are accorded a
special status in “truth-telling” in courts of law throughout the land. Also
known as a dying declaration, it has generally been recognized in courts of
law that when a person knows that the end is near, he or she has nothing to



gain or lose by such a statement except the benefit derived by mental or
emotional “clearing the decks” before passing on.

Support for Norma Gardner's reports regarding alleged alien autopsies
came some years later via Leonard Stringfield. As we've mentioned, he
developed numerous contacts with military and civilian personnel who
were, or had been, employed at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, or had
contact with the base in some form or other. One of these was a doctor
described by Stringfield as his “prime medical contact” for information
regarding the alien bodies recovered from Roswell. From this source,
Stringfield received detailed descriptions of the body structure of the

recovered crash victims.1# Given all of the medical information at his
disposal, Stringfield felt that he had enough data to try to illustrate how the
Roswell aliens must have looked morphologically. This led to several
attempts by Stringfield at sketching an alien, each of which was submitted
to his medical source and returned to him with comments as to its
accuracy. In 1978, after many tries, he was finally able to put together a
composite sketch that was accepted by his medical source as being an

accurate depiction of an alien entity that had crashed at Roswell and was

autopsied at Wright-Patterson.12




FIGURE 7.2: Building 18F at Wright-Patterson contained “cold-storage room” from
which pungent, formaldehyde-like smells would emanate on warm, summer days. ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

A former Air Force major by the name of Truman Weaver provided
additional information. He showed researchers a letter from a friend by the
name of Robert Thompson, who was a technician at Wright-Patterson in
the early 1950s and claimed to have worked across the alley from the
building where the bodies were kept. Thompson said that by 1953 there
were 13 of them stored in a room on the third floor there. He claimed that
on some days a strong odor drifted across the alley, and when he asked
about it, he was told that it was embalming fluid. According to Thompson,
“This was before air conditioning was installed, and with the windows
open I could smell the strong odor of formaldehyde. It was sickening.”1®
The strong smell of formaldehyde at Wright-Patterson isn't enough to
suggest that alien bodies—or bodies of any kind—were there at all.
However, Thompson went on to explain that his boss, a man named
McAdams, showed him a report that confirmed the rumors that there were
bodies and a captured saucer being stored at Wright-Patterson. The next
day, according to Thompson, the paper report was taken from McAdams,
and officials later denied that it even existed.lZ In April 1979, Thompson
wrote Stringfield, who had received the story from Richard Hall, then the
editor of the MUFON UFO Journal, confirming the original story but with
a notable addendum: “The building number [where the bodies were stored]
was 18F, 3rd floor. The 13 bodies and two saucers are at a small air base
[Langley Air Force Base] at Hampton Roads, Virginia, if they have not
been moved again.”18

John G. Tiffany reported that his father was stationed at Wright Field in
1947, and that his unit, as part of their assignment, supported the 509th
Bomb Group in Roswell. According to Tiffany, his father, along with his
crew, had been flown to a “destination in the southwest.” There they
picked up strange, metallic debris and a large cylinder that reminded him
of a “giant thermos bottle” for transport back to Wright Field. Tiffany was
told by his father that the metal was very lightweight, but very tough. It
was smooth, had a “glass-like” surface, and everything that the flight crew
had done to try to to deform it, mark it, bend it, or break it had failed. But
what bothered the airmen most was the unusual cylinder and its unknown



contents. Tiffany wasn't sure if his father had actually seen anything
resembling bodies firsthand, but he did state that “two of the corpses were
intact,” which suggests that he had. After the flight, the crew started to
experience a strange sensation—a feeling that they were somehow
“contaminated.” According to Tiffany, “They couldn't get over [the feeling
of] handling something that foreign.”12

Once they arrived at Wright Field, everything was off-loaded, including
the giant, thermos-like capsule. The entire cargo was loaded into trucks,
and once the vehicles departed, the flight crew was debriefed by a high-
ranking official who told them that the just-completed flight never took
place.22 Could this be the second flight with the bodies? It originated as a
large wooden crate in Roswell, then was flown to Fort Worth Army Air
Field, Texas, on July 9, 1947, under armed guard in the bomb bay of a B-
29 named the Straight Flush. The large, hermetically sealed, thermos-like
device aboard Tiffany's aircraft suggests that something very out of the
ordinary, something that was possibly epidemiologically harmful to
humans—or simply smelled bad—was being transported (recall the crew
members' strange feelings after the flight). Tiffany's father told him that
they picked up the capsule in Texas!%

A similar feeling of uneasiness regarding the bodies also overcame the
aforementioned Captain Oliver “Pappy” Henderson when he told a close
friend and fellow military officer, Dr. John Kromschroeder, about them.
According to Kromschroeder, he and Henderson were sharing stories while
on a fishing trip, and after a few hours Henderson mentioned that he had
seen the bodies of alien visitors and the remains of their craft.
Kromschroeder said: “He was clearly uncomfortable talking about it.”22
Henderson, according to Kromschroeder, did not like being around the
dead or injured and wanted to get away from them as quickly as he could.
Kromschroeder quoted Henderson as saying, “I couldn't really look at
them.” But he did see enough to say that they were “kinda little guys.”23
He also told Kromschroeder that the bodies had been put into the deep
freeze and that, as late as 1986, he thought that they were still at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base.?4 Naturally Kromschroeder wanted to know
more about it, but Henderson would only repeat the descriptions (gray
little men with big heads, slanted eyes, and tiny mouths) and then ended
the conversation with “I just can't talk about it.”22



Helen Wachter said that she had been a nursing student at a school in
Dayton, Ohio, in the summer of 1947, and she was visiting at the home of
a friend who had just given birth. While Wachter was in their small studio
apartment, the husband of the new mother returned home in an agitated
state. He dragged his wife into the single bedroom and told her, in a voice
that could be easily overheard, that something of a Top Secret nature had
happened at the base that day. Bodies of “alien creatures” had arrived at
the base—four of them. He knew because he had been one of the guards
posted when the plane arrived with them. That was all that was said about
it: four bodies had come onto the base one day during the summer of
1947.%

Could one of the other guards posted that day have been a famous stage,
screen, and recording star from the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s? Hard to
believe, we know, but . . .

An interesting story of a similar nature involving famed stage, screen,
and recording star Gordon MacRae (Oklahoma!, Carousel) came to us
from his former wife, the late actress Sheila MacRae (“The
Honeymooners” sketches on the Jackie Gleason Show). According to her,
back in the 1940s her former husband was an armed security guard who
had stood guard over a wooden pallet at Wright-Patterson AFB. On the
pallet was something that was completely covered by a canvas tarpaulin.
Told not to let anyone near the pallet and not to look under the tarp
himself, MacRae complied with the first part of the order but not the
second. When his chance arrived, he peeled back the tarp to receive the
shock of his young life—on the pallet lay small, large-headed creatures
from another world!

His story was told publicly on a late-night TV talk show by Sheila
MacRae shortly after Gordon passed away in 1986. In a chance meeting
following a stage show in New York City a few years ago, respected UFO
researcher Peter Robbins heard the story directly from Sheila MacRae
herself.2Z In 2010, with Robbins's help, we attempted to arrange an
interview with Sheila MacRae to confirm, deny, or learn additional details
of the story as described to us. We also wanted to find out just how it was
that her former husband came to view the aliens at Wright-Patterson, since
we knew that Gordon MacRae had been in the Air Corps during World
War 11, but by 1947 he was already on the Broadway stage and presumably



a full-fledged civilian citizen. These questions remain unanswered. After
an initial period of apparent cooperation, the MacRae family stopped
communicating with us, and the interview with their mother never took
place. The family knew the story about their iconic father and have not
denied its veracity, but they will no longer discuss it. We have since
learned that Gordon MacRae may have recounted the episode himself on a
TV talk show, perhaps The Mike Douglas Show or the Merv Griffin Show,
in the 1970s or 1980s. Sheila and Gordon MacRae divorced in 1967.
Sheila passed away in 2014, and Gordon's second wife Elizabeth (m.

1967-1986) passed away in 2010.28

In 1957, a military photographer had just seen the classic sci-fi movie
Earth vs. the Flying Saucers with his son. During the drive home, the
father was uncharacteristically quiet. All at once he remarked, “They were
too big!” This was in reference to the aliens in the movie they had just
seen. He then went on to confess his own knowledge of the true situation.
He was stationed at Wright Field in 1947, where he was assigned to the
base photo lab. One day, an officer grabbed two 16-millimeter cameras and
instructed him and another camera man to follow him. They were led to a
heavily guarded hangar, stopped briefly outside, and then allowed to enter.
Inside, the two men observed a heavily damaged circular craft, and the
floor was covered with wreckage of a similar metal, all of which were on
top of a canvas tarpaulin. The officer directed them to immediately start
filming the unknown craft and debris. When they were done, they were
taken to the back of the building where a refrigeration unit was housed.
Inside the unit was a “museum case” containing the remains of two small,
thin, grayish creatures with large eyes. One was notably severely injured,
and the other body was apparently not. A guard was told to open the case
so that the two men could get a clear shot. Beyond the shock of witnessing
the two bodies was the strong odor. “[It was like] the smell of dead fish,”
added the photographer to his son. Both men's cameras were confiscated
and they were warned of the consequences of ever repeating what they had
just filmed. The man's son commented that, “My father was a true patriot
and a very religious man”22—ideals that must have been put to the test on
that fateful day!

The late reporter Carl Day, a newsman with the Fox affiliate in Dayton,
interviewed two MPs in May 1991. They both described “frozen bodies,
wreckage, and a ship” that were kept in Building 21, which they guarded.



All of which they said had been transported on planes to Wright-Patterson

many years before.2

UFO researcher Thomas Blann interviewed a retired Wright-Patterson
colonel off the record who said, “In the earlier years, they had taken some
bodies to this base, but later on, it depended where they were found. They
had a hell of a time setting up procedures for this operation [most likely
Operation Blue Fly or Project Moon Dust], as well as getting the craft out

of the area without being observed. Usually, this was done at nighttime.”3L

Yanic Ritger (a pseudonym) retired from the military on a medical
pension. During World War II, he had served as a driver for none other
than General George S. Patton. After his service, he worked for General
Electric, but was forced to go on permanent leave due to radiation
exposure—an exposure that was suffered in a most unusual circumstance.

In the early 1950s, Ritger was employed at Wright-Patterson AFB in a
civilian capacity and lived in Dayton during that tenure. His wife (now
deceased) remembered how he was on special assignment at the base,
which lasted for an entire week. He was unable to give her any details
about his secret work. It was only many years later that he related any
specifics about the missing week to his daughter. Like so many others who
performed clandestine work for the government and were sworn to
secrecy, Ritger feared the loss of his medical pension, which he depended
upon for his special care. The following is the account he reluctantly

expressed to his daughter.32

As his work had never required on other occasions, this job involved the
installation of a nuclear device located on a secret underground level. In
fact, everything about the job was strange. He and a coworker were
blindfolded, driven to an unknown destination, taken into a building, and
placed into what was obviously (to them) an elevator shaft, which they
then descended to their worksite. Their eye coverings were then pulled
away, and guards escorted the two men into another chamber. What then
immediately became evident to them was the cold temperature, and—
worse—the repugnant smell. One of the supervisors there gave them
detailed instructions for the task at hand. But something remained
uncomfortable about the very room in which the job was taking place. For
there, out of the corner of Ritger's eye, he witnessed a sight he had only
heard about in rumors. At the rear of the chamber was a row of glass cases,



and inside of each was the corpse of something that did not appear to be
human.22 Each case was on a stone slab, and his occasional glimpses
revealed bodies that were short, with large heads and “clammy skin.”34
Metal coils were attached to each case, and at times the glass would fog
up. One of the guards present noticed the distraction and quickly drew
back a cover over the glass containers. Nothing was said, and no other
reaction was noted.

For the balance of the week, Ritger and his work assistant were kept
overnight in what was, for all intents and purposes, a jail cell, as no outside
communication of any kind was permitted. The one feature that stood out
was the overwhelming stench, which burned their noses.22 Upon
completion of the project, both men were checked for any possible after
effects of radiation exposure and were required to have regular check-ups.
Once he finished the job at Wright-Patterson and returned home, Ritger
told his family of the pungent odor in the cold room. His daughter said that

she remembered her father's clothes having a strong odor of ammonia on

them. Eventually, his assistant died of cancer, and later, Ritger did too.3®

Sadly for Ritger, the rumors became a reality and also left a lasting
impression with his daughter. It was quite a price to pay for a brief
encounter with some of the hidden secrets at Wright-Patterson. Was this an
encounter with the long-rumored “aliens on ice” allegedly stored at
Wright-Patterson? Sounds like it to us.

It should be clear from all these testimonies that, in addition to physical
crash wreckage, bodies from another world were brought to and stored at
Wright-Patterson, beginning with the Roswell crash in July of 1947. The
evidence suggests that the bodies were preserved in clear containers in a
state of cryogenic suspension by some combination of low temperature
(“on ice”) and cryogenic gas or solution. At least some of the bodies still
continued to emit a foul odor, even under these conditions, which was first
noted before the bodies left Roswell. No doubt the bodies were stored in
Wright-Patterson's AeroMedical facility, at least during the time that they
were under examination and dissection. Long-term storage was at another
location on the base. Are they still there? We don't know for sure, but we
do know that they were “loaned” to other airbases around the country
throughout the years for examination.2Z We believe that they were still at
Wright-Patterson at least through the 1970s, because of a recent



development. A reliable source who is employed in the U.S. rocket
program approached us in 2012 regarding a surprising conversation he had
in 1976 with a former chief of Wright-Patterson's AeroMedical Laboratory.
Both men lived in Dayton, Ohio, at the time, and our source also worked at
Wright-Patterson at the time. During the conversation the AeroMed chief
told our source that he had something of interest to tell him. Knowing that
our source had an interest in UFOs, he confirmed for him what he knew
about the reality of visiting extraterrestrials by stating, “The Air Force has

little fellows stashed away at Wright-Patterson.”28
The only thing he forgot to do was add ice.

FIGURE 7.3: Liquid Nitrogen tanks connected to the rear of Hangar 23/18 in an undated
photo. Liquid Nitrogen is used to keep perishable biological things like cadavers in
cryogenic suspension. GOOGLE EARTH, DIGITAL GLOBE
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“MY NAME
IS JUNE
CRAIN”

“I'm 72 years old. I've outlived two husbands and
survived cancer twice. What are they going to do—
shoot me or put me in prison?”

—TELL MY STORY: JUNE CRAIN, THE AIR FORCE
&
UFO'S, JAMES E. CLARKSON

S arah Holcomb knew that the bodies had arrived at Wright-Patterson.

Employed at the base in a sensitive secretarial position, she was able to
supply various documents that confirmed her security clearances as well as
her presence on the base during three separate periods of employment from
1942 to 1952. According to her, a sergeant she knew who had the proper
authority to get into her office where she worked told her that he'd just
come in on a special flight. He told her and the others in the office that
they had brought in bodies from a flying saucer crash. He was telling them
in no uncertain terms that the flying saucers everyone else in the country
had been talking about were real. Having seen the strange little bodies
himself, there was no question about it. Not long after the sergeant
departed, the base commander appeared with a statement for them all to
sign. He advised them, including Holcomb, that there was no truth to the
story that the sergeant had been spreading, but they were nevertheless
never to talk about it, or even mention it, under penalty of 20 years in
prison and a $20,000 fine!!



Years later, when civilian UFO investigators came calling, Holcomb
wanted to know if she was still obligated to abide by the security oath she
had signed four decades previously, fearing at this late date that the
military and the government might still prosecute her for talking. She was
extremely cautious but decided that, with information about the Roswell
crash starting to come out, information about the bodies should be released
as well.2

In reality, the name “Sarah Holcomb” was a pseudonym. She had
initially requested anonymity when Kevin Randle and Don Schmitt first
interviewed her in 1990.2 A version of her story appeared under her
pseudonym in the 1994 Randle and Schmitt book, The Truth About the
UFO Crash at Roswell, for the purpose of connecting the Roswell crash
retrieval to Wright Field. With apparently nothing further to pursue at that
point, Randle and Schmitt then closed their Sarah Holcomb file.

Three years later, in 1993, an Aberdeen, Washington, police officer by
the name of James Clarkson, who also happened to be a private UFO
investigator as well as the Washington State Section Director for the
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), entered the scene. Part of any MUFON
State Section Director's function is to promote the organization in one's
home state by giving presentations and the like. As any UFO investigator
knows, it is at such presentations and conferences that contacts are made,
some of them unexpected—such was the case with James Clarkson and
Sarah Holcomb. One evening, at the conclusion of his presentation on the
subject of UFOs at a local library in the seaside town of Ocean Shores,
Washington, Clarkson was approached by 68-year-old Sarah Holcomb.
She told Clarkson that she knew he was right about our government's
knowing much more about UFOs than they were telling the people. When
asked by Clarkson how she knew this, Holcomb simply but forcefully
replied, “Because I worked there.” Behaving now like the trained
investigator that he certainly was and still is, Clarkson asked for some
details to back up her statement. “I can't tell you—they'll come and arrest
me” was Holcomb's response.? Clarkson did not know it at the time, but he
later learned that she had signed a nondisclosure agreement in 1952 when
she left the employ of the U.S. Air Force. The document threatened her
with a fine and a prison sentence if she ever disclosed what she knew.2
Discussing this case years later in 2013, Clarkson revealed to coauthor



Tom Carey that he felt at the time that this witness was afraid that he,
being a police officer, might arrest her, and that was the reason she was not
forth-coming with any details.® Clarkson then gave Holcomb his business
card and hoped for the best, although every UFO investigator knows that
the chances that a reluctant witness will ever call back—even after
promising to do so on a stack of Bibles—is no better than one in 10. Still,
Clarkson sensed that there was something special about Holcomb; she
came across as a serious person and not just some UFO buff trying to
impress a speaker of the moment.Z

FIGURE 8.1: Former police detective and security officer, James Clarkson obtained June
Crain's story shortly before she passed away in the late 1990s. JAMES CLARKSON

Four years later, in 1997, which was the 50th anniversary of the Roswell

UFO crash, the U.S. Air Force released its fourth and final official

“explanation” for the Roswell incident—parachuting mannequins®—and a

CNN reporter glibly instructed his audience not to give UFOs another
thought. For Sarah Holcomb, that was the tipping point. She had heard
enough, and so she contacted James Clarkson and defiantly rejected the
“balloon and dummy” explanations of the Air Force by calling them
“damned lies.” Years later, Clarkson recalled the conversation: He had



barely answered, “Hello?” when he heard an outraged woman's voice on
the other end of the line exclaim, “It's a damned lie! Have you been
watching CNN? It's the damned balloon lie. They used it before.” And
regarding the Air Force's “dummies from the sky” explanation, she said,
“There had to be something there to attach them to .. . . . they drop a
dummy with a parachute, then the parachute should be there. Any normal
person would say, ‘Okay, that got dropped by a parachute.’ There's nothing
extraordinary about that.”2 How did she know? Because her real name was
June M. Crain, and she worked at Wright-Patterson AFB when the UFO
wreckage and bodies arrived. She told Clarkson, “I'm 72 years old. I've
outlived two husbands and survived cancer twice. What are they going to
do, shoot me or put me in prison?”1? Fortunately for history's sake, June
Crain had kept James Clarkson's business card and was the “one in 10”
who felt compelled to take action and called back. Because of that, here is
what we know about June Crain.

Originally employed at Wright-Patterson by the U.S. War Department,
Crain was present at the base off and on three times from 1942 through
195211 While there, she worked as a secretary with security clearances
that allowed her access to highly sensitive technical military data. Because
of this status, she encountered numerous scientists and engineers who
openly displayed personal knowledge of a number of flying saucer crashes
and the fact that wreckage and bodies had been brought to the base. For
example, one colleague mentioned to her how the bodies from New
Mexico were “put in the ice box”—more specifically, the AeroMedical
Lab there. He described them as “Two dead little men about 4 feet tall and
greenish-blue in color.”12 (We have heard a number of witnesses who
claimed to have seen the bodies from the Roswell crash describe to us the
color of the bodies as “greenish-blue.” Others have described different
colorations, but the state of decay when the witnesses viewed the bodies
might have accounted for the variations in coloration.)

In a 1990 handwritten letter to Kevin Randle that was reproduced in
James Clarkson's book, June Crain described the “buzz” on the base at the
time the bodies came in. Everyone was in a high state of excitement. A
master sergeant whose first name was Clarence (June could not remember
his last name) spoke about the bodies from New Mexico. But soon after he
left the office, a memo was hand-carried around the office that each person



was made to read and sign. In essence, the memo stated that the story the
master sergeant had just told about alien bodies having just been flown in
from New Mexico and allegedly residing in Wright-Patterson's
AeroMedical facility was not true. It further stated that “Anyone repeating
this rumor will be liable for dismissal and/or a $20,000 fine and 20 years in
prison as punishment for unlawful disclosure.” According to June, “This
memo was over the signature of the base commander. Needless to say, all
talk stopped immediately, and I never heard anything about it again.”
Outside of the nondisclosure agreement that June signed when she left her
employment at the base, it was the only other time she was made to sign a
document such as that, suggesting that something of great uniqueness and
importance—something that had to be quashed immediately in its tracks
before it went any farther—had just occurred.

FIGURE 8.2: June Crain was a clerk-typist at the Foreign Technology Division at Wright-
Patterson; because of her high security classification, she was in a position to see and hear
some of the base's deepest-held secrets. JAMES CLARKSON



Because this incident took place in the 1951-52 time frame, during
June's third period of employment at the base, it is unlikely that the bodies
in question were from the 1947 Roswell crash. June was certain, however,
that three known crashes of UFOs had taken place up to that point in time:
the one at Roswell and two others. She could not remember the two others,
but had learned of the crashes from the conversations of scientists and
engineers who she had worked with on a daily basis. According to June,
“Engineers are sort of wacky. They don't tell lies. They don't have jokes.
And so when they say something, they know it had better be the truth.”13
This incident suggests that, although it may or may not have involved the
Roswell crash, the final destination of choice for UFO wreckage and
bodies was always Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio. It also begs the
question that, if there was no truth to a tall story being spun over morning
coffee by a master sergeant named Clarence, why take the extraordinary
step of threatening people with fines, prison, or loss of their jobs to remain
silent forever about a rumor when they already knew not to discuss such
things as a condition of their employment? It makes no sense, unless . . .

An interesting corollary to the memo incident occurred just a few days
later. According to June, it was right after the bodies had been brought to
the base.l# It involved a project curiously code-named Project Caucasian—
a project so sensitive that June was the only person in her job classification
(“Clerk-Typist/Stenographer”) allowed to work on it. This was because
June carried a top secret “Q” security classification, with the Q part of it
clearing her to do administrative work on matters involving atomic
research, atomic weaponry like the H-Bomb, or requests emanating from
the Atomic Energy Commission. The Q clearance was the highest security
level on the base at the time. Here is how June described it for James
Clarkson:

June: Now I was cleared for Q, and it was so secret that I wasn't
allowed to read the whole thing. I had a very small portion of it, I'd
say a paragraph that I read and then had to add another paragraph
onto that. Then I had to take it out of my typewriter. I left a piece of
carbon paper in the drawer and got in trouble over it. But it was
very secret. To this day I don't remember what that paragraph was. I
remember it was a forwarding paragraph was all I added to it.



James: What makes you think that Project Caucasian may have
been related to the bodies?

June: Well, it was right after they brought the bodies to the base.
Also, I tried to get my direct boss to tell me what it was, and he
looked at me like he was scared. I mean he looked like he was
frightened. And he says, “June, I can't talk about it.” I mean that he
would not talk about it, and normally he would tell me anything I
wanted to know. I even knew that he had a girlfriend.

James: And if I understand this Q clearance right, if it had been
your job to work on the atomic bomb, a Q clearance would have
gotten you in and out of that place . . .

June: Yeah.
James: So whatever this was, it was classified higher . . .
June: Higher than me.

James: . . . than a Q clearance. ..
June: Yep. It had to be.l2

This exchange between June Crain and James Clarkson suggests that
even though June possessed a security clearance of the highest order on the
base—a top secret Q clearance—it still was not quite high enough to work
with full knowledge on Project Caucasian. She was cleared to work on any
project or matter that Wright-Patterson could throw at her—even those
involving atomic secrets—except Project Caucasian. June thought, not
unreasonably, that it must have had something to do with the alien bodies
that had arrived at the base a few days prior.

Unknown to June, the answer to her conundrum may have been
provided several years earlier in 1950 by a Canadian governmental
engineer. Wilbert B. Smith headed up the Canadian government's first top
secret investigation of UFOs. After a meeting in Washington, D.C., with
physicist Robert Sarbacher of the U.S. Defense Department's research and
development board under Dr. Vannevar Bush, a meeting that included the
subject of UFOs, Smith returned to Canada with some startling



information for his superiors. In a top secret memorandum, Smith stated
that, regarding UFOs, as far as the United States government was
concerned, “The matter is the most highly classified subject in the United
States Government, rating higher even than the H-bomb.”1® And higher,
we should add, than June Crain's Q clearance.

On another occasion, June Crain observed an officer who casually
displayed a piece of what has come to be known as memory metal that had
been recovered from a UFO crash site. Tossing it on her desk, he teased
her “Go ahead. Try to tear it up!” Having the rare opportunity to actually
handle it, she described it as “light as a feather,” and no matter what
attempts she made to inflict damage to the metal-like artifact, all such
efforts failed. Exasperated, she finally asked the officer, “Well, what is it?”
“It's a piece of a spaceship,” he said. “I just came back from New Mexico,
and I brought it back with me.”!Z June remembered the name of the officer
only as a Captain Wheeler. (Note: our associate, Anthony Bragalia, was
able to search and find a reference to a Richard V. Wheeler at Wright-
Patterson AFB in the 1950 time frame. He worked in the Air Materiel
Command's Engineering Division-Parachute Branch—the same branch as
June Crain! Bragalia was unable, however, to further develop his
investigation regarding the whereabouts of Wheeler himself or any
surviving relatives.18)

June described for Clarkson how she tried to cut the small, aluminum-
colored piece of metal with a pair of scissors, but the scissors would just
slide off without leaving so much as a scratch. She folded it every which
way trying to tear it, but all it did was go back to its original shape. “I tried
everything I could to tear it up, and I couldn't tear it. I couldn't make a dent
on it. I couldn't make a mark on it. It had a funny slick feel to it. Didn't feel
like any metal I've ever felt. I have yet to see anything that would have
those properties. And, so light!”l2 She just couldn't get over how
something so light could be so strong. Then, when someone else entered
the room, Captain Wheeler quickly jammed the piece of metal into his
pocket, suggesting that others did not know he had it and that he wasn't
supposed to have it in his possession.?? It also suggests that several years
after the Roswell incident itself there were “souvenirs” from the crash still
in circulation “beneath the radar” and reach of the authorities. As for June
Crain, she was one of the lucky few to have had an up close and personal



encounter with a piece of Roswell's Holy Grail—something for which we
are still searching.

Crain also described having had the rare experience of taking dictation
from the eminent German rocket scientist Wernher Von Braun, one of the
world's most important rocket scientists and the champion of modern-day
space exploration; he was the chief architect of the Saturn 5 rocket, which
successfully put our Apollo astronauts on the moon. It can be documented
that von Braun was in Roswell on a number of occasions at the time of the
1947 crash. When June Crain worked with him, he told her that he knew of
three crashes of extra-terrestrial origin. Von Braun was under military
escort at that time from Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, (where some 200
German rocket scientists from Operation Paperclip were then being
housed), indicating the importance of the matter and his trip to Dayton.
Others have also testified that the famous scientist had confirmed firsthand
knowledge of the Roswell crash.2l He would later state in 1959, “We find
ourselves faced by powers which are far stronger than we had hitherto
assumed, and whose base of operation is at present unknown to us.”22 It
should be pointed out here that White Sands Missile Range, near
Alamogordo, New Mexico, where early rocket development and testing
were carried out, was just a short flight from Roswell and the 1947 UFO
crash site. His presence at Wright-Patterson, as well as that of other
Paperclip Germans, has also been confirmed.?2 According to Crain, the
reality of UFOs and crashes was common knowledge among the scientists
and engineers at Wright-Patterson. “It was a matter of fact. I mean they
talked like everybody knew it; that they were crashing . . . they said that
there was no doubt about there being a, you know, a flying saucer—

whatever you want to call them—there was no doubt about that.”?4



FIGURE 8.3: Dr. Wernher von Braun traveled numerous times to Wright-Patterson; he
knew all about recovered UFO material, and in 1952 told June Crain that he knew of three
UFO crashes. U.S. ARMY PHOTO

Further confirmation of von Braun's involvement comes from the
nephew of Chief Master Sergeant Peter Space. In 1947, Sergeant Space
was assigned to an Air Police unit, APs or Sky Cops, as MPs were called in
the Air Force at Wright Field. The new team was posted outside of Hangar
13, and all those entering through the checkpoints were required to display
the proper security credentials, and then could go up a walkway and into
the hangar. For additional security, a canvas tarpaulin was suspended
behind the main hangar door to block the view of prying eyes. Aside from
high-ranking officers, numerous scientists, including von Braun, were
escorted into the hangar. What was especially peculiar to Sergeant Space
was that some of them were wearing what were obviously makeshift
disguises. The entire hangar remained under 24-hour guard for some days,
and von Braun would show up again with other plain-clothed men who
escorted him inside. One day, a flatbed truck arrived at the hangar and
backed into it before the doors again closed. According to Sergeant Space,
the truck exited the hangar the next day with a “round-shaped object”



under a canvas tarp and transported this strange cargo toward the west side
of the base.22

So, what are we to make of June Crain as a historical witness? On the
negative side was the fact that, of the 10-year period bracketing her three
employment stints at Wright-Patterson, she was actually employed there
for a total of only two-and-a-half years, and none of those was during the
time of the Roswell incident. On the positive side of the equation,
however, was the fact that June quickly became a respected and highly
valued employee, as evidenced by her being entrusted with a top secret Q
security clearance. She was, therefore, in a position to see, hear, and know
about the events she has described. She also provided documentation to
back up her times and positions of employment at Wright-Patterson. But
what about her story?

Throughout the years we have encountered a number of alleged
witnesses to the Roswell events of 1947 who were fortuitously situated in
both time and place, which allowed them to falsely plug themselves into
the Roswell narrative as participants when such was not the case. These
are the most difficult alleged witnesses to try to verify because, knowing
the landscape as they do, they sound as though they know what they are
talking about. In some cases, it has taken years to expose them. The
experience, skill, and determination of the investigator are critical in
ferreting out the truth, and we must rely upon these investigators in order
to reach the proper conclusions.

With that in mind, let's take a look at James Clarkson. He is a retired
police officer of the Aberdeen, Washington, police department; at least half
of his career there was spent as a detective sergeant. Before that, Clarkson
was a U.S. Army plainclothes Military Police investigator. He has been
employed for the past 15 years as a fraud investigator in the Department of
Licensing for the State of Washington, and is a former MUFON state
director for the state of Washington. Adding up these positions, Clarkson
has spent more than 35 years investigating, interviewing, and making
judgments about people's honesty, guilt, and innocence. His judgments
about June Crain, therefore, carry exceptional clarity and weight, and can
be relied upon, in our opinion.

June (Crain) Kaba died of cancer at age 73 in 1998, a little more than a
year after contacting James Clarkson for the second time and giving him



permission to go public with her story. Unlike confabulators and
fabricators of tall tales, June's story remained unchanged from the time she
first contacted Randle and Schmitt back in 1990. According to Clarkson,
“She was very careful to tell me when she could not remember a detail.
She wanted to tell me what she remembered as true—that and only that. I
think June knew that she was settling the accounts of her life. She decided
to end her silence. There is not a court in the world that does not lend
additional credence to those who believe that they do not have long to
live.”2® We have referred to these situations elsewhere as deathbed
confessions. Using a more legalistic definition, James Clarkson refers to it
as a dying declaration, especially noting its exception to the “hearsay rule”
that normally excludes second-hand testimony in court proceedings.? This
doctrine would apply in June's case to her second-hand accounts of
overhearing others at work talking about crashed UFOs and little bodies.
At the end of the day, June was a straight shooter who, according to James
Clarkson, “was torn between her patriotism and her no-nonsense
commitment never to suffer liars, fools, and hypocrites.”@ As she put it, “I
lead a very clean life and always have. I'm a fighter, and I believe in the
truth. And I don't like when I think somebody is trying to pull something
over on me.”%

No, June Crain is not a “smoking gun” witness, but she is a significant

corroborating inside witness to Wright-Patterson's secret history. Rest in
peace, June.
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THE
FIGHTER
ACE MEETS
SOMETHING
SQUIGGLY

“It was alive. But we killed it!”

—COLONEL MARION M.
MAGRUDER, USMC

He looked for all the world like a young Tyrone Power decked out in
his flight gear getting ready to take on the Luftwaffe in 1941's A Yank
in the R.A.F.,, or like the similarly situated and motivated Robert Stack in
1942's Eagle Squadron. In the case of Lieutenant Colonel Marion Milton
“Black Mac” Magruder, it was reality imitating art, instead of vice versa.
After developing tactics that he had learned from night-fighting with the
British, he would go on to become an “ace” fighter pilot and squadron
commander of the legendary “Black Mac's Killers” in World War II. His
squadron would win a Presidential Unit Citation for sweeping the night
skies of Japanese aircraft over Okinawa in 1945, during the biggest and
bloodiest battle in the Pacific during the war. Additionally, Black Mac
would be awarded two Bronze Stars, the Air Medal with Gold Stars, the
American Defense Service Medal with Base Clasp, the European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the
World War II Victory Medal, and the National Defense Service Medal.1



FIGURE 9.1: Getting ready for business, WWII night-fighter, squadron leader, Marion
“Black Mac” Magruder in the cockpit of his F6F Grumman Hellcat fighter-plane
somewhere near Okinawa. MARK MAGRUDER

The summer of 1947 found 36-year-old Magruder in class at the Air
War College (AWC) at Maxwell Field in Montgomery, Alabama. This was
the second such class to commence after the war,2 and Magruder would
have the honor of becoming the first Marine officer to attend and graduate
from the Air University of the Air War College.2 The class was filled with
officers whose ranks ranged from general down to lieutenant colonel,
which was the lowest rank permitted in the program. The officers chosen
for the class were deemed to represent the “best and brightest” in their
respective branches of the military destined to become the future leaders of
U.S. military doctrine heading into the post-war era.



Magruder's class at the Air War College was scheduled to last for
approximately one year, from July of 1947 to June of 1948, during which
time the officers would receive advanced training in military history,
decision-making, and geo-political strategy. The class had been in session
for nine months when, in April of 1948, all class members were flown up
to the newly merged Wright-Patterson Air Force Base for a week's worth
of classes and on-site training.# According to Mark Magruder, Marion's
son, the military wanted the class's feedback on a strategic decision of the
utmost urgency and importance regarding military and political planning.
“Basically, the higher-ups in the military were looking for guidance on a
critical decision they had to make.”2

Not knowing what to expect, the curious officers were led into a room
where they were told about the recovery of an interplanetary spaceship that
had crashed near the town of Roswell, New Mexico, the previous summer,
which had been transferred to what was then Wright Field.® Most of the
officers had not been aware of the crash and were puzzled when some of
the strange wreckage was brought out for them to examine.Z According to
Mark, his father described the wreckage as being “out of this world.” The
most interesting item was a piece of what his father described as “metallic
cloth,” which was light and strong, and which could be folded up into a
ball and, when released, would resume its original flat shape. His father
also used the term “foil-like” to describe it. (We, of course, would today
call it a piece of memory metal.) His father also talked about handling
pieces of wreckage that had strange markings inscribed on them, which he
referred to as “hieroglyphics” for want of a better term, that he could not
make sense of.2 Marion also told his son that his group was shown
photographs of the craft that had crashed, and that it was definitely not
crescent-shaped (as Kenneth Arnold had described the craft he saw near
Mt. Rainier on June 24, 1947 that ushered in the “Modern Age of UFOs”),
but was more like a disk. To Black Mac, the stuff that he had closely
examined was clearly “otherworldly” and like nothing he had ever seen or
handled before.2
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FIGURE 9.2: The 1947-48 Air War College Class at Maxwell Air Force Base in
Montgomery, Alabama. Marine Lt. Col. Magruder is standing in the exact middle of the
first row. MARK MAGRUDER

The real shocker, however, was yet to come. After everyone had a
chance to examine and handle the strange wreckage, they were led into
another room. There, they were shown something else that would haunt
Marion Magruder for the rest of his life.l2 He somehow managed to keep
what he saw there to himself for the next 20 years. But on July 20, 1969—
the day that Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin first landed on the moon in
Apollo 11—Black Mac Magruder finally confessed to his five sons—
Mark, Mike, Merritt, Marshall, and Marion, Jr—that he knew from an
experience in his past that ET was real. And in response to the obligatory
question from one of his sons about “little green men,” he matter-of-factly
replied, “They weren't green.”l Black Mac did not expand upon his
statements to his sons about why he knew these things at that point, but in
the ensuing quarter century, especially after the books and TV shows about
Roswell started appearing in the 1980s and 1990s, he gradually overcame
his reluctance to discuss the rest of the story about what he and his Air War



College class had learned on a trip to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
back in 1948.12

While lying on his deathbed many years later, Black Mac Magruder
recalled the otherworldly encounter he had on his trip to Wright-Patterson
with his Air War College class in 1948: after being told about the Roswell
crash and recovery and having examined some of the wreckage, the class
was told that there was a survivor from the crash, and they were then led
into another room. Magruder's son Mike had heard the story before, as had
his four brothers, but this telling was meant for Mike's daughter, Natalie,
who was interested in UFOs.13 Marion told her that the “creature,” as he
referred to it, was about four feet tall, generally humanoid in appearance,
but with long, thin arms and an oversized head for its small frame. Its other
features, as described by Mark Magruder, were also similar to the
descriptions of others who have claimed to have witnessed the Roswell
bodies: a thin, one-inch slit for a mouth, just two small orifices where the
nose should be, a small orifice on each side of the head instead of ears, and
large, wide-set eyes.l4 One big difference from most other descriptions,
however, was the color of the creature's skin. Not only was it not green, as
Black Mac had previously stated, but it wasn't gray, either. According to
Mark Magruder, his father stated that the being's skin had a “flesh-tone”
color to it.1> (Note: The pinkish color might be explained by the fact that
this being was still alive, whereas most other witnesses who have
described the color of the skin had viewed bodies in various stages of
decomposition.) Seeing the creature again in his memory, Magruder stated
that, although he did not converse with it, some sort of connection was
made at the time, in that he felt great empathy for it. As a result,
throughout the years he made sure to emphasize the “human-like” qualities
of the small, child-like being.1® A similar feeling was reported by another
eyewitness who had had a close encounter with the live Roswell alien
being: Roswell fireman Dan Dwyer had gotten to the crash site just before
the military when he came face to face with a living, ambulatory alien
entity. He told his family that, although he did not talk to the being, it
talked to him “in his head,” and he was overcome by a strong sense of
sympathy for it, since it was obviously stranded alone on a strange
planet.XZ In his final reminiscence for his granddaughter, however, Black
Mac nevertheless allowed to her that, despite its human-like qualities, the



creature he saw looked squiggly (rubbery) to him, and there was no
question that, “[I]t clearly was not from this planet.”18

Unknown to Colonel Magruder, even on his deathbed, where he passed
away peacefully on his 86th birthday on June 27, 1997, the same general
terms he had used to describe the Roswell “survivor” had also been used
by other military officers years earlier to describe the bodies from the
Roswell crash they had seen close-up. The year prior to Magruder's class
trip to Dayton, Captain Oliver “Pappy” Henderson had flown not just
wreckage but also the first group of alien bodies to what was then Wright
Field on July 8, 1947 (see Chapter 6, “Those Who Know Don't Talk”).
Having viewed the bodies lying on the floor of the hangar just prior to
loading them for the flight, Captain Henderson would later describe their
appearance as reminding him of the cartoon character Casper the Ghost.12
Major Jesse Marcel, Sr., the Roswell base intelligence officer who was
dispatched to the crash site on July 6, 1947, and who reignited interest in
the Roswell story 30 years later by breaking his silence regarding it, told a
subordinate of his that the Roswell aliens had the appearance of “white,
rubbery figures.”2? It would not be too much of a stretch here to suggest
that all three men were simply using their own perspective and respective
terms to describe the same thing.

According to Mike Magruder, his father later learned that the military
had been conducting experiments on the being he saw, but that it had died
in the process. Black Mac Magruder's eyes teared up at the thought of the
small extraterrestrial he had seen at Wright-Patterson, and he said, “It was
a shameful thing that the military destroyed this creature by conducting

tests on it. . . . They killed it!”%

Magruder graduated from the Air War College in June 1948, for which
he coauthored the thesis “The Impact and Role of Missiles in a War During
the Foreseeable Future (5-10 years).” In 1950, Magruder was personally
selected by the Secretary of the Navy and sent to Germany. As the only
Marine in the European Theater, he was tasked with drawing up a plan for
the use of tactical nuclear weapons in case of a Russian attack, and the
plan remained in force during the Cold War.22 In 1954-55, he attended and
graduated from the National War College, where his thesis, “Nuclear
Weapons—An Instrument of National Policy,” won special honors for its
future strategic implications. Along the upward trajectory of his military



career, he also handled a number of prestigious special assignments all
over the world, including serving as chief of staff, G-4 Fleet Marine Force
Pacific, as well as becoming the commanding officer of the Marine Air
Station at Kaneohe, Oahu, Hawaii. In the latter capacity, he hosted
President Eisenhower for a five-day visit.23 By 1961, Magruder had been a
“full bird” colonel for 10 years, but with a commandant of the Marine
Corps harboring a petty grudge, he concluded that he would never achieve
flag (general) rank. So, on August 31, 1961, after 26 years of exemplary
service to his beloved Marine Corps and his country, Marion M. “Black
Mac” Magruder retired.2

Not content to just sit back and live off his military pension, now-
civilian Mac Magruder entered the world of business with the same skill,
aggressiveness, and professionalism that he displayed when he was ridding
the skies over the Pacific Theater of Japanese Zeros. Deciding fairly
quickly that he would rather be a private businessman than work for
someone else, he purchased a McDonald's franchise in the state of
Colorado. Before he retired for a second time, he owned as many as 30
McDonald's franchises in the states of Colorado, Arizona, and
California.22 Given Mac Magruder's self-confidence, foresight, personal
skills, and commitment to success, Mac Magruder's civilian achievements
came as no surprise to anyone who knew him.

The larger point to be made regarding the Air War College's class trip to
Wright-Patterson in April 1948 is that, by that point in time, the Air Force,
acting in consort with the government, still had not decided how to
proceed with the secret they were keeping from the citizens they were
serving, as well as from those within their own ranks. Having killed the
Roswell story and a potentially chaotic situation nine months earlier by
denying everything, the Air Force had finally caught its breath and was
looking to its upcoming “best and brightest” for some sage advice. How
would soldiers react to the knowledge that they were not alone in the
universe? Would they panic, or as some officers did down in Roswell, just
“lose it”? Could they be trusted with that knowledge, and most
importantly, would they still keep it secret from everybody else? We do not
know the AWC class consensus regarding these questions, but Magruder
told his sons that the military was looking for the class members' opinions
on what to do. Strategically (and sociologically), what did they think



would be the best course to follow, and could the class members
themselves handle this truth?2%

The Air Force or the government apparently were still not quite sure
how to proceed, since the next Air War College class—the class of 1948—
49—was also invited up to Wright-Patterson to examine the Roswell
wreckage and to meet ET.2Z Kevin Randle, a retired Roswell researcher of
note and a former Army intelligence officer himself, notes, “[I]n the
military, when you are presented with an already cleared, talented, and
senior group, you might well take advantage of that expertise because it is .
. . well, there.”28 This would be the second and last AWC class to make
that trip. A decision had been reached: the Air Force and U.S. government
would continue to keep “The Secret” secret from everybody, deny that the
Roswell incident (as a crash and retrieval of a UFO and crew) was
anything more than a balloon and a dime-store mannequin, and deny that
UFOs exist until one lands on the White House lawn.

The Magruder family has provided ample and convincing evidence in
the form of documentation that their father was where he said he was at the
time he said he was with his Air War College class during the first week of
April 1948. Skeptics would say that, although that may be true, it still
doesn't prove that the ET part of the story is true. For the skeptics, only an
authenticated photo of Black Mac shaking hands with ET, or a notation in
the AWC's class schedule stating, “Field Trip to Wright-Patterson AFB
to meet ET,” will suffice. For the rest of us, the veracity of the story, given
the documentation in hand, turns on the type of person that Black Mac
Magruder was in life and the credibility of his surviving family members.
In the cases of past hoaxers, an agenda for telling tall tales usually
becomes apparent at some point in the investigation, typically involving
attention-getting in the hope of a monetary reward at the end of the
rainbow. Given his wartime military record, coupled with his post-military
business success, neither attention-grabbing nor financial gain would seem
to apply in this case. Having divested themselves of their father's
“McDonald's Empire,” the Magruder family is more than well off today.
Experience also tells us that surviving family members of the “rich and
famous” and notables of all stripes like to preserve a positive memory of
dignity and respect for their departed in the minds of the public, and the
word UFO is not a word they want attached to that memory or seen in an



obituary. So, given what we know about the Magruder and the surviving
family members in this case, there is no logical reason for them to make up
a story like the one discussed in this chapter about their beloved father. As
it was, Black Mac's real life needed no embellishing, and he would not
have approved of it. Being one of the greatest of America's “Greatest
Generation” will do that for you.
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PROJECT
SIGN

“The Estimate of the Situation”

“. .. the estimate was that they [the UFOs] were
interplanetary.”

—CAPTAIN EDWARD RUPPELT, Director, Project
Blue Book

On September 23, 1947, Lt. Gen. Nathan Twining drafted a letter to

Brigadier General George Schulgen stating that the “saucers” were
real. In the historic memo, Twining outlined the first official verdict on the
subject of UFOs. Essentially:

» The phenomenon is something real and not a hallucination, a hoax, or
misperceived natural phenomena—*“something is really flying
around.”

= The surface of the objects is metallic or made of some other reflective
substance.

» The objects rarely leave a trail, except perhaps in high-performance
operations.

» The objects are circular or elliptical, and flat on the bottom with a low
dome on top.

» Flights may occur in well-ordered, well-kept formations in numbers of
three to nine disks.

» Speeds are estimated in excess of 300 knots.

» Sizes are estimated to be as large as “man-made” aircraft.l



FIGURE 10.1: General George F. Schulgen U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

What is not generally known, even within UFO circles, is that
handwritten at the end of the letter is the listing of high-ranking officers
and scientists who “coordinated” the memo; specifically, people from the
aircraft, propeller, and power plant labs, and the engineering division T-3
at Wright Field. After full consultation, Twining's lead aeronautical
engineers at Wright Field had essentially said, “The phenomenon is real
and it isn't ours.” Therefore, Twining clearly demonstrated his knowledge
of the reality of the flying saucers. What did the general know that his
intelligence advisors did not have access to? What had happened during
that time that forced the top brass at the Pentagon and Wright Field to put
out such a definitive statement as to acknowledge the reality of UFOs?
Mind you, this conclusion was arrived at within the course of a few
months. As described, investigations were lackluster, photographic
evidence was rare, and most sightings went unattended. Only physical
evidence could have provided incontrovertible proof. Only an event such
as the recovery of such physical evidence. A weather balloon would hardly
be the cause. Clearly, something extraordinary had happened in New
Mexico two months before Twining's amazing assessment. And where had
the wreckage from the alleged flying saucer crash been taken? Wright
Field—where Twining was headquartered.

Twining's memo must have shocked nearly everyone in Air Force
intelligence outside of Wright Field—especially its recipient, Brigadier
General Schulgen, who expected to hear that everything was under control
and that it was our own classified aircraft. Far from recommending that
future inquiry be suspended, Twining elevated the concern to an official,
centralized, secret project to gather UFO information. More importantly, it



was not only censored from the public and the media, but also from the
intelligence agents in the field collecting the data on the true nature of the
new phenomenon. The classified information gathered would be provided
to appropriate persons in all branches of the military, the Atomic Energy
Commission, the Joint Research and Development Board, the Air Force
Scientific Advisory Board, the National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics (NACA; the predecessor of NASA), the RAND Project, and
the Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion of Aircraft (NEPA) Project. Each
one of these projects had the distinction of being top-level and highly
classified; they also had the best government scientists, all experts in their
respective fields, which clearly demonstrates the urgency for answers on
the part of the Pentagon and the Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright
Field.

One of those scientists was civilian Alfred C. Loedding, an aeronautical
engineer who started the first Jet Propulsion Laboratory at Wright Field.
An expert in aviation, Loedding had worked at Bellanca Aircraft Company
before taking the position in T-3 (engineering) at Wright Field in 1938. It
was in this position in the summer of 1947, by all indications, that he was
especially intrigued by the wave of UFO sightings, and became anxious to
interview witnesses. Soon, he would find himself a principal investigator
of such incidents. At that time, throughout the two-week surge of sightings
leading up to the crash of the unknown object in New Mexico, reports
went to the Air Force Office of Intelligence at the Pentagon.2



FIGURE 10.2: Dr. Alfred C. Loedding U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

General Howard McCoy would order one of Loedding's colleagues,
civilian engineer George W. Towles, to Roswell to investigate the crash
“material” and be sure to get the whole story.2 Numerous military
witnesses at the RAAF described all the “suits” overseeing the recovery
operation, Towles cataloged the debris and crash material and helped to
prepare it for transport to Wright Field. High-ranking officers, intelligence
men, and Secret Service agents arrived in Roswell from not only Wright
Field but also Washington, Los Alamos, and White Sands Proving
Grounds. As Earl Zimmerman, who was assigned at that time to the base
radio shack, remarked, “Something unusually important was taking
place.”4

Another unscheduled arrival in Roswell was Major General Laurence C.
Craige, chief of the Army Air Force's Research and Engineering Division
under LeMay's R&D department at the Pentagon. Craige was sent from
Wright Field by LeMay to get the full story. After spending a number of
hours at the base in Roswell, Craige was flown directly to DC where he
and LeMay provided a detailed account to President Truman. It was

immediately after this briefing that the Oval office called a flurry of

meetings, apparently to discuss what had just transpired in New Mexico.>

From all appearances, the events in Roswell had breached national



security, and the Pentagon was desperately searching for any answers.
LeMay told the press, “The Army Air Force has no project with the
characteristics similar to those which have been associated with the flying
discs.”

All would return to normal—as far as the press and the public were
concerned—on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 8th, as military officials
quashed the rumors about Roswell with the balloon explanation. Ironically,
the next day, Wright Field started to receive firsthand flying disc reports
while T-2 made every effort to determine whether the phenomenon had
anything to do with Soviet technology. Major Victor H. Bilek, assistant
chief, ATIC, and assistant chief of analysis at T-2, would acknowledge the
crash and the recovery of bodies.® In the aftermath of Roswell, foreign
origin would become the code term for extraterrestrial at Wright Field.
Further damage control for the events at Roswell reduced the level of
public attention down to a trickle, and by July 12th, sighting reports fell off
sharply. However, behind closed doors, T-2 frantically tried to determine
the source of the “craft of unknown origin” from Roswell.

Loedding was one of the scientists who convinced General Twining to
call for an official Air Force investigation just two months after the crash
in Roswell. General Craige, now the head of USAF R&D, ordered the
establishment of the Air Force's first official study of UFOs, Project Sign.
Loedding was quick to convince the Pentagon to transfer most of their
flying disc reports to Wright Field, and greatly influenced T-2 to become
involved in the reports, due to the implications regarding flight

aerodynamics.”

According to Ruppelt, only the very top people at ATIC were assigned
to Project Sign, and their main mission was to determine whether UFOs
were Soviet or interplanetary. Clearly, he was not in the inner loop and was
not aware that the Soviet element had already been dismissed. Still,
regarding a possible Russian technology, he states, “Classified orders came
down to investigate all UFO sightings, get every detail, and send it direct
to ATIC at Wright Field. The order carried no explanation as to why the
information was wanted. The lack of an explanation and the fact that the
information was to be sent directly to a high-powered intelligence group

within Air Force headquarters stirred the imagination . . .”2



Project Sign's duty was to “collect, collate, evaluate, and distribute to
interested government agencies and contractors all information concerning
sightings and phenomena in the atmosphere which can be construed to be
of concern to the national security.” Captain Robert R. Sneider served as
chief officer, under the command of General McCoy and T-2. As the
civilian liaison, Loedding reported to Colonel Albert Bonnell Deyarmond,
who had worked with McCoy to establish the technical database at Wright
Field after WWII. Then a civilian, he was recalled specifically by McCoy
as a personal favor. Project Sign was given a 2A priority rating—1A being
the highest in the Air Force—and was often called Project Saucer by those

both inside and outside the program.2

The Air Materiel Command under General Twining at Wright-Patterson
was tasked with enabling the full completion of the project. The
cooperation of the Army, Navy, Coast Guard, and FBI was also
encouraged in order to expedite the forwarding and investigation of all
reports. A memorandum dated August 6, 1948, under the title “Flying
Saucers,” required the Air Intelligence Division to examine the tactics
pattern of reported UFOs and develop conclusions as to their probability.12

Loedding remained the driving force in the AMC investigation
throughout Project Sign. Cooperating with the Pentagon, he would report
at meetings with both General Schulgen and Dr. Charles Carroll, a
mathematics and missile expert. It was Loedding and Carroll who had
drafted the focus of Project Sign and defined how they would conduct the
investigation.

Sighting reports were categorized into four sections:

1. Flying disks

2. Cigar/torpedo-shaped craft
3. Balloon/spherical craft

4. Balls of light

Clearly, Project Sign was focused on investigating, as Hynek would
describe it, “the properties of a phenomenon.”!l It's curious that the
scientists at Wright-Patterson were not looking for a psychological
explanation. Rather, whether American, Russian, or Martian, they were
investigating hardware that was cavorting through U.S. airspace. However,
as Loedding at times noted, they were not getting much support from the



military. This would be especially evident in the wake of the release of one
of the most mysterious documents in U.S. history: the ill-fated “Estimate
of the Situation.” It was penned mostly by Loedding and Project Sign
director Sneider around September 1947—two months after the Roswell
incident.12 According to Ruppelt, “The situation was the UFOs; the
estimate was that they were interplanetary.”3 Most of the project's
personnel had arrived at the very same interpretation of the data, and from
all accounts, were relying strictly on eyewitness testimony, a number of
photographs, and a far-reaching hope that we were truly dealing with an
advanced technology.

Skeptics point out that such technical thinkers were not investigators,
nor were they trained at discerning prosaic explanations. To skeptics, the
entire subject remains relegated to the “mental health” fringe. But what is
more telling than anything else is that immediately after the Roswell
incident, the subject attracted the very scientific, “nuts and bolts” crowd
that one would expect. They sought out the technological advances that
such a phenomenon could provide. Again, Project Sign was not a
psychological study of any kind.

Finally, there is absolutely no reason to believe that any of the
researchers attached to Project Sign had any access to the Roswell material
evidence. If T-2 had physical proof, it was too sensitive to share with
anyone outside of the highest ranks of authority. The attitude at the
Pentagon was, We have a wreck; the task for those working on Project
Sign was to demonstrate how the wrecked craft worked, and more
importantly, whether the pilots were a threat.14

Loedding and Sneider's “Estimate of the Situation” made its way up the
official chain of command in September or October of 1948, and was
approved by Colonel McCoy and his number two man at T-2, Intelligence
Chief William Clingerman. It was also approved by the chief of Air Force
Intelligence at the Pentagon, Major General Charles P. Cabell.12 One is
inclined to ask whether, just as the original “straw man” was created with
the first pronouncement about Roswell and the press release about the
capture of a “flying disk,” was the document intended to create the same
effect? Namely: first, admit it, and then tear it down. And that is exactly
what General Vandenberg did when the report crossed his desk. He
immediately stated that it lacked evidence, but rather than rescind the



report and have it resubmitted in a style more to his liking, he did a most
curious thing: he ordered the report to be destroyed.l® The question
remains: why did Cabell, McCoy, and the other officers send it upstairs
with their endorsement, unless they knew that their boss would shut down
the growing UFO crescendo at Wright-Patterson? All that was left to do
now was dismantle the project and quiet the ET advocates who were too
inclined to yell “Fire!” when all the Pentagon would accept was smoke.

A more acceptable final summary was written by Deyarmond and
Truettner, and was released in February of 1949. The new, sanitized
version stated that although some unidentified aerial objects appeared to
represent actual aircraft, there was not enough data to determine their
origin.lZ As ardently as the project tried to chase down the facts through
1948, the more advisable recourse was to again (figuratively) substitute a
weather balloon for the truth. “Anything but extraterrestrial” became the
immediate fallback answer. However, many of the key players on Project
Sign remained unconvinced by another official denial. Curiously, in one of
the report's appendices, waxing more philosophical than authoritative, was
a paper written by a member of the Air Force's oversight committee, Dr.
George E. Valley, Jr., a physicist and the project supervisor and senior staff
member of the Radiation Laboratory at MIT. He said, “If there is an
extraterrestrial civilization which can make objects as are reported, then it
is most probable that its development is far in advance of ours . . . such a
civilization might observe that on earth we now have atomic bombs and
are fast developing rockets. In view of the past history of mankind, they
would be alarmed. We should therefore, expect at this time above all to

behold such visitations.”18

Nevertheless, their time was passing and they were about to be made
irrelevant because their results did not subscribe to the official position.
The “nuts and bolts” crowd was becoming too vociferous at Wright-
Patterson and the fire needed to be doused before it reached a particular
hangar.

Alfred Loedding's brother Fred visited him the year after the summer of
1947 at the base in Dayton. While they were walking around the facility,
Alfred made a rather telling comment to his brother. Fred asked him what
he thought “this flying saucer business is all about.” Alfred pleaded
ignorance, but at the same time pointed out one of the hangars. He paused,



and then in a tone of frustration, mentioned that he had no idea what was
inside, just that it was off limits even to him. It was Alfred's understanding

that the answer to the flying saucer mystery was locked inside.2
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PROJECT
GRUDGE
GROUNDS
THE
SAUCERS

“No matter what you see or hear, don't believe it.”
—CAPTAIN EDWARD RUPPELT

Renowned German philosopher Dr. Arthur Schopenhauer is noted for

stating, “All truth passes through three stages. First it is ridiculed.
Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as self-evident.”! With
the disbanding of Project Sign, the Air Force had strategically moved to
Schopenhauer's first stage.

Let's examine the history of Project Sign's post-existential UFO edict
and the metamorphosis at Wright-Patterson that would transform a serious,
proactive inquiry into its antithesis, appropriately named Project Grudge.
Its lasting impact has created a self-perpetuating ridicule factor when
dealing with the subject of UFOs that still manifests today.

The second official UFO study at Wright-Patterson (after Project Sign)
was so reduced in scope that it was not even a special project anymore.
Code-named Project Grudge, the new, understaffed, and underfunded
response to its predecessor amounted to the total abandonment of any
attempt at an objective investigation of the flying-saucer situation. The
immediate concern of the intelligence community was flying disk hysteria



at Wright-Patterson and the Pentagon, and whether their research was
becoming too interplanetary. The new perspective after Project Sign, was
that this extraterrestrial direction had to be disparaged and shut down
quickly. This necessitated the summary dismissal of almost all the pro-
UFO personnel on the project. In place of them were assigned trained
military masters in the art of debunking. This would establish an entirely
new theme for the newly named Project Grudge. Ruppelt himself would

remark, “Weird things are taking place.”?

A reduced number of civilians from Project Sign remained, such as
Deyarmond, Loedding, and Towles. Dissension, whether planned or end
result of the staff reduction, made for total impotence of the former Project
Sign scientists. The open level of hostility toward them and other believers
created a period of no investigations, progress, or hope of any resolution
regarding the subject. Ruppelt would accurately label the tenure of Project

Grudge as the “Dark Ages” of USAF UFO investigations.2

For J. Allen Hynek, the military's scientific advisor on all their UFO
studies, the question always came back to this: why stay on with a project
that has a desire to fail? Fortunately for him, he still had his full-time
employment at Ohio State, so his involvement with Project Grudge was a
sideline—a sideline that was about to become a circus.

Project Grudge clearly had one agenda: deflating the true nature of the
phenomenon until it disappeared. The reader need only ask the question,
“Why?” Those on the project had no intention of conducting any
legitimate investigation. Project Sign had concluded that the UFO
phenomenon was real and that the craft were not manufactured on Earth,
but suddenly Project Grudge torpedoed the very notion without a counter-
investigation or any substantive opposing evidence of any kind.

Pentagon officials announced that Project Grudge would resume the
same policies, however, this was a joke. As Ruppelt observed, “In doing
this, standard intelligence procedures would be used. This normally means
an unbiased evaluation of intelligence data. However, it does not take a
great deal of study of the old UFO files to see that Project Grudge was not
following standard intelligence procedures. Everything was being
evaluated on the premise that UFOs couldn't exist. No matter what you see
or hear, don't believe it.”4



Ruppelt also pointed out that some of the most influential intelligence
specialists at the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC), who were so
committed to an unbiased approach with Project Sign, were nowhere to be
seen with Project Grudge. Some even went so far as to become outspoken
critics. With promotions and future pensions at stake, military officers
follow orders, and the new official attitude was that UFOs needed to be
played down with the hope that it would all just go away. At the Pentagon,
the analysis officer assigned to UFO reports, Major Aaron J. Boggs, and
Intelligence Chief Colonel Harold Watson at Air Materiel Command
(AMC) at Wright-Patterson, were publicly presenting the position that the
entire UFO business was nonsense. As a result, Project Grudge became
nothing more than a front to debunk the subject, and T-2 Intelligence wrote
the book on evading the truth. In fact, Major Boggs was so exuberant in
his anti-UFO campaign that General Cabell at the Pentagon ordered that a
more “respectful” atmosphere be created, even in the midst of their true
agenda—to discredit the subject into obscurity. Only later would Cabell

learn that those deceived extended all the way to his own office.2

FIGURE 11.1: General Charles P. Cabell U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Next to the infamous press conference in General Ramey's office held to
explain away the entire Roswell affair as nothing but a downed weather
balloon, an article in the April 30, 1949, Saturday Evening Post titled



“What You Can Believe about Flying Saucers” by Sidney Shalett
constituted the greatest attempt by the Air Force to shut down the subject.
At that time, the Saturday Evening Post was the most read magazine in the
country and carried more weight than any other major newspaper. An
article published on May 7, 1949, presented the position that most UFO
sightings could be readily explained in prosaic terms and were simply
misidentifications by the inexperienced public. It also suggested that the
root cause was mass hysteria encouraged by the media. Shalett also made
the fallacious accusation that pranksters and hoaxers made up the vast
majority of such reporters. To slam down the lid even tighter, military
luminaries such as LeMay, Vandenberg, Norstad, and McCoy peppered the
biased article with every negative remark they could muster. Shalett also
went out of his way to exculpate the Air Force by writing that they never
would have taken such a controversial subject seriously if not for all the
pressure from the public for a rational explanation.

For some people at least, the article left the door open a crack with its
mention of a minuscule fraction of UFO cases that remained unexplained.
Indeed, in spite of Project Grudge's efforts to explain away all the sighting
reports, a trickle of cases still cried out for legitimate investigation. This
left the project with no other recourse than to release its own “official”
summation of the Air Force's ongoing investigation of the UFO
phenomenon: Authored by civilian George Towles and Lt. Howard Smith
in August 1949, the 600-page release announced that the case was closed
and its mission accomplished in dismissing the entire enigma. What the
press missed was that it took hundreds of pages of the same propaganda it
was fed over the previous year to draw such a conclusion. General Cabell
was not amused, and he referred to the study as “tripe.” Many other high-
ranking officers at the Pentagon were surprised at the rejection of the
entire subject. Nonetheless, as flawed and ineffectual as Project Grudge
was, its formal statement was widely accepted by the media. It read:

There is no evidence that objects reported upon are the result of an
advanced scientific foreign development; and, therefore they
constitute no direct threat to the national security. In view of this, it
is recommended that the investigation and study of reports of
unidentified flying objects be reduced in scope. Headquarters at
AMC [Air Materiel Command, Wright Patterson] will continue to



investigate reports in which realistic technical applications are
clearly indicated. NOTE: It is apparent that further study along
present lines would only confirm the findings presented herein. It is
further recommended that pertinent collection directives be revised
to reflect the contemplated change in policy. All evidence and
analysis indicate that reports of unidentified flying objects are the
result of: Misinterpretation of various conventional objects. A mild
form of mass-hysteria and war nerves. Individuals who fabricate
such reports to perpetrate a hoax or to seek publicity.
Psychopathological persons.®

With zero fanfare, Lt. Gerry Cumming was appointed the new project
director, and for the next two years, he mainly provided a statement or two
for any remaining curious reporters. One just happened to be Robert Ginna
of LIFE magazine who traveled from New York to Wright-Patterson to
peruse the Project Grudge files. In short order, he observed “the project's
manifest shortcomings.” Files of publicized cases were missing, and
sighting reports were not attended to—all by design. Ginna found no
flying saucers in the dysfunctional Project Grudge reports, so he sought
answers at the Pentagon, and it would be another year before he broke his
eye-opening story, “Have We Visitors from Space?” in LIFE.Z This piece
was by far the most pro-UFO media investigation to date—considering
Project Grudge provided nothing substantive for their report. Ruppelt was
compelled to respond to the article: “I knew that the Air Force had
unofficially inspired the LIFE article. The ‘maybe they're interplanetary’
with the ‘maybe’ bordering on ‘they are’ was the personal opinion of
several very high-ranking officers at the Pentagon—so high that their
opinion was almost policy. I knew the men and I knew that one of them, a
general, had passed his opinions on to Bob Ginna.”® However, for the
bewildered Project Grudge, the bottom had yet to drop out.

Those involved with Project Grudge were ordered by the Pentagon to
report the results of one of the rare investigations it actually attempted
concerning a UFO that was reported on September 10, 1951, in Fort
Monmouth, New Jersey. The head of Air Force Intelligence at the
Pentagon, General Cabell, was not pleased. He accused project personnel
of outright debunking and sabotage. Cabell believed the subject deserved
serious attention, and in his eyes, Project Grudge was an embarrassment to



the Air Force. He was especially upset by the seeming lack of respect for
civilian witnesses. Project director Cumming addressed the forum stating
that every UFO report was taken as a “huge joke” and that Project Grudge
had become all but irrelevant. Cabell immediately lashed out at both
Project Grudge and the AMC, both headquartered at Wright-Patterson.
Angrily, he stated, “I want an open mind; in fact, I order an open mind!
Anyone who doesn't keep an open mind can get out now! Why do I have
to stir up the action? Anyone can see that we do not have a satisfactory
answer to the saucer question.”

At a subsequent meeting of high-ranking officers, Cabell charged, “I've
been lied to, and lied to, and lied to. I want it to stop. I want the answer to
the saucers and I want a good answer.” Cabell had no desire to publicly
voice his personal position on the subject, and he likewise maintained that
although the project should move forward more seriously, it should remain
nondescript in the eyes of the press and public.

Theoretically, Project Grudge practiced the policy of preemption as
defined by Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy: “The most difficult subjects can
be explained to the most slow-witted man if he has not formed any idea of
them already; but the simplest thing cannot be made clear to the most
intelligent man if he is firmly persuaded that he knows already without a
shadow of doubt what is laid before him.”12 Just four years after Roswell,
the press and public remained uneducated regarding the subject of
unidentified flying objects. They relied strictly on officialdom to convey to
them the most truthful, reassuring solution to this increasingly perplexing
mystery. Whatever the answers, or lack thereof, someone decided not on
restraint, not on caution, but rather on intentional deception—someone
who knew the truth.

But let the game continue. Within the next few months, First Lieutenant
Edward J. Ruppelt took over as the new head of Project Grudge. In
earnest, he upgraded the effort with the creation of the Aerial Phenomenon
Branch.ll The official investigation of UFOs was about to become
respectful again, and the new director did not intend to lie to the general,
who continued to watch from Washington.

Alas, the green light to openly search for the truth would turn back to
red all too quickly.
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PROJECT

STORK
The Secret Project that Never Existed

“UFOs are the fifth horseman of the apocalypse.”
—LINCOLN LAPAZ, PhD

On December 26, 1951, the newly appointed Ruppelt and the Air

Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) Technical Analysis Division
Chief, Colonel S .H. Kirkland, met with administrators at Battelle to
propose a new study. The topic of discussion was whether there was
sufficient data to conduct a statistical analysis of the growing number of
UFO sighting reports. Under the contention that “some type of unusual
object or phenomena” was being observed, Battelle was contracted to put
together a panel of consultants in astronomy, psychology, physics, and
other disciplines to establish patterns and trends pertaining to the subject.
This project's code name was Project Stork.!

On the surface, the mission of Project Stork was to determine the
capabilities of the Soviet Union in a technological confrontation. The
obvious question is: why would ATIC at Wright-Patterson enroll Battelle
in such a study, which was clearly outside their purview? Simply stated,
Project Stork was a funding vehicle for something outside of the public
domain. After all, the project was classified Top Secret, which even
prevented most military officers from having any knowledge of its
existence. As far as military historians are concerned, despite the UFO
cases that were cataloged by the secret study, the project never existed.



The preliminary status report on Project Stork was sent to ATIC at
Wright-Patterson on April 25, 1952. It was stamped “Secret.” In it, Battelle
included the following:

= A listing of proposed consultants who would analyze the existing UFO
reports

» Plans to subscribe to a print-media clipping service to monitor civilian
reports

» Plans to compose a Technical Observer's Interrogation Form

» A pledge to update ATIC on a monthly basis

During one of the assignments for the secret project, J. Allen Hynek
conducted interviews with professional and amateur astronomy groups
with these purposes:

» To learn if any competent astronomers have made sightings that have
not been reported

» To summarize the opinion of the competent people relative to the
broad subject of unidentified flying objects

» To obtain information and suggestions that may be useful in carrying

out future phases of the work on the investigations?

Hynek submitted a “Special Report on Conferences with Astronomers
on Unidentified Aerial Objects” to ATIC at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base on August 6, 1952. Contrary to Air Force press information,
astronomers were seeing unknowns during the course of their professional
observations. This fact should have carried considerable weight among the
other sciences. However, it was not only ignored, but other astronomers
refuted it.2

One of the more renowned astronomers mentioned in the report was Dr.
Lincoln LaPaz, the director of the Institute of Meteoritics at the University
of New Mexico in Albuquerque. Not only had LaPaz been secretly
involved with the Manhattan Project, but also, and more importantly to this
story, he had been assigned from Washington, D.C., in September 1947 to
investigate the Roswell crash and determine the “speed and trajectory” of
the unknown craft. At the time of Hynek's report, LaPaz was in his home
state researching mysterious sightings of “green fireballs,” a type of



unidentified flying object that were all too often observed around top
secret military bases, particularly in the Southwest. Hynek remarked, “The
discussion of green fireballs with many astronomers disclosed that most of
them were of the opinion that those were natural phenomenon. However,
close questioning revealed that they knew nothing of the actual sightings,
of their frequency or anything much about them and therefore cannot be
taken seriously.”

FIGURE 12.1: Dr. Lincoln LaPaz DON SCHMITT/CENTER UFO STUDIES

He added, “This is characteristic of scientists in general when speaking
about subjects which are not in the immediate field of concern.” After
giving a detailed account of the numerous sightings from New Mexico,
Hynek then deduced that they were quite unlike meteors which, upon entry
into the Earth's atmosphere, are typically observed over a wide area—even
thousands of miles. He explains, “There is no reason that they should all
show up in New Mexico. . . . If the data reported by LaPaz are correct,
then we do have a strange phenomenon here indeed.”>



Prior to this research, Hynek had already conducted his own private
polling among his colleagues and had obtained “interesting information”
from professional astronomers who, in some cases, also witnessed the
“green fireballs.” To maintain the upper hand, the Air Force pulled in one
of its own heavyweights: astrophysicist Dr. Donald Menzel of the Harvard
Observatory who, according to Hynek, had a habit of labeling some of the
more spectacular films of UFOs flying in formation as “Birds . . . just
birds.” Menzel would publicly decry the lack of accessibility to sighting
reports and in the next breath debunk all UFO sightings as nonsense. This
encouraged one of Hynek's colleagues at Ohio State, Dr. Paul M. Fitts,
professor of psychology and director of aviation, along with a few
associates, to revise the Project Stork sighting form to gain maximum
information from future sightings. There was then an attempt to analyze
existing sighting reports, including those dating back to 1948.

Aside from a more systematic report form, Hynek also recommended
the following procedural change to the Air Force:

. . . the problem of unidentified aerial objects should be given the
status of a scientific problem. Therefore, it is proposed that some
reputable group of scientists be asked to examine recent sightings,
which have already gone through one or two screenings. If this
group becomes convinced that the data are worthy of being treated
as a scientific problem, that is, that the sightings are valid and that
unexplained phenomena really do exist, then they should be asked to
vouch that these data are worthy of being admitted into court.”

There is much confusion in the public mind as to what is being done
about the situation, and a great deal of needless criticism is being
directed toward the Air Force for “trying to cover-up” or
“dismissing the whole thing. The considered statement to the public
press that the problem is being referred to competent scientists in
various fields should do a very great deal in satisfying the public
clamor.

Furthermore, Hynek ran into the same roadblock as before: the Air
Force was not looking for scientific validation of UFQOs; quite the contrary.
They continually sought the support of scientists who not only had
negative attitudes toward the subject, but who also excoriated their own



colleagues for displaying any inquisitiveness about the subject. Donald
Menzel best exemplified this policy. Though skeptical by nature, Hynek
was one of the few scientists who demonstrated the principle character of
the scientific mind: curiosity. He continued to argue that such a study
within Project Stork should not be difficult to execute, because “the
number of truly puzzling incidents is now impressive.” The part of the
equation that Hynek realized would take a great more time and effort was
“to determine with great accuracy what the phenomena to be explained
really are and to establish their reality beyond all question.”

Finally, Hynek encouraged the eventual publication of the findings of
the scientific panel. In doing so, he tacitly dismissed the conclusion from
Project Grudge, which erroneously claimed that flying saucer sightings
had dropped off. He refuted Grudge by saying, “. . . the flying-saucer
sightings have not died down, as was confidently predicted some years ago
when the first deluge of sightings was regarded as mass hysteria.” He
reiterated that we must “try to understand it.”2

Project Stork (designated project no. 9974) officially began on March
31, 1952, as four scientists were assigned to the secret UFO project at
Battelle. The study would be the most sophisticated analysis of sighting
reports ever conducted by any research group heretofore. This was
accomplished utilizing new IBM data-processing machines, which
encoded the entered data. The sighting reports would be broken down into
separate classifications of the origin of the craft—known, unknown, and
insufficient information. The quality of each case would also be rated on a
scale from excellent to poor. Seven status reports were sent to ATIC at
Wright-Patterson, which included soil and vegetation samples collected at
UFO landing sites. Radiation readings were also included—hard science in
search of physical evidence. During this time, 168 sighting questionnaires
were completed by witnesses and assigned a battery of 30 specific
characteristics of UFO sightings. These were combined with the bulk of
reports provided by the Air Force since 1948. Stork computerized more
than 3,000 case reports that, based on the code system, were kicked out as
unknown or having insufficient data.2 More importantly, the final results
demonstrated that UFOs were not of any foreign earthly (in other words,
Russian) design. ATIC expected a final report in the fall of 1953, though
analysis at Battelle continued through 1954, evidently in an attempt to



force the data to more closely resemble the information the Air Force was
providing the public.

As a former secretary to Hynek and employee of Battelle, Jennie
Zeidman remarked, “Battelle's involvement with the fringe subject of
UFOs was therefore a source of great embarrassment to it—a family
secret, a skeleton in the closet equivalent to Grandpa's alcoholism or Uncle
Ray's penchant for little boys. One absolutely did not mention Battelle in
connection with UFOs.” As enthusiastic as Hynek was to have an
independent scientific study of the phenomenon outside of the barriers
established at Wright-Patterson, the U.S. government heavily contracted
Battelle. Subsequently, Project Stork had little chance of making any
breakthroughs and found itself marginalized by the quality of the data
provided by the Air Force.1

After months of delay, Stork's final UFO study was released on October
25, 1955, as “Bluebook Special Report 14.” The report's introduction
explained that it was commissioned by the Air Force “to determine if
‘flying saucers’ represented technological developments not known in this
country.” The greatest portion of the report debunked the topic as “natural
phenomena that are not completely understood, psychological phenomena,
or intruder aircraft of a type that may be possessed by some source in large
enough numbers so that more than one independent mission may have
been flown and reported.”!! Hynek had once again been taken out to the
woodshed and left to ponder just how entering UFO data onto punch cards
at Battelle had solved the entire mystery. Ruppelt wrote at the time, “This
was a shock to me because I was the one that had this study made . . . the
answer was, statistical methods were no good for a study like this. They
didn't prove a thing . . . I had written it off as worthless.” The Air Force
would claim that only three percent of the cases examined by Project Stork
remained unexplained. This was a total fabrication on their part; the actual
percentage was 22. It should also be pointed out that the more available the
information and the higher the quality of the individual cases, the more
likely they were to be classed as unidentified.

Jennie Zeidman met with Lincoln LaPaz at his university office at that
time and briefed him on Hynek's efforts, which included Project Stork.
Zeidman vividly recalled how the formidable scientist “pinned me with a



solemn stare.” “UFOs are the fifth horseman of the apocalypse,” he said.12
Pestilence, war, famine, death, and UFOs?
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“All the hardcore cases were going upstairs.”
—J.ALLEN HYNEK, PhD

fter the early demise of Project Grudge, Project Blue Book was

established with the intention of undertaking a renewed academic
study of the phenomenon. In an attempt to bring respectability back to the
study, its director, Captain Edward Ruppelt, decreed that flying saucers
and flying disks were now to be called unidentified flying objects.! From
late 1951 through the middle part of 1953, under Ruppelt's leadership,
UFO investigation would see its last legitimate public analysis. The late
astrophysicist Dr. James E. McDonald once said, “The Ruppelt era was a
heroic period. . . . the one interval during which UFOs were seriously and

relatively vigorously investigated.”?
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Originally, Ruppelt's agenda was to play down the negative public
stigma associated with the subject. Members of the general public were
once again encouraged to report their personal experiences to their friendly
neighborhood Air Force base. Project Blue Book would assign
investigators to facilities throughout the nation. There would be a
concerted effort to add civilian sightings to the daily roster, and field
reports would all end up at Wright-Patterson for evaluation and possible
follow-up. Ruppelt would even create the very first investigation
questionnaire, with all the raw data accessed and computerized at Battelle
Institute. Objectivity was required and personal opinions were better left
unspoken. The new study was looking for answers, and hired numerous
scientists from different respective fields, while J. Allen Hynek remained
the head scientific consultant. A more open-door policy was provided to
the media, and Hynek was holding regular meetings to update the press on
current sighting investigations. “We're on it,” became the new order of the
day, and Ruppelt was the man in charge—or so he was led to believe.

Project Blue Book simplified the official study of the phenomenon
down to two basic goals:



1. Determine if UFOs are a threat to national security.
2. Scientifically analyze UFO reports.3

Project Grudge was the little train that failed. Now, the groundwork was
completed for Project Blue Book, and Ruppelt had promised General
Cabell to bring him “answers.” Predictably, others at the Pentagon
envisioned a continuation of the same old tactics for the project; they just
needed the right set of circumstances to unveil the old Project Grudge
under the new Project Blue Book banner. As long as sightings remained
manageable and nothing extraordinary happened, officials at both the
Pentagon and the Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright-Patterson
would continue looking for solutions outside of public scrutiny. Project
Grudge had experienced three full years of “all's quiet.” Nothing major
happened on the flying disc front to renew any media coverage—all while
Battelle Institute, RAND Corporation, Hughes Aircraft, General Electric,
and the National Bureau of Standards, just to name a few, all frantically
attempted to decipher the debris recovered at Roswell. Time was not on
their side.

The summer of 1952, similar to that of 1947, witnessed one of the
greatest waves of UFO activity America has ever seen. Aside from many
of the civilian reports, Air Force bases throughout the country were
observing and tracking infiltrations of unknowns beginning in May, and on
two consecutive Saturdays in July, the unexpected took place: not only did
the UFOs return en masse, but on both nights they literally buzzed the
White House. F-94 fighters were urgently scrambled from Andrews Air
Force Base to pursue as many as eight aerial invaders, and what next
ensued was a public demonstration of who possessed the superior
technology. Experienced pilots attempted in vain to intercept the violators
while radar operators watched as our fastest jets were completely
outperformed. Over the nation's very capital, the situation had risen well
beyond the auspices of Project Blue Book and Captain Ruppelt. For the
first time, UFOs had reached our most senior defenders of national
security and, at best, all we managed to do was chase them away.
According to all accounts, the UFOs were doing the chasing and
eventually gave up on the cat and mouse shenanigans. Banner headlines
after the first night's drama beat out coverage of the Republican



presidential convention, so the Pentagon had to move fast to allay the
worst fears of the public.

“The Washington Nationals,” as the UFOs were dubbed by the media,
forced an immediate return back to the tactics of Project Grudge. Despite
the best intentions of Ruppelt, who authorized interviews with all key
personnel involved with the incident, with no obligation to the chain of
command, Air Force intelligence at the Pentagon moved in quickly.
Witnesses were coerced to change their testimony, and films, photographs,
and official reports were confiscated. But through Ruppelt's independent
investigation, he discovered a rather startling fact: the UFOs frequently
visited Washington.

On May 23 [1952] 50 targets had been tracked from 8:00 p.m. ‘til
midnight. They were back on the Wednesday between the two
famous Saturday-night sightings, the following Sunday night, and
the night of the press conference [held on Tuesday, July 29, at the
Pentagon, where Major General John A. Samford, Chief of Air
Force Intelligence, dismissed the “Washington Nationals” as
natural phenomena]; then during August they were seen eight more
times. On several occasions, military and civilian pilots saw lights

where the radar showed the UFOs to be.?

There were additional UFO incidents recorded during that wave at 24
military bases throughout America. Once again, the situation was getting
completely out of hand and the Pentagon sounded the alarm. The subject
of UFOs was under lockdown. Overnight, the focus of Project Blue Book
changed; the Dark Ages had returned and the project would never recover.
Time had run out, and any hope of a legitimate investigation was quickly
scrubbed.

Enter the CIA. After an extended period of many unexplained reports,
the Air Force was in a major quandary—the media was demanding
answers, which were still unavailable. Riding in on a big black horse, the
CIA ordered the Office of Scientific Intelligence (OSI) to review the files
on UFO reports at Wright-Patterson and make a recommendation.
Continuing the methodology of Ruppelt's tenure on Project Blue Book, the
OSI recommended that further study into UFOs was required. Taking that
suggestion, the CIA convened a special panel under the directorship of Dr.



Howard P. Robertson, a physicist from the California Institute of
Technology.2 The prestigious group consisted of other physicists, meteor
scientists, engineers, and one astronomer: Hynek, who, along with
Ruppelt, presented their best evidence of a genuine phenomenon.
Undoubtedly, the remainder of the staged panel listened to a summation of
six years of UFO data with a skeptical mindset. Hynek would later lament,
“It didn't matter what evidence was presented. . . . was though I wasn't
even in the room.”®

After a total of 12 hours of study over the span of four days from
January 14-17, 1953, the Robertson Panel was able to accomplish what the
Air Force was unable to do in five years: explain away most of the
sightings. The remainders were dismissed as “raw, unevaluated reports.”
The panel made these recommendations: “That the national security
agencies take immediate steps to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of
the special status they have been given and the aura of mystery they have
unfortunately acquired.” They also expressed the concern that low-grade
reports were “overloading” standard military (intelligence) channels and as
a result were more threatening to our national security than the actual
phenomenon. The emphasis shift, or return, was for the Air Force to again
“debunk” the subject through the media using psychological solutions to
ridicule the witnesses and explain their reports. Civilian UFO groups were
to be labeled crackpots and the very term UFO was to conjure images of
uneducated, wide-eyed believers seeking attention for their mental
instabilities. Nonetheless, the panel suggested that such groups should be

monitored.Z

In just four days, the greatest mystery of all time was resolved by a
handful of men.

In reality, the Air Force had enlisted the CIA for an intelligence bailout,
and, once again, the media headed for the tall grass. Within days of the
final recommendation, in a letter to the assistant director of scientific
intelligence, Dr. H. Marshall Chadwell, who provided much of the UFO
data to the panel, Chairman Robertson wrote, “Perhaps that'll take care of
the Forteans [supporters of Charles Fort, a pioneer in UFO studies] for a
while.”8

CIA director Allen Dulles summed it up best: “If you want to keep a
secret, then pretend to share it.” Dulles is best remembered for establishing



a recruiting and cover-up function within the highest levels of journalistic
institutions; since the inception of the CIA, it has succeeded in
manipulating the media. In fact, since the early 1950s, more than 400
American journalists have worked either directly or informally for the
CIA.2 Former British MI6 agent John le Carré reminded us in his
bestselling book The Spy Who Came in From the Cold, “Most people
would be absolutely amazed if they knew how many people in the
American Intelligence community were sitting around doing nothing but
thinking about ways to influence public opinion.”

So that would take care of the press and the public. In stark contrast, the
Air Force immediately implemented regulation 200-2 and JANAP 146,
which would make it a crime for any military personnel to disclose
information about UFOs.l? Total containment of the subject was now
complete.

Prior to the Robertson Panel, the renewed attitude of Project Blue Book
with Ruppelt at the helm was to conduct a serious, no-nonsense
investigation of the UFO matter. During the first five years, through the
end of 1952, there were 394 unidentified sightings in the project files. In
the remaining 15 years until the close of the study in 1969, only 308 more
cases were added to the unexplained list. After advisement by the CIA
panel, Project Blue Book was completely demoralized and thoroughly
stripped of its investigative duties. Air Force regulation 200-2 instructed
officers to only openly discuss “identified” sightings; those that remained
unsolved were to be completely withheld from the public. As Hynek
described, “When the Air Force could explain away a sighting, they would
jump handsprings to get it out to the public.” He also added, “All the
hardcore cases were going upstairs [at that time]. We didn't have access to
any of the important cases any longer.” Project Blue Book was only
assigned the more mundane sighting reports.1 The newly formed 4602nd
Air Intelligence Squadron (AISS) of the Air Defense Command, which
investigated reports that were even more serious, took all investigative
responsibilities away. This secret unit was located at Ent Air Force Base in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. The mission of the 4602nd was to:

= Retrieve downed enemy aircrew
= Retrieve downed enemy material

» Retrieve downed enemy documentsi2



Subsection (a) of regulation 200-2 states that all personnel in the Air
Force may conduct initial investigations, but warns that additional inquiry
“should not be carried beyond this point unless such action is requested by
the 4602nd AISS.”13

In a subsequent report, dated January 3, 1953, Air Force Regulation 24-
4 described specific training of the 4602nd as “general intelligence
procedures, written and spoken foreign languages, technical intelligence
investigation, photography and photo interpretation, and such other
activities as may be necessary for the accomplishment of the mission.”
One of their directives stated, “In case of any physical [UFO] evidence,
you are to safeguard it and notify us. We will tell you what to do with it.”14

Project Blue Book was also restricted by Air Force regulation 200-2 and
could only release information on explained UFO investigations. All the
while, the media was misled to believe that Project Blue Book was still
conducting actual, legitimate investigations, when in reality it quickly
became merely a public relations front and debunking tool for the Air
Force. Longtime Hynek associate and fellow astronomer Walter N. Webb
commented, “. . . the Roswell revelations now furnish ample evidence for
the existence of an ultra-secret UFO study coexisting with Blue Book.”1>
A great analogy to describe the final years of Project Blue Book was
provided by author and State Department analyst Douglas P. Horne when
addressing a similar topic: “[It's like] if you have a five-hundred piece
puzzle, then someone throws out 250 of the pieces, and next, someone else
substitutes 250 pieces from another puzzle.” Such was the total
obfuscation of the UFO enigma by the post-Ruppelt project.

With his funding and public support reduced to an ineffective shadow of
what Project Blue Book promised to be, Ruppelt resigned. He felt a sense
of foreboding because of how much of the truth even he was not told. As
King Arthur bemoaned at the falling of Camelot, “Those dreary dark days
we had sought to put to rest were once again upon us.” Meanwhile, Project
Blue Book returned to those dreary, dark days of Project Grudge that
Ruppelt had tried to put an end to. Hynek lamented, “Everything would go
in [to Project Blue Book] and nothing would come out.” The Air Force had
little need for its chief scientist during this time. When Captain Joseph
Cybulski flew into Wright-Patterson from 4602nd headquarters, Hynek
threatened to resign. He expressed, “I have not been able to get support



from the Air Force. It seems that they all think this is a hot subject . . . they
want to drop it . . . don't want to have anything to do with it. No one wants
to be quoted.”15 After assurances from Cybulski that things were about to
change for the better, Hynek threw away his resignation letter. And things
did change—for the worse.

In the wings was hard-nosed skeptic Captain George T. Gregory, who
personally felt it was unfair that the Air Force had to compete with civilian
UFO organizations. After all, how could they explain away all of the
sightings if such outside groups were consistently publicizing well-
investigated, very puzzling cases. Because of “personal impressions and
interpretations™ of the witnesses reporting experiences to these nonmilitary
researchers, he said, “it is doubtful that the number of ‘unknowns’ will
ever be reduced to zero.”’ Ironically, Hynek saw this as an excellent
opportunity and started to correspond with such outside researchers who,
due to their serious dedication to the subject, attracted many new cases
unknown to the scientist.® Nonetheless, Project Blue Book was dropped
as a special project, and sightings were to be classed as “identified”
regardless of the facts—all while the physical evidence was right below
their feet at Wright-Patterson.

By 1955, the Pentagon had decided that the mission of Project Blue
Book was not to investigate the UFO phenomenon, but rather to reduce the
number of unknowns. The new function was to play damage control
whenever there seemed to be a legitimate sighting that had leaked to the
public. At the same time, the 4602nd was dissolved and replaced by the
1066th Air Intelligence Service Squadron, who would continue the
original inquiry.l2 However, the Pentagon was not through with Project
Blue Book. In 1956, chief officer Captain Gregory revised AFR-200-2
with the insertion of the words “possible” and “probable” to explain all
previous reports of UFOs. The all-out attack on the validity of the very
suggestion that UFOs might represent an intelligence from off the planet
had to be squashed and relegated to the ranks of the funny farm. Toward
the end of 1956, unexplained cases were down to a mere two percent, and

1.4 percent by the end of 1957.2%
The Air Force had spectroscopic cameras, telescopes, and other

sophisticated instruments available to track unknown aircraft, but it was
not until 1953 and the early part of 1954 that it attempted to use these



instruments to make recordings. Gregory would claim to Walter Webb in
an interview in 1956, “We have scientists working for us [Blue Book] all
over the U.S.” In reality, Hynek was the only paid scientific consultant for

the project at that time.2L

After Gregory, another low-ranking officer, Captain Charles Hardin,
would take charge. As later described by Ruppelt, Hardin “. . . thinks
anyone who is even interested [in UFOs] is crazy.” Historian Dr. David
Jacobs added, “During [Hardin's] tenure, he made the most strenuous
efforts of any Blue Book leader to identify UFO reports regardless of the
information they contained.” When they had to deal with specific reports
that were not so readily explained, it became standard Project Blue Book
procedure to dump them into the “insufficient data” hopper.22

Time ran out for the Air Force once again as a major wave of UFO
sightings began in November of 1957. In response, the Assistant Air Force
Secretary Richard Horner said, “The Air Force is not hiding any UFO
information, and I do not qualify this in any way.”22 Sightings were called
“misidentified natural phenomena,” but still, whenever an exceptional case
reached the news media, they ran with it. The Air Force found itself again
the target of public scrutiny and bad publicity. Therefore, there was an
attempt to transfer Project Blue Book to some other Air Force agency,
specifically to the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of Information
(SAFOI), a government public-relations group. Other documentation, such
as a letter to the Pentagon from project science advisor A. Francis Arcier
in April of iI960 commented on a memo written by Colonel Philip Evans, a
senior officer at ATIC at Wright-Patterson. He said, “. . . [I] have tried to
get Blue Book out of ATIC for 10 years . . . and do not agree that the loss
of prestige to the UFO project is a disadvantage.”?4

No matter what high-ranking officials wanted to believe about the
public persona of the floundering Air Force investigation, the next Project
Blue Book director, Major Robert Friend, recommended to his bosses that
the program be turned over to a civilian agency. The plan to turn the Air
Force study over to a civilian committee started to take root in 1962, but
the trick would be for that committee to draw the same conclusions as the
military did, all while totally exculpating the Air Force of any mishandling

of the present UFO situation.?2 The search for the “way out” had begun,



though it was just a matter of time before another batch of sightings would
begin.

Major Hector Quintanilla would replace Friend in 1963 and serve out
the final years of the project. With a lone enlisted man at his side,
Quintanilla was an arrogant, nasty officer—perfect to usher in the final
demolition of Project Blue Book. His custom was to respond to an
eyewitness account over the phone this way: “Tell me about the mirage
you saw.” His automatic reaction was to twist and manipulate the
testimony of witnesses and distort the facts—in keeping with the official
policy of the doomed Project Blue Book.2% Nonetheless, the phenomena
always seemed to go against the plans of the Air Force.

The UFOs did return once again en masse during the summer of 1964
into 1968. Many other books recount the most famous cases of that period,
which would include the Socorro, New Mexico, landing and the
Dexter/Ann Arbor, Michigan, sightings. In each of these, not only was the
malnourished Project Blue Book in way over its head, but local law
enforcement and even the FBI were also at a loss to resolve either incident.
Regarding Socorro, it was the first time that an Air Force report referred to
the police-witnessed UFO as an actual “vehicle”?~—hardly a word one
would use to define something imaginary or fictitious. However, the
Michigan sightings attracted the most contempt on the part of the media.
As so often in the past, Hynek was trotted out to offer a conventional
explanation. He found himself overwhelmed as cameramen and newspaper
reporters literally pulled on him for a statement. He described the circus:
“Everyone was clamoring for a single, spectacular explanation of the
sightings. They wanted little green men.” When the scientist suggested that
one of the sightings might have resulted from “swamp gas,” it spawned an
outrage from the press and public, and also elicited accusations from none
other than Michigan congressional representative Gerald Ford.2

In an unprecedented move, there were even preliminary talks scheduled
on Capitol Hill. Congress entertained a motion to conduct open hearings to
address the ongoing situation and the persistence of the sightings. This was
all contrary to what the Pentagon and Project Blue Book were publicly
stating. Talk of a cover-up was getting out of hand, and the American
media was tasting blood. In April 1966, the House Armed Services
Committee urged the Air Force to contract with a university to conduct a



scientific study into the matter.22 This allowed the Air Force to fall back on
their original plan: to allow an unbiased, civilian group of scientists to
examine the official files and make an independent evaluation and final
decision on the entire UFO situation.

By October 1966, an agreement was completed with the University of
Colorado at Boulder to conduct this private inquiry. Unlike the Robertson
Panel, which convened for a total of four days, this study would last for the
next 18 months.2 Congress really did not want to tackle the UFO situation
in the first place. In their eyes, it was a military concern and they were
responsible for national defense. If UFOs represented a threat to the
nation's security, certainly the Pentagon and the official UFO study at
Wright-Patterson would have told Congress. Certainly, if they knew that
UFOs represented a technology from off the planet, they would have told
the press. At the very least, if they still did not have any answers and they
too remained ignorant of the truth, they would tell the public. That is, if
there was nothing to hide. In 1967, Senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona
told a reporter of the Bradenton Herald in Florida, “The policy of the Air
Force is to allow no one to see the UFO files at Wright-Patterson.”3!
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A GENERAL
EXPOSES
THE AIR
FORCE'S
TRUE
AGENDA

“...everyone from Truman on down knew what we had
found was not of this world within twenty-four hours of
our finding it.”

—GENERAL ARTHUR EXON

Most of the military veterans from the Roswell Army Air Field

(RAAF) who had been part of the recovery knew or had heard from
others that the wreckage from the crash had gone to Wright Field in
Dayton, Ohio. Small amounts may have gone to other locations in New
Mexico (such as Alamogordo AAF, Kirtland AAF, or Los Alamos) or a
base in Florida, but the bulk of it went “back East,” as some referred to
Wright Field. We know that Captain Oliver “Pappy” Henderson flew a
cargo plane load of wreckage (and perhaps something else) there.l Colonel
Thomas DuBose was General Roger Ramey's adjutant at Fort Worth AAF
in Texas. He had ordered that some of the strange wreckage rancher Mack
Brazel had brought with him into Roswell be flown to Washington, D.C.,
as soon as possible for a quick look-see by the higher-ups. He also told us

that the final destination for the sealed “package” was Wright Field.?2 A



teletyped FBI memorandum sent to J. Edgar Hoover on the same day of
the weather balloon press conference orchestrated by General Ramey
stated that both the weather balloon and the [real] wreckage were headed

to Wright Field for examination.2

In 1980, The Roswell Incident book suggested that the bodies from the
crash were transported by rail to Muroc AAF—now known as Edwards
Air Force Base—in California. But after interviewing hundreds of
witnesses since then, we found that almost everyone who knew anything
about the bodies suggested that the super-secret military facility at Wright
Field in Dayton, Ohio, was the ultimate destination for the remains. The
pilot of the first of two suspected “body flights” from Roswell told his
close friends that he flew them there non-stop.# John Tiffany said his father
was dispatched from Wright Field to pick up strange bodies at Fort Worth
after what we now know as the second “body flight” from Roswell had
deposited them there.2 And there were those like Norma Gardner and June
Crain who suggested that the bodies were in Ohio years later. A significant
amount of circumstantial evidence had accumulated, and a growing
number of firsthand and secondhand witnesses had been found. But the
evidence was still far from conclusive. Enter Brigadier General Arthur E.
Exon.

Exon was a pilot who flew 135 combat missions and had more than 300
hours of combat flying time in the European Theater during World War I1I.
When his aircraft was severely damaged by an exploding ammunition
dump he had just bombed, he was forced to bail out over enemy territory
and was captured. He spent more than a year in several German POW
camps before he was liberated in April 1945. His decorations include the
Distinguished Service Cross, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross,
Air Medal with 15 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal
with Oak Leaf Cluster, British Distinguished Flying Cross, and the French
Croix de Guerre with a Palm and a Star.®



FIGURE 14.1: The late General Arthur Exon in a photo taken by the author circa 2001.
By this time, the general was more reluctant to speak about his days as commanding
officer at Wright-Patterson. TOM CAREY

After the war, he completed a two-year industrial administration course
at the Air Force Institute of Technology (AFIT) in 1948 and was then
assigned for the next three years to Air Materiel command (AMC)
headquarters, both located at the newly named Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base.Z Lieutenant General Nathan F. Twining was the commanding officer
of the Air Materiel Command, which was responsible for the Air Force's
intelligence functions, known as T-2 in 1947, which later became the Air
Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) in 1951, and then the Foreign
Technology Division (FTD) in 1961.

Throughout the course of several years, Exon held a variety of positions,
and attended the Air War College at Maxwell AFB in Montgomery,
Alabama, finally arriving at the Pentagon as a “full bird” colonel in 1955,



where he would remain for the next five years. In 1960, he became the
chief of ballistic missiles and was responsible for establishing the Jupiter
Ballistic Missile System for NATO in Italy and Turkey. In July of 1963, he
left Europe for an assignment at Olmsted Air Force Base in Pennsylvania.
In August of 1964, he was appointed as base commander of Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, followed a year later by promotion to flag rank
as a brigadier general .2 It can be established, therefore, that General Exon
had a most impressive military career. Officers are not promoted to flag
rank (general officer) without having proven themselves as being totally
competent. Those who make it while on active duty (in other words, those
who are not simply rewarded with the promotion upon their retirement) are
a small minority. Only the top officers achieve the privilege of wearing
stars. General Exon was, therefore, in a position to know things. For
instance, even if he did not have firsthand access to the Roswell artifacts,
he knew people who did.

In 1988, Whitley Strieber, the author of Communion: A True Story,
Transformation: The Breakthrough, Breakthrough: The Next Step, and
Majestic (a fictionalized rendition of the Roswell crash), among other
books, was introduced to an old friend of one of his uncles, a retired Air
Force general by the name of Art Exon, who had been the “commandant”
of Wright-Patterson AFB.2 Strieber had a number of conversations with
the general about Roswell, during which he learned that:

1. The Air Force had not really gotten out of the UFO business with the
publication of the 1969 Condon Report.

2. There was still a scientific effort in progress since the crash at trying to
understand the Roswell debris.

3. Other UFO materials had been obtained since then.1%

The year 1988 was also when Kevin Randle and Don Schmitt reopened
the Roswell case and began a full-scale reinvestigation of it. Word of
Strieber's discussions with General Exon got around, and by 1990, Randle
and Schmitt were conducting their own interviews with the general. They
learned that Exon had been a lieutenant colonel and a student participating
in a two-year industrial administration course on the base (Wright Field) at
the time of the Roswell events in 1947. According to Exon, “We heard that
the [Roswell] material was coming to Wright Field. Testing was done in



various labs—everything from chemical analysis, stress tests, compression
tests, and flexing. It was brought into our material evaluation labs. I don't
know how it arrived, but the boys who tested it said it was very unusual.”}.

Exon also described the material: “[Some of it] could be easily ripped or
changed. . . . There were other parts of it that were very thin but awfully
strong and couldn't be dented with heavy hammers. . . . It was flexible to a
degree.” Further, according to him, “Some of it was flimsy but tougher
than hell, and the [rest of it] was almost like foil but strong. It had them
pretty puzzled.” The lab chiefs at Wright Field set up a special project for
the testing of the material. “They knew they had something new in their
hands. The metal and material were unknown to anyone I talked to.
Whatever they found, I never heard what the results were. A couple of
guys thought it might be Russian, but the overall consensus was that the
pieces were from space.l? Everyone from the White House on down
knew that what we had found was not of this world within 24 hours of our
finding it.”13 When asked about the wreckage's physical makeup, he said
that he didn't know if it was titanium or some other metal that we knew but
that the processing of it was different (see Chapter 4, “Reverse-
Engineering the “Memory Metal”).

Remember that John Tiffany reported that his father was stationed at
Wright Field at the time of the incident and that his unit, as part of their
assignment, supported the 509th Bomb Group located in Roswell, as well
as its parent organization, the 8th Air Force headquartered at Fort Worth
Army Air Field in Texas. As we learned in a previous chapter, according to
Tiffany, his father had been sent to a destination in Texas (most likely, it
was Fort Worth AAF). There they picked up strange metallic wreckage and
a large cylindrical container that reminded him of a giant thermos bottle.
Tiffany described the metal as being lightweight and tough. It had a
smooth, glass-like surface, and everything the crew did on the flight back

to Wright Field to mark it, bend it, or break it had failed.1

When asked about the bodies, Exon said, “I know people who were
involved in photographing some of the residue from the New Mexico
affair near Roswell. There was another location [this would be the impact
site, which is distinct from the debris field site on the Foster Ranch] where
apparently the main body of the spacecraft was . . . where they did say
there were bodies. They were all found, apparently, outside the craft itself



in fairly good condition. In other words, they weren't broken up a lot.”12

When he flew over the area a few months after the incident, Exon said that
he was able to identify two distinct but related sites by the trail of many
tire tracks leading up to them. He also told of seeing the “obvious gouges
in the terrain” that were reported to us by Bill Brazel, Bud Payne, and
others.1® When asked specifically if the bodies recovered from the crash at
Roswell went to Wright Field, Exon said, “That's my information. But one
of them went to a mortuary outfit . . . I think at that time it was in Denver.
But the strongest information was that they were brought to Wright-Patt.
People I have known were involved with that.”1Z Regarding the bodies,
John Tiffany said that the large, unusual cylinder and its unknown contents
bothered the flight crew the entire flight back from Fort Worth to Wright
Field. After the flight, the crew felt somehow contaminated; as though they
could not get clean. They could not “get over handling something that
foreign.” At some point during or shortly after the trip, Tiffany's father
must have seen what was inside the cylinder, because he later told his son
that two [of the bodies] were intact. Once they arrived at Wright Field,
everything was off-loaded, including the giant cylinder, and put on trucks.
Once the trucks were gone, the flight crew was debriefed by a high-
ranking official who told them that the flight never happened.18

Exon was apparently not aware of the alien that was purported to have
been recovered alive from the Roswell crash, since he never spoke of it.
There are any number of stories out there, however, that have it either
being taken to White Sands or Los Alamos, or even staying in Roswell for
a period of time. In short, its immediate whereabouts post-recovery are still
a mystery, but it ultimately turned up at Wright-Patterson in 1948 (see
Chapter 8, “My Name Is June Crain” and Chapter 9 “The Fighter Ace
Meets Something Squiggly”).

When we interviewed General Exon in the 1990s, he was sure that at
least some of the extraterrestrial “space material” was still being housed at
Wright-Patterson. He told us there would still be reports, probably filed in
the Foreign Technology (FTD) Building, which would describe everything
learned in the past 60-plus years of studying the exotic materials. There
would also be photographs logging each and every aspect of the crash,
including retrievals from multiple sites, the transporting of the remains, all
the recovery-related activities at the base in Roswell, and the final



disposition of all physical evidence.2 In short, everything needed to prove
that Roswell represented the crash of an extraterrestrial spacecraft and its
crew was at one time housed at Wright-Patterson AFB—and it still may
be.22 After all, after more than 60 years of rumors and whispers, the base
remains shrouded in mystery. And like all former Strategic Air Command
bases (those bases with nuclear strike forces), Wright-Patterson is an
underground maze of secret vaults, tunnels, and multi-level hangars. At
ground level, newly poured concrete has sealed off entrances and
resurfaced hangar floors long suspected of securing the base's biggest
secrets (e.g., most notably, Hangar 23, aka Hangar 18). Former base
commanders have told us that there were specific areas that were even off-
limits to them. One of these was General Arthur Exon.

Students of Roswell will know that the cover-up started down in
Roswell on the very first day that it became a story in the national news
media. Even before General Ramey's infamous weather balloon press
conference, it started on the Roswell base itself when the people to whom
the media would be looking for answers about the crash all “got out of
Dodge” as quickly as possible: Major Jesse Marcel, the first military
person at the crash site, was sent off to Fort Worth, Texas; Lieutenant
Walter Haut, the Roswell base public information officer who issued the
initial press release announcing the RAAF's “capture” of a flying saucer,
was ordered home to hide out; and the base commander, Colonel William
Blanchard, announced that he was going on leave.2l Because he knew
Blanchard, Exon said, “Blanchard's leave was a screen. It was his duty to
go to the [crash] site and make a determination. Blanchard couldn't have
cared less about a weather balloon.”22 Unknown to Exon, someone else
had told us the same thing. According to retired Colonel Joe Briley, who
was an operations officer at the Roswell base in 1947, “Blanchard's leave
was a blind. He was actually setting up a base of operation at the crash site
north of town.”22 Exon also pointed out that there were no secret balloon
or weather devices that could account for the wreckage that he heard
about. “The lab men and officers at Wright Field, because it was their job,
would have known if the debris fit into those categories.”?* Except for his
own flight over the Roswell crash sites, Exon made it clear that he was
repeating what he had been told by his friends and colleagues at Wright-
Patterson.



Exon knew of the UFO cover-up, starting with the one that originated at
Roswell. “I know that at the time [it] happened, it went to General Ramey .

. and he, along with the people out at Roswell, decided to change the
story while they got their act together and got the information into the
Pentagon and to the president.”?> According to Exon, the instant they
knew the nature of the find, Ramey (after being notified by Colonel
Blanchard in Roswell) would have alerted the chief of staff, General
Eisenhower. (This would not have been done directly by Ramey, but by
going up the ladder through his direct chain of command.) Once they had
the information in Washington, control of the operation would have come
from the Pentagon. The men in Roswell would have been tasked with the
cleanup because they were there on the site, but the responsibility for it
would have moved up the chain of command to the Pentagon and the
White House. We now know that this scenario described by Exon is
exactly what happened, according to the sealed statement of the former
Roswell base public information officer in 1947, the late Walter Haut.25
The men of the 509th Bomb Group located at the Roswell Army Air Field
were indeed dispatched to the “boondocks” to effect the cleanup, which
included the recovery of wreckage and bodies, while the entire operation,
including press releases, was directed out of the Pentagon by the Air
Force's deputy chief of staff, Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg.%’

The outgrowth of all this, according to Exon, was the formation of an
official oversight committee to study the phenomenon and control access
to the wreckage, bodies, and information regarding the Roswell crash. He
referred to this group as the “Unholy Thirteen,” only because he did not
know the actual name of the group.?8 Its responsibility would also be to
protect the data developed, to control access to it, and to design studies to
exploit it. Exon supplied us with the names of some of the members of this
group—names that students of American history of the late 1940s would
recognize, like Truman, FEisenhower, Symington, and Hillenkoetter.
According to Exon, “. . . a top intelligence echelon was represented, the
President's office was represented and the Secretary of Defense's office
was represented. . . .” One thing that Exon made clear was that no elected
officials, other than the president, were ever included. Elected officials

were excluded from knowing anything about it.22



This policy would explain why Barry Goldwater was denied entry to the
Blue Room at Wright-Patterson in the 1960s when he asked to look inside
and see the UFO artifacts rumored to be stored there. Although Goldwater
was at the time a major general in the Air Force Reserve and a good friend
of the Air Force chief of staff, General Curtis LeMay, he was also a sitting
United States senator and therefore disqualified from ever entering the
room or knowing what was in it (see Chapter 5, “The Senator and the Blue
Room”).

At the time of our interviews with Exon in the early 1990s, he was sure
that most, if not all, of the Roswell material was still being housed at
Wright-Patterson. In addition to the physical wreckage and bodies, he
believed there would be reports filed in the FTD building that described
everything learned up to that point in time. There would be photographs
from the debris field, the impact site, the Dee Proctor body site, and of the
bodies and the autopsies.2? Since then, it is possible that some or most of
the Roswell material has been dispersed to other locations throughout the
country because of the publicity surrounding the case and the focus upon
Wright-Patterson as the destination of the material. And because we really
do not know for sure, it is equally possible that it is all still quietly tucked
away in the Blue Room.

While Exon was a colonel at the Pentagon from 1955 to 1960, he ran
into the controlling/oversight committee that was formed after the Roswell
incident. They were still in operation and still concerned with UFOs. And
when he moved back to Wright-Patterson as the base commander sporting
the single star of a brigadier general in 1964, UFOs were apparently still of
major interest to the committee in Washington. He said that he would
receive calls from Washington that teams of 8-15 uniformed officers
would be arriving at Wright-Patterson on a certain date, and that
appropriate aircraft should be made ready for them to take off on secret
missions to unknown destinations that usually lasted from three days to a
week. “We were never informed about any reports [regarding these
missions]. They all went to Washington.”2! It was Exon's belief that the
committee in Washington not only controlled all access to Roswell, but
also all highly classified UFO reports. As J. Allen Hynek, Project Blue
Book's scientific consultant, once informed us, “All of the hardcore cases
were going upstairs [to Washington].” Exon assumed that the head of
Project Blue Book, which was still operating out of Wright-Patterson at the



time, would have been aware of the committee in Washington, if not part
of it. (They were, in fact, parts of different operational Air Force
commands.) Exon ultimately came to the conclusion that the real UFO
investigations were being controlled from Washington and not Wright-
Patterson, where Project Blue Book was headquartered. The latter entity,
Exon felt, had assumed more of a public-relations function than an

investigative one.32

This major revelation totally contradicts our government's public
position on UFOs. Exon's startling testimony confirms what many
researchers have always believed: that Project Blue Book was simply a
front for the actual UFO investigation being conducted elsewhere, and that
a special committee was created to control access to and study the Roswell
remains. Exon's brush with the control committee—he didn't know its
name or code word—was limited, but it was the first outside confirmation
of such a committee that had been found.

Exon's beliefs and conclusions regarding the handling of UFO matters
proved correct. We now know that in 1953 a secret project was created to
investigate the UFO phenomenon that had nothing to do with Project Blue
Book.23 Located at Ent AFB, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, the 4602nd
Air Intelligence Service Squadron, with its Project Moon Dust and
Operation Blue Fly, was designed with the retrieval of UFO material in
mind.2# No doubt it was a team from Moon Dust for whom Exon prepared
aircraft when he was the commanding officer of Wright-Patterson. All
UFO reports were to go to the 4602nd first, rather than to Project Blue
Book. After 1953, and until it was closed down in 1969, Project Blue Book
became nothing more than a public relations outfit. Ever since then, the
Air Force has been misleading the public when it says that it no longer
investigates UFOs. While the left hand was in Ohio handing out benign
press releases that it was “out of business,” the right hand was in Colorado
continuing the investigation of UFOs under a cloak of secrecy. Those
documents that have been pried loose from government agencies clearly
show a pattern of suppression, deception, and misinformation about a topic
that the Air Force and the government would like us to believe doesn't
exist.3

Because of how publicly outspoken Exon—a high-ranking Air Force
officer—was about the Roswell incident, we anticipated some sort of



reaction in Washington. During the federal General Accounting Office's
investigation in 1994-95, Exon was interviewed by a number of high-level
congressional staff members. One of the discussions took place at his
home on December 2, 1994. Exon was extremely guarded during these
talks, and one of the staff members entered into his report, “General Exon
is afraid. He was afraid that he was being monitored at that point. He
was probably afraid that his whole house was bugged.”3® We last
visited with General Exon and his lovely wife at their retirement home in
Irvine, California, in 2000. With us was Jesse Marcel, Sr.'s granddaughter,
Denise. Even with the granddaughter of one of the major players in the
Roswell story present, it was clear to us from the very first that the general,
by that point in time, was willing to discuss any subject under the sun—
except Roswell. In spite of our disappointment, the lunch was good.

Similar to others who had been involved in the crash retrieval of a craft
and bodies of unknown origin, Exon's consistent testimony has typically
pointed to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base as the final repository of such
artifacts. And Arthur Exon was there, on the receiving end, back at the
time of the Roswell incident. He was, according to available
documentation and his own words, in a position to hear of the crash and
learn that the wreckage and remains were arriving for analysis. He also
learned of the Air Force's secret UFO study operating in Washington,
which continues to this very day. In short, he was in the right place at the
right time. Most importantly for us today, however, is the fact that Air
Force General Arthur Exon, unlike so many others of rank before and after
him, was not afraid to talk on the historical record about what he knew to
be the truth. Until the day he died on July 23, 2005, he remained
thoroughly convinced that the truth was something not manufactured on
this earth. At the end of the day, according to the general, “Roswell was

the recovery of a craft from space.”*’
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THE AIR
FORCE
WASHES ITS
HANDS

“There exists a shadowy government with its own Air
Force.”

—SENATOR DANIEL INOUYE

In 1966, a special Air Force-funded committee was formed at the

University of Colorado at Boulder to study reports of the UFO
phenomenon from Project Blue Book and civilian research organizations
such as National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP)
and assess whether any further in-depth study of UFOs would be
worthwhile. Its director was distinguished University of California
physicist Dr. Edward Condon.

At a cost to the American taxpayer of $525,905, the infamous Condon
Report was completed two years later, in 1968, at a stunning 1,485 pages.
The so-called Condon Committee's conclusion was that “[f]inal extensive
study cannot be justified . . . nothing has come from the study of UFOs in
the past 21 years that has added to scientific knowledge”—despite the fact
that the committee was admittedly unable to explain 25 percent of the
cases it examined. Condon praised the Air Force for its noble 22-year
effort and proclaimed that the effort had run its course, having provided no
reason to justify further study. Project Blue Book was officially closed that
December with the release of a single-page statement: “[nJo UFO reported,



investigated and evaluated by the Air Force was ever an indicated threat to
our national security. There was no evidence submitted to or discovered by
the Air Force that sightings categorized as ‘unidentified’ represented
technological developments or principles beyond the range of modern
scientific knowledge. There was no evidence indicating that sightings
categorized as ‘unidentified’ were extraterrestrial vehicles.”

One of the civilian groups, NICAP, under the directorship of Major
Donald Keyhoe, provided what they called their “best evidence” to the
Condon Committee. These case studies often occurred around and
concerned military facilities and trained personnel. Many were some of the
most profound UFO sightings, which demonstrated the classic superiority
over our own conventional aircraft. It was NICAP's opportunity to take its
case to court, but few if any of these significant reports were ever
considered.l The committee was not looking for physical evidence, but
rather for who was making such outlandish claims, and why. Whereas a
legitimate court or study would acknowledge an evidentiary phase of the
hearings, Condon and his committee refused even to recognize the possible
legitimacy of such reports. Instead, they relied strictly on a stock sampling
of mundane Air Force cases. The higher-ups at the Pentagon had no
intention of airing their “best evidence” no matter the true agenda of the
project. Look, but don't look too closely. Think, but don't think too hard.

For the record, the Condon Committee was the vehicle, but the Air
Force was driving the car. It was maneuvered, steered, and driven precisely
to the predetermined destination desired by the Pentagon. And just as
when General Ramey staged the substituted weather balloon to get the
press off his back regarding the Roswell incident, now that it had a
mundane answer, the press could go back to covering stories like city
budgets and road construction. The creation of the “straw man” had
worked once again. We would have to wait eight more years for the
declassification of the Project Blue Book files to discover just how much
obfuscation the project employed.

For example, many of the most well-known and highly publicized cases
are somehow missing from the Condon Committee's files. This in itself
does not suggest incompetence. What it does support is the contention that
this was all a well-coordinated and well-conceived cover-up. Many of the
filed reports simply have passing references to UFOs, and the “identified”



UFO cases demonstrate blatant attempts to deceive the public.2 And yet,
the media didn't seem to notice.

As was certainly the plan, the exorbitant length of the Condon Report
and the technical jargon in which it was written discouraged most of the
press from studying its pages. Only die-hard civilian investigators cried
foul as they waded through the report, looking for a reason its
“unexplained” ratio was higher than that of the Air Force. This ratio was
hardly consistent with the conclusions of the study—that there's nothing to
see here . . . move along—and suggests a well-coordinated and well-
conceived cover-up of the true nature of UFOs. Think of the inconsistency
this way: an outside group, appointed by the commissioner of Major
League Baseball to investigate reports of the use of performance-
enhancing substances does not discover that 25 percent are possibly using
such supplements, and then concludes that no one is using them, so
nothing need be investigated further. This analogy to the Condon Report
cannot be stated any clearer.

When one realizes the amount of spectacular UFO cases that could and
should have been provided to Dr. Condon and his colleagues, there should
have been a logjam of evidence too overwhelming for the panel to ignore.
For example, Project Blue Book mentions no fewer than 20 separate
interceptor gun camera films in their files, yet in the master index, it says
they do not exist.2 Specifically, the report says “. . . and a section of gun
camera spectrographic film furnished by the Air Force for analysis was
examined by experts on spectroscopy.” This would suggest that special
filters were mounted on the gun cameras in an attempt to film UFOs while
in pursuit by U.S. aircraft. Historically, such efforts originated in the
summer of 1947 with newspaper accounts of P-51 Mustang pilots
configuring 35-millimeter cameras on the nose of their planes. There were
a total of zero such films provided to Condon for examination. It is one
thing for the Air Force to provide only sources and methods to the panel
for review, but deliberately withholding film footage known to be
mentioned in specific military UFO cases either was an obstruction of the
truth, or its omission was part of the pre-agreement with the commission.

Throughout the Project Blue Book files there are press releases, which
are there to remind everyone that there is no UFO secrecy—all within the



same pages where entries have been altered or removed entirely.? Someone
ordered these changes—who, and for what purpose?

Noted UFO researcher Lieutenant Colonel Kevin D. Randle has pointed
out a major argument exposing the Air Force lies and distortions and the
culpability of the Condon Committee. He states, “One other fact
suggesting a cover-up becomes obvious when looking at the Blue Book
files—almost no reports came from any of the other services. Hundreds of
members of the Air Force reported sightings to Blue Book but the other
services—the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps—are represented by only
one or two listings. Does this mean that only Air Force personnel see
objects they can't identify, or did the reports from the other services go
elsewhere?”2

The answer is yes. Not only did the other branches have their own UFO
projects with their own investigators, but Project Blue Book also
references sending reports to both the Office of Naval Research and the
Office of Naval Intelligence. Ironically, there is no mention of Army
reports as defined by JANAP 146 and AFR 200-2. They were to be sent
somewhere other than to Project Blue Book. Need we remind the reader
that the Roswell case was an Army incident?

When it was completed, Condon's report was first assigned for review to
the National Academy of Sciences and the U.S. Department of Defense in
November 1968. The academy appointed a special review panel of 11
highly respected scientists with Dr. Gerald M. Clemance as the chair.
Others were from Yale, the University of California, Stanford, Rockefeller
University, the University of Rochester, and Michigan State University.
After a standard procedural examination of the Condon Committee study,
Academy president Dr. Frederick Seitz sent a review copy to the
Honorable Dr. Alexander H. Flax, assistant secretary of the Air Force. Dr.
Seitz stated:

The Academy accepted this task because of its belief in the
importance of making available to the Government and the public a
careful assessment of the scientific significance of the UFO
phenomena which have been variously interpreted both in this
country and abroad. Substantial questions have been raised as to
the adequacy of our research and investigation programs to explain
or to determine the nature of these puzzling reports of observed



phenomena. It is my hope that the Colorado report, together with
our panel of review, will be helpful to you and other responsible
officials in determining the nature and scope of any continuing
research effort in this area.

This would be the last card played to the public on the subject of UFOs.
The chairman of the panel, Dr. Seitz, was the former scientific director of
the U.S. Naval Observatory. Dr. James E. McDonald was one of the few
scientists who voiced opposition at the time. His concern was that “[the
panel was] not adequately prepared to assess the Condon Report.” The
panel never investigated the UFO phenomena; it simply endorsed the
conclusions of the Condon Committee.%

FIGURE 15.1: Dr. James E. McDonald DON SCHMITT/IUFOM&RC

The very same day the report was released in early 1969, it received a
shocking rebuttal: former Condon Committee member Dr. David R.
Saunders released an explosive exposé entitled “UFQOs? Yes. Where the
Condon Committee Went Wrong: The Inside Story by an Ex-Member of
the Official Study Group” that told the behind-the-scenes story about the
true objective of the project.

Dr. Saunders, a professor of psychology and assistant director of the

University of Colorado's department of testing and counseling, along with
electrical engineer Dr. Norman E. Levine, had been fired for



“incompetence” by Condon a year before the project was completed.”
What had actually necessitated Condon's move was Saunders's and
Levine's open disdain of an internal memo they uncovered in the project's
files. Saunders and Levine made copies of the memo, which they sent to
Dr. James McDonald.2 In short order, they made their way to John Fuller
of the Saturday Review. As a result, Fuller penned a feature story in Look
Magazine entitled “Flying Saucer Fiasco.”2 That story so angered Condon
and Robert L. Low, coordinator of the project, that pink slips were
immediately handed out to Saunders and Levine. Members on Capitol Hill
were similarly not amused, and members of Congress wondered if the
study was a waste of tax money.

The memo that had sparked such controversy, penned even before the
university accepted the commission, questioned whether the subject of
UFOs was good for the reputation of the school. Other campuses had been
approached and refused it outright, and Low realized that the majority of
his colleagues considered the subject of UFOs unscientific and rather
radioactive. But the Air Force was in desperate need of a scapegoat and
had close ties specifically with Condon. Ostensibly, the plan was to select
an apparently objective group in academia, outside of any government
influence, to conduct an impartial study utilizing both Project Blue Book
and civilian UFO group files. The final report was not supposed to go back
to the Air Force; rather, it would be released to the public. However, the
hidden memo spelled out a more nefarious plot. It read:

The trick would be, I think, to describe the project so that, to the
public, it would appear a totally objective study but, to the scientific
community, would present the image of a group of nonbelievers
trying their best to be objective but having an almost zero
expectation of finding a saucer.

One way to do this would be to stress investigation not of the
physical phenomenon, but rather of the people who do the
observing—psychology and sociology of persons and groups who
report seeing UFOs.

If the emphasis were put here, rather than on the examination of the
old question of the physical reality of the saucer, 1 think the



scientific community would quickly get the message 12

With the cat out of the bag, Condon went even further to discredit
Saunders. He ranted that he should be “ruined professionally.” Moreover,
why not throw Hynek in for good measure? Condon called him a “kook.”

The plan had worked, and the Pentagon was privately celebrating never
having to utter another public remark on the subject of UFOs again. The
lights had finally been turned off on the Air Force's Dark Ages. The
government relishes the use of the term Case Closed as though it is some
arbiter of the truth. Like Moses coming down from the Mount Sinai with
the stone tablets, officialdom sets the rules—and often breaks them. Many
labeled the Condon Report a “whitewash,” and the case was closed before

it ever started. The Air Force had its scapegoat.t

In the early years of the military's forays into UFO research, while
Ruppelt was at the helm, there was a series of 14 status reports. Aside from
“Special Report 14,” the others served as briefing summaries of sightings
during that period, except for one, which remains a mystery to this day:
report 13 is missing, and the Air Force has never posited a rational
explanation. Was it destroyed?!2 One might recall how General
Vandenberg ordered the final report from Project Sign to be burned.
Consider that Washington, D.C., alone is rife with secret vaults and storage
rooms filled to the brim with classified documents. Experts estimate that
more than 150 million unclassified papers exist at the CIA alone.l2 The
very act of destroying, shredding, or burning any government document is
an act of censorship, especially if it concerns the subject of UFOs. The
reader should ask the question, “Why such a need for secrecy regarding a
subject so ridiculed by the authorities? Are we dealing with something
with a more sinister implication?” Some unelected individuals have made
it their business to ensure that certain truths are not disclosed no matter
what. The existence of a clandestine government system using military
personnel for its own purposes has been demonstrated since the National
Security Act of 1947 was signed into law. In more recent times, during the
Iran-Contra Senate Hearings in 1987, late Senator Daniel Inouye
remarked, “There exists a shadowy government with its own Air Force, its
own Navy, its own fundraising mechanism, and the ability to pursue its
own ideas of the national interest, free from all checks and balances, and
free from the law itself.”14



It could be argued that, especially during the 1960s when the Air Force
unceremoniously left the UFO scene, communism was a growing threat to
democracy. During this time, government agencies and branches of the
military, which were already not inclined to share information with each
other, became even more secretive and deceptive. Within such a
clandestine atmosphere, suspicions grew deeper as bureaucracies became
even more compartmentalized. However, there was a record of
accomplishment established very early on within the Air Force complex
pertaining to UFOs: “Don't ask, don't tell,” became policy long before it
applied to gay people.

In short, Project Blue Book knowingly provided fraudulent evidence to
the Condon Committee, withheld significant cases, changed names, and
altered case conclusions, as proven by the disclosure of the files 10 years
later.12

Now we need to ask who Edward Uhler Condon was and what stake he
may have had in sabotaging the perception of UFOs among his scientific
colleagues. Condon was a nuclear physicist and a pioneer in quantum
mechanics. He was endorsed by none other than Albert Einstein, and even
has a crater on the moon named in his honor. After the Condon Committee
report was released, when asked why he took on such a risky project, he
answered, “On the basis of appeals to duty. . . . do a needed public
service.” We can now surmise that such duty extended all the way back to
the time of Roswell. Back in 1947, samples of the actual wreckage were
sent for analysis and identification to the National Bureau of Standards—
under the directorship of Edward U. Condon. This was the same Edward
Condon who was supposedly unbiased, objective, open minded to the
evidence. The same man who, in a speech at the Corning Glass Works at
the very beginning of the UFO project, stated publicly, “It is my
inclination right now to recommend that the government get out of this
business. My attitude right now is that there's nothing to it . . . but I'm not

supposed to reach a conclusion for another year.”1®

A couple of years after the final UFO report all but nailed the lid down
on any future scientific interest on the subject of UFOs, J. Allen Hynek
and Edward Condon would attend a banquet in Colorado. It was there that
Mrs. Condon approached Mrs. Hynek and, much to her surprise, privately
apologized to her. “For what?” asked Mimi Hynek. Mrs. Condon replied,



“I hope your husband understands that my husband was only doing what
he was supposed to do.” Mimi graciously nodded and just smiled.Z Did
Mrs. Condon's husband know that in spite of his report, Hynek's work
investigating UFOs for the Air Force was not quite over? The lid to the
coffin was still very much open.
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DR. J.
ALLEN
HYNEK

Dupe or Accomplice?

“Ridicule is not part of the scientific method, and
people should not be taught that it is.”
—J. ALLEN HYNEK, PhD

L egendary folklorist Mark Twain was not the only famous American to

be born in the year of Halley's Comet and die in the year of its next
return. Like Halley's Comet, Dr. J. Allen Hynek traveled an astronomical
path, and his story remains an important one in ufology—moving from a
position of skepticism to an acknowledgment that something outside the
ordinary was actually happening in the skies above us. Amazingly, his
work as the scientific consultant to the study of UFOs undertaken by the
U.S. Air Force (1948-1969) may have been an accident of geography: at
the time of his selection, he was a professor of astronomy and physics at
The Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. The university is really just
down the road from Wright-Patterson AFB. That opportunity changed his
life.



FIGURE 16.1: Astronomer Dr. J. Allen Hynek became the Air Force's “scientific
consultant” to Project Blue Book because of The Ohio State University's proximity to
Wright-Patterson. DON SCHMITT/ CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES

He always promoted the idea of scientific analysis of UFO reports,
though initially he sought a psychological explanation. After a few years,
his scientific background led him to believe he should follow the evidence,
wherever it led, and soon noted that many of the cases were not so easily
explained. His emphasis on evidence first and investigating the
“properties” of a phenomenon still influences many of his surviving
colleagues today.

While employed by the government, Hynek realized that the Pentagon
was not sharing all that was known about the true nature of the anomaly.
He would often describe how he would peruse UFO reports as part of
Project Blue Book, and how often none of the “hardcore” cases were
present. Eyewitness accounts from seasoned SAC officers, and military
and commercial pilots, which he had filed himself, were all strangely
absent from the files. The USAF found itself withholding such cases, even
from its own chief scientific spokesperson. That in itself should have
alerted the scientific community. However, their blinders were bought and
paid for in the form of government funding and special grants. Moreover,
Hynek became all too familiar with the ridicule attached to any public



study of the subject. He said, “Ridicule is not part of the scientific method,
and people should not be taught that it is.” To his colleagues, it was
perfectly fine that the government should investigate UFOs for almost 20
years—after all, Washington does a lot of silly things. Yet, Hynek stood up
to the tarring and feathering of his associates who demonstrated
relentlessly that, for some reason, the subject was beneath them. That
reason was that the government told them it was all nonsense, and bribed
them with grants and special funding. However, Hynek had access to the
raw data and he begrudgingly heard a real “noise” within the phenomenon.
On one occasion he confessed, “I stretched far to give something a natural
explanation, sometimes when it may not have really had it.”

As the reports persisted and Hynek's conviction grew that the UFO
phenomenon was real, the Air Force's need to shift public attention did, as
well. Hynek was asking them repeatedly to increase funding and conduct
outside studies, and worse, in the final years of his tenure, was taking his
case to the public. In the late 1960s, he became an outspoken critic of both
Project Blue Book and the Condon Report. The writing was on the wall
and he foresaw that the Air Force was about to throw in the towel, so he
had nothing to lose.

After the demise of Project Blue Book, Hynek was free to search for the
answers with his blinders off. He knew that not all of the hundreds of
witnesses he personally interviewed could be liars. He knew better—and,
more importantly, so did the U.S. government.

The first actual attempt at some form of public disclosure took place
during Gerald Ford's administration following the resignation of Richard
Nixon. Ford had previously taken an active interest in UFO reports while
serving as a congressional representative for the state of Michigan because
of the famous Dexter/Ann Arbor sightings in 1966. At that time, while still
working for Project Blue Book, Hynek suggested that one of the numerous
reports could be attributed to “swamp gas,” and that phrase stuck with him
for the rest of his life and colored perceptions of him both within and
outside the UFO community. Ford, in particular, was not amused by the
Air Force's nonchalant attitude and treatment of his own constituents, and

the future president never forgot the scientist who made, in his eyes, such

an outlandish suggestion..



About five years after Blue Book lost any remaining credibility it had
with the American public, partly due to such controversial explanations,
Hynek met privately in Washington with President Ford's secretary of
defense, Donald Rumsfeld. Hynek spoke plainly, and demanded to simply
be told the truth after being dismissed with no answers from the Pentagon
after 20 years of service. Hynek was of the opinion that he had faithfully
maintained the Air Force's status quo and had earned the right to be told
the truth. Clearly, the good professor felt he had intentionally been left out
of the inner circle and that someone was controlling access to the truth
about the UFO phenomenon. Not the least bit moved, Rumsfeld told
Hynek that he “had no right to know.”

FIGURE 16.2: Former Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE

Rumsfeld's remark can, at the very least, be interpreted as the existence

of “something to know.”2 The reprimand only fueled Hynek's desire for
answers.



As a former government consultant on a subject as controversial as
UFOs, Hynek stirred the pot enough to receive a phone call about a year
later from a close friend within the Chicago media who had just been
tipped off that an announcement pertaining to the subject was about to
come out and they wanted Hynek in their TV studio for an immediate
reaction. He waited a number of hours before this shocking invitation
suddenly evaporated. No excuse was ever given, even after the original
source was verified to have been someone with authority in the United
States government. Further inquiries by the Chicago media failed to trace
the tip to the original informant. It was either a false alarm or a possible

test for some future action.2 Hynek would have to remain patient.

The next possible opportunity surfaced a few years later, in 1977, under
President Jimmy Carter. During his presidential campaign, Carter had
stated on numerous occasions that, should he be elected, he would open
the government's UFO files “if they did not threaten national security.” As
before, Hynek received an early evening call, but this time it was more
direct and specific—and reliable. TV and radio station WGN (owned by
the Tribune Company, which also publishes the Chicago Tribune) had
received a call from a verified source in Washington and the word was that
the president or a presidential representative was about to break into live
TV and make a special announcement about UFOs! For the aging Hynek,
always the curious scientist, this was another chance he could not resist.
Within the hour, he was picked up by a cab and driven into downtown
Chicago to sit and wait . . . and wait and wait, as the station remained on
standby. As he waited, he wondered why, if this was the real thing, he
would be waiting with reporters in Chicago and not at a press conference
at the Pentagon? Rumsfeld's words resounded once again in his head. After
a number of hours passed, an exasperated Hynek was delivered back to his
home in Evanston, Illinois. The last word the TV studio received was, “It's
all off. Forget about it.”* Nevertheless, Hynek and certain powers in
Washington would not forget.

The notion that the powers that be have at times considered disclosure
rather than continuing secrecy is based on an old rumor that refuses to die:
anyone involved in the study of the UFO phenomenon is aware of the story
that at one time Walt Disney was asked to produce a documentary about
UFOs. The theory was that in the event the government would have come
clean due to some unforeseen event, they would have something to



immediately present to the public. This story has been around for 50 years,
but we should all take note of a detailed description of the story by a
source who was one of Disney's closest employees—especially in the
context of Hynek's aforementioned experiences.

During his lifetime, one would be hard-pressed to name anyone else
who symbolized not only the American dream but also the American way
of life better than Walt Disney. Parents didn't have to worry about the
impression a Disney production would leave on their children; Disney had
a greater influence and lasting impression on the offspring of the World
War II generation than anyone else. It is for that reason alone that we
believe the U.S. government saw him the same way: as someone who
could soften the blow of shocking information.

Walt Disney had his original and most gifted animators through the
1950s. He affectionately called them the “Nine Old Men.” One of them,
Ward Kimball, was the artist who drew Jiminy Cricket and would later do
the animation in Mary Poppins. In 1955, Kimball was one of the
illustrators for the documentary Man in Space that combined animation
and live-action footage. As a demonstration of the influence a Disney
production had at that time, 42 million viewers watched the special in their
homes. If the American public could dream it, Disney could make it come
true. And Kimball could make it come to life.

At the 1979 Mutual UFO Network Symposium in San Francisco,
California, Kimball made a revelation that would substantiate the rumors
about his former boss. He explained that Walt Disney was contacted by the
Air Force in 1955 or 1956 and asked to produce a special documentary on
UFOs. Keep in mind, this was after the CIA Robertson Panel and after
Ruppelt. This was a time when the Air Force was in a renewed policy of
“seek and destroy” for all apparently legitimate UFO reports. Were they
enlisting Disney to do the same style of propaganda material he did so
masterfully during WWII? Not according to Kimball, who would have
been one of the animators on the project. It was his understanding that the
Air Force would be providing them with footage that proved the existence
of UFOs. In fact, Kimball overheard one discussion with Air Force
officials who stated they had “plenty of UFO footage.” Even as the
animators, including Kimball, started to sketch out thumbnail drawings of



purported aliens, the Air Force backed out without any fanfare. It was as
though it never happened.2

Unlike Disney, Hynek was in many ways a statesman whose portfolio
was full of UFOs. This was partly due to all the time he spent in
Washington. In addition, like a diplomat, he had been forced to tolerate
broken promises on so many occasions, and forced to maintain cool
detachment when he felt anger. As a scientist, it must have been
maddening to deal with uninformed bureaucrats and branches of the
military, all controlled by that same bureaucracy. But he knew how the
game worked and he reluctantly realized he had to actively campaign for
his final research into this increasingly elusive new scientific endeavor.
Now on the outside, he would no longer have access to official data. There
would be no funding from Washington, and the scientific community
regarded his association with the topic, even while he was a paid
government consultant, as somewhat of a betrayal to their sacred “true
science.” UFO research was, and remains, fringe science to many people.

And so in 1973, the foremost authority on the subject of UFOs found
himself spending more and more time soliciting funding and support for
his newly founded Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS) in Chicago. His
credentials, which included being head of the astronomy department,
emeritus, at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, helped. Still,
without financial assistance, how could he possibly compete with the
forces that had sold him out and withheld the truth from him after he'd
played by the rules for so many years? The forces that had repaid his
loyalty of 20 years with not so much as a token offering? In their eyes, he
had no right to know anything about the subject he had devoted his life to
studying. Betrayed, he knew he would have to do it on his own. “I'm an
old man in a hurry,” he said.®

This was his regular lament in those days when stress became an
emotional tiger, which caused him to cast logic and reason aside at times,
as he occasionally did. Too often, he would believe some of the most
outlandish promises from individuals outside the UFO community who
offered “funded research projects.” The next entrepreneur was “just around
the corner.” And like a stuck record, the truth was always poised to come
out “within the next year.” In addition, with his own time dwindling, he
was often naive to such false claims. But he wanted to be there. He



deserved to be there. Like Mark Twain, he always believed that he had
come with the comet and then he would go with the comet. Alas, he feared
his time was running out.

He never gave up hope that some irrefutable case would finally reveal
itself to the world or, as he had learned from all his years working with the
people who had full access to the truth, maybe the truth was right there all
along. Apparently, that was one of his reasons for becoming desperately
curious about the whole UFO crash retrieval phenomenon. Accepting his
role strictly as a former consultant to Project Blue Book, which, as he
would confess, was “fairly low on the scale of things,” Hynek had no
problem acknowledging that high-ranking intelligence officers could be
aware of recovered UFOs. At one time, he had even suggested holding a
press conference to enable firsthand witnesses to collectively step forward.
“Then you would have something that nobody could deny,” he would add.

He started investigating Roswell back in the early 1980s, interviewing
neighbors who lived near the famous site where a rancher claimed a UFO
crashed back in 1947. Personal notes in his handwriting revealed a
renewed “little-boy” enthusiasm from interviews he conducted with
witnesses who provided him with hope he had almost lost. These
individuals described to him the same characteristics we have long heard
about the strange debris.”Z None of them told him tales about weather
balloons. Still, he wisely realized that time was speeding past even then.

Hynek encountered character assassination, smear tactics, and all the
elements utilized by the skeptics and, tragically, by scientific colleagues
who should have known better. Nevertheless, the government remained
their meal ticket with grants and special project funding. SETI, the “Search
for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence,” is a principal example. Ironically, the
present economic climate cannot even save such sacred cows. Yet,
throughout SETI's existence, if Hynek or anyone else should ever have
solved the UFO mystery, they would have been out of business much
sooner. It is quite that simple, and Hynek knew it better than most.

“Why can't they tell me now? Why can't they tell me the truth even
now?” moaned the dying astronomer as he lay in the recovery room at the
hospital, after having a brain tumor removed.2 His plea fell on ears
hardened by years of deceit and denial. Moreover, Hynek, like the rest of
us, once trusted them. In similar fashion, Major Jesse Marcel had been told



at Roswell, “Just be a good soldier for a few more years and it will all
come out.”

In his lifetime, J. Allen Hynek had seen the study of UFOs become a
circus more than a few times. He had seen some people he worked for
having more in common with P.T. Barnum than Abraham Lincoln, another
son of Illinois like Hynek. He had been patient to a fault. Now, for the
remaining months of his life, Hynek's family focused on fulfilling his one
final request. He simply wanted to know the truth, to take to his grave a
sense that his life had been lived well in the service of history.

He was denied. No secret documents anonymously arrived from parts
unknown. There were no special couriers from Washington. No senior
public official called with any final confessions. The Pentagon was just
running out the clock.

Hynek's last wish was to “[j]Just let me see the comet before it's too
late.” Those of us who worked with him had discussed a trip down to
New Zealand to get the best possible look at the comet, but he was so
weakened by chemotherapy treatment and the ravages of cancer itself that
taking him on a prolonged trip for a better look was out of the question. He
was quickly fading, sleeping nearly 23 hours a day.1®

One night in 1986, a small party drove out into the black Arizona desert
with the most heralded UFO authority in the world—not to look for the
unknown, but rather to look after an old friend. The group stopped at a
good open spot and gently helped the frail old scholar from the car. Then,

leaning him against the side of the vehicle, they waited.1!



FIGURE 16.3: Halley's Comet March 8, 1986. J. Allen Hynek died on April 27, 1986.
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The comet made its appearance at the appointed time, 76 years after it
heralded the departure of Mark Twain and the arrival of Josef Allen
Hynek. “Halley, my old traveling companion” is what he said as they lifted
his head slightly so he could get a better look. He nodded approval at the

sight. Nothing else seemed to matter now. A tear trickled down his

contented face.12

Too soon, it became time to head back. Dr. J. Allen Hynek was ready to
go home.
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“THEY'RE
MAKING US
PATSIES
ALL OVER
AGAIN!”

“We have five aliens in Utah.”

—COLONEL GEORGE
WEINBRENNER, Director,
Foreign Technology Division,
Wright Patterson AFB

Just for the sake of argument, let us suppose that the U.S. government

has been telling us the truth about UFOs all along. After all, federal
officials would have us believe that they have a perfect record of doing
what is in the best interests of the American people. As former Speaker of
the House Jim Wright liked to say, “We only want to help you.” Now, for
those of you who either earn a paycheck from Uncle Sam or just cannot
imagine ever being deceived by our elected officials, it will not matter
what the rest of this chapter says. But if you have occasionally had some
doubts and have an open enough mind to consider that, more often than
not, we are only told what “they” want us to know, read on.

Let us begin with the Roswell incident. Two days after the crash was
reported to military authorities, including officials at the Pentagon, the
Roswell Army Air Field released one of the most startling admissions the
world has ever seen: They had in their possession an actual flying saucer.



Within five hours all media attention was diverted away from Roswell as
General Ramey in Fort Worth, Texas, announced that the only atomic
bomb squadron in the world at that time couldn't tell the difference
between an off-the-shelf, rubber weather balloon and advanced technology,
possibly from outer space. Witnesses were intimidated and ridiculed, and
military officers, merely following orders, were made patsies to ensure that
the secondary story would close the case.

Fast-forward to September 1994. The Pentagon, responding to pressure
from the late congressman Steven Schiff of New Mexico, calls a rare UFO
press conference to issue a new edict on Roswell. In it, Colonel Richard
Weaver explained that back in 1947, the military was forced to lie about
the situation to cover for another scenario. The new theory was that it was
the same type of balloon, but it might have been used to listen to upper-
atmospheric shock waves should the Soviets detonate their first atomic
bomb, which was part of a top secret project called Project Mogul. They
were the same off-the-shelf materials, but were part of a “secret project”—

it sounded good to the media.l

Advance three more years to May 1997. At an event dubbed “The
Roswell Report: Case Closed,” the Air Force allowed that witnesses may
have seen bodies in 1947, but that the occurrence was actually 5 to 10
years later, and the cause was anthropomorphic wooden crash dummies.
This one didn't sound right even to the usually compliant press. A
Pentagon spokesperson addressed the idea that the public would not accept
the latest explanation: “Then I guess we'll be back in another few years
offering another one.”

Now let's illustrate the parallel explanations from the Air Force
throughout its post-Roswell investigations and see if we can find any
patterns.

Within three months of the recovery at Roswell, General Twining
received an assessment and educated position from his “top” engineers at
T-3, who stated, “The phenomenon was real.” Such highly experienced
technicians would have been part of the effort to analyze the physical
evidence to support such an assertion.

One year later, after a more prolonged investigation of the phenomenon,
Project Sign submitted its final summary to the Pentagon for approval.
From there, it was sent up to General Vandenberg for his blessing,



whereupon he countermanded the Pentagon's conclusion and ordered the
report to be destroyed.

Project Grudge was born out of the need to supply a counter-explanation
to Project Sign. The new study was purged of just about all the pro-UFO
researchers to ensure the alternative solution. As predicted, Project Grudge
found that there was “nothing to see here.” Flying saucers are nothing
more than misidentified common aerial objects. This final assessment was
widely publicized and accepted by the mainstream media.

After the UFO wave of 1952, the tone changed across the country as
people again faced the possibility that something else was behind the
mystery. Roswell was not yet a distant memory, and the American people
needed to be assured that their government leaders would find the
underlying cause of it all. So for the next two years, Project Blue Book led
the charge and answers appeared imminent. The stalling tactic succeeded
as Project Blue Book floundered and faded into obscurity until its final
gasp in 1969—case closed.

The tactics are clearly defined and the pattern is repeated in government
affairs to this day for one reason: they have a high level of success. The
process, no matter how long the duration, is to first demonstrate a serious
intent to look into a public concern. If the press starts getting impatient,
just tell them you're working on it.

Aside from the public, with any subject that involves national security,
our government has to anticipate our enemies. Throughout the entire Air
Force investigation of the UFO phenomenon, the Cold War raged. Covert
actions become mandatory, and certainly the subject of UFOs traversing
our airspace with total impunity outweighed national insecurity. With the
recovery at Roswell, the chess match intensified within the intelligence
community. In addition, the first thing the generals at the top do when
there are issues of national security is shut down any trickle of truth
finding its way to the underlings. None of the three UFO projects was ever
directed by anyone higher than the rank of major—the equivalent of
middle management in business. The consistent strategy is to keep them
intentionally in the dark lest they ever misspeak.

Take the contemporary example of the Air Force's two recent
explanations for Roswell. In both cases, the Pentagon selected a midlevel
officer, Captain James McAndrew, to research and write the report. We



have absolutely no doubt that McAndrew is not privy to the slightest truth
about the 1947 incident. But he undoubtedly knows more about Project
Mogul and the Crash Dummy Project than most others in the military do.2
For that reason, there is no chance that he could say anything out of turn
pertaining to the actual event. Everyone working on Project Sign, Project
Grudge, and Project Blue Book were kept completely out of the loop—
especially their scientific consultant, Dr. J. Allen Hynek. Hynek was their
greatest risk. Any time the military hires a civilian, he or she remains a
conduit to the public.

FIGURE 17.1: Dr. J. Allen Hynek DON SCHMITT/ CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES

Another example would be a U.S. president's press secretary. Not
having a “need to know,” they are only briefed on the administration's
positions on issues of the day. It is their sworn duty to defend and protect
the policies of the president. They represent the official party line of the
acting government and have always paid the price should they speak off
subject.

Hynek, in many ways, was the “press secretary” for the Air Force on the
subject of UFOs. It was Hynek who was often called on not only to temper
the media's reaction to a specific report, but also frequently to explain



away the cases, which helped present the Air Force in a good light.
Publicly, their position remained: nothing serious is going on, and if there
were, the Air Force would say so. To his detriment, Hynek went along
with this and became safe in their eyes. Avoiding confrontation, he was not
considered a threat who might reveal any secrets not intended for public
consumption. Desiring to retain access to the limited data that he had, he
chose to seldom challenge their authority and remain on the inside—in
case something big should happen.

As one might expect, this did not sit well with a number of his
colleagues, such as Dr. James McDonald. In 1966, McDonald, professor of
atmospheric physics at the University of Arizona and a respected member
of the National Academy of Sciences, pounded his fist on Hynek's desk,
demanding that he at least open up to his scientific colleagues about the
subject. McDonald took the subject seriously, but all Hynek could do was
try to explain that when consulting for the government, you are placed
under severe limitations. Hynek, once again, conceded that he was more of
a pawn that played by another's set of rules.2

In the aftermath of WWII, few politicians would second-guess the
military. This was precisely why they left UFOs under uniformed
jurisdiction. However, as author Thomas E. Ricks reminds us in his book
The Generals, “The U.S. Army is often led by generals who are masterful
at combat tactics, at converging battalions on agreed-upon enemy targets,
but woefully inept at recognizing changes in the battlefield.” The arrival of
the UFO phenomenon entirely changed the military mindset. Moreover,
while Hynek was too often the only adult in the room, his scientific
opinions seldom mattered. Furthermore, he grew more and more frustrated
by the diminishing number of legitimate reports that he had access to.
True, there were exceptions, such as the reports on the incidents at Socorro
and Dexter/Ann Arbor, but as so many times before, the Air Force
expected him to diffuse them both. Hynek would remark about Socorro, “I
wish I could, for my own peace of mind, dismiss the Socorro sighting as a
hoax or a hallucination, but in all honesty I cannot.” His explanation of
“swamp gas” as it applied to one incident in the Michigan sightings,
backfired and embarrassed the Air Force, which led to congressional
hearings, which quickly led to the Condon Committee.



The good astronomer repeatedly demonstrated the unimpeachable
scientific methodology that was ignored in military circles. Most
noteworthy is that he understood the old adage “loose lips sink ships” as
well as they did. He was as good of a soldier as most who wore the
uniform. Through it all, Hynek retained the critical awareness of an
academic who recognized his myopia in initially dismissing the UFO
phenomenon, became an advocate for continuing study, and in his later
years wanted to stay in the race.

Hynek had known for years that Project Blue Book was looking for an
out, and that the Air Force's public investigation of the UFO mystery was a
sham. As described earlier, his only recourse was to trade on his own
reputation and take his case to the public. He planned to have both feet
running when the Air Force fired the project—and him. The question
remains whether he knew before the inevitable demise of Project Blue
Book that the chase for him would go on; whether the government's secret
investigation would continue beyond the final project, and that he would
become part of it. If we had known about his secret assignment before his

passing, we certainly would have asked him about it—and a hundred

questions more.*

As it has now been almost 50 years since the U.S. Air Force admitted to
any active role in continuing UFO investigations, we would like to suggest
that our readers conduct a simple test: please contact any military base and
ask about UFO investigations. You will be read a scripted response: “The
Air Force has discontinued the investigation of UFOs with the closing of
Project Blue Book in 1969. If you need to report a sighting, please contact
your local law enforcement agency.” Click. Members of the press as well
as most scientists swallow this story without any awareness of the history
behind it. This apathetic behavior from two of the most influential groups
in our society is precisely what the Pentagon had worked so hard to
accomplish—there were no more press conferences necessary to explain
away sighting reports. There was no chance of any academic studies
looking into the subject; the Condon Committee took care of that. From all
accounts, the U.S. government is officially out of the UFO business. The
persistent drumbeat of ridicule and derisive propaganda succeeded in
making the subject a taboo topic and the domain of conspiracy kooks. Add
to the mix the legion of debunkers whose mission is to maintain damage



control for a controversy that was laid to rest back in 1969. The obvious
question is, “Why wage the war if the British were never coming?”

Now, let us suppose that the government has not been telling us the truth
about UFOs. Let us suppose that the Air Force did not terminate its
investigation of UFOs in 1969, and that there may still be a highly
classified effort continuing even as you read this book. What if there were
other secret, highly classified UFO investigations—covert studies we will
never know the resolution of? What if an alien craft did crash in Roswell
and set into motion a 22-year period of subterfuge and intelligence efforts,
not to solve the mystery of UFQOs, but to manipulate the public into
believing that officialdom was in control of the situation when, in reality,
they were not?

In previous chapters, we have described how outside units such as the
4602nd Air Intelligence Squadron and the 1066th Air Intelligence Service
Squadron investigated higher-priority UFO reports during Project Blue
Book. Former base commander General Exon described how a group
composed of all officers, who were not associated with Project Blue Book,
would arrive at Wright-Patterson from Washington to investigate the more
sensitive cases. The Project Blue Book files were declassified in 1977—so
where are all the other case files from these independent investigations?
Perhaps Brigadier General Carroll H. Bolander, who was Air Force chief
of staff of research and development at the time Project Blue Book was
shut down, had it right when he said, “Reports of unidentified flying
objects which could affect national security are made in accordance with
JANAP 146 or Air Force Manual 55-11, and are not part of the Blue Book
system.”2 While we're at it, let's throw in the hundreds of case files of
independent investigations by Air Force Intelligence, the FBI, the CIA,
and the NSA, which were ordered to be released in 1977-78 by federal
judges in separate lawsuits. All those organizations claimed for years they
never touched the subject. The Army and Navy said the same thing,
despite conducting separate investigations. We are finally left to ask, as of
the time of this writing, why is JANAP 146 still on the books? It seems
that a blackout of the truth about UFOs continues.

Colonel George R. Weinbrenner was stationed at the USAF
headquarters in London during the final year of World War II. It was there
that he worked on a top secret project to develop vertical-launch rockets to



take out enemy aircraft. In 1950, he was the commanding officer of the
439th Airlift Wing Squadron. Relevant to this chapter, he was the
commander of the Foreign Technology Division at Wright-Patterson from
November 1966 through June 1974. He also became Hynek's boss soon
after the Air Force announced to the press that it was officially ending all
UFO investigations.® Since the end of 1969, the public has been told that
such research ended and was never resumed. Project Blue Book
unceremoniously passed away on January 31, 1970.

And yet, within the next few months of 1970, in total secrecy, J. Allen
Hynek became a consultant on controversial atmospheric phenomena for
the FTD.

For the next four years, Hynek would continue to make periodic trips
from his home in Evanston, Illinois, down to Wright-Patterson—not to
page through a handful of lights-in-the-sky reports, but to clandestinely
meet with personnel, including Weinbrenner, at the super-secret FTD. Only
those closest to him even knew about these trips.Z It was only after his
passing in 1986 that we discovered, to our complete shock, the documents
he had preserved for us to find after he was gone. I suppose one could
describe these as the missing years of J. Allen Hynek—the time between
Project Blue Book and the establishment of his own civilian organization,
the Center for UFO Studies, in October of 1973.

Many have long speculated about what Hynek really knew and when he
knew it. Was he personally running interference for the Air Force because,
in his capacity as a civilian scientist, he was more believable to the public?
8 His marriage with the Air Force was rife with mutual distrust, and there
remains little in his personal files to suggest that he kept anything secret,
except that he continued to make it his life's mission to solve the mystery
of UFOs. He suspected that information was being kept from him
throughout his 20-year association with the Air Force, so it's not surprising
that he would continue to seek to gain their confidence. While Hynek's
suspicions remained strong, it appears the Air Force chose to keep him on
a short leash. We believe they truly feared what Hynek might accomplish
without the Air Force's shackles to restrict him, which serves to enlighten
us to the bigger picture here. The documentation Hynek left us shows that
although he was a willing accomplice at the time, Hynek's greatest legacy
may be that he became a true whistleblower about the government



deception—the ongoing cover-up that continued after Project Blue Book.2

Just as Wright-Patterson itself would go underground, so did the inquiry

into controversial atmospheric phenomena.?

The last known meeting between General Weinbrenner and Hynek also
included Colonel Robert Friend, a former head of Project Blue Book. The
appointment took place in early 1974. After a heated exchange, Hynek
stormed out of the room, yelling, “Patsies! Patsies! They're trying to make
us patsies all over again!”L His private secretary, Jennie Zeidman, was
waiting for him as he entered her car. He was clearly upset, and it was a
long, tense drive back to Illinois. Hynek did not say a word.12

By preserving the documents and hiding them for us to uncover later, he
essentially told us that we should all continue the search. That he was on
the right path—that the Air Force knew that he knew, and that it would
only be a matter of time before he would prove it, and they wanted to be
there when he did.

Shortly after the last exchange with Hynek, Weinbrenner was assigned
to take command of Brooks AFB in San Antonio, Texas. Nine years
before, on November 21, 1963, President Kennedy had dedicated the
School for Aerospace Medicine at Brooks to assist NASA in the study of
the physical effects of flight crashes.!2 At the time of the dedication,
Kennedy met with Major General Theodore C. Bedwell, Jr., who, from
February 1946 through March 1948, was the first deputy surgeon and chief
of industrial medicine and finally command surgeon at Wright-Patterson.
Upon Weinbrenner's arrival at Brooks, Bedwell also directed the research
at the medical laboratory.14

Upon retirement from the Air Force, Weinbrenner stayed in San
Antonio, and after breaking a hip, was moved to the Army Residence
Community Center for physical therapy and rehabilitation. He had no
children and his wife was totally incapacitated, so he befriended his
primary nurse and her husband. His maladies were strictly physical, and
according to other family members he was lucid up until the end.
Nevertheless, it was not to any family that he made any deathbed remarks.
Like so often throughout history, such final confessions are made to
someone safe. In this case, it was his nurse. Just days before his passing he
made a remark as dramatic as Clark Kent shouting out “I'm Superman!”

He told her, “We have five aliens in Utah.”12 That was all he would admit,



and he immediately dropped the subject. Finally, Weinbrenner got the
question of whether UFOs were extraterrestrial off his chest. His
conscience was clearer and he died peacefully on March 7, 2010.

While Weinbrenner was still at Wright-Patterson in 1979, film producer
and author Robert Emenegger was contacted by the Department of
Defense to do a documentary on UFOs. He was told that they approved of
his previous work and that his first military contact to discuss the project
was to be Colonel George Weinbrenner. “What is the truth about UFOs?”
asked Emenegger, as he sat in Weinbrenners's office. Weinbrenner made
some disjointed remarks about the Russians and their aircraft technology
as he rose from his chair, stepping over to a bookcase. Sliding a book from
one of the shelves, he handed it to the filmographer. “It's all in there,”
snapped the officer. Glancing through it, Emenegger realized he was quite
familiar with the author and his work. The book was The UFO Experience
by Dr. J. Allen Hynek, and inside, the inscription read, “To my good friend
George.”10



FIGURE 17.2: Schematic drawing of the Dugway Proving Grounds near Ogden, Utah;
note the lone, isolated structure at the northern end of the compound. GENE SNYDER
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ON
ASSIGNMEN
T AT
WRIGHT-
PATTERSON

“It's like the inexorable flush of a toilet; you're now
committed.”
—1J. ALLEN HYNEK, PhD

If the crash and retrieval of a flying saucer in New Mexico in 1947

actually occurred, shouldn't there be more reliable testimonies from
credible sources? The answer is yes. There should be many good reports
from solid citizens—from men and women whose credentials are
impeccable, men and women who have nothing to gain by claiming they
saw a UFO. And some of those sightings should have been made by highly
respected persons.

Brigadier General Vorley “Mike” Rexrold said that he viewed the late
Chester W. Lytle Sr., as one of the great unsung heroes of American
history—no small compliment from the likes of Rexrold, who received an
honorary doctorate in medical humanities, and served in the Office of
Special Investigation/Counter Intelligence during WWII.1



FIGURE 18.1: Chester W. Lytle, Sr. TOM CAREY

Lytle was a key player in the Manhattan Project and was with the
Motorola Electronics Company in Chicago in 1945, where he was
instrumental in their development of the radio transmitter for the detonator
of the first atomic bomb. He prepared the United States Air Force
Technical Orders in the field of special weapons and the research,
development, and manufacture of electronic and electromechanical
equipment. Among his other accomplishments, he was an active military
consultant on nuclear weapons, including warheads and their adaptation to
missiles and missile systems. As a civilian scientist, Lytle consulted for the
CIA and acquired GS-16 rating, which is the equivalent of a rank of
general in the military. Lytle had clearly earned a “need to know” status.

In the years that followed WWII, Lytle served in the government
designing and engineering communication systems for the Atomic Energy
Commission.2 It was in that capacity that he became good friends with
Major General Kenner F. Hertford, who was then the commander of the
U.S. Army Atomic Energy Department. In 1952, Hertford was part of the
general staff of the Research and Development (R&D) Division.2 Lytle
had numerous top secret projects with R&D, including radar configuration
and aircraft and autopilot design. The military called on him frequently for
national security projects at major facilities around the world—including
Wright-Patterson.*



This irreproachable source described to us an afternoon in the late 1950s
when he was working with the CIA on assignment at Wright-Patterson. All
at once, the base went on full alert as air raid sirens screamed of an
intrusion. Lytle and a number of officers were escorted into a special radio
room in one of the operations buildings. While there, as military radar and
communications personnel professionally operated at their posts, Lytle
overheard radio communications from the lead pilot of a number of
scrambled jet fighters. A lone radarscope also provided a visual for what
was about to transpire. Lytle anxiously watched as the blips on the screen
converged on a lone bogey as it approached the restricted air space over
the Strategic Air Command (SAC) facility. As the interceptors made visual
contact with the UFQ, it was then identified as a “smooth, metallic disk”
still heading in their direction. The fighters locked all weapons systems on
the intruder and prepared to engage when, as though anticipating such
maneuvers, the object took evasive action. Lytle thought this had to be a
training exercise of some sort, for it all seemed like a page out of some
science fiction novel. However, this civilian was also a highly experienced
pilot who flew spy missions with the likes of William Lear (inventor of the
Lear Jet) and Howard Hughes. There was no doubt this situation was real,
and everyone in the room remained calm and collected throughout the
ordeal. During the next few minutes, a frustrating game of cat and mouse
ensued between the fighters and the UFQO; all radio and radar information
confirmed the presence of an unknown craft, which easily outmaneuvered
our planes. After toying with our fighters, the superior craft simply
departed, and left the pilots and the observers in the radio room with a
sense of awe.

Aside from the excitement of the experience itself, what truly struck
Lytle was the manner in which all the trained personnel behaved. Everyone
around him acted as though the entire event was routine. Yet this was not a
rehearsal. From all accounts and for all of those involved whom Lytle
would speak to during and after the alert, this was a regular occurrence.
The base commander went so far as to tell Lytle that this type of activity
was common over Wright-Patterson.

Throughout the years, Lytle would hear from both military officers and
elected officials that this was indeed the case. For some “unknown”
reason, the UFOs were paying special attention to Wright-Patterson. This,



in itself, was contrary to the observation noted by none other than Edward
Ruppelt. He stated:

UFOs were habitually reported from areas around “technically
interesting” places like our atomic energy installations, harbors,
and critical manufacturing areas. Our studies showed that such
vital military areas as Strategic Air Command and Air Defense
Command bases, some A-bomb storage areas, and large military
depots actually produced fewer reports than could be expected from
a given area in the United States. Large population centers devoid
of any major “technically interesting” facilities also produced few
reports. According to the laws of normal distribution, if UFOs are
not intelligently controlled vehicles, the distribution reports should
have been similar to the distribution of population in the United
States—it isn't.

It would appear that Wright-Patterson was an exception to that rule.

Chester Lytle was often assigned to government work at Wright-
Patterson, and through the years, he became a good friend of General
Nathan Twining. On many occasions during dinner parties at the home of
the general's son Nathan Jr., Lytle would share with us personal accounts
about UFO discussions he had with General Twining. The accounts were
always based on the position that the phenomenon was real and that
Wright-Patterson was the repository for all the secrets. Lytle would
comment that he himself had a general officer rating, and that each and
every time he would ask about seeing some of the underground levels and
wondered aloud at their connection to the phenomenon, he was always met
with a stern, “Don't ask.”

Aside from his own personal experiences, the one thing that truly
sparked his interest in the subject was a serendipitous conversation he had
with none other than former Roswell base commander William Blanchard.
In February 1953, he and Blanchard, then a general, had been on
assignment at Eielson AFB near Fairbanks, Alaska. General Blanchard, as
the Eighth Air Force's Deputy Director of Operations, was there to direct
the weapons training of B-36 intercontinental bomber flight teams, and
Lytle supervised the transporting of atomic weapons from Sandia
Laboratory at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Upon



completion of their duties, Lytle was anxious to get home to Chicago since
his wife, Shirley, was about to give birth to their first son, Chet. Aware of
this, Blanchard, a “very close friend,” offered to personally fly Lytle in a
bomber to the Air Force base nearest his home. During the long flight, the
subject of UFOs came up between the two men. The Washington, D.C.,
sightings had only occurred the previous July, and there had also been
some recent sightings near Elmendorf AFB near Anchorage, Alaska.
Suddenly, the general mentioned Roswell. He then told a somewhat
startled Lytle that an alien spacecraft with four dead humanoid beings
aboard had been recovered there in July 1947.2

FIGURE 18.2: General William H. Blanchard U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Lytle later heard from another high-level Air Force source that some of
the recovered bodies had gone first to Muroc Field (now Edwards Air
Force Base) in California before eventually going to Wright Field in
Dayton, Ohio. He also said he heard about autopsies carried out on the
remains from firsthand witnesses and that the recovered craft was stored at
Wright—in Hangar 5, not in the infamous Hangar 18. “I had the highest of



clearances,” Lytle regretfully added, “but I was never allowed into the
damn building.”®

To add additional weight to this most incredible source, it was a former
chief aid of Mayor Henry Meyer, who served in Milwaukee for 20 years,
who first introduced us to Lytle back in February 1989. That man was
Richard Budelman, and he was a personal legal advisor to none other than
Dr. J. Allen Hynek. Hynek described Lytle as a “close friend” and a
“highly reliable source” on the subject of UFOs. They had often worked

together at Wright-Patterson through the 1950s.Z

Chester W. Lytle would go on to become the founder and president of
Communications Diversified, a telecommunications company in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Specializing for many years in national
defense and satellite projects, he also had the distinction of knowing every
president of the United States from Franklin Roosevelt through George W.
Bush. His stories about John F. Kennedy were priceless, but what will
always stand out is how, up until the time that he died at the age of 92 in
2004, he was adamant about what he knew to be the truth about Roswell
and the topic of UFOs in general. He also personally knew who was in
charge of the cover-up, but declined to reveal the name. He would admit
that the general officer's secretary was the wife of his Air Force security
aide when he worked with the AEC at Wright-Patterson in the early 1950s.
It should be pointed out that Lytle spent more and more time at the
residence of Nathan Twining, Jr., at his home in Albuquerque during the
last five years of his life. Coincidence??

When General Rexrold passed away in 2002, Senator Strom Thurmond
made a tribute statement on the floor of Congress, paying homage to such
a great man. It was Rexrold who had paid tribute to Lytle. We can say no

more, and consider his testimony to remain unshakable and undisputed.2

Also mentioned earlier in this chapter was Major General Kenner F.
Hertford, whom we had the distinct honor of meeting through Chester
Lytle in 1992. Hertford would then send us a statement in which he
acknowledged, “I am almost completely convinced that the object that
crashed near Roswell was composed of materials not common on Earth. I
still do not understand the veil of secrecy maintained for the last 45 years

of the arrival on Earth of an object with human-like, living beings.”1°



And after 66 years, not a single witness to the events of 1947 has
stepped forward to provide any evidence to the contrary.
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HEART-
ATTACKING
THE
WITNESSES

“My father was brutal person. He had an obsession
with ice-picks, and I think he may have used one down
in Roswell.”

—MICHELLE PENN

The specific function of the military, as described by the Constitution, is

to serve as a specific government body with the sole directive of
implementing policies—not formulating policies—that require the use of
physical force. Military personnel, because of the nature of their jobs, are
much more willing to use force to settle disputes with civilians because
they are trained in the art of warfare. It was for that very reason that in
1878 the Posse Comitatus Act was created. It prohibits the Army (and later
the Air Force) from engaging in domestic law enforcement situations,
unless they do so pursuant to lawful authority. That “lawful authority”
comes from only one person: the president of the United States.

However, with the implementation of the National Security Act of 1947,
much of that authority was transferred back to the military. President
Truman's signature also established the position of the secretary of defense
and created the National Security Council along with the Central
Intelligence Agency. The law, as it defines itself, reads: “. . . promote the
national security by providing for a Secretary of Defense (formerly



Secretary of War), for a National Military Establishment . . . and for the
coordination of the activities of the National Military Establishment with
other departments and agencies of the Government concerned with the
national security.”! In non-technical language, if an incident is determined
to be a threat to our national security, the military is fully authorized by the
government to “implement policy.” In even plainer words, use physical
force when necessary to ensure the security of the nation. Unless national
security is at stake, forget about it. The question remains: did the UFO
phenomenon fall under this authority, and did the crash at Roswell
necessitate the actions on the part of the military?

As we described in an earlier chapter, when it came to the downing of
an enemy aircraft, T-2 Intelligence was the best-equipped organization to
handle such an incident—including covering up the fact that an incident
ever occurred. Yet there was one specific dilemma always faced by the
military in any situation that involved civilians: they cannot be ordered
into cooperation. Based on our Constitution, unless the president declares a
state of martial law, the United States military has absolutely no authority
over any American citizen. Furthermore, both federal and local law
enforcement agencies are authorized to have full autonomy over all
military personnel, including officers. The uniform does not provide
anyone with a “get out of jail free” card—they are subject to the same laws
and rights that any other American citizen has. This makes it all the more
disturbing for the U.S. military to not only take the law into its own hands,
but also to apply its laws to civilians in an attempt to silence them—in a
matter that the military claimed did not involve national security! From all
accounts, this is precisely what happened in the aftermath of the Roswell

incident as the long arm of T-2 extended from Wright Field all the way to

New Mexico.2

Getting more than a little rough with people was just the style of an
Army Air Force officer by the name of Colonel Hunter G. Penn. During
WWII, Penn was the bombardier on a bomber in the 303rd Bomb Group
known appropriately as “Hell's Angels.” After the war, he was associated
with Wright Field in 1947, and before his passing he described to his
family how he had undertaken a deadly serious assignment that summer.
He explained to them that when he was assigned to Wright Field he was
ordered to “visit places around Roswell, New Mexico,” where a UFO had
crashed. Putting it euphemistically, Penn was tasked to “help manage



civilian-military affairs after the crash.” He was to ensure that an
“information blackout” regarding the event was put in force—and kept that
way. To put it bluntly, he was to question those who might know
something about the crash, and especially about recovered bodies, and
“make sure that they did not talk.” He was ordered to concentrate on
civilians, specifically ranchers, hired hands, and “simple types” residing in
the outlying areas who may have seen or heard something contrary to the
“official” cover story. Utilizing intimidation and threats if necessary, Penn
was not shy in instilling fear to gain compliance from even children and
the elderly. The matter was considered so important that, if he could not
persuade innocent civilians who were not compliant, Penn was to use
physical force, including weaponry, to enforce their silence. He confirmed
to his family that the crash near Roswell was extraterrestrial, and that they
were concerned at the time about unknown dangers or problems that might
be in the offing with the arrival of the unknown visitors. Whether they
were facing an invasion or something more benign, special agents like
Penn had the responsibility of stalling for time. All the rumors and talk that
contradicted any public statements needed to be squelched immediately.

It appears that “in the heat of battle” at the time of the Roswell incident
during the first two weeks of July 1947, the military powers that be
decided to employ “friendlies”—authority figures known to the locals in
Roswell and throughout the county. These friendlies were in the
personages of the local sheriff and the Roswell Army Air Field base
security liaison officer to the City of Roswell and their goal was to silence
the local citizenry. However, in the weeks and months immediately
following the crash, after the initial fervor had died down, the question of
how to maintain and enforce the silence of those who knew the truth
became a paramount issue. Apparently it was felt that appeals to national
security and patriotism would not be enough to achieve the desired result
of complete suppression, especially with ranchers who were not in the
Roswell jurisdiction. In the military mindset at the time, specifically with
T-2 at Wright Field, the answer was to “Put the fear of God in them.” Enter
Hunter Penn. It makes complete sense that Wright Field intelligence sent a
stranger such as Penn to New Mexico to do the really dirty work—to
intimidate or worse. An officer from the Roswell Army Air Field (RAAF)
would not have been proficient in such matters as threatening civilians.
Such an officer would still have to coexist in the community, and could be



identified and held to account; possibly arrested and criminally charged.
An outsider, on the other hand, would be infinitely more preferable. It
must be someone who has no compunction about using whatever means
necessary to get the job done, someone with no personal ties to the town,
someone who had total plausible deniability, someone who could crawl
back under the rock of obscurity; in short, someone like Colonel Hunter
Penn.

While she was growing up, Penn's foster daughter, Michelle, said she
was fearful of her alcoholic father. “He was a brutal person,” she said, and
he didn't need to tell her never to say anything about what he had
recounted to her about his “secret mission” in New Mexico back in 1947.
To this day, she is not sure why he told her, but she feels he was trying to
use fear and intimidation to control her behavior—similar to the way she
was made to address him as “Sir” as a young girl. According to Michelle,
her foster father had no qualms about being entrusted with the role of
Roswell's “Bad Cop.” In more dramatic terms, she said, “He tried to
‘heart-attack’ people!” Michelle said that her father would sometimes
brandish a military pickaxe (similar to an ice pick). She remembers that he
was obsessed with picks and believes he may have used one when visiting
the good people of Roswell who simply misidentified a weather balloon.2
Obviously, it worked, because from that moment on, Wright-Patterson
explained away most UFO sightings over the next 20 years as—you
guessed it—weather balloons.

FIGURE 19.1: Standard Ice Pick
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FROM
CLOSE
ENCOUNTE
RS TO
CRASH
RETRIEVAL
S

f there was one thing that J. Allen Hynek and Major Donald Keyhoe had

in common regarding their dedication to a solution to the UFO mystery,
it was that they were spoon-fed information from the higher-ups at the
Pentagon. Both were a constant burr in the side of officialdom, and they
just couldn't be swatted away like flies. It was better to just distract them
with the mundane. As stated before, Keyhoe refused to even accept that
UFOs were manned objects—interplanetary, yes, but actually piloted by
aliens? Not a chance. But for Hynek, there was another dilemma; he spent
19 years working from the inside only to realize early on that he wasn't
granted access to the true “meat of the sandwich,” either. In an August 16,
1976, interview with People magazine, Hynek remarked, “There is so
much nuts and bolts evidence; how do you explain things you can see on
radar? How do you explain imprints on the ground? How do you explain
something that comes along and tears off the tops of trees? How do you
explain bullets ricocheting off whatever was in the sky?” Almost 10 years
after Project Blue Book disbanded, he first heard of not only occupied
craft, but the wild possibility that some of them came down—crashed like



our own aircraft, leaving a trail of evidence that led right back to Wright
Patterson. It should be no surprise that he would recognize that it was just
one more example of how the cover-up even applied to him. And he didn't
like it.

After establishing the Center for UFO Studies in October of 1973,
Hynek hoped to get the answers he felt he deserved and had earned. But if
he couldn't get them from the government, he realized he needed to finally
acknowledge those in the civilian UFO community whom he had denied
for two decades. It was the ultimate irony that the shoe was now on the
other foot.

One of the confidants he enlisted was Len Stringfield. Surprisingly, he
admitted to Stringfield in 1974 that even after his terse rejection of
continuing Air Force suppression tactics at Wright Patterson the previous
fall, he “still had contacts” there who he “visited periodically.”* Mind you
this was after CUFOS had been established, but Hynek did not elaborate to
Stringfield.

Much to Stringfield's surprise, when he privately began to research UFO
crash retrieval cases in 1976, Hynek immediately became interested. He
wanted to speak directly with firsthand witnesses, and when Stringfield
declined due to confidentiality promises he had made, Hynek didn't like it.

It was on July 29, 1978, that Stringfield went public with his highly
anticipated research at the annual MUFON symposium, which was being
held that year in Dayton, Ohio. The conference had an all-star roster of
speakers, which aside from Stringfield, also included Keyhoe and Hynek.
It was reported that Hynek would be delayed in St. Louis and would only
arrive in time to present his own paper late that afternoon. But all attention
was given to Stringfield as he was about to open the door to uncharted
territory with his breakthrough talk entitled “Retrievals of the Third Kind:
A Case Study of Alleged UFOs and Occupants in Military Custody.” The
fireworks were about to begin.

What transpired next was a scene right out of an Ian Fleming novel.
Besieged by press right up to his presentation, Stringfield observed
unknown “suits” serious-looking men of unknown origin in the hotel
lobby, in the elevators, and even in the restrooms. One individual stepped
forward and claimed he was an intermediary for the CIA and warned him
about specific cases not to mention. And if there were to be any



disclosures about advanced technologies, Russian agents may be listening.
The gentleman emphasized that, “There could be trouble.”? These were all
very ominous and subtle threats for someone speaking out on a
phenomenon that according to the U.S. government didn't exist. Was this
some form of cruel prank? Stringfield was shaken, but proceeded to
present his controversial information mid-morning and, to everyone's
surprise, Hynek was sitting in the fifth row, causing the next three hours to
seem like an eternity. The door was finally opened.

In the midst of thundering applause, armed men rushed the stage and
two plainclothesmen physically grabbed Stringfield and rushed him
through a rear door behind the stage. “Your life's been threatened!”
exclaimed a Dayton police officer. “Our department was notified about
two threats against you: a phone call and another here at the hotel.”3
Others in suits would also join the entourage as the shaken Stringfield was
taken to the Stouffer Hotel where he was staying. Then, he was informed
that his room had been changed, his luggage already packed, and that a
woman would quickly take occupancy of his original room. Stringfield's
head whirled as he soon found himself in another room with strict orders
not to leave.

Within minutes, the stranger who claimed to be connected with the CIA
was knocking at the door. Stringfield's immediate thought was, “No one's
supposed to know I'm here.” “I told you there would be trouble,” the man
blurted. “I phoned my contact, just to let you know.”# After 15 minutes,
another uninvited visitor was at the door flashing official credentials, in the
company of one of Stringfield's colleagues. The visitor wanted a copy of
Stringfield's presentation and the audio tape of the UFO crash witness.
And just when things couldn't get any more bizarre, a note was slipped
under the door of the room now occupied by a woman who was
substituting for one of Stringfield's medical sources, for the autopsy of an
alleged UFO crash victim. Stringfield would never see the note.

After a couple of hours had passed, the all-clear was given and
Stringfield was able to join a few close friends for dinner. Still, for all of
the earlier drama, no one was able to provide any answers. Later that
evening, who should Stringfield run into as he entered a restroom, but
Hynek. Stringfield, compelled to make some comment said, “Well, I did it;



for better or for worse. What's next?” To which Hynek coyly remarked,
“It's like the inexorable flush of a toilet; you're now committed.”2

Throughout the next day until he headed for home, Stringfield was
shadowed by a security guard, and within a few days, the CIA contact
informed him that if he had “said certain things about crash retrievals,
Hynek would have taken over.”® For as long as he lived, he never got any
answers from anyone—but the threats continued. One, a monotone voice,
warned him, “You will die if you continue your research.”Z On two
occasions Stringfield received postcards from an anonymous source in
New York with drawings of a skull and crossbones in red ink. The
messages were clear, but with so many questions swirling around the
growing situation, fear and intimidation were balanced by an intensifying
curiosity; specifically, what did Hynek have to do with the entire sordid
affair? Act two was about to begin.

J. Allen Hynek's determination to learn the identities of crashed UFO
story tellers had just begun, and he would meet with Stringfield numerous
times in Cincinnati, Ohio, and in Chicago, Illinois. The topic was always
the same, and the former consultant to Project Blue Book always walked
away empty-handed. So when Todd Zechel, a former National Security
Agency intelligence operative, approached CUFOS with a high-ranking
firsthand witness to an alleged crash in Del Rio, Texas, in 1948, Hynek
took note and added it to the script of a record album project he was
consulting for at the time. At the end of 1978, Factual Eyewitness
Testimony of UFO Encounters was released. The double album was
produced by Investigative Research Associates, Inc., of Chicago and
included Betty Hill, Travis Walton, Gordon Cooper, and even former
President Jimmy Carter. Hynek added commentary throughout and led into
the recovered UFO segment by saying, “Over the years these rumors have
persisted. Hardly a week goes by without my being asked about the
crashed saucer stories. My response has always been complete
skepticism.”8 Aside from the now discredited witness Lieutenant Colonel,
Robert B. Willingham, a secondhand witness to another alleged UFO crash
was a high-ranking officer who described what was said in the company of
others about the crash of a small object at White Sands Proving Grounds in
1951. The vessel was only 12-13 feet in diameter, and one humanoid,
three to four feet in height with large eyes, was recovered from inside. Two



more bodies were discovered a short distance from the ship. There was no
propulsion system or any moving parts, which has become a common
feature in such stories. Closing the segment, Hynek added: “These people
are indeed fearful to speak candidly about their experiences, whatever they
might have been.”2 But then he took the scientific approach and asked that
anyone who had any information on such incidents should contact CUFOS
in Chicago. Officially, Stringfield had competition. Still, the witnesses
flocked to him and not to Hynek who was about to apply another tactic.

Just after having read the galley proofs to Stringfield's self-published
monograph entitled “The UFO/Crash Retrieval Syndrome, Status Report
IT” in the summer of 1980, Hynek called Stringfield to compliment him for
a “job well done.” But the good scientist was still perturbed that there still
were no named sources. “Without witnesses to back up these tales, you
forfeit your credibility,”1? complained Hynek. But he was about to make a
proposal, and it could be done with discretion, which would appease all
parties involved. This time Stringfield was listening, and a few weeks later,
the call came offering a plan that could provide legitimacy to anonymous
witnesses.

The Hynek proposal went as follows: in exchange for having full access
to the actual names and contact information of firsthand sources, a highly
regarded third party would oversee the project and have the same consent.
The full disclosure papers were to be stored in a Cincinnati bank vault with
accessibility limited to only the three. Now, it was just a matter of the third
individual coming on board—this was dubbed Project Sphinx.

What would make it convenient was that this highly heralded individual
had just spent the past eight years as a professor of aerospace engineering
at the University of Cincinnati—and he was the first man to walk on the
moon! According to Hynek, Neil Armstrong had already reviewed the
status report and would make his decision in short order. To say that
Stringfield was blown away was an understatement, but the question was,
what would his witnesses say about such a risky endeavor? They were the
ones who had much more than just their reputations at stake.

A wait that seemed like weeks only intensified Stringfield's second
thoughts about such a project. He would wonder, “How could I present a
case scenario for them (the witnesses) to compromise their positions? To
this day, I am not in the clear to disclose the name of [a] hospital in which



they worked or even the name of the city in which it is located. To breach
this trust could jeopardize the safety of myself . . . and others who have
counted on my allegiance.”.l The astronaut would have the last say. The
moon seemed so distant.

Within a few anxious days, a nearly defeated Hynek called to announce
that Armstrong had declined due to numerous outside obligations
including Chrysler, General Tire Corporation, Bankers Association of
America, Marathon Oil, Learjet, and United Airlines, just to name a few.
In addition, Armstrong also voiced reservations about the logistics of
leaving Ohio, which meant he would lack easy access to the data. As a
result, Project Sphinx died before its first breath.

Hynek, always persistent, once remarked to Stringfield, “Indeed, your
research is very important.”2 It was important enough that he would try
one last time to pry the names from such an important researcher. In
September of 1981, CUFOS held its second conference at the Midland
Hotel in downtown Chicago. In attendance along with Stringfield was this
book's coauthor, Don Schmitt. Hynek had arranged to meet privately in
Stringfield's room in the early evening on Saturday, which was the second
day of the gathering. In setting up the meeting, Hynek reminded
Stringfield that the claim of alien bodies stored at Wright-Patterson AFB
“haunted” him. A long-time Hynek friend and CUFOS associate, Dr. Willy
Smith, took Stringfield aside and suggested he “take under advisement”
the long-time distraction his work had caused Hynek. In other words, “ease
Hynek's pain” and provide him with names.

While the two once again met in one final effort to find some common
ground to proceed, fellow CUFOS associates Mark Rodeghier, Mark
Chesney, and Schmitt stood watch in the hallway outside Stringfield's
room. After an hour had passed, a totally exasperated Hynek exited the
room proclaiming, “Len, I feel sorry for you,” as he led us down the
hallway with one final sigh of exasperation, “Let's get something to eat.”
Nary a word was said beyond that. Later, we would learn that, in Hynek's
defense, he had reminded Stringfield, “You, Len, can say whatever you
wish about crashed alien UFOs publicly, but I can't. I'm a scientist! I'd be
an instant outcast in my own profession if I came out into the open in your
support.”13



It was during the Allen Hendelman radio talk show on February 8, 1984
that the two last spoke. The host of the program asked Hynek to comment
on the other guest's work. “Len is a careful, assiduous and extremely
honest man. There are so many straws in the wind to back him up, but I do
wish he weren't such an honorable person so that he would release names
to make his stories credible.”!# No greater summation of the life of Len
Stringfield and the failed, 10-year chase by Allen Hynek could have been
uttered. In retrospect, there is absolutely no doubt that both men could
have helped each other immensely. Trying to act with noble intentions may
reflect the good nature of the heart, but it is not good science. In Hynek's
defeat, we all have lost.

When he retired in 1978 as chair of the astronomy department at
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, Allen Hynek was granted
the deed to a beaten down, dilapidated observatory in Truth or
Consequences, New Mexico, not far from the eastern border of Arizona.
So, in 1984 when the opportunity to move and spend his last years in
Scottsdale, Arizona, presented itself, Hynek was ready. Once relocated, he
and his former student Elaine Hendry would trek into New Mexico and
scope out plans for renovating the crumbling facility. What none of us
knew until just after he passed away in 1986 was that he also had other
intentions; he was still chasing crashed saucer stories. Discovered among
his personal papers were handwritten notes in his distinctive flair, and
printed at the top was, “This needs to be followed up on.”2 He had been
interviewing neighbors of long-deceased Mack Brazel who had set the
entire Roswell chain of events into motion. The professor at a major
university had retired—not the scientist.

Hynek's long-awaited first book, The UFO Experience, written after the
demise of the Air Force's Project Blue Book, was selected for the Ohioana
Library Award. The category was for the best book by an Ohio or Ohio-
connected author in non-fiction. On October 27, 1973, while waiting to be
honored at a luncheon, he shared a table with—among others—his
secretary and research assistant, Jennie Zeidman, and former astronaut and
then senator, John Glenn of Ohio. Before very long, someone at the table
queried, “What about the bodies at Wright Field?” As usual, Hynek pled
ignorance. He then turned to Zeidman and coyly admitted he had “heard”
or he “knew of” a crashed saucer recovery near Holloman AFB in
Alamogordo, New Mexico. Totally stunned, Zeidman also believed she



heard him softly add the following, “Bodies had been taken to
Holloman.”16

Not wasting a moment, his secretary fumbled for note cards that she
kept in her purse and after she found one she wrote, “When did this take
place?” On the back of the card Hynek wrote, “1962?” Zeidman parried
with, “Who leaked it to you?” To which the scientist retorted in-kind with
an emphatically underlined, “The Air Force!” With that, he was called up
to receive his award while Zeidman sat dumbfound. Later, when she
hurriedly approached him, he blocked the discussion by stating, “I've
already said too much.”’? Zeidman realized that her trusted mentor was
still under a security oath, and if not for the note cards, she wouldn't have
learned what she did. Nevertheless, she knew well enough not to ask again.

Still, many wonder in all the years Hynek sought the true answers about
crash retrievals, who was he fishing for—himself or the Air Force, to
which he had sworn to provide information if and when he secured any
proof? Crash retrievals could have provided that nexus, and just as he had
always stated his argument for his remaining loyalty to the Pentagon, he
wanted to retain “access to the data.”!8 He believed he had earned the right
to be present when the truth was finally revealed. Sadly, it wasn't until the
end of his life that he realized it was all a one-way street and that Dr. J.
Allen Hynek had been taken for a ride—more like a merry-go-round ride
—that never ended. Round and round you go, and where it stops only they
know. Crashed UFOs, dead alien bodies; the search keeps you going in
circles, and we will never really know if the all-too-devoted astrophysicist
managed to jump off in time.
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LEONARD
STRINGFIEL
D AND THE
LITTLE
GREEN MEN

“The expression on its face was frozen in anguish.”

—AIR FORCE COLONEL
D'JACK KLINGER

O ur late colleague and friend Leonard H. Stringfield, who was the first

researcher to accept UFO-crash retrievals as legitimate, met with a
doctor he described as his “prime medical contact.”! What this individual
described to him were the basic physical attributes of the nonhuman
victims of these crashes.

On another occasion, Stringfield had the opportunity to converse with
another doctor who allegedly participated in an autopsy of an alien
specimen at Wright-Patterson. This new source, according to Stringfield,
provided a great deal of additional data. “From him, in time, I was able to
envision the body entire,” Stringfield said. “I learned of its internal
chemistry and some of its organs—or, by human equation, the lack of
them.”

Stringfield, working from statements from his medical contacts, was
able to draw a number of conclusions. According to Stringfield, the being
was humanoid, 3% to 4 feet tall. It weighed about 40 pounds. The skull
was proportionally larger than a human head. The two eyes were large,



round, deep-set, and wide apart. The nose was vaguely defined, with only
a slight protuberance, and its mouth was a small slit that opened only into a
deep cavity. The mouth apparently did not “function as a means of
communication or as an orifice for food ingestion. In addition, there were
no teeth. There were no earlobes or protrusive flesh extending beyond
apertures on each side of the head.” The head, as well as the rest of the
body, was devoid of hair. Its neck was slender, as was its torso. The arms
were long and thin, reaching down close to the knees, and the hands had
slight webbing between the fingers. “Skin description is not green,”
Stringfield continued. “Some claim it was beige, tan, brown, or . . . pinkish
gray, and one said it looked almost ‘bluish gray’ under deep-freeze lights. .
. . The texture was described as ‘scaly’ or ‘reptilian’ and as ‘stretchable,
elasticc or mobile over smooth muscle.” He noted that, “Under
magnification, I was told, the tissue structure appears mesh-like. . . . This
information suggests the texture of the granular-skinned lizards, such as

the iguana and chameleon.”2

FIGURE 21.1: Depiction of one of the Roswell aliens drawn by UFO crash-researcher
Leonard Stringfield; the drawing was based upon descriptions given to Stringfield by
doctors who were present during the autopsies carried out at Wright-Patterson. MRS.
DELL STRINGFIELD



FIGURE 21.2: Sketch of dead Roswell alien viewed by retired Air Force Colonel Joseph
Mondragon as drawn by Don Schmitt. DON SCHMITT

After more than a year of “negotiations,” Stringfield arranged to receive
a written statement from a hematologist who claimed to have been
involved with a nonhuman autopsy. It also described in nonprofessional

terminology the unusual anatomy. The typewritten statement went as
follows:

SIZE—The specimen observed was 4 foot 3 and % in length. I can't
remember the weight. It has been so long and my files do not
contain the weight. I recall the length well, because we had a
disagreement and everyone took their turn at measuring.

HEAD—The head was pear-shaped in appearance and oversized by
human standards for the body. The eyes were Mongoloid in
appearance. The ends of the eyes furthest from the nasal cavity
slanted upward at about a 10-degree angle. The eyes were recessed
into the head. There seemed to be no visible eyelids, only what



seemed like a fold. The nose consisted of a small fold-like
protrusion above the nasal orifices. The mouth seemed to be a
wrinkle-like fold. There were no human-type lips as such—just a slit
that opened into an oral cavity about two inches deep. A membrane
along the rear of the cavity separated it from what would be a
digestive tract. The tongue seemed to be atrophied into almost a
membrane. No teeth were observed. X-rays revealed a maxilla and
mandible as well as cranial bone structure. The outer “ear lobes”
didn't exist. The auditory orifices present were similar to our middle
and inner ear canals. The head contained no hair follicles. The skin
seemed grayish in color and seemed mobile when moved. The above
observations are from general anatomical observations. I didn't
autopsy or study the head portion in any great detail since this was

not my area of specialty.?

As originally agreed upon with Stringfield, the statement was unsigned
and had no masthead. The name of the doctor remains confidential in his
files as per agreement before Stringfield's passing in 1994.

Further confirmation of autopsies has come from another source. Dr.
Lejeune Foster, a renowned expert on human spinal-cord structures who
had a practice in San Diego in 1947, was called on to perform a special
assignment for the military. She did not travel to Wright Field, but went to
Washington, D.C., where she stayed for approximately one month. During
Foster's absence, Dr. Laura Henderson filled in for her at the San Diego
clinic.

Because Dr. Foster had worked undercover for the FBI during World
War 11, and because she already had a security clearance, she was flown to
Washington to examine the bodies retrieved near Roswell.

She reported that it was possible that one had been recovered alive.
Foster would later secretly confide to family members that she examined
two of the corpses. Her task was to examine their bone structures, which
would include the spinal cord. Comparisons would then be drawn to
human anatomy. Like the other doctors who saw the bodies, Dr. Foster
described the beings as short, with proportionately larger heads than those
of humans. She said they had “strange eyes” and that the spinal cords did
not resemble our own.



According to her confidants, Foster was very upset upon her return from
Washington. As she had been debriefed, she had been told that if she
talked about what she had seen, she would lose her license to practice
medicine and that she risked being killed. “Someone in the government is
trying to keep me quiet,” she would often say.#

In the mid-1970s a former volunteer at the Wright-Patterson Air
Museum had a rather serendipitous encounter that he will not soon forget.
Our source of information is Richard Hoffman who currently works on
classified projects for the Army Materiel Command in Huntsville,
Alabama. Hoffman had a private conversation with this individual, who
made reference to the “little fellows” hidden at Wright-Patterson at that
time. He would leave Hoffman dumbfounded with the information that

would follow.2

Our research indicates that this individual was Dr. Leon E. Kazarian, a
senior-level scientist with the Air Force Aerospace Medical Research
Laboratory at Wright-Patterson in the 1960s and 1970s. He specialized in
biomechanics, which is a field of science that studies the structure and
function of biological systems such as humans and animals. Kazarian's
specialties included spine and backbone anomalies resulting from such
factors as atmospheric flight, space flight, microgravity conditions,
radiation exposure, and the effects on crashed pilots' bodies and vertebral
columns from the physical impact. On a number of occasions, he testified
in court as an expert on accident reconstruction and injury causation. He is
also the author or coauthor of technical publications such as “Flight
Physical Standards of the 1980s,” “Spinal Column Considerations,” “Bone
Mineral Analysis in Space Flight,” and “Escape Injury Assessment,”
among numerous other reports. It should be noted that almost all such
research studies were Wright-Patterson publications, and many of them
had to be approved for release through the Defense Technology
Information Center (DTIC) of the Department of Defense.

Kazarian possessed the highest clearance given the sensitive nature of
his work; he also served as an Air Force witness and consultant in
biomechanical-related injuries. As part of his unique resume, he also
taught at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio.2

It was during the private meeting with Hoffman that the medical
scientist mentioned, “He had been to numerous crash sites, examined



beings with no backbones, and had to perform autopsies on these.”
According to Hoffman, Kazarian went on to describe his “team's work” in
studying the effects of being in a space environment on the human body,
and confessed that they had been sharing bone marrow studies with the
Soviets on the Cosmonauts who spent extended periods of time in space.
He ended the remarks with the position that his team's findings showed
conclusively that if we lived in space for generations, the newborn would
have a similar appearance to the “beings reported in UFOs.” Hoffman was
left speechless and did not have additional time to ask Kazarian a thousand

questions—not even one.”

When we called Kazarian, hoping that he would answer our questions,
he pleaded ignorance of the original incident and expressed his
bewilderment that Hoffman would claim such things. Amazingly, what he
would admit was that he too had heard talk when he was at Aero Med
about bodies being brought to Wright-Patterson years before the 1960s.

Likewise, he did not refute the story of a crashed UFO at Roswell and
has many times pondered such a possibility. The last corroboration he
acknowledged to us was that he was completely aware of NASA's
“memory metal” experiments in space. He added that such scientific study
would be “folded into existing defense research so that no one would

realize the extraterrestrial origin of the technology.”8

In 1959, the U.S. government enlisted Dr. Leon B. Visse, a French
expert on biological elements connected with cellular tissue (in other
words, DNA), for a special assignment at Wright-Patterson. Two years
prior, in 1957, one of his colleagues, Dr. Francis Crick, had demonstrated
the relationship among DNA, RNA, and proteins. A year later, research
began on proving a genetic code, and indeed, 1958 is considered the birth
of molecular biology.

At Wright-Patterson, Visse's job was to establish the histonic weight of
specific cells provided to him for testing. As the analysis proceeded, he
noted that the histonic weight of his sample was much lower than that of a
human being. Each time he repeated the procedure, the same outcome was
verified. Astonished by the consistent results, he finally asked to see the
contributing specimens. At the time, the biologist did not know if he was
dealing with a new virus or genetic organism he had never encountered



before. From the lab, Visse was taken into a secret room. There lay the
bodies of two humanoids.

Both corpses were badly mangled, as though they had been in some type
of crash. “The forehead high and broad. . . . The eyes were stretched
towards the temples which gave them an Asiatic appearance. The nose and
mouth were small. The lips were thin. . . . The chin was small and slightly
pointed. . . . The hands were human-like but slender.” The French
professor was relieved that his genetic hypothesis remained intact, and
after being sworn to secrecy, he was very happy to return to Paris and
resume more terrestrial studies.

Some 20 years later, when Dr. Jean Gilles of the French Centre for
Scientific Research (the CNRS is considered the French equivalent of
NASA) tracked down Visse, he denied the story. But, according to Gilles,
what he did concede is quite telling. Visse suggested that only a highly
qualified biologist and exobiologist could describe the details in such a
story, and he noted that the bodies exhibited a far more developed
lymphatic system than normal. In contrast, he also suggested that due to
prolonged space travel, there would be an atrophied muscular as well as

diminished cardiovascular system.2

Colonel D'Jack Klinger was a pilot who lost his plane over France
during WWII, escaped to England, and wound up assigned to Wright Field
after the surrender of Germany. A USAF flight surgeon, Klinger was once
given the duty of locating and retrieving a disabled bomber on the
U.S./Canadian border armed with nuclear weapons. His mission was
successful, and as a result, he was promoted to command a special team
that secured downed aircraft, crew or bodies, and/or weapons. This

assignment would take him all over the world—including New Mexico.?

Klinger retired in 1975 and confided to fellow executive Ronald SeCoy
of Ohio the following story: Back in the late 1940s, he witnessed and
helped document part of an autopsy performed by pathologists at Wright-
Patterson AFB. He observed two humanoids on a table—one, horribly
burned, the other appearing uninjured after a crash of some type of ship.
Each one was approximately 4 feet in length. Men moved around the body
from different angles to film and photograph the entire process. Dr.
Klinger described the eyes as having layered membranes, which were
more like “optical instruments.” The bodies were slender down to the



fingers, and there was a lack of discernable genitalia. To him, the skin
appeared “fabric-like,” and he noted that the interior of the torso and
apparent skeletal system resembled those of an insect.

Now, 30 years after reliving something so “foreign” to the human
psyche, the doctor, most visibly upset, made SeCoy promise on his word
of honor never to repeat what he just described. There was no question that
Klinger was still terrified of the government. He as much as said so. But
what haunted his memory and so riveted SeCoy was Klinger's recollection
of the badly burned body—specifically the face. He said the expression on
its face was “frozen in anguish.”1%

Klinger's story is now included with all the other stories that provide no
physical evidence and no proof, but are the culmination of circumstantial
eyewitness testimony that clearly rises beyond the mundane. Actually, it
rather approaches the germane, as surely it does for all of these
“storytellers” who have had to live with the fear of government reprisal for
speaking out about something that does not exist.

Earlier in 2013, documentary producer James Fox and screenwriter
Tracy Torme interviewed one of the former directors of Project Blue Book,
Colonel Robert Friend. During the course of the exchange, the subject of
Roswell came up. Friend remarked, “I don't know why they would have
taken burned bodies to Wright-Patterson. If they would have had burned
bodies they would have gone to Texas. They had the military burn facility
there.”12 Now, neither Fox nor Torme mentioned anything about “burned”
bodies during the discussion with the retired officer.> And what is more
intriguing is that, throughout all of our previous writings about the subject,
neither have we.
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PATTERSON
FILES

“They are not green.”

—LEONARD STRINGFIELD

he following is excerpted from Ronald Story's book The Encyclopedia
of UFOs:

POSITION STATEMENT, Leonard H. Stringfield—”In support of
the interplanetary UFO, I have new and sobering data. Since the
publication of my new book Situation Red: The UFO Siege, I have
collected and correlated data from reliable, firsthand and
independent sources that present a strong case for the retrieval by
military forces of crashed alien craft with humanoid occupants. My
data, contained in sixty pages, including drawings of the alleged
head and hands, were released in my paper, “Retrievals of the third
Kind,” at the MUFON (Mutual UFO Network) Symposium, July
1978. ... They are NOT GREEN.”



And thus Stringfield would embark on the most controversial focus of
his lifetime of UFO studies. And, as a result, he also became a magnet and
a target for all who possessed any information related to the physical
recovery of crashed UFOs. Surprisingly, his sources were impressive
indeed: three-star generals, Army and Navy officers, Pentagon officials,
both military and commercial pilots, astronauts, scientists, and engineers in
theoretical physics and quantum mechanics, as well as neurosurgeons and
pathologists, many with one common connection—their experiences
happened at Wright-Patterson.

On February 25, 1977, Stringfield spoke with someone named Pat
Mitchell who described how his late father was assigned to Wright Field
after WWII. He then apologetically went on, “I don't even know if I should
tell you this . . . it's so weird.”1 Mitchell continued that when he was a
young man, his older brother confessed an unbelievable story to him about
their father. While his father was at Wright Field, he had a high security
clearance and one night “brought home an envelope with some pictures of
little men—creatures they had in a building at Wright-Patterson AFB.”2
When Stringfield asked what became of the photos, Mitchell repeated what
he was told: the unique images were confiscated, and the obligatory threats
of suppression were issued. End of story—but not for Stringfield. With his
witness protection policy as his calling card, potential sources sought him
out.

A high-ranking military officer called Stringfield and revealed that he
had information about a possible crash of a UFO near White Sands
Proving Grounds in New Mexico, in 1948. The unknown object was huge,
approximately 100 feet in diameter and 30 feet high. The outer shell was
as thin as newspaper and stronger than any known metal, and inside were
five humanoid bodies, each four feet tall, wearing pale blue uniforms.
Logistically, the size of the craft made it difficult to transport, but
eventually all artifacts and remains were taken to Wright-Patterson for
testing and analysis.

Conversing with a “Mr. Schwartz,” Stringfield learned about a
Cleveland doctor who knew of a pathologist who specialized in blood
chemistry and had performed autopsies on three-foot-tall cadavers with

“wrap-around eyes”2 at Wright-Patterson in the late 1940s. He was assisted



by a “Dr. EL” (name on file) who was a Cincinnati neurosurgeon. Both
physicians were within a couple hours of the airbase in Dayton.

In a letter dated April 11, 1980, a Mr. James Gray wrote that he had a
friend who lived in Dayton from 1948 through 1950. The friend swore to
Gray that on one particular evening when driving back into the city around
midnight, he was startled to observe a strange object being loaded onto a
transport plane on the base. It was described as a circular object with an
aluminum finish. Base personnel could be seen concealing the object with
a canvas tarpaulin. Stopping the car, Gray's friend got out and went to a
security fence for a closer view. Unfortunately, within a few moments a
security patrol arrived and ordered him to leave the area immediately. The
witness sped from the scene as though he was under fire.

Charles Vogt was an engineer at General Electric who revealed an
incident in August or September of 1952 involving his brother. At that
time, Vogt's brother worked as a radar technician at an undisclosed facility
in California. On the day in question, they tracked an unknown “aircraft”
as it plummeted to earth within their radar coverage. Search and rescue
planes from Edwards AFB were immediately dispatched to investigate the
crash. They were shocked to discover a disc-shaped object approximately
50-75 feet in diameter. A good part of the object was scorched either from
the rapid descent or from some internal malfunction. Structurally, there
were portholes circling the disc, which were heavily damaged. The talk
after the recovery operation was that the craft contained crewmen which
were 4 and a half feet in height. Their remains were shipped to Wright-
Patterson, and the unknown craft was shipped there via truck some time
later.

On February 7, 1984, Stringfield received an unexpected call from a
man named Kelly who had information he thought would interest
Stringfield. Kelly had a close friend who had passed away just six years
before, but not before confessing that he actually witnessed six humanoid
bodies recovered from a UFO some time in the early 1950s. At the time,
“TS” (name on file) was a colonel in the Air Force, and according to what
he personally testified to Kelly, the ship and bodies were brought back to
his assigned base, Wright-Patterson, and secured in an underground
hangar. That was all he would say on the matter.



During a discussion Stringfield had with NASA aero-space engineer
John Schuessler, he learned that Schuessler's father and stepmother lived in
western Pennsylvania near a relative. The relative, who will remain
anonymous, informed Schuessler's parents that he had been a security
officer first at Wright Field and then Wright-Patterson from the late 1940s
until the mid-1950s. He worked at the base receiving area and commented,
“Everything that came into the base had to come by me. . . . it was shipped
in.”% He admitted to the elder couple that he observed a crashed UFO as it
was brought on the base on a covered low-boy truck in either 1952 or
1953. It had come down somewhere in the Southwest and it was taken into
a building for a short period of time. The relative added that he had also
witnessed several “little bodies,” which arrived in a specially built crate.

A colleague and associate of Stringfield, Charles Wilhelm, provided
him with a series of crash retrieval leads. Wilhelm was the director of the
now-defunct Ohio UFO Investigators League (OUFOIL). One incident
involved the son of a Cincinnati man who was employed at Wright-
Patterson in the late 1940s and mid-1950s. Possessing the highest security
clearance on the base during his military tenure, he confessed on his
deathbed the following account to his son. He had seen two disc-shaped
craft brought into an area where he was assigned as an MP. One of the
craft was damaged, while the other appeared unscathed. There were also
four crates packed with ice that contained humanoid beings with large
heads and slanted eyes that were four to five feet tall. According to his
father this all took place in 1953.

Wilhelm had secured the testimony of a former Air Force metallurgist
who was stationed at Wright-Patterson in 1953. “Mr. D” (name on file)
described how he was flown to an undisclosed location, then blind-folded
and helped into a waiting vehicle. Next, they drove for about 30 minutes.
Once they stopped and exited the vehicle, “Mr. D” was told to keep his
eyes covered. Being familiar with the climate and terrain of the Southwest,
he surmised that was his location as he was led into a tent and allowed to
remove the blindfold. He was surprised to see an “oddly-shaped” silver
object, 25-30 feet in diameter with a “door-way,” which was five feet high
by three feet wide. “Mr. D” would close his story by claiming to have
spent two days attempting to determine which metal alloys made up the
outer shell of the object. According to the metals expert, he failed.



Stringfield would interview a man he called “RT” (name on file) who
claimed that he had been a flight engineer at Wright-Patterson until retiring
in 1954. During the summer of 1953, he continuously overheard whispers
about what was secretly being kept in the building next to his aircraft
garage hangar. The talk centered on “alien bodies and a craft.” “RT”
described to Stringfield how the building suddenly became a hub of
activity, which was totally out of the ordinary. Covered trucks drove in and
out of the structure. Since air conditioning had yet to be installed on the
Air Force base in question, windows were now opened and the pungent
smell of formaldehyde escaped from the building. “RT” added that the
odor was overwhelming.

One particular informant, “WP,” had contacts that were especially high
up in the government. He claimed that he had “papers” hidden away that
referenced bodies and craft stored at Wright-Patterson. He also claimed
that he had seen “one of the bodies” there around 1954. He described that
it was about four feet tall and was being preserved in a round glass
container. And if that wasn't enough, he claimed to have witnessed a craft,
20 feet in diameter, also stored on the base at the same time. “As an
officer, I followed instructions, and put it out of my mind as I was told to
do so. I never kept up with the subject since leaving, but since reading
your [Stringfield's] book, my interest is more stirred up. I know the
seriousness of the situation since way back in the 1950s. I had to sign so
many damn papers, you wouldn't believe it. They took it damned seriously.
I know of a man—a non-military man—who accidentally became involved
in a retrieval operation. He came to Wright-Patt, and then he and his whole
family simply vanished. We think they were transferred out of the country,
living in Europe under an assumed name. The CIA had to be involved with
such severe treatment. Len, [Stringfield] it's a wonder that you're alive
doing what you're doing. I missed a good chance years ago, because I was
a close friend of Jack [President John F.] Kennedy. I could have asked him
about the subject on numerous occasions. I'm sure he would have said

something . . . one way or another.”2



FIGURE 22.1: Private Lloyd J. Thompson, identified only as “Tim” by Leaonard
Stringfield in his crash-retrieval monographs, was one of the first members of the RAAF's
509th Bomb Group to come forward. 1947 RAAF YEARBOOK

FIGURE 22.2: Arthur Osepchook is the last surviving crew member of the B-29
[“Straight Flush”] that Lloyd Thompson was also on and that flew several alien bodies
from Roswell to Fort Worth, Texas on 7/9/47. TOM CAREY

Stringfield received another unexpected call on May 24, 1978, from a
Sergeant “MZ” (name on file) of Grand Forks AFB. The caller claimed
that he had overheard conversations about two UFO crashes—one that
supposedly happened in Montana in 1954 and the other in New Mexico in
1958. The former military source also claimed that he was aware of a lady
on the base at Grand Forks who had a military contact who observed
numerous discs and bodies at Wright-Patterson. Like most of Stringfield's



sources, further efforts to reach the witness for follow-up questions proved
to be unsuccessful. The carrots are dangled then snatched away.

Charles Wilhelm provided additional information, this time pertaining
to his private meetings with “Mrs. NG” who had terminal cancer at the
time. The dying lady had been employed at both Wright Field and then
Wright-Patterson in the late 1940s and 1950s at the Foreign Technology
Division and possessed a top secret security clearance. Her function was to
catalog and record all foreign materials that arrived at the base for
research. In what could be construed as deathbed testimony, “Mrs. NG”
confided to Wilhelm that, in 1955, she recorded the contents retrieved
from the interior of a downed UFO. Each of the more than a thousand
components was “photographed and tagged”® for filing purposes. It was
during the tedious procedure that she was shocked to see a gurney wheel
past her with two bodies about four to five feet in length and packed in ice
or some type of chemical. The bodies were humanoid, but the heads had
slanted eyes and were disproportionately large for the rest of the body. She
would pass away six months after the confession to Wilhelm.

Another independent witness surfaced who went by the code name,
“MO” (name on file). Back in 1955, he was a warrant officer at Wright-
Patterson. On one particular night, a DC-7 aircraft arrived on the base and
“MO” observed the unloading of four crates from the cargo hull. The
wooden boxes were either open or had transparent covers, which allowed
him to see their contents. He was now about 15 feet from the forklift.
Inside each container he saw humanoid bodies, four feet in length with
oversized, “long faces.”” Later, he would talk with two crew members on
that flight who confirmed to him that there was biological cargo, and that
other crates on the flight contained physical wreckage from a UFO crash
site.

During a prescheduled discussion with someone named Med Smith,
Stringfield learned about a possible crash in the Southwest in 1957 or
1958. The unknown object was tracked on radar moving from east to west
before it went off the screen, apparently going down. Upon discovering the
crash site, Smith's source, an Air Force lieutenant colonel (name on file),
stated that the craft was transported to Wright-Patterson via a specially
configured U.S. Army “flat car” with the freight cargo listed as “rockets.”
At Wright-Patterson, the engineers had great difficulty in gaining access to



the inside of the object but when they finally did, they found four beings
that were so badly burned that their one-piece uniforms had adhered to
their skin. Like all the other accounts, they were short in stature, and their
heads were too large for the rest of their bodies. The high-ranking officer
also disclosed to Smith that he had also seen bodies in an underground
chamber that had come from numerous crashes, and that they were
preserved at a temperature of minus 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Smith said he
was later informed that some of the advanced technology from the crashes
made it into our space program.

A firsthand account from a navy captain, code name “PJ” (name on
file), would provide fascinating details about what he personally observed
inside a guarded hangar at Wright-Patterson in 1963. “PJ” was on special
assignment at the base when he saw two recovered domed discs. The
smaller one, an estimated 30 feet in diameter, was unobstructed inside the
hangar and mounted on some form of jack-stand. As a pilot, he was
familiar with aircraft and was surprised that the outer hull was seamless,
and there were no visible rivets. No dimensions were provided for the
larger “saucer.” “PJ” had only begun his assignment on the base when he
was called in for questioning by base officials. When asked what he had
seen inside the hangar, he told them exactly what they wanted to hear: “I
didn't see anything.”® Upon retiring “PJ” would become a commercial
pilot for Braniff Airlines.

Another firsthand witness came out from the shadows; a man who had
worked at the Nike Missile Site located in Wilmington, Ohio. “JK” (name
on file) claimed that he had actually seen nine, four-foot-long humanoid
bodies in 1966 at Wright-Patterson. “They were all under about one-inch-
thick glass,” he stated. He added that bright lights illuminated the
“freezers,” and that access to that area was restricted to the highest military
ranks. “JK” emphasized that “Hangar 13” was where some of the
preserved bodies were stored. He stated that there had been five crash
retrievals between 1956 and 1975, and that aside from Wright-Patterson,
the craft were stored in underground facilities at MacDill AFB in Florida,
Langley AFB in Virginia, and Seymour-Johnson Naval Training Station
just outside of Norfolk, Virginia.

A lady named Sharon (last name on file) described the situation her
husband “CI” (name on file) had while serving as an Air Force MP at



Wright-Patterson in 1972. One particular night after he had retired from his
duties for the day, he was abruptly roused from his sleep and held down
while a blindfold was wrapped around his head. Next, he was led down a
longer than usual flight of stairs and then directed down a long hallway.
Finally, the blindfold was removed and he was standing in some
underground vault. According to his wife, what he witnessed next
“dramatically affected him and left him shaken ever since.”? There,
encased in some form of glass containers, were three humanoid bodies.
Partially covered in ice, the bodies were about four feet in length, with
over-sized heads, closed eyes, and only two nostrils where the nose would
be. Their skin was off-white or cream-colored, and “CI” was very
surprised to note a growth of “fuzz” over the large craniums. Within just a
few moments, the MP was told to leave the vault and placed outside with a
machine gun and orders to shoot any unauthorized personnel who might
attempt to enter the area. The entire affair was most bizarre and made no
sense to “CI.” Still, when he left the service, he was sworn to secrecy and
told to sign a nondisclosure statement. It was his wife Sharon who finally
had enough of the secrecy and the lasting ill effect it had on her husband.

Some potential witnesses were reluctant to trust an insecure phone line
and preferred to place their faith in the old “snail mail” system. Such a
letter, dated September 8, 1978, was received from a secondhand source
named Bette Shilling. Shilling's letter referenced an Air Force officer
(name not provided) who confessed details concerning an alleged UFO
crash happening during 1973 or 1974 in Ohio. The officer added that three
bodies were recovered and that all the physical evidence was taken to
Wright-Patterson. Of special note was the source claiming that there had
been a survivor and that it was kept alive at the base for a full week.
Beyond that, the officer refused to divulge any additional details.

Michael Banks is a teacher in Cincinnati, Ohio. During a private visit
with Stringfield, Banks mentioned a missile engineer at Wright-Patterson
by the name of Joseph Butler. Butler recounted information passed on to
him from a personal friend who worked at Wright-Patterson. The incident
happened when Butler's friend was assigned to a restricted area of the base
and briefly observed a large transparent tank with three small bodies inside
what appeared to be liquid helium or nitrogen, both of which are used as a
cryogenic refrigerant. Before he could get a closer look, the tank was
quickly moved out of view.



On numerous occasions from 1991 through 1994, coauthor Don Schmitt
and Kevin Randle visited with Len Stringfield at his home in Cincinnati.
Schmitt and Randle worked together as a team at that time, given their
shared mutual interest, and Len provided valuable new witnesses for their
Roswell investigation. While the older researcher had erected an
impenetrable wall to protect the anonymity of the witnesses who had
placed their very safety and security in his hands, potential whistleblowers
quickly realized they could trust Len Stringfield to protect them—and he
did even beyond the grave. Through personal correspondence and many
hours spent on the phone, however, Stringfield, Schmitt, and Randle
established a bond. Stringfield learned that they could be trusted.

As Len's health was failing, they knew that there needed to be a plan to
deal with the disposition of all of his confidential files. All of these crash
retrieval witnesses, albeit anecdotal, needed to be investigated, and Randle
and Schmitt had the youth and tenacity to do just that. And so Len was
convinced. Part of finalizing the deal involved a meeting in Chicago at the
office of the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies on July 20, 1993.
There, Randle, Schmitt, scientific director Mark Rodeghier, and Len met to
make plans for the eventual transfer of his 20 years of accumulated crash
data. We had been chosen to continue his life's mission. Len had been
diagnosed with terminal lung cancer, and the meeting also served as a
goodbye.

Throughout the next year, as the futile efforts to hold on to some
semblance of life were failing, Schmitt had regular conversations with
Len. Instead of shop talk, Len often reminisced about his life, including
WWII. Finally in December, the gallant hero in whom so many had
confided, lay dying at a hospital in Cincinnati. Since Don Schmitt was in
the UK lecturing at the time, all efforts for one last communication
fulfilling his last wish failed. Most tragically, it didn't prevent the circling
hyenas from targeting their prey—and Len was mortified. Suddenly,
strangers became “colleagues”—where were these supposed colleagues
when he had needed support and encouragement? But now, with the most
selfish of motives, the requests started coming, “Give them [Stringfield's
files] to me. I deserve to have them.” One person called the hospital and
went so far as to say, “Len, they won't do you any good after you're gone,
so you might just as well give them to me.”1® In light of this selfish
display, all of our well-thought-out plans were destroyed, and Stringfield



made his last and final decision as to the preservation of his prized files—
no one would get them. They would remain part of his personal estate and
become the sole property of his surviving family. One last caveat was
included for his heirs: the files were to remain confidential, and they were
never to be publicly or privately divulged. The fates were not kind to us,
and all due to the poor timing of coauthor Schmitt being out of the country.
In retrospect, so much more could have been accomplished on Len
Stringfield's behalf regarding establishing the credibility of the witnesses.
Tragically, one can only wonder if the very people responsible secretly
wanted the files to remain in limbo. They knew Stringfield's reputation all
too well; the more he was pushed, the more silent he became. Their
mission, should that have been their true motive, succeeded masterfully.
Truth lost another battle, and the subterranean vaults beneath Wright-
Patterson can still be heard sighing in relief.
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THE
JAWBONE
THAT
SPOKE
MARTIAN

“The mandible is not from any creature that comes from
Earth.”

DR. SHARA BAILEY, Department
of Anthropology,
New York University

I n July of 2010, an advance copy of an NBC documentary called “Inside

Secret Government Warehouses” was presented to a select audience at
the International UFO Museum and Research Center at Roswell, New
Mexico. Without a doubt, it was the final scene that generated the greatest
buzz during the 90-minute feature. the segment showed dental
anthropologist Dr. Shara Bailey from the Anthropology Department at
New York University making the statement, “[I would] bet my career that
it is not from a primate,” and this drew the most vocal reaction.! The
documentary attempted to identify a strange and unidentifiable bone that
was cast from a mold made from an actual piece of bone 30 years earlier,
and this was the fourth such scientific validation of its non-primate origin.
This section of bone was apparently kept at Wright-Patterson AFB and has
only surfaced one time—that we know of.



FIGURE 23.1: John Mosgrove at the time of his “dental incident.” DON SCHMITT

John Mosgrove, now in his 80s, still works as a dental technician in
Dayton, Ohio. Back in October 1979, he worked on the fourth floor of the
Brown Veterans Hospital, which is just 30 minutes from the front gate of
Wright-Patterson. For more than 60 years, he has been contracted by local
dentists, and he was honored for developing an effective system to more
accurately X-ray patients being fitted for mouth appliances. It is because of
Mosgrove that millions of dental patients are now exposed to less radiation
in these procedures. John Mosgrove tells an amazing story.

It was a routine day, as Mosgrove resumed his lab assignments just after
lunch break when the chief of staff of the dental clinic walked in with an
urgent request. The doctor unwrapped a thoroughly packed box, and then
removed what appeared to be a standard mouth impression of an anterior
front portion of a mandible. At first glance, it seemed to be a cast made for
procedural lab purposes—strictly routine. However, Mosgrove was
instructed to immediately put aside all other work and attend to the late
arrival. The doctor said, “You are not to make any record of this project. In
other words, the events surrounding my visit and those to follow never
happened.”



Mosgrove accepted the confidential work and went to the sink to rinse
off any blood, saliva, or debris normally present on such a relief. Instantly,
he noted not only the absence of bodily fluids, but more importantly, upon
examining the piece, he realized it was not plaster or any other casting
material; it was real bone. Whose bone? What's bone? It resembled no
human jawbone he had ever seen before.

What also fascinated him was his next thought: “My God, this is
edentulous [without teeth] because there is nothing but bone here.” He
proceeded to cast a mold from the bone using Kwik Set plaster, and after
the relief quickly solidified, it was rinsed and examined for any defects. As
he studied it again, he became even more puzzled by it. Mosgrove said,
“I've never seen anything like it before or since. At first, yes, I felt
excitement, but as reality set in, fear took over . . . a fear of something that
I wasn't supposed to know about.” He immediately remembered how the
head of the clinic sternly warned him to “forget what you've seen.”

FIGURE 23.2: Plaster cast of the “Martian” jawbone; note the V-shaped dental arcade;
humans have parabolic dental arcades, while living apes have U-shaped dental arcades.
TOM CAREY



FIGURE 23.3: Drawing of one of the possible Roswell aliens; note the V-shaped
mandible [lower jaw]. DON SCHMITT

Within a day, the same doctor returned to retrieve Mosgrove's work and
the original mandible. First, he went to the work table and separated the
tray from the model. Pleased with the results, he next took it over to the
model trimmer, trimmed off the flash around the edges and then polished it
up. Satisfied with the replica, the doctor then took the template, broke it in
his left hand, and then tossed it in a trash receptacle. He briefly looked
around the lab table and, confident that there remained no evidence, started
to exit the room. Mosgrove tried to get an answer. “Doctor, wait a minute.
I've got to have the prescription order.” He looked back and said, “John,
you never worked on this, you've never seen it, and you never talked about
it.”

Nothing more was said as the doctor departed. Mosgrove was not
satisfied and followed from a distance. They reached the first floor, and the
doctor walked out through the main door. Mosgrove watched through one
of the windows in the reception room as two uniformed officers
approached the doctor on the sidewalk. One of the men was a major and
the other was a colonel, whom Mosgrove recognized from Wright-



Patterson AFB. After exchanging a few words, the ranking officer took the
original and the reproduction from the doctor. He placed both into a
container and then into his briefcase, snapping it shut. The two officers
then shook the doctor's hand and hastily left the area.

As Mosgrove quickly retreated back to his lab, he noticed another
oddity. “After they left, I went from the office to see if anything else
happened. I walked from the laboratory all the way down to the chief of
staff's office. Now, along the corridor they have examination and surgical
rooms. There was not a soul on the floor. No patients, no doctors, no
nurses, no hygienists . . . nobody was on the floor. That was very unusual.”

The lab technician kept thinking back to why Air Force officers would
enlist the lead dentist at their hospital for such a clandestine mission.
Wright-Patterson has its own medical facility and laboratories, which are
second to none. Why risk entrusting someone outside of their authority—
unless the risk would have been even greater on base, what with all the
rumors. This jawbone would certainly have fueled the fire. Mosgrove
could not help but wonder if the rumors at the base were true. What if he
had held proof right in his own hands?

Based on his experience in his profession, he concluded that the bone
had been around for quite a number of years. The mandible was quite
pitted and completely dehydrated. The sample showed signs of bone
fragmentation, which, to Mosgrove, also suggested a “terrible hit to the
face, like slamming into something.” But whatever the trauma, it had not
broken the mandible. In addition, what could have happened to the teeth?
In their place, someone had inserted what appeared to be round pegs or
posts into the gum tissue. This may have been done to either prop open the
mouth during examination or reinforce the damaged jawbone. What also
bothered Mosgrove was that the doctor, in a very deliberate way, crushed
and then trashed his impression. Although it was broken into pieces, the
highly skilled dental technician was able to retrieve the discarded sections.
He reassembled them, made a new impression from his original, and
finally poured another relief to create his own cast. Mosgrove is confident
that it is almost identical to what the Air Force officers salvaged. Although
he had been warned to treat the entire incident as though nothing had
happened, Mosgrove remained convinced that this was something

extraordinary.? He just needed an expert opinion on what, if not a human,



the jawbone could have come from. He recalled a newsman mentioning a
top-level UFO meeting held at Wright-Patterson the year before; he
seemed like someone who would listen.

The late Carl Day was a Dayton staple for 30 years as a news anchor for
both NBC and FOX affiliates. He has the distinction of receiving more
awards than any other Ohio broadcaster, including seven Emmys. Day was
inducted into the National Broadcaster's Hall of Fame in 1989. In 1998, he
became a member of the Broadcasting Hall of Fame, and in 2009, he was
named to the Dayton Walk of Fame. After his passing in 2010, the
Associated Press renamed its Outstanding Achievement Award the Carl
Day Award for Outstanding Achievement. Clearly, John Mosgrove could
not have contacted a more outstanding journalist.

Day wused his many connections to enable anthropologists,
archaeologists, and forensic dentists to examine the mandible, and they all
arrived at the same conclusion. With every new analysis, Day became even
more intrigued by the story and began to associate all the local rumors he
had nonchalantly dismissed before as being part of a pattern. This created
new suspicions that pointed to Wright-Patterson, and if there originally
was a jawbone of something that was not human stored there, what had
become of the rest of the body? Ironically, the silence coming from the
base presented Day with an opportunity the secret-keepers could not have
imagined.

When Carl Day was invited to speak at a luncheon of Air Force officers
from the base, he knew that timing was everything and that was his
opportunity; at the appropriate moment, he held up an illustration of a
typically described life-size alien face. What happened next was something
only someone like Day would do. While still displaying the drawing, he
took Mosgrove's mandible from his jacket like a magician and held it in
front of the mouth area. It lined up perfectly. Not only were the brass in the
room muttering among themselves, but later they would express how
displeased they were with the ambush. Anticipating such a reaction, Day
had covered himself; his bosses back at the TV station knew what he was
about to do. Instead of laughter, Day was met with controlled anger from
the officers.2 What other public reaction could they make in front of an
elite member of the press?



Someone had to be watching Mosgrove or had a file on him. After all, it
isn't every day that a couple of officers slip a mandible bone, kept for God-
knows-what reason, out of Wright-Patterson to have a copy made by an
outside dental lab. Maybe they were using them as paperweights. We don't
mean to belittle the situation with Mosgrove—he would soon receive an
anonymous call from a man who sternly informed him that if he proceeded
to talk about “certain things” his well-being and that of his family would
be in jeopardy. The caller went on to say that they could also ruin his
reputation.

Because of the seriousness of what was clearly a death threat, the replica
of the mandible given to Carl Day was locked away in a bank security box
for the next 30 years—that is, until we were contacted by NBC, asking us
to get a film crew into Wright-Patterson. (Details of that project are in the
final chapter.) We later suggested including Day for an on-camera
interview, since we were quite familiar with his Wright-Patterson research
and he had been an admired personal friend of ours for almost 20 years.
Much to our surprise, we had no idea what he had preserved in that bank
box. As expected, NBC was thrilled that he was willing to provide the
mandible impression for renewed scientific examination with the hope of
finally identifying it. The mandible was about to make its television
début.4

NBC arranged for six more experts in an attempt to match the
impression with any known species on this planet. The position statements
all agreed with Dr. Bailey from New York University, which has one of the
largest collections in the United States, including more than 2,000 primate
casts in its Anthropology Department. To date, all who have been
consulted agree that:

1. The mandible was definitely cast from an actual skeleton.
2. It definitely displays gum tissue.
3. No comparison can be made to any existing humans or primates.

Dr. Bailey added, “The mandible is not from any creature that comes

from Earth. That's for sure.”> We believe those two officers at Wright-
Patterson felt the same way.

POSTSCRIPT



Six years after the incident, in 1985, John Mosgrove's daughter Kathy
disappeared in Corpus Christie, Texas. She had a five-year-old son at the
time and didn't come into work that day. She was last seen getting into the
vehicle of a stranger outside of her home one evening. Aside from her job
and home, she had a boyfriend and a car, and didn't pick up her last
paycheck. Her son was safe at home at the time and was not harmed.
Kathy (Mosgrove) has not been seen or heard from again.
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IN THE
SHADOWS
OF GHOSTS

“Jeff, I don't care if you have four stars ... Don Schmitt
is not getting on this base.”

—COLONEL JEFFREY THAU

More than a million visitors a year tour the world-famous Aviation
Museum at Wright-Patterson to get a glimpse of rare aircraft,
prototypes, and even a captured Soviet MiG fighter. It features the history
of manned flight and our amazing journey to escape Earth's gravity and put
a man on the moon. The past hundred years have demonstrated a
remarkable and courageous effort by many individuals to experience the
magic of flight. The museum serves as a proud testament to what human
ingenuity is capable of in just a short span of existence on this planet.

Unfortunately, the same can hardly be said about the 23 years that
Wright-Patterson was the headquarters of government-sponsored UFO
investigations. True, there is a UFO exhibit at the museum, in the form of a
single glass case, displaying fake UFO photos, hoaxed artifacts, a blob of
melted plastic, a large block of cinder, and a metal ball contraption with
radio tubes and wires—clearly painting the picture that the subject has
been reduced to sideshow status. As an extra attraction, there is a massive
collection of Project Blue Book summary papers, a copy of the Condon
Report, and the National Academy of Sciences' support of Condon's
controversial mangling of the topic. Also on display is a chronological
listing of notated status reports—replete with all the original negative and



dismissive remarks. There is also an engineering attempt to demonstrate
how the very shape of a UFO is aerodynamically infeasible and how
unlikely it would be for it to maneuver in atmospheric flight. The hallmark
of this jaded exhibit is the assertion that the Air Force never found any
reliable evidence or witnesses to support the theory that UFOs represented
any technology beyond our own.

Is this rudimentary exhibition really the end result of 23 years of tax-
funded investigation? The words, “The Air Force isn't hiding anything”
ring false, especially given this attempt to relegate the subject of UFOs to
the realm of absurdity. The Wright-Patterson fact sheet states, “There are
not now nor ever have been any extraterrestrial visitors or equipment on
WPAFB.” Based on their shameful UFO display, it seems such

extraterrestrials would have had a difficult time even crossing the street.

FIGURE 24.1: The U.S. Air Force Museum and Visitors Center at Wright Patterson Air
Force Base in Dayton, Ohio U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Let's advance 40 years after Project Blue Book recorded its last sighting
explanation. In January of 2010, NBC News and Peacock Productions
contacted us about consulting on a news documentary about underground
government facilities. We were asked to secure permission for a film crew
to enter Wright-Patterson base proper and interview a base representative
on camera discussing the base's history and the importance of a number of
facilities. Specific buildings were named, including Foreign Technology



Division, Buildings 620, 45, and 18, and Hangar 23. The producers, who
included Larry Landsman and Kimberly Ferdinando, were aware that we
had been to the base with film crews in the past. It was believed that we
should have no problem—especially acting on behalf of NBC. It all should

have been routine.2

For years, we had heard about a vast portion of the base being
underground—all the underground bunkers and tunnels large enough for
the passage of trucks, the manmade hills in Area B, and large hangars with
no windows. (Those that once had them were painted over.) On the
numerous occasions we had been on the base, we observed clusters of
ventilation pipes coming out of the ground with no buildings around them.
We noted large open areas with what obviously were heavy metal doors
going into the side of a hill. There were “Road Closed” signs all over and
we were told that the Propulsion Research and Development building had
a walkway/ramp that led to an underground door. We had also heard about
the underground refrigerated rooms for the storage of old acetate film,
which we assume is because it becomes combustible when stored at
normal temperatures. Along with Stan Friedman, we even listened to the
son of the German engineer who described his design for a vault under the
base's nuclear reactor. We all thought it was a bizarre place for such a
chamber, as did his father.2 For decades, Carl Day, Len Stringfield, Stanton
Friedman, and numerous others have taken the testimony of witnesses to
UFO sightings. Navy photo analyst Dr. Bruce Macabbee informed us
about a military photographer who was assigned to Wright-Patterson in
1971-72 after his return from Vietnam. He described, “On one occasion
we did some filming underneath one of the flight lines where there were
acres of storage areas, all underground. We saw two C-124S down there,
but never figured out how they got them down there. There was a huge
museum storage area and it would be very easy to hide just about anything
in there. None of this was visible from the surface, save for some
ventilation and an auxiliary power generating system.”# So all the talk and
all the rumors had finally caught the attention of NBC.

For the record, Wright-Patterson denies that any such underground
levels even exist—or ever have. With nothing to hide, they should not have
an issue with us coming back with the media. Besides, our current



information is that if there had indeed been any UFO physical evidence at
Wright-Patterson, it had all been cleared out by the mid-1980s.

When we contacted Daryl Mayer, the base public affairs liaison, with
NBC's request, we were surprised that on this occasion we were referred to
Russell Maheras of Air Force Entertainment out in Hollywood. After
providing our proposal and jumping through an exorbitant number of legal
hoops, we were asked to shorten the scope of our production. Even when
we trimmed down to a single camera operator with NBC news
commentator Lester Holt, we were still rejected.5 Mabheras informed us
that “[i]f a unit declines to support a documentary request, Air Force
Entertainment doesn't approve.”® To say we were dumbfounded would be
an understatement. The March 2010 filming date was looming, and after
six denials, we made one last attempt.

Retired Air Force Colonel Jeffrey Thau is a former deputy commander
of Wright-Patterson, a graduate of the War College, and currently a
consultant for the DOD in major weapon system acquisition and
development. He has an office not only at the Pentagon but also at his
former base in Dayton. Serving more than 30 years in the military, he is
now the president and head CEO at American Aerospace. “Colonel
Jeffrey,” as he is called, is also a good friend to coauthor Donald Schmitt.
“Jeff, they're not letting me on the base,” Don told him. “Can you see what
you can do ASAP?” Again, we assured the network's executive producer,
Gretchen Eisele, who was also petitioning the base for the green light, that
we would make the deadline.Z Colonel Thau's initial efforts were a repeat
of the same protocol we had already followed, to no avail. He, too, was
rejected, and he attributed the problem to “entrenched bureaucracy.” Even
the offer to provide them with final review and editing approval was
turned down. The days were running out.

We had one final idea: the colonel would personally ask the base
commander for special permission. We went to the very top, hoping that he
would waive all the red tape and, out of professional courtesy, open the
door for a fellow officer. The remaining days to deadline passed, and at
last the call came from Colonel Thau with the ultimate decision. After
explaining to Don Schmitt that everyone in the base commander's office
“knew who you were,” he recounted the general's final determination:
“Jeff, I don't care if you have four stars . . . Don Schmitt is not getting on



this base.”® As he apologized for having failed to help Schmitt with his
request, Schmitt couldn't help but smile to himself as he thought about Dr.
Hynek somewhere doing the same.
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John Mosgrove, telephone interviews, March 2010-March
2013.

. Carl Day, personal interviews, 1994, 2010. E-mail

correspondence 2005, 2008, 2009, and 2010.

. Larry Landsman, telephone interview, January 2013.
. Larry Landsman, telephone conversation, March 2010.

CHAPTER 24
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Personal tour, National USAF Museum, Dayton Ohio,
1994, 1997.

Larry Landsman (producer, NBC/Peacock Productions,
New York), telephone conversations, January, February,
March, and April 2010.

. Larry Landsman and producer Kimberly Ferdinando,

personal meeting, Dayton, Ohio, March 2010.

. John G. Tiffany interview with Stanton Friedman and

Donald Schmitt, Louisville, Ky., August 1991.

. Daryl Mayer, telephone conversations, January, February,

March 2010.

. Russell Maheras, telephone conversations, February,

March 2010. We were concerned that, unlike previous
occasions, we were referred to Air Force Entertainment in
Hollywood, California. However, in each conversation
with Mr. Maheras, he insisted that officials at Wright-
Patterson would make the final decision. It was Air Force
Entertainment's function simply to draw up an actual
filming schedule. This was contrary to what we heard



N

from the public relations people at Wright-Patterson, who
always stated the decision rested with Maheras.

. Gretchen Eisele (executive producer, NBC/Peacock
Productions, New York), telephone interview, February,
2010

. Colonel Jeffrey Thau, telephone conversations, March and
April 2010; personal interview, June 2011. When Colonel
Thau called to give me the bad news, he started out by
saying, “Don, I have a new quote for you.”
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