	
	
	




TITLE:  THE MIRACLE OF MERCY

SESSION THREE:  MERCY HELPS THE HURTING

KEY VERSE: Your own soul is nourished when you are kind.
                            
									Proverbs 11:17 (TLB)
						                                                                                                                                                                      
THREE RESPONSES TO PEOPLE IN NEED



· I keep my ____________________________________________. 


                    “There was once a man who was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead.  It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he saw the man, he walked on by on the other side.”

                                                                                                           Luke 10:30-31 (GNT)
                                                                                            
· I’m curious but _____________________________________________________.


                 “In the same way a Levite also came there, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by on the other side.”
                                                                                                          Luke 10:32 (GNT)

                                                                                                                                                                                         
· I get close enough to _______________________________________________.


                  “But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity.  He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to an inn, where he took cate of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper.  ‘Take care of him, ‘he told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you spend on him.”’ And Jesus concluded, “In your opinion, which one of these three acted like a neighbor toward the man attacked by the robbers?” The teacher of the Law answered, “The one who was kind to him.” Jesus replied, “You go, then, and do the same.”

                                                                                                Luke 10:33-37 (GNT)
Mercy takes action where others take off.  Mercy isn’t afraid to get its hands dirty.  Mercy is about helping people, no matter who they are, what they look like, or where they come from.  Serving others and following Christ go hand in hand.

FOUR STEPS TO SHOWING MERCY


· I must __________________________________ of people around me.


Mercy always begins in the eyes.  You have to see the need before you can meet the need


                     “When [the Samaritan] saw the man, he felt compassion for him.”

                                                                                                        
                                                                                                     Luke 10:33 (NLT)

                        
                      Do not look out only for yourselves.  Look out for the good of others also.

                                                                                                     1 Corinthians 10:24 (NCV)


· I must ______________________________________ with people’s pain.       


You see pain with your eyes, but you sympathize with your ears.  Sometimes the greatest way to serve someone is just by listening.


                       Stoop down and reach out to those who are oppressed.  Share their burdens, and so complete Christ’s law.

                                                                                        Galatians 6:2 (THE MESSAGE)

           He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.  When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.

                                                                                        2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT)

            Be merciful to those who doubt.

                                                                                        Jude 1:22 (NIV)
                                                                                               
 
· I must __________________________________________ and meet the need.


          Never walk away from someone who deserves help; your hand is God’s hand for that person.  Don’t tell your neighbor, “Maybe some time other time” or, “Try me tomorrow,” when the money’s right there in your pocket.

                                                                                  Proverbs 3:27-28 (THE MESSAGE) 

          “It so happened that a priest was going down that road.”

                                                                                 Luke 10:31 (GNT)
                                                                                                                                                          
Ministry opportunities are usually unexpected.  In order to seize the moment, you must be willing to be interrupted.  What often seems like a coincidence in your life is really a God-engineered encounter.  If you wait too long to respond, you might miss the moment.

Mercy touches the untouchable and loves the unlovable.


· I must _______________________________________ whatever it takes.


There is always a cost to kindness.  There is always a sacrifice.


                     If you feed those who are hungry and take care of the needs of those who are troubled, then your light will shine in the darkness, and you will be bright like sunshine at noon.  The Lord will always lead you.  He will satisfy your needs in dry lands and give strength to your bones.  You will be like a garden that has much water, like a spring that never runs dry.

                                                                                              Isaiah 58:10-11 (NCV)


                      Your own soul is nourished when your kind.

                                                                                             Proverbs 11:17 (TLB)

                      “Blessed ate the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

                                                                                             Matthew 5:7 (ESV)

                      Faith that does nothing is worth nothing.
                                                                                            James 2:20 (NCV)          
                              
DISCOVERY QUESTIONS:                       

1.) Share a time in your life when other believers brought you comfort or met a need. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.)  Today’s memory verse says, “Your own souls is nourished when you are kind” (Proverbs 11:17 TLB).  Share a time when you found that to be true in your life.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3.)  What can you do with what you’ve been through? The Bible says, “[God] comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others” (2 Corinthians 1:4 NLT).  What comfort has God given you when you were going through troubles? How can you share that comfort with others who are hurting? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4.)  The Good Samaritan teaches us that ministry opportunities are usually unexpected, so we must be willing to be interrupted.  Think of a time when God engineered an unexpected ministry opportunity just for you.  How did you know it was God-engineered?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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