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JULY 2020 MEMBER SURVEY RESULTS
MARGARET KILANSKI

Hello everyone. The ETGMS Board of Directors (BOD) wants to thank everyone who took the time to complete the
survey. We very much appreciate your feedback and are thrilled to see all the support you have for ETGMS! Your
responses are definitely helping us set a directional course for our club during these challenging times.
We had 53 responses to the 135 email invitations sent. The short recap is:
• The vast majority still have an interest in participating in club events such as monthly and sub-group meetings, field
trips, classes, events, and lab time.
• While there is an interest in all our events, we have a considerable number of responses that are not comfortable
attending in small groups or classes at the clubhouse until the current number of positive cases has flattened out in
Tyler/Smith County.
• In July, we scheduled a critter making workshop, but only four members attended. Three were Board members.
• The July field trip had a little better turn-out in 5, two of whom are on the Board.
• We are not surprised at the number that indicated that the vast majority of other clubs our members are involved in
are not meeting or have switched to Zoom or another video conferencing tool for the undetermined future.
Your BOD will continue to monitor the number of active/new virus cases in our area and advise the membership of
meeting/event schedules accordingly.
There were a few interested in Zoom meetings, but at this time the BOD has decided not to go down this path. The
BOD is currently planning an October meeting with oral auction and open house.
We got high numbers interested in seeing videos from sub-groups and/or club members if we would not be meeting
in person. We had several offers to make a video for the club members. If you are one of these folks, please contact
Margaret for the video specifications.
The BOD is in the process of reaching out to those individuals who offered to help in specific areas – Facebook,
Instagram, website, newsletter, and videos. If you have an interest in a specific area, please contact any BOD
member.
Take care everyone!!
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What's
Going
on with
ETGMS.org

Board of Directors Activities

Julia Toombs, Secretary • Margaret Kilanski, Webmaster

March seems like such a long time ago. The Board of
Directors (BOD) has missed seeing everyone as much
as you have. Since we last met, the BOD has been busy
keeping the business side of ETGMS moving forward via
emails and meeting in person when necessary. One of the
pressing items for the BOD has been creating a plan to
manage the club finances in the event some or all our fundBy Margaret Kilanski
raising events are significantly impacted or cancelled. Two
of the Arts & Crafts Fairs we normally participate in later this
year have already been cancelled for 2020. The BOD made
the decision not to go forward with the remodel of the clubhouse until such time as our club finances are more stable. We
are optimistic we will be able to go ahead with our annual show.
Once the stay-at-home order was lifted and we were able to get some direction from local government on how to hold
our club meetings, it became apparent that we needed to make more room in the clubhouse for meetings. The six-foot
distancing rule was going to be challenging if we wanted to have more than 20 people. We identified several items that
needed attention. Clubhouse organization topped the list, followed by the sale and/or storage of equipment and storage of
items used for the annual show. To provide more storage we are in the process of acquiring and installing a 20-foot, onetime use, waterproof ocean container with security lock to house the 24” oil saw and bulky items used only once a year.
Moving these items to the container will open up floor space in the meeting room to allow for the six-foot distancing rule.
We are also in the process of setting up several metal shelving units to better organize the items that will remain in the
clubhouse. Lowe’s gave us a good deal on metal shelving units, and we have purchased eight for different areas. It is the
Board’s intention to have the meeting room cleaned up and organized, per social distancing, by October 5 for our annual
live auction. We would like to have an open house, as well.
I know some of you are probably wondering about our annual show in January. At this point, the Rose Garden Center is
reserved for us, and we plan to go forward with the show. However, state and/or local governments could tell us “no” with
little notice. But we hope to see you, our vendors, and the public, even with restrictions. Among the surveys, we had a great
response from people wanting to support the club at the show, and we are really going to need your help!
In July, the BOD was very busy filling in the roles for newsletter publication, among other spots. In this issue, you will find
an introduction to our new editor, Sarah Hawthorne. Other roles include Ed Grounds joining Fred Mahaffey as ETGMS
Facebook administrator. Karen Nance joins Margaret Kilanski in administrating the Instagram account. Additional roles are
still in the process of being filled. Stay tuned for updates.
Richard Armstrong requests that you fill out his survey about the Gemology sub-group. Margaret has written up a summary
of the survey results relating to the club, in general. Most members do not want to gather until the positive COVID numbers
in Tyler/Smith County have leveled out, and masks are not required.
Please keep in mind that in December we have our election of officers, Christmas party, and gift exchange. We do not want
to cancel this. Let us end the year on a happy note and move towards a much better 2021.
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ANNOUNCING OUR
NEW EDITOR
BY JULIA TOOMBS

I want to introduce you to Sarah
Hawthorne, our new Rock ‘N’ Rose
editor. When I introduced myself
to Sarah, I said her name sounded
familiar, but I could not put a face to it.
She explained why our paths had not
crossed.
Sarah joined ETGMS two years
ago but, like many of us, life took
precedence: Her Mom’s health is
failing, and she lives over an hour
away. She has been to one club
meeting and on three field trips. She is
hoping life will slow up someday soon.
Sarah inherited her love of
rocks and rockhounding. Her greatgrandfather was a huge rockhound
and built his own rock saw. It is now
in her possession. She has two
truckloads of his collection, only a
small portion of what he acquired. Her

mom loves to tell the story of Sarah,
at age three, filling the car floorboard
with rocks from a hotel and being
disappointed when she had to put
them back in the hotel’s flower beds.
Her other grandparents used to bring
her rocks from their Colorado trips,
before she was five. As a child she
loved rocks and still does.
Sarah is quite athletic─enjoying
gardening, hiking, mountain biking,
kayaking, and the gym when she
cannot be outside. I am sure her eyes
are always down looking for interesting
rocks. She has a side business of
releasing doves at funerals, runs
a Facebook garden group, and a
Christian grief group.
Her career talent is inherited
too, she started working in graphic
design in her parents’ sign shop in
1994. In 1998, Sarah started working
with a T-shirt screen printer and did
this for almost nine years. In 2007,
she started working at Foretravel
Motorcoach, designing their travel
magazine, advertisements, and signs.
She also managed the website and
design graphics for their 45-foot motor
coaches.
In 2004, Sarah married Jason, the
love of her life and former Navy SEAL.
In 2007, tragically, she lost Jason to
pneumonia just eight weeks after the
murders of his sister and nephew.
She spent the next ten years in court
getting the killer of her sister-in-law
and nephew sent to prison. The case
was on Dateline. On the bright side,
shortly after Jason’s passing, Sarah
found out she was pregnant. Her
daughter Sydney was due on Sarah’s
birthday but was a few days late.
Sydney is ten now and more artistic
than Sarah.

More artistic!!! That is good news!
Maybe we will see them at a critter
workshop making those or silent
auction items. So, with that exciting
news, here is a little about Sydney.
She and her mom worked the kids’
dice game last year and she loved all
the critter rocks. More recently, she
has gotten into painting and Sarah
is swimming in painted canvases.
Sydney participates in her local
Rock Hunt where people paint rocks
and hide them around town. The
group have a Facebook page where
members post when a rock has been
hidden. Sydney has painted many
rocks for it. Maybe she will paint some
for the kids’ games.

Sarah has a lot of experience in
creating, populating, and distributing
electronic information and advertising
documents. Part of her work job is
putting together a 40+ magazine that is
published four times a year. She uses
professional grade publishing software
and will need to create a new format
for the Newsletter. She will make it as
similar as she can.
Remember, when you have written
an article, send it to jltoombs@
suddenlink.net so I can proofread it
and send it to Sarah. Just pictures
of a project, group field trip, personal
field trip like a vacation, or anything
else relevant will need to be properly
captioned and sent directly to Sarah. If
you have pictures and an article, send
it to me. (Even I miss things when I
proofread my own work.) The 10th of
the month is still the deadline. Thanks.
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Passing of a Member
By Julia Toombs

It is with sadness that I report the
passing of Ed Beene, a long-time member of ETGMS. He and his wife Vivra Patricia (Pat) moved to Longview several
years ago. Terry and Geva Roberts
and Kinney and Vicky Polve are good
friends. When I asked Pat if it would be
alright to write an article on Ed’s life, she
sent me the following information. She
said Ed would have liked the idea.
Ed met Pat in 1964 when he was with
the United States Air Force (USAF). He
handled all the supplies for the civilian
schoolteachers. Pat was the only British
teacher with the American Independent
School System. They married in 1967.
Before their move to California in 1968,
they spent some time in London. At a
craft booth on Carnaby Street, Pat spotted a jeweler making rings from piles of
semi-precious gemstones. She chose a
chunk of pyrite. Ed mentioned that they
were leaving the next week for California. The guy tossed her chosen chunk
back into the pile and said, “You don’t
want to get this here. Where you are
going, you can walk out into the desert
and find your own.” This is how they got
into rockhounding and lapidary work.
After settling into their home in
El Centro, California, they joined the
Imperial Valley Gem and Mineral Society. They learned all they could about
recognizing, collecting, cutting, and
polishing rocks. They were hooked!! Ed
was president for three years, and Pat
was secretary for about the same length
of time. They added to the family with
the birth of a daughter.
Five years later they moved to Mesa,
Arizona, and joined the Gem and Mineral Society in Phoenix. They went on
several field trips and learned a bit more
about lapidary work. Ed retired from the

USAF in 1975.
They moved to his home just outside
of Henderson, bringing along several
thousand pounds of rough rocks from
California and Arizona. They soon
joined the East Texas Gem & Mineral
Society and were members for a while
but lacked the time to travel to quality
gemstone sites. At some point, Ed went
to work for Texas Kenworth Truck Company and was there for over 11 years.
He went to work for Walmart in 1992 at
the small Henderson store and retired in
2015 from its Supercenter.
Their Texas hobbies were bowling
and fishing. They bought a boat and
loved to spend weekends on Toledo
Bend with their daughter. Pat persuaded
him to get back into lapidary work after
his final retirement. He purchased the
necessary equipment and they rejoined
ETGMS.
Unfortunately, Ed’s health began to
decline after back surgery in 2009. He
could not stand and work at the cabbing machine for long. He would slice
and shape, and Pat would try to polish.
Kinney Polve would watch and guide
them: “You need to take this and flatten
the center there a little more--see you’ve
still got scratches--they need to come
out--take it back to the first wheel, very
lightly…”. It was all good guidance.
In March of 2017, Ed and Pat were all
set to move to a retirement community
in Longview. The day before the packers
were to arrive, Ed suffered a stroke. He
was transferred from the hospital to a rehab facility the day Pat moved their stuff
to Longview. Pat said he tried so hard to
improve, going through numerous physical therapy sessions and many bouts
of pneumonia, but his body was not as
strong as his will. He had a final bout

Ed Beene
but did not recover. He died March 29,
2020, the day before their 53rd wedding
anniversary. He leaves behind wife Pat,
a daughter, two granddaughters, three
great-grandsons, and one great-grandson due in November.
I cannot leave out Pat. In California,
Pat collected smooth rocks from dry
riverbeds while on field trips and painted
roadrunners on them by request. While a
member of ETGMS, she painted scenes
on a few rock slabs to sell at the annual
show. Unfortunately, we could not locate
any pictures of her creativity.
She was learning to wire-wrap before
Ed’s stroke and intends to continue with
it sometime in the future. She said buying cabs online will not be as much fun
as going out and finding and polishing
her own. Four years ago, Pat had a book
published, entitled “Thirteen, a Baker’s
Dozen of Paranormal Punishments.” She
is presently working on a paranormal
novel set in the north of England. She
also designs and makes greeting cards.
She wishes she had Kinney around to
tutor her on selling them online.
I hope after reading this that you feel
like you have gotten to know Ed and Pat.
Terry says they were a delightful couple
to talk to as Pat is always so joyful and
full of information about England.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2020 FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE
AUGUST 29, 2020
Magnet Cove, Arkansas
• Pyrite

NOVEMBER
• Election of Officers

SEPTEMBER 26, 2020
Duncanville, Texas
• Septarian, Fossils

DECEMBER 7, 2020
Tyler, Texas
• Christmas Party, Clubhouse

OCTOBER 5, 2020
• Club Auction and Open House

CLUBHOUSE EVENTS
August 3, 2020
Monthly Club Meeting
Public is welcome
6:30 pm
Clubhouse

August 15, 2020
Rock
Swap regrets that, with
The Board
Public
is welcome
COVID
numbers still rising in
9:00
- 3:00
pm
Smith
County/Tyler,
there will be
Clubhouse
NO September club meetings.

August 8, 2020
Lapidary Sub-Group Meeting
2:00 pm
Clubhouse

August
annual 18,
club2020
auction in October.
Fossil Sub-Group Meeting
6:30 pm
Clubhouse

August 11, 2020
Mineralogy Sub-Group Meeting
6:30 pm
Clubhouse

August 20, 2020
Gemology Sub-Group Meeting
6:30 pm
Clubhouse

We are hoping to be back for our

Check ETGMS.Org or with a Board Member for any scheduling changes
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GEM AND MINERAL SHOWS
Fort Worth Gem and Mineral Show
August 29, 2020
Saturday
10am - 5pm

Presents the 69th annual
GEM, MINERAL, FOSSIL, JEWELRY & BEAD SHOW

August 30, 2020
Sunday
10am - 4pm.

Will Rogers Memorial Center
3401 Lancaster Ave
Fort Worth, TX.

Regular Admission: $6.00

www.fortworth.com/will-rogers-memorial-center/

Military, Students, Seniors,
& Children Under 16: $5.00

For more information please visit Gem & Mineral Club

Houston Gem & Mineral Society
The 67th Annual Gem, Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show
• Unique jewelry and other earthly treasures–perfect for gift-giving
• Minerals and fossils for the collector or home decor
• Jewelry making, beading, and lapidary demonstrations
• Expert identification of gemstones, minerals, and fossils
• Children’s activities such as the “School Daze” Earth Science Program,
the Scout Geology Merit Badge, and the “Dino Dig”
• Craft activities from the Houston Museum of Natural Science
• Energy Exhibit from the Houston Geological Society
• Displays of gem, mineral, and fossil specimens, and astounding
flurescent rocks
• Over 50 Case Exhibits covering every aspect of the hobby. Some are
special exhibits that tour various gem and mineral shows.
• Free identification of your mystery gem, mineral, or fossil by experts
• Demonstrations of faceting, cabbing, silversmithing, and much more
throughout each day of the show
• Mineral Section displays of fluorescent minerals under black light,
publications for sale, and school rock, mineral, and fossil sets
• Paleontology Section displays featuring fossil collections, books,
“touch fossils,” and much more
Humble Civic Center
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy, Humble, TX 77338

November 7, 2020
Saturday, 10am - 5pm

D
E

November 8, 2020
Sunday, 10am - 4pm.

L
E

C
N

A
C

November 6, 2020
Friday, 10am - 5pm

Regular Admission: $8.00
Ticket good for all 3 days.
Children Under 10: FREE

Swap Area

Find excellent deals on minerals,
fossils, and hand-made cabs and
jewelry. This is the “amateur” retail
area for club members and other
rockhounds to sell their excess material. The hours are from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday
and from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday.

https://hgms.org/annual-show/
August 2020 • Tyler, Texas • ROCK-N-ROSE
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BRAZOS RIVER FIELD TRIP

July 18, 2020

Do you remember what you were doing on July 18, 2020? David Russ, Rick
Walker, Ed Grounds, Mary Rogers and Darby Spears were up before dawn, loading
their vehicles, and leaving from the clubhouse at 6am on a field trip!!
It took them to the beautiful banks of the Brazos River at Whiskey Bridge. They
were on the hunt for fossils. Several in the group took home buckets of
sand/gravel to search for micro fossils in the comfort of their own homes and
workshops. As you can tell from the pictures, the micro fossils can be about the
size of a pencil lead. They can only be found with super eyesight, magnifying glass,
or microscope. Rick Walker was thrilled to find what may be stingray teeth (pictured) in one
of the two buckets he took home.
We hope to see you on the next field trip to the Brazos..
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By: Terry Roberts

The following photos show cabochons that I made from slabs
cut from material collected on the Singleton Ranch, located
south of Marfa, TX, by Teri Smith, rock hound leader. Figure
1 shows a cab with white flocculent material and some better
defined black material that I think can be properly called
plumes since they appear to be 3-dimensional. Figure 2
shows a cab with the same material as seen in Figure 1,
but also has what appears to be at least two calcite crystals
or their pseudomorphs composed of another soft material.
Unfortunately, the crystals undercut while I was trying to grind
and polish the cab.

I finished two new cabs (Figures 3 and 4) that I cut from some slabs I sawed from a large nodule I
found in a bucket of rough collected on the Singleton Ranch and purchased from Teri Smith in Alpine,
TX. Most of the slabs were not eye catching, but there was some banding in one spot on each of two
slabs that I thought would make great cabs. The undulating bands (sometimes called veils) almost
look like ethereal clouds opening up to show interior structures. Teri Smith told me that she has
not seen this particular
pattern in any Singleton
Ranch material before.
As an added bonus, I later
discovered both of these
cabs fluoresce a bright
light-green color under
shortwave UV light. This
is what drives me to keep
hunting for and cutting
rough agate material
to find out what new
wonders you might see
hidden within.
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The Gemology Group of the ETGMS is open to any member who has an interest in gems, whether casual or professional. We
love gems. We love talking about gems. We love working with gems, cutting, identifying, grading, and collecting.
The discipline of gemology has its beginning about 1908 when an English jeweler suggested to the National Association of
Goldsmiths in England that they start a course for jewelers on the identification of gems. Although the principles of gem identification
come from the science of mineralogy, gemology is not a science itself. There is a lot of science, you might say applied science, in
gemology, but it is primarily a commercial discipline. It serves the gem and jewelry trade, from mining to retail sales, with the purpose of
providing accurate identification and quality grading so that consumers know what they are buying.
Gemology draws upon several sciences including mineralogy, biology, physics, chemistry, and material science. Gems are
minerals, rocks, organic materials, fossils, and man-made materials. Gemology is involved with the identification of gems, quality grading, determination of origin (natural or man-made), treatments, and other processes that man applies to gemstones. Gemology is also a
market-based discipline that uses market and economic data for some of what gemologists do.
Our Gemology Group in the ETGMS has been just getting by for some time which makes me wonder how much interest there
is in the club. The ETGMS is a GEM and Mineral Society. Gems are a primary focus of the club. However, most gems are also minerals
so should be of interest to those in the Mineral Group. Some gems are fossils (amber, jet, and petrified wood for example) so should
be of interest to those in the Fossil Group. Lapidaries cut and polish gems. In fact, until a mineral or rock is cut and polished, it is not a
gem with the exception of some crystals that are so beautiful in their natural state that they are set in jewelry thus becoming a gem.
Whatever your primary interest is as a member of the club, in all probability, you are involved with gems. The Gemology Group should
be something of interest to all members of ETGMS.
This pandemic has been hard on all of us and when we can start meeting again, I want to make the Gemology Group something we can all be involved with and benefit from. Therefore, I have the following short survey that I would like all with an interest in
gems to answer. As an incentive, for those who answer the survey I am holding a contest. You will have a chance to win a sample of
gemstones if you can guess a number between 1 and 100 that is closest to a number I select. My number will be sent to myself in an
email within a couple days. That email will provide a dated document so you will now I will not be showing any favoritism. In event of a
tie, the prize will go to the person who responded first. The winner will be announced at the next meeting of the Gemology Group and
you must be present to win.

• • • • • • THE SURVEY • • • • • •
Do you have an interest in participating in the Gemology Group and learning more about gems?

Yes _____ No _____

If you are interested, what is the best day and time for you to attend the meetings? ________________________________
Are there any days of the week/month which are not good for you? _____________________________________________
What do you want to get out of attending the Gemology Group?
____ Learn how to identify gems

____ Learn how to buy and/or sell gems

____ Opals

____ Just learn about gems, history,
lore, properties, sources, etc.

____ Collecting gems

____ Any other specific subjects
about gems. List Below

____ Learn how to grade the quality
of gems

____ Diamonds
____ Colored Stones
____ Pearls

_______________________________
_______________________________

If you have completed our Gem ID course (both courses) are you still interested in doing the practical/lab work
and taking our gem identification exam?
____Have not completed both courses
____Yes
____Would like to have a review before starting the lab work
Thank you for your responses. Please provide your number for the contest, any number between 1 and 100 (one number to
a person) • Please enter me in the contest. My number is: _______
Name: ___________________________________________
Send your Survey Results and your entry in the contest to keltfire@msn.com
August 2020 • Tyler, Texas • ROCK-N-ROSE
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GROUP MEETS
Lapidary / Jewelry Group

Meets on the second Saturday of each month at 2:00 pm, except December and January.
Terry Roberts leads this group. Contract Terry to have your name added to the email.
terry.roberts45@yahoo.com

Mineral Group

Meets every second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.
Charles Creekmur heads up the group. Contact Charles to have your name added to the email.
calcite65@gmail.com

Fossil Group

Meets every third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.
David Russ heads up the group. Contact David to have your name added to the email.
dbruss50@gmail.com

Gemology Group

Meets every third Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm.
The group is led by Richard Armstrong. Contact Richard to have your name added to the email.
keltfire@msn.com

ROCKHOUND
OF THE YEAR 2019-2020
By Julia Toombs

It is with great pleasure that I announce the Rockhound
of the Year for 2019-2020 is Margaret Kilanski. She took
over as Webmaster for ETGMS in 2019 and has done an
exceptional job bringing it up to date. She handled the
advertising for the Annual Show in 2020. She put together
the survey that went out to the members concerning their
wants for the club during this difficult time and will keep track
of the spreadsheet of members’ names. She has helped
me out more than once with computer difficulties I have had
since my computer skills are lacking.
Who will get it next? It could be YOU.
14
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PRESIDENT

David Russ

NEWSLETTER CONTENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Please send original articles to jltoombs@suddenlink.
net. Please send in a Microsoft Word format that can
be edited. The 10th of the month is the deadline. Board
minutes are not printed in the newsletter. If you would
like to see a copy, contact a member of the Board.

903-881-5108
terry.roberts45@yahoo.com

THE EAST TEXAS GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY

903-714-3330
dbruss50@gmail.com

Terry Roberts

TREASURER

Marcia Graham

903-312-4800
marciagraham123@yahoo.com
SECRETARY

Julia Toombs

903-530-5727
jltoombs@suddenlink.net
FIELD TRIP CHAIR

Fred Mahaffey

frederickmahaffey@gmail.com

The purpose of the East Texas Gem & Mineral Society is
to promote the study of Geology, Fossils, and the Lapidary
Arts. The public is always invited to attend regular monthly
club meetings.
ANNUAL DUES
Single: $10.00 • Family: $20.00
MONTHLY MEETING
WHEN: First Monday of the month unless it’s a holiday,
then the second Monday, at 6:45 p.m.
WHERE: ETGMS Clubhouse

Check us out on the web • WWW.ETGMS.ORG

ANNUAL SHOW CHAIR

David Russ

903-714-3330
dbruss50@gmail.com
WEBMASTER

Margaret Kilanski

971-219-3361
mlkilanski@yahoo.com
PROOFREADER

Julia Toombs

903-530-5727
jltoombs@suddenlink.net
EDITOR • GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Sarah Hawthorne

hawthorne04@gmail.com

CLUB ADDRESS AND
TO SEND DUES

ETGMS
CLUBHOUSE

SCHOOL GROUP CHAIRMAN

East Texas Gem & Mineral Society
P. O. BOX 132532
Tyler, TX 75713-2532

2015 Deerbrook Dr.
Tyler, Texas

David Russ

903-714-3330
dbruss50@gmail.com
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