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COMING SHOWS, 2015-2016 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Looks like this year is nearing the end, and that means it's going to be a busy 

time. With all the holidays and preparing for our upcoming show. Yes, it that 

time again. I have signup sheets for the different areas at the show. Also for 

those members interested in setting up one of the display cases, get your 

name on the list. Let's get all these signup sheets filled out early, volunteering 

to help out at the show is a great way to help and support the club. 

 

We have a pre-show workshop scheduled for January 9, 2016. We will be 

holding it in Bullard, same as last year. Please mark your calendars so you 

donôt forget. We will be making items for the wheel of fortune and the silent 

auction. If you have never been, plan to attend, youôll be glad you did. 

 

I want to congratulate all of the members that won awards at 

the SCFMS & AFMS Conventions. Your contribution to the 

newsletter and website, not only help educate our members, 

they bring recognition to ETGMS at a district and national 

level. Also to Susan Burch for being inducted into the National 

Editors Hall of Fame. I hope to see a lot more memberôs con-

tributions in the newsletter in the future. 

 

At the December meeting, we will be having our Annual Gift Exchange. 

Bring a club related gift, then let the fun begin. This is definitely the meeting 

you want to attend. Also you are encouraged to bring some snacks for our 

Christmas gathering. I look forward to seeing you there. 

 

I have added an instruction booklet on the website, on how to recoat diamond 

grinding wheels, for those members that may be interested in saving some 

money on the cost of replacing their worn wheels with 

new ones. Let me know if there is any other information 

that can be added to the site that may benefit our mem-

bers. 

 

Membership dues were due in October, if you havenôt 

paid yours, please get them paid. 

 

Kinney Polve 

 

At right is an Ocean Jasper cut by Kinney, check out 

more of this yearôs accomplishments on page 8! 
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NOVEMBER  21-22 

MESQUITE, TEXAS  

Annual show 

Dallas Gem & Mineral Soc. Mesquite 

Rodeo Center  

Exhibit Hall; 1800 Rodeo Dr.  

 

DECEMBER 4-6 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

Annual show 

El Paso Mineral & Gem Soc. El 

Maida Auditorium  

6331 Alabama 

 

JANUARY  16-17 

FREDERICKSBURG, TX   

Annual show 

 Fredericksburg Rockhounds Lady 

Bird Johnson Park 

 HWY 16 SO. 

 

JANUARY 22-24 

TYLER, TEXAS  

Annual Show 

 East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, 

Tyler Rose Center 

 420 Rose Park Drive  



EAST TEXAS GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY  

 

President, Kinney Polve called the meeting to order on November 2, 2015 at 6:45 pm. 

Jay Olson, a visitor, introduced himself.  He wanted help identifying a rock so came to our meeting.  Keith 

Harmon helped him. 

A silent auction item was out for bids.  Also, door prize tickets were for sale. 

Minutes for October were approved as printed in the newsletter.  The motion was made by Keith Harmon and sec-

onded by Penny Hawkins. 

No treasurerôs report was available.  Colleen Hayes, retiring treasurer, and Elsa Jerger, the new treasurer are still 

working on the transfer of all accounts and records. 

Lapidary Arts Group:  Terry Roberts reported the October meeting consisted of making ñcrittersò at Kinneyôs 

workshop.  The next meeting will be November 14th at the home of Terry.  The meeting is open to the desired ac-

tivity of those attending.  Bring your show and tell.  

Field Trip:  Fred Mahaffey has planned a field trip on November 14th to the Midlothian quarry.  This is depend-

ent on the weather.  At this time it is too wet.  Let Fred know if you are interested in looking for fossilized fish, 

pyrite, ammonites, and septerian nodules.  This way you can be notified of last minutes changes.  Fred is also 

working on a trip to Arkansas to hunt for quartz. 

Newsletter:  Susan Burch asked for help from all members.  Send articles and pictures to her about your special 

interest or project.  Also send these to Kinney and he will put them on the web page. 

Announcements:  

·      Patches and pins are available for purchase.  

·      Kinney thanked all who bring refreshments and those that come to the meeting early to help set up the room.    

·      Susan Burch presented certificates and plaques to those who won recognition at the South Central and Ameri-

can Federation Convention this last weekend in Austin.  She recognized Becky Whisenant, Terry Roberts, Suzan 

Chapman, Sherry Breedlove, Carolyn Davis, Mary Owens, Kinney Polve and herself.  Susan was very proud of 

being named into the Editors Hall of Fame.  This is a great honor. 

·      Our junior club member, Willow Lanchester has served as the East Texas Honey Queen in 2014.  This year 

she will serve as The Texas Honey Princess making appearances all over Texas. 

Old Business:  Kinney gave a report from the Board meeting.  He reported that the Board appointed Elsa Jerger to 

the office of treasurer.  Kinney will look at the constitution and bylaws and rewrite the portions that need clarifica-

tion.  He will then bring it to the Board.  The needs of the Gem Show were discussed.  The annual show will be 

January 22nd ï 24th.  A workshop was planned for January 9th to make items used at the show.  A mailing com-

pany will be used to send the postcards for the show.  It was agreed to have the club vote on the desire to reacti-

vate our Facebook page with several people serving as monitors.   A motion to that effect was made by Susan 

Burch.  The motion passed. 

New Business:  No new business was brought to our attention. 

Our next meeting will be December 7th.  This will be the annual gift exchange.  Bring a gift related to the hobby 

for a fun evening of exchange.  Also bring something to add to the refreshment table to complete the party. 

A motion to adjourn the business meeting was made by Becky Whisenant. Terry Roberts seconded the motion.  

Door prizes were awarded and refreshments were served.   

Kinney Polve presented a power point that he prepared on the structure and workings of the East Texas Gem and 

Mineral Society.  The first organizational meeting recorded took place on November 12, 1956.  We are now a 501 

C3 organization.  He wanted everyone to understand their role in the club and how they might be able to assist in 

making the club better for everyone. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carolyn Davis 
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SHADOW AND IRIS AGATES  

BY TERRY ROBERTS 

 

    When I read "The Beauty of Banded Agates" by Michael R. Carlson several years ago, I was awed by the 

beauty of these agates.  Most rockhounds are familiar with the outstanding patterns and colors exhibited by La-

guna, Brazilian, Dryhead, Fairburn, Condor, Queensland and other banded agates shown in the book.  However, 

the author showed two types of agates that I was determined to find.  These are the Shadow and Iris agates.  Mr. 

Carlson provides an excellent description of each phenomenon in his book. 

 

    Shadow Agates display a shimmering optical effect caused by a 

phenomenon known as parallax.  The shadow is caused by regularly 

spaced bands that are alternately clear and opaque.  The opaque band 

is usually white in low quality agates, but can be bright colors in high 

quality agates.  As light enters the agate at an angle to the surface of 

the bands, the opaque band will cast a shadow in the clear band since 

light is not reflected out of it.  By moving the stone back and forth, 

the shadow will move across the bands.  This can be seen in the photo 

where the shadow moves along the upper left side of the cabochon.  

A word of caution:  This is not "chatoyance" which is an optical ef-

fect caused by the reflection of light from some fibrous material as 

seen in Tigereye. 

 

    The Iris effect is often, but not always, found in low quality agate 

that a collector may be tempted to discard.  I finally found a good 

example of this phenomenon in an ordinary Brazilian agate slab that 

had no noteworthy patterns and very little color.  This can be seen in 

the photos which show the Brazilian agate in reflected light and 

again in transmitted light from an incandescent bulb (the cab has 

pieces of lint on the surface from the polishing cloth that appear to 

be scratches). 

 

    This phenomenon is produced when light passes through a clear 

agate with extremely fine bands (up to 10,000 bands per inch).  The 

bands act as a diffraction grating where the edges of the bands have 

alternately high and low refractive indices which cause the light to 

break into spectral colors.  Since not all agates have evenly spaced 

bands and refractive indices suitable for separating colors in white 

light, the iris effect varies in quality and the number of colors that 

will be displayed. 

 

    In order to get the best colors from this cabochon, I had to grind it 

down to a thickness of about 2.5 mm in the center of the dome and 

1.5 mm at the edge.  If the agate cab had been any thicker, the colors 

would not have been noticeable.  So, if you find a clear agate slab 

that appears to have wavy shadows that are caused by microscopic 

bands, you might try to grind it to a very thin slab.  You may be re-

warded with a beautiful Iris Agate. 
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RED RIVER SECRET 

By Mary Owens 

 

Have you ever been to the Red River 

That ótween Texas and Oklahoma flows? 

It holds a very special rare secret 

Which few people in the whole wide world know. 

As its gentle waves lap along the shore 

Over and around the red clay it goes. 

By some magical tryst the flowing waves 

Combine with the red ground into small rows. 

The small rows then unite with each other 

Helter, skelter, just as the wind blows. 

But, the end result of this secret grand 

Is a beautiful rock shown in gem shows. 

What so distinguishes this gorgeous jewôl, 

Is that it looks like a precious red rose. 

 

 

Barite rose pictures selected from the internet 

 

 

 

KISSAM UNIVERSITY PRESENTATION  

BY SHERRY BREEDLOVE   

 

     I "presented" at Kissam University (Elementary) in Tyler on November 6, 2015. This time I presented three 

times to second grade classes. I am always amazed at how smart the average student is today, but so far I am still 

smarter (I think) than a 2nd grader.   

     We discussed how the earth was formed and the fact that it has been through many ice ages and warm-ups, 

even before man was on the Earth. Therefore, global warm-

ing, as being presented today, is not about the earth warming 

up - it is about someone endeavoring to make Money.  

     We also talk about Apache Tears and how many ethnic 

groups have been persecuted in the past. I hold up the  

outside of an amethyst (the ugly part) and describe that we 

cannot see inside rocks, or people. When I turn it around so 

they can see the beautiful purple crystals, they all oooooh 

and aaaaah. And I mention that they should never bully,  

belittle, or talk ugly about people, because we cannot see 

inside people, either. They may have a beautiful  

countenance and we don't know it.  

     So, we all have a good time discussing the gems and  

minerals. I always plug the East Texas Gem and Mineral 

Show in January.   
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At right is Sherry Breedlove and one of the 

second grade classes she presented her órock 

talkô to at Kissam University in Tyler. 


