November 2025

0
The Intelll‘;m

Pastor

November 2025
439 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy, Hernando, FL 34442

Pastor’s Devotion

Dear Members and Friends in Christ Jesus,
Thanksgiving Blessings to you and your family and friends.

What does the Bible say about giving thanks?
“Pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

“| will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; | will tell of all your wonderful
deeds.” (Psalm 9:1)

Thanksgiving is a holiday that many of us especially look forward to celebrate with family mem-
bers and friends in order to eat turkey with all the fixings, watch football, play games and relax.
As Thanksgiving is a day to be filled with love and gratitude for what we have. A famous Thanks-
giving adage is “Thanksgiving was never meant to be shut up in a single day.” This adage be-
came famous after Robert Caspar Lintner, a Methodist pastor wrote and used itin a sermonin
the 1930s.
Wow! What a quote! But what is thanksgiving? Late Episcopal clergyman, author, and educator
Robert N. Rodenmayer wrote this interpretation of what thanks-giving means:
“There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving and thanksgiving. Grudge giving
says, ‘I have to’; duty giving says, ‘l ought to’; and thanksgiving says, ‘I wantto.’ The latter
comes from a full heart. Thanksgiving is an open gate into the love of God.”
| love the end of the quote: “thanksgiving comes from a full heart.” A full heart comes from
God. God loved us so much that he sent his Son to die for us. God loves us and accepts us for
who we are. Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God promises us
eternity. Doesn’t it fill your heart to know that God did all of this for YOU?
| am truly filled with thanks and awe for the ONE who calls you and me by name.
“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.”

(Psalm 136:1)

With Thanksgiving Blessings to you, your family members and friends,
Pastor Bob
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Thank you for the “Pasta and Pastor” “and “ Pastor Appreciation Day” Celebration. Thank you
for all the scrumptious food and this special time for fellowship.. Also, | thank you for all your
cards filled with encouraging words and for all your very generous gifts. | am filled with gratitude
for our ministry, together, here at Good Shepherd. In Chrisitan love, Pastor Bob

Join us for “All Saints Sunday”, November 2nd when we will be remembering all people who
have lived and died in the Christian faith, especially those beloved members of our Church family
who died this past year. We also remember those folks who died this year or in years past as re-
quested by the members of our congregation. “Great is their reward in heaven, where they are
forever in God’s care.” Let us “give thanks unto the Lord for He is good and His mercy en-
dures forever”.

On Sunday, November 9th. we will be Honoring our Veterans for their “Service to our Coun-
try”. Renate and Pastor Bob have a Special Musical Celebration planned during our Worship
Service. Always, thankful for our Musical Director, Renate Williams.

Come join us for Worship on Sunday, November 16th to learn about “K-9, Comfort Dog Minis-
try through The Lutheran Church Charities. “K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry” is a national hu-
man care ministry embracing the unigue, calming nature and skill of purebred Golden Retriev-
ers especially in times of crises as well as to bring comfort and hope to those who are ill in hospi-
tals and Care Facilities, etc. A freewill offering will be taken for this ministry.

We will be welcoming Handler Paul Soost with Comfort Dog “Peace” and handler Wanda Evans
with Comfort Dog “Moriah”. Possible, an additional handler and comfort dog will join us.

During our Sermon, one of the handlers will speak about the mission of the “K-8 Ministry” as
Handlers and the Comfort Dogs are a bridge for compassionate ministry opening doors for con-
versation about faith and the Good News of Jesus Christ. We thank our Chrisitan Educa-

tion Committee and Youth for Sponsoring this event

FOLLOWING OUR WORSHIP SERVICE WITH THE COMFORT DOG MINISTRY, Join Us for Bless-
ing of the Pets on Sunday November 16th at 1:00 pm with Registration,beginning at

12:30. Bring your pet to this special event and let them receive a special blessing from Good
Shepherd’s Pastor. Treats for the pets will be given out by our youth. Most pets are welcome
(sorry no snakes or reptiles, please). All pets must be on a leash orin a carrier. Please make sure
your pet is current on all vaccinations. Invite your friends and help us make this a true commu-
nity event. We thank our Christian Education Committee and Youth for organizing this
event.

“WELCA SUNDAY” with THE BLESSING OF THE QUILTS” WILL BE ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER
30TH (71ST Sunday of Advent). The beautiful quilts made by our “QUILTING GROUP” will be
draped over the church pews during this special worship service. We thank WELCA and our
QUILTERS for their Ministries.

Following our Worship Service, WELCA will be offering “A Time of Remembrance in Honor of
Anne Storen”. Anne was a member here at Good Shepherd and leader of

our WELCA group. Anne was also a leader of “ WELCA” for our Florida Bahama Synod.

“The Time of Remembrance” will take place in our Fellowship hall following our Worship Ser-
vice. Anne’s family sent pictures to be shared. Bring along any memories you might want to share
about Anne. We extend our Christian Love and Sympathy to Anne’s family and friends.”
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President’s Message @

Council President’s Message

Last month, | attended Adventures in Renewal Training at the Florida-Bahamas Synod
office in Tampa. Adventures in Renewal Training was developed by the Greater Milwau-
kee Synod. This is slowly being implemented in some of the Florida — Bahamas congre-
gations. Our Christian Education Committee will be looking at what parts we may be
able to utilize. Think of it as a future focused Church. For more information visit this
link https://milwaukeesynod.org/resources/for-congregations/resources-for-mission-
renewal/

On October 11", | also attended the Pinelands Conference’s Fall Gathering which was
held at Our Savior Lutheran in Ocala. Pastor Derek Hoven, Asst. to the Bishop, intro-
duced the attendees to Adventures in Renewal and the business meeting followed. The
next Pineland’s Conference will be the Spring Gathering on May 2" and will be held at
University Lutheran in Gainesville. Let me know if you would like to attend that confer-
ence.

Finally, we will again be having our annual Thanksgiving take-out dinners this year.
There will be sign-up sheets in the Narthex for the different food items we will need,
plus a sign-up sheet for those requesting dinners.

Grace and Peace,

Joe
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Copy Machine options — purchase Minolta C451i;

Sunday Bulletin suggestions and discussion — ACTION ITEM from Worship and Music - return to
form from 6+ years ago; return to using the hymnals

Advent Suggestions Wednesday PM Services — will come from Worship and Music Committee —
5:30 meal, 6:30 service.

Payroll start for Stephanie Adams (FS) and Sue Fowler (Treas) proposed for Jan 1 with a training
stipend provided in the meantime — usual procedure according to current Treasurer.

Pinewood Derby for Feb 2152026 d

Previous “Continuing Resolutions” be added to the Constitution from previous Council Meetings
approvals:
To become a member of the Church Council of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Hernan-
do, Florida, a candidate must be a full member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of
Hernando, Florida, for at least one year

To become a Council Executive Board member, of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Her-
nando, Florida, a candidate must be a Council member of the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church of Hernando, Florida, for at least one year

Simple Remembrance time for Anne Storan as family sent pictures and she was involved with
WELCA. Will occur in conjunction with the Blessing of the Quilts

Re-design a standard funeral checklist - per a discussion with Pastor after recent situations - Pas-
tor will work on this item

Interim Training at Synod office at the end of October

2023 & 2024 Audit Reports
Change to Constitution to permit e-mail voting

Interim Training at Synod office at the end of October

Christmas Day service might be held at 10:00 (to be determined)
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ELECTION RESULTS OCTOBER 19TH 2025

As everyone knows Election of Council Officers and Council Members was held during
this session and the following are the results:

PRESIDENT—JOE ADAMS
VICE-PRESIDENT—TOM STICKLER
SECRETARY—KATHLEEN SWARTZ

Council Members Elected:

Sharon Maxwell
Fran Stetson
John Colson
Cara Stickler
Jeanette Jimenez
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WELCA NEWS

As a community of women create in the image of God called to discipleship in Jesus Christ and
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifis, support

one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and whole-
ness in the church, the society and the world.
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All God's Cluldren
November 7-9, 2025

Warren Willis United Methodist

Conference Center, Fruitland Park

WELCA Board

Nancy Gomes Circle and Event Coordinator

Aagot Green Treasurer

Cindy Gaertner Secretary
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Sharing the Light of Christ

As we enter November—a season of gratitude and reflection—we’re reminded of the
call to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Evangelism or Outreach isn’t reserved for
special occasions or trained speakers. It happens in everyday moments: a kind word to
a neighbor, an invitation to worship, a prayer offered for someone in need. Each of us
carries the light of Christ, and through simple acts of love, we can brighten someone’s
path.

Outreach Rooted in Relationship

Our church’s outreach is built on connection. Whether we’re hosting events, support-
ing local families, or simply showing up with a listening ear, we’re planting seeds of
hope. This month’s Arts & Crafts Fair on November 15 is more than a fundraiser—it’s a
ministry of welcome. Every vendor, visitor, and volunteer is a chance to extend hospi-
tality and reflect God’s grace.

A Season to Sow

While the world celebrates harvest, we are also called to sow. Outreach is not just
about meeting needs—it’s about building relationships that point to Christ. Consider
writing a note of encouragement, joining our outreach team, or praying for those who
feel far from God. Evangelism begins with love, and love begins with us.
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Fellowship 7

Our Fellowship Committee meeting will be held on Monday, November 10, 2025, at 1:30
PM. We are asking our committee members to attend if their schedule allows.

Pasta with Pastor on Sunday, October 12, 2025, was a huge success! We had approxi-
mately 74 people attending along with numerous hot casserole and crock

pot meals, salads and desserts. Awonderful luncheon to celebration Pastor Apprecia-
tion Sunday with Pastor Bob and retired Pastor Lynn. Thank you to our congregation for
providing delicious food and our Fellowship ladies for set up, clean up and serving
food. | would like to thank Lois, Angela, Karen, and many volunteers for cleaning up and
putting away the plastic tablecloths.

If you would like to help with serving coffee, tea, or with cleaning up after worship,
please sign your name on the volunteer sheet near the coffee bar in

the Fellowship Hall. Please consider helping when you can. It will take about an hour of
your time once a month and will be greatly appreciated. We are asking our congrega-
tion to occasionally help with bringing a dessert. It does not need to be home-

made. Anything from a bakery whether it is gluten free, sugar free, or a regular dessert
will help with making our coffee hour special for our members. Thankyou in advance.

NOTE: Volunteers are needed in the Fellowship kitchen with serving coffee after
worship service!

Elaine Giammasi, Chair
John Giammasi, Co-chair
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SOS SEPTEMBER DISTRIBUTION REPORT

WEEK FAMILIES PERSONS FOOD WEIGHT
PER
ENDING SERVED SERVED WEIGHT FAMILY

9/4/25 149 479 8,940 60lbs

9/11/25 132 338 8,580 65lbs

9/18/25 146 417 9,490 65lbs SCAN TO
DONATE

9/25/25 151 402 8,305 55lbs

TOTALS 578 1636 35,315 /./ .
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Memorials and Special Gifts 7N

Lois Lenhart in Memory of Peter Krol

Ann Serafin in Memory of Isobel Bell

To My Good Shepherd Church Family . Wy&«,\

| would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of the kind peo- T

ple that reached out to me during the difficult years of my hus- .

band Peter's Parkinson's journey and subsequent death. | felt

your support, loved the phone calls, cards, emails, and texts that were sent on a regular basis
to check in on both of us. To those who donated in his name or memory- | thank you. Even
when | couldn't attend services, | felt your warmth and compassion.

Additionally, special thanks to Pastor Bob, and Deacons Rick and Bob for their guidance and
special prayers. Always welcomed and so needed.

| feel very blessed to be a part of such a wonderful congregation.

God Bless you all.

Sincerely,

Mary Krol
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Property Committee cRIEN

Parking without Parking Stops

USHERS Parking with Parking Stops

g

Can you hear that thunderous sound ?

Listen

L | thought | heard people rushing to sign up to
Usher !

If interested contact, Harv Johnsan | ¥Mr. Blue
]325-270-3391 of ilhorseman@yahoo.com
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Eucharistic Ministry Y i
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Volunteers are always needed to assist at Services held at

assisted living facilities. Compass Rose is the first and third

Mondays. Best Care is on the second Monday. The Reserve is the fourth Mon-
day. All services start at 10 AM and volunteers are needed before service to

assist those needing help.

Contact Rick Mainster or Sharon Maxwell.

Health Ministry

Your Faith Community Nurse is Kathy Metz, she can be reache
746-1911 and the Health Team Members are: Barb Lauer, Donna Pease,
John Colson, and Leith Masters. We provide blood pressure screenings
on the last Sunday of the month after worship.

We always take donations for Hygiene kits.

11
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Craft n Share

Happy fall y’all!

Craft and share meets the fourth Wednesday of the month. We
meet from 10-2 with a break for lunch. You can arrive later or leave
earlier. We will be making a cute Craft for the home-

bound. | always want them to know we’re thinking of them.

| could use some sewers to finish the adult clothing protectors. |
even have some kits cut and ready for sewing if you’d like to do it at
home! Our mission is to create things that nursing homes and other
organizations could use.

Let’s get together and discuss what we can create for a Christmas
project! I’d love to see you!

Nancy Justiniano
Craft and Share

Quilters w%?

The Quilters meet on the First and Third Wednesday of the month at 10:00. Come and
join us, no experience needed.

Contact Judy Teague 352-344-4944

12
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Christian Education

Christian education is working diligently to offer
more learning opportunities to this congregation.
Coming soon will be a class offering an insight to history in other areas that were occur-
ring at the same time as Jesus. The idea is that through understanding what other things
were happening, you can gain a better grasp and connection. The children worked in-
dustriously to gain an understanding of Martin Luther and the Reformation. One thing
they saw was that “95” is a BIG number. We worked on how Luther questioning the
Pope was a very brave thing to do at that time, but that we “do not need to pay for our
sins,” as, “Jesus died on the cross so that all of our sins would be forgiven.”

This is what it says in the Bible, so Luther had some good questions. We also talked
about the 5 Solas...

Sola Scriptura, or “God’s Word alone”
Sola fide, or “faith alone”

Sola gratia, or “grace alone” (Eph 2:8-9 )
Sola Christo (“solus Christus”) or “Christ alone” (John 14:6 " ).
And soli Deo gloria, or “to the glory of God alone” (1 Cor 15:28 ** ).

By these ideas, we shall be saved...
Yours in Christ

Sue Fowler
Christian Ed Chairman

13
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While talking with several youths, one of the biggest fears and concerns that they
have is being seen. When we say being seen, it does not mean that we notice that
they are here. [t means that we “see” them for who they are, for their individuality, for
all that makes them... well, them. That we look past the tattoos, or colored hair that
they use to express themselves, but rather look at their hearts and deeds.

“When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any
one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” —John 8:7

14
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NOVEMBER

As we had 90 plus names listed on our “Relatives and Friends” prayer list in our “Monthly
Newsletter “instead of listing all the person(s)’ names, we offer the following “Options” so
that you/we can regularly lift up your/our “Relative and Friends” in prayer.

We invite you to raise up the person(s) name silently or aloud at our Sunday
Morning Worship Service during the “Intercessory Prayer” as we pray “The
Prayer for Healing” as we give the congregation the opportunity to lift up
our name(s} of concern “aloud or silently in our hearts.”

We invite you to share your prayer concern(s) by writing the person(s)’ name
and concern on the back of the “Welcome”/Prayer Request” card found in
the pew rack and then place it in the offering plate. Your prayer request(s)
will be specifically lifted up during our “Wednesday Morning Prayer Ser-

vice.

We invite you to attend our “Wednesday Morning Prayer Service” beginning at
9:00 am. Itis a simple prayer service at which you can personally raise up
the person(s)’ names and concern either “silently or aloud.”

We invite you to place your “Relative or Friend" name(s) on our “Prayer
Chain” by contacting Marcia Reichert at mareichert55@gmail.com

We offer the following “General Prayer” that you may regularly use as
you pray for your “Relative and Friends” for the Lord’s blessing, compassion,

healing and wholeness:

“Compassionate God, look with favor upon those who are sick, suffering, grieving or
have any need (especially.....INCLUDE NAME(S) and grant them healing, comfort,
wholeness and your peace that surpasses all human understanding. InJesus’
name. Amen

God’s Blessing Always!

“The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in Truth.” (Psalm145:1)

15
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Newsletter Editor

Newsletter Deadline December 16th.

God’s work. Qur hands.

L

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Bob Yankovitz
Office: 352-746-7161
Fax: 352-746-5013
Email: Pastor@gslchernando.org

Administrative Assistant

Lucia Bertrand
Phone: 352-746-7161
Email: admin@gslchernando.org

16
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SUNDAY SCHOOL/ NURSERY

Susan Fowler

USHERS
Please be there at 9:15 AM
November 2nd, 9th, and 16th
Dave and Peg Bocker
Gary Knecht
November 23rd and 30th

Denny Moore, Gary Bush, Tom Fowler

MEDIA CENTER
Fran Stetson
John Gifford
Joe Adams

Dan Cashman

Donate QR Code
Click for Link

LECTORS

November 2nd

Martie Zacharcyzk

November 9th

Vera Swade

November 16th

Brenda Lanfried

November 23rd

Pat Mainster

November 30th

Ann Serafin

DEACON in Training

John Colson

17




November 2025

ﬂTANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS\

Building / Property

Harv Johnson 352-270-3391
Christian Education

Sue Fowler 352-464-0571

Enduring Gifts
Dan Cashman 352- 400-6024
Evangelism (Outreach)
Tom Stickler 610-659-5553
Fellowship
John & Elaine Giammasi ~ 352-527-8706
Finance
Gail Sotrines 352-860-1765

Social Ministry
Vera Swade 352-637-5308
Stewardship
Mike Busler 860-906-8234

Technology
Fran Stetson 352-419-7227

Worship & Music
Renate Williams 352-228-7809

Building /Property
John Colson 352-634-5470
Christian Education - YOUTH
John Giammasi 352-527-8706
Enduring Gifts
Ann Serafin 973-713-2528
Evangelism (Outreach)

Sue Buldiger 908-303-2021
Fellowship

Gladys Kean 352-514-6998
Finance

Kathy Swartz 352-422-6717

Social Ministry

Karen Monsen 727-858-0265
Stewardship

Dan Cashman 352-419-4356
Technology

Fran Stetson 352-419-7227

Worship & Music
Martha Zacharczyk ~ 732-740-6486

WEBSITE
gshernando,ore

webmaster@gsichernando.org

/ COUNCIL LIAISONS \

J

V.
| Find us on
Webmaster: Stephanie Adams facebook

|

18



November 2025

Kid’s Corner
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WEDNESDAYS A TIME FOR PRAYER|

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
10:00 —2:00
Sp. Lang Church
2 3 4 5 6 8
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Prayer [7:30 AM 10:00 —2:00
Worship EM Compass Rose \weight Watchers [10:00 AM SOS
11:00 AM ;‘3‘? m.n.st 1:00 PM Quilters 9:00 AM CFQG** /N [5p. Lang Church
Sunday School ociat Ministry Worship & Music [2:00 PM 9:30 AM Executive y.
6:30 PM Newcomers 1:00 PM Outreach g‘h ?y
Cub Scouts 6:30 PM 2:00 PM ot bhure
6:30 PM Choir Practice  [Stewardship
Bells g
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Prayer [7:30 AM 8:00 AM 9:00 AM
Worship EM Quality Carer \weight Watchers |6:30 PM ART & CRAFT
11:00 AM ;?ng‘r’] - 6:30 PM Choir Practice FAIR
Sunday School 1:30 PM Bells
Fellowship
Council
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Prayer |(7:30 AM 8:00 AM 10:00 - 2:00
Worship EM Compass Rose \weight Watchers [9:00 AM SOS
10:00 AM 6:30 PM Citrus Hills- o Sp. Lang Church
Canine Ministry Bells Clothing R
1:00 PM 6:30 PM collection o A <. ﬁ}w
Blessing of the Cub Scouts 10:00 AM 10:00 AM e
ok =
pets Quilters Christian Ed rik D}L‘A")Llne
Choir Practice CCFQG
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:00 AM 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Prayer [10:00 am - 12:00 m [8:00 AM 10:00 — 2:00
Worship EM Reserve Weight Watchers [10:00AM — 12:00m[THANKSGIVING
11:00 AM 6:30 PM DROP OFF FOR  [TAKE OUT DINNER Sp. Lang Church
Sunday School Bells THANKSGIVING PICKUP
DONATED FOOD
30 Breakfast at Mama’s Kuntry Kafe Lunch at Angelotti’s
10:00 AM y g
L Every Tuesda 7:30 a.m. First Thursda Noon
Worship y y y
Noisy Offering
11:00 AM **EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY #* CITRUS COUNTY FRIENDSHIP QUILTERS GROUP

Sunday School
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First Annual Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair

¥ November 15, 20253
9 AM-2 PM

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
439 E Norvell Bryant Highway, Hernando, Fl 34442

Indoor and outdoor vendors with something for everyone! A juried sale
with artwork, jewelry, resin products, woodworking products, handbags, .
soaps, crochet items, sewn items, quilted items, shell art, wind chimes,

baked goods, silk arrangements, wreaths, candles, live plants, succulents,
jams and jellies, food trucks, and an ice cream truck!

Join us for a fun filled day!
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Daily Check-In Services for Loved Ones Living Alone

We encourage members to explore daily check-in services that offer peace of mind for families and
friends with loved ones living alone, These sefvices provide automated phone or text check-ins at a
chosen time each day. If the individual doesn’t respond, designated contacts ere slerted to ensure
timely support. These tools are especially helpful for seniors, those with disabilities, or anyone
seeking added reassurance and connection. We share this information in the spirit of care and
community, so that no one feels truly alone. While we do not recommend any sefvice, we want you
to be awsre that these options are available should the need arise.

Snug Safety
o Method: Mobite App
o Cost: Free or $9.99/month (Premium)
o How It Wortks: User taps a daily *I'm OK" button. if missed, emergency contacts are alerted.
o Best For; Tech-savvy individuals

IAMFINE

4]

Method: Automated Phone Call

Cost: Approximately $15/month

How It Works: Daily call prompts user to press “1™ to confirm. Missed calls alert designated
contacts.

Best For: Seniors and those without smartphones

Check in Bee

[}

0
]

Method: Text Message

Cost: Free trial available; paid subscription afterward

How It Works: Sends daily texts. User replies *yes” or "okay.” Missed check-ins notify family
or friends.

Best For: Mobile users who prefer texting

Care Checkers
o Method: Live Phone Call
o Cost: Varies by plan
o How it Works: Real human calls with optionsl conversation, reminders, or prayer
o Best For: Those needing personal interaction

Citrus County Senior Check-In Services

Citrus County offers a free Telephone Reassurance service for seniors living alone, providing daily
check-in calls to ensure safety and wellbeing. If a call goes unanswered, staff follow up to confirm
everything is okay. This service is coordinated through the Senior Programs Office in Lecanto and
is ides! for older adults who value independence but appreciate a caring connection. For more
information, contact Carrie Poust at {352) 527-5930.

21



November 2025

Contact Information

Snug Safety
R, Phone: =1 (844) 243-9110

© Email: support@snugsafety.com

lamfing.

R. Phone (Toll-Free USA): 1-855-410-1010

ChegekinBee.

Emait: hello@checkit

Care Checkers
Phone: 1-800-393-0918

Citrus County Senior Check-in Services
Senior Programs Office in Lecanto

Contact Carrie Poust st (352) 527-5930



