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(Congregation responses are in bold print)

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Doxology #884

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.
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HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory Be to God in Heaven”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Amen.
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
7
Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
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Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
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They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
12
Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13
who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14
God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15
God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16
God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17
God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18
The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19
God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
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The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before
him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.
13
In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 1: [1-9] 10-18
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
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he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God.
It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known.
SERMON
MUSICAL OFFERING

“Be Not Afraid”

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are led by the assisting minister. Each portion ends with
these words:
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.
At the conclusion of the prayers, Amen.
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MEAL
DIALOG
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy , mighty, and merciful Lord…
…be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ.
Through this mystery, send us forth
to proclaim your promise to a world in need,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
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HYMN

“The Bells of Christmas”
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DISMISSAL

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
and have fun doing it!
Thanks be to God.
iturgical excerpts reprinted by permission One License.net #A-722106.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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WELCOME VISITORS. We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting and
hope you will return to worship with us again.
WE ARE EQUIPPED WITH A HEARING
LOOP Assistive Listening System. Please
switch your hearing aid or cochlear implant to
“T” during worship. Additional hearing devices
are available from the Media Center.
TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS Deacon
Bob Bonomo, Deacon Rick Mainster, Pr. Lynn
Bechdolt and Ann Neville. Our sincere thanks
to all!
FLOWERS in the sanctuary today are given by
Terry Lucente in memory of loved ones and in
honor of her niece, Isabella’s birthday.

THIS WEEK AT GSLC
SUNDAY
10:00 a.m. – FB Live &
YouTube Worship
MONDAY
10:00 a.m. – Zoom Bible Study
TUESDAY
10:00 a.m. – Zoom Worship &
Music
6:00 p.m. - Bells
WEDNESDAY
8:00 a.m. - SOS
6:30 p.m. – Choir Ensemble

MUSICAL OFFERING TODAY

“Be Not Afraid”
KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS
Pr. Dennis, Linda and Michael Koch, Walter
Maidhof, Pam Dionne, Joann Frost, Pr. Bill
Barrett, Shelly Fortin, Sheila Mandell, Sylvia
Hartsfield, Maria Thomas, Ray & Maxine
Whitcomb, Jeanette Jimenez, Dawn Clark,
Isabelle Amundsen, Dave Boerger, Carolyn &
Ray Creager, Barb Johnson, Tom & Sue
Fowler, Margaret Hehn, Mireya Vera, Kathy
Laduke
Attendance last Sunday
Total: In-Person, Facebook Live & You Tube: 88
General Offering: $2, 266.00
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THURSDAY
8:30 a.m. – SOS
8:30 a.m. – Zoom Executive
Council
FRIDAY
8:00 a.m. – Property Workday on
Grounds
Zoom Coffee Hour
Sundays 9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
www.zoom.com
Click “Join a Meeting”
Meeting ID: 768 0104 3666
Passcode: GSLC

ANNOUNCEMENTS
REMINDER TO ALL – As you enter the sanctuary, please lower your voices
so as not to disturb those who are meditating and praying in preparation for
worship.
BIBLE STUDY continues on Monday mornings. Join the conversation on
Zoom at 10:00 a.m.

WORSHIP & MUSIC will meet Tuesday, January 5 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom.
Please contact Roger Johnson at 746-7321 if you are unable to attend.
THE BELL CHOIR will resume regular practice Tuesday evening, January 5
at 6:00 p.m. Please contact Renate Williams Slick at 228-7809 for more
information.
THE CHOIR ENSEMBLE will resume practice Wednesday evening,
January 6 at 6:30 p.m. Please contact Renate Williams Slick at 228-7809 for
more information.
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL will meet on Zoon Thursday morning,
January 7 at 8:30 a.m. Please contact Dan Cashman at 419-4356 if you are
unable to attend.

As the wise men followed the star to you, Jesus,
may I follow your Word and encounter you in my life.
Amen.
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