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WELCOME
PRELUDE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Opening Verse
“What Child is This”
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!

ELW 296 (vs. 1)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
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God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins, not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
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HYMN

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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First Carol

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
5
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And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.
Second Carol

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word." Then the angel departed from her.
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Third Carol

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
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Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
23
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with
us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
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Fourth Carol

“Love Has Come”
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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Fifth Carol

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11
1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:
6
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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Sixth Carol

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”

14
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Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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Seventh Carol

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Responsive Prayer
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.
In his light, draw all to the manger
To gather in wonder with the shepherds.
In his light, draw all to the manger
To kneel in reverence with the wise ones.
In his light, draw all to the manger
16
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To sing for joy with the angels.
In the brightness of his life
Cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the
world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.
Musical Offering

“Tres Villancicos”

Piano Duet
by Jenae & Rachel Sory

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
17

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are led by the assisting minister. Each portion ends with
these words:
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.
At the conclusion of the prayers,
Amen.

Hymn

“Away in a Manger”
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Dialog and The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and the mystery of the
Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And, so with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise our name and join their
unending hymn:
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Hymn

“Angels We Have Heard On High” ELW 289 (Vs. 1)

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, creator of all and the source of life…
… in our holy Church both now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
Communion Prayer
Blessing
20

Hymn

“Joy to the World”
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Dismissal
Go now in peace to share the gift of Jesus. And, Almighty God, Father,
+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Thanks be to God.

Music and liturgical excerpts reprinted by permission One License.net #A-722106.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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WELCOME VISITORS. We extend a warm welcome to all who are visiting and
hope you will return to worship with us again.
WE ARE EQUIPPED WITH A HEARING
LOOP Assistive Listening System. Please
switch your hearing aid or cochlear implant to
“T” during worship. Additional hearing devices
are available from the Media Center.

SUNDAY
10:00 a.m. – FB Live &
YouTube Worship

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS Deacon
Bob Bonomo, Deacon Rick Mainster and Ann
Neville. Our sincere thanks to all!

MONDAY
10:00 a.m. – Zoom Bible Study

THIS WEEK AT GSLC

FLOWERS in the sanctuary today are given to the
glory of God.

TUESDAY

MUSICAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING TODAY

“Tres Villancicos”
Piano Duet by Jenae & Rachel Sory
KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS
Pr. Dennis, Linda and Michael Koch, Walter
Maidhof, Pam Dionne, Joann Frost, Pr. Bill
Barrett, Shelly Fortin, Sandy Spicuzza, Roger
Johnson, Sheila Mandell, Barbara Lauer, Sylvia
Hartsfield, Maria Thomas, Ray & Maxine
Whitcomb, Jeanette Jimenez, Dawn Clark,
Isabelle Amundsen, Dave Boerger, Carolyn &
Ray Creager, Barb Johnson, Margaret Hehn,
Paul Beeftink, David Stroble.

Attendance last Sunday
Total: Facebook Live & You Tube: 118
General Offering: $6, 393.00
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WEDNESDAY
8:00 a.m. – SOS
THURSDAY
8:30 a.m. – SOS
OFFICE CLOSED
New Year’s Eve
FRIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED
New Year’s Day

Zoom Coffee Hour
Sundays 9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
www.zoom.com
Click “Join a Meeting”
Meeting ID: 717 6318 3316
Passcode: GSLC

ANNOUNCEMENTS
REMINDER TO ALL – As you enter the sanctuary, please lower your voices
so as not to disturb those who are meditating and praying in preparation for
worship.

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR FOOD COLLECTION - Food items
collected for the SOS Food Pantry will be accepted tomorrow, December 28
and Tuesday, December 29 from 9:00a.m. to noon. Contact Vera K. Swade for
more information at 352-637-5308, or via email at vswade5016@aol.com.
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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