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Prelude
Welcome
Invocation
We worship tonight in the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Call to Worship
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
Arise, shine, for your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
To us a child is born. To us a son is given.
And the government will be upon his shoulders, and he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
We proclaim the praises of him,
Who called us out of darkness
Into his marvelous light!
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Hymn

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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Confession and Absolution
The Holy Spirit has shone the light of God’s love into our hearts, giving us
faith to believe that the darkness of our sin has indeed been dispelled by the
coming of Christ in the flesh. Let us, therefore, go to God’s throne of grace,
confessing our sins.
Wonderful Counselor, we confess that we have listened to the advice of
the dark world around us. We have let the gloom of the nations and the
difficulties of our personal lives blind us to the light of your love.
Forgive us. Mighty God, we confess that we have ascribed too much
power to the forces of evil in this world of sin. We have failed to
recognize you as glorious Lord over all. Forgive us. Everlasting Father,
we confess that in our daily dilemmas we have forgotten the great
forgiving love that prompted Christ to become one of us to die for us.
We have not always sought to live in your light. Forgive us. Prince of
Peace, we confess that we have not recognized the peace that you have
brought to our discordant lives. It does not fill our hearts and minds.
Forgive us.
To us a Child is born; to us God’s Son is given! Christ’s eternal reign has
broken through to our time and place with the brilliant light of his mercy
and forgiveness. All your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Arise, shine, for your light has come! And
the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
Prayer of the Day
O God, you make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth
we may also come to the fullness of his joys in heaven; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Psalm 96 (to be read responsively)
1
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
3
Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
6
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the |holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10
Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge
the peoples with equity.”
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is
therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming,
O LORD, for you come to judge the earth.
13
You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your
truth.
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The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but
in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has
light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when
they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and
of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Epistle Reading: Titus 2:11-14
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds.
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Gospel Acclamation Hymn
“Away in a Manger”
Vss. 1&2 before the Gospel Reading
Vs. 3 after the Gospel Reading
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord
The Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
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and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Gospel Hymn

“Away in a Manger”

3

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.

Sermon
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Hymn

“The First Noel”
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Each petition ends with the following response:
Light of the world,
Hear our prayer, and shine on our darkness.
+
Lord Jesus, you brought the light of life into the darkness of our sinful
world. Shine that light on us, that we may be kept in the one true faith.
Light of the world,
Hear our prayer, and shine on our darkness.
Lord Jesus, we thank you for the miracle of your birth and for the miracle of
our rebirth. Assure us of your baptismal promises so that we who are
born—not of blood nor the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God—may live each day as the children of the light. Light of the world,
Hear our prayer, and shine on our darkness.
Lord Jesus, the world was made through you, yet the world does not know
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you. Give to us and all your people the joy and zeal of the shepherds, so
that we also may make known the truth that we have been called out of
darkness and into your marvelous light. Light of the world,
Hear our prayer, and shine on our darkness.
Lord Jesus, provide for those without homes or jobs or food or friends in
this sacred season. Assure them that even when no one else seems to care,
you will never abandon them. With the gifts you have given to us, use us to
provide for everyone in need, so that through us, even those most destitute
may experience your providing care. Light of the world,
Hear our prayer, and shine on our darkness.
Lord Jesus, you came to abolish death and bring life and immortality to
light through the Gospel. Receive our praise and hear our prayers; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And, also with you.
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Dialog
The Lord be with you.
And, also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Hymn

“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”
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Eucharistic Prayer
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…
…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
…We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
…Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
…one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us now join together with one voice as we pray the prayer that Jesus
taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION
Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray,
Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us
bread for this journey. Send us out in service to this world that you love,
telling the amazing news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all.
Amen.
The Lighting of the Candles
As we light our candles, we remember and worship our Savior, Jesus Christ,
God’s light of love. “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord rises upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). “When Jesus spoke again to the
people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’” (John 8:12). “For you
were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and
truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9). “In the same way, let your light shine before
people, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16).
Hymn

“Silent Night”
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The Benediction
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the faithfulness of Joseph, the
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the
magi and the light of Jesus Christ our Lord. And may the Almighty God,
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit shine on you now and forevermore!
Amen.
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HYMN

“Joy to the World”
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DISMISSAL

Christ the Lord is Born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere, and
have fun doing it!
Thanks be to God.

Music and liturgical excerpts reprinted by permission One License.net #A-722106.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Join us in worship
Christmas morning at 10:00 a.m.
on Facebook Live and YouTube.
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