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(Congregation responses are in bold print) 

WELCOME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRELUDE 

 

TRINITARIAN INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father,  

and of the + Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.  

 

    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

    whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

    whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen.  

 

   Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 
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We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  

      Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen.  
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HYMN                “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”       ELW 759 
 

       

   

       

 APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE        “Glory Be to God in Heaven”                      

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 

you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 

your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

       Amen. 
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First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
5
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
6
And Solomon said, “You have shown 

great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked 

before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have 

given him a son to sit on his throne today. 
7
And now, O LORD my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only 

a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8
And your servant is in 

the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous 

they cannot be numbered or counted. 
9
Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 

evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

  
10

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 
11

God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 
12

I now do according to your word. 

Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 

before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

 

Psalm: Psalm 119:129-136 
129

Your decrees are wonderful; 

  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 
130

When your word is opened | it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 

 
131

I open my mouth and pant 

  because I long for your commandments. 

 
132

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

  as you always do to those who love your name. 
 

133
Order my footsteps in your word; 
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  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 
134

Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 
 

135
Let your face shine upon your servant 

  and teach me your statutes. 

 
136

My eyes shed streams of tears, 

  because people do not keep your teaching.  

 

Epistle Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
26

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27

And 

God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  
28

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. 
29

For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30

And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

  
31

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 
32

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of 

us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33

Who will bring any 

charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34

Who is to condemn? It 

is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 

God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
35

Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 
36

As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
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37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 
38

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
31

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;
32

it is the 

smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” 
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33

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that 

a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.” 

  
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field. 

  
45

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; 
46

on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 

and bought it. 

  
47

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 

and caught fish of every kind; 
48

when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat 

down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49

So it will be at 

the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous 
50

and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

  
51

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 
52

And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 

is new and what is old.” 

After the gospel is read, 

 The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

Musical Offering        “Hymn of Joy” -   Piano/Organ Duet – Linda Koch & 

Renate Williams Slick 
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APOSTLES’ CREED         

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate,   was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 *Or, “he descended into hell.” 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are led by the assisting minister. Each portion ends 

with these words: 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

At the conclusion of the prayers,  

 Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 

DIALOG 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 

…the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

who further taught us to pray … 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lamb of God 

 

Prayer After Communion 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us 

at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us 

forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and 

evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
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HYMN             “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”         ELW 547  

 
 

  DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord, and have fun doing it! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Music and liturgical excerpts reprinted by permission One License.net #A-722106.  
         New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ   

         in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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WELCOME VISITORS.  We extend a warm welcome to all who are 

visiting and hope you will return to worship with us again.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WE ARE EQUIPPED WITH A HEARING 

LOOP Assistive Listening System. Please 

switch your hearing aid or cochlear implant to 

“T” during worship.  Additional hearing devices 

are available from the Media Center. 

THIS WEEK AT GSLC 
 

 

SUNDAY 

10:00 a.m. – Facebook Live &       

                  You Tube  Worship  

Following worship: 

Drive-Up Holy Communion 

until 11:30 a.m. 
 

MONDAY 

10:00 a.m. -   

                   Zoom Bible Study 
 

TUESDAY 

 

 WEDNESDAY 

8:00 a.m. – SOS 
 

THURSDAY 

8:30 a.m.- 11:00 A.M.  – SOS 

  
 

FRIDAY 

8:00 a.m. – Property  

                   Workday  
 

 

      TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS  
Ann Neville and Sharon and Maxwell. Our 

sincere thanks to all! 

 
FLOWERS in the sanctuary today are given by 

Betty Sanger in memory of Karl Sanger. 

 
 MUSICAL OFFERING TODAY 

 “Hymn of Joy” – Piano/Organ Duet with 

Linda Koch and Renate Williams Slick. 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Pr. Dennis, Linda and Michael Koch, Diane 

Pawelko, Jeremy Page-Wood, Maxine  & Ray 

Whitcomb, Gerry Kauth,  Louise Olson, Helen 

Maidhof, Joseph Lepore, Leith Masters, Katherine 

Gramolini, Sheila Mandell, Dawn Clark, Ken 

Swade, Ken Drennen, Isabelle Amundsen, Dave 

Boerger, Carol Lee Johnson, Carolyn & Ray 

Creager, Barb Johnson, Tom & Sue Fowler, 

Margaret Hehn, Lucille Hoell, Barb Lauer,  Karen 

Benefiel, Rowen, Denise, Steve, Victoria, Tylor, & 

Trenton Lundsford, Bill Young, The Rev. Susan 

Reggin. Pr. Felice Johnson and Kent Gaertener 
 

 General Offering                       $3, 073.00,  

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS available upon request (ask an usher). 

REMEMBER to silence your cell phone during worship. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

REMINDER TO ALL – As you enter the sanctuary, please lower your 

voices so as not to disturb those who are meditating and praying in 

preparation for worship. 

 

DRIVE-UP COMMUNION will be available immediately following 

today’s worship service until approximately 11:30 a.m.  Assistants will be in 

the parking lot to direct you to the west side of the building to receive the 

sacrament.  

 

BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Koch’s Bible study continues on Monday 

mornings. Join in the discussion via Zoom at 10:00 a.m..  Contact Pastor 

Koch for more information or call the church office at 746-7161. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL has been cancelled due to the spike in 

COVID-19 numbers in Citrus County.    

 

BALLOTS FOR ELECTION of 2021 Congregation Officers and Council 

Members have not been distributed yet.  Look for them in your mailbox or e-

mail the end of August. 

 


