





























Drawing shows rockel-
like UFO and one of its
can-shaped occupants re-
portedly encountered by
James Townsend, 19,
while driving along high-
way near long Prairie,
Minn. Arrows show strips
of oil-like substance left
on road surface by UFO.




He went directly to the sheriff's office, arriving there at approximately 7:30 P.M. Todd county
sheriff James Bain verifies Townsend's description of himself upon arrival.

"The boy was very excited, nervous and shaky," the sheriff said.

Police Officer Luverne Lubitz of Long Prairie was present, also. The officer reports that Mr.
Townsend was "nervous and scared; he was not his natural color."

Townsend says the first thing he said to the men was: "I am not crazy nor am I drunk; neither
am I ignorant."

The officials agree. The sheriff considers the announcer "reliable and level headed;" the officer
knows him as a "hard working, well behaved boy who never drinks."

The officials drove Townsend back to the spot of the sighting. "Townsend went reluctantly,"
Officer Lubitz said. "He was scared but he went back."

While the three men were on the spot, they simultaneously observed a distant, strange "orange"
light. Officer Lubitz describes it as northerly, "more yellow-white than orange, flicking off and on and
leaving a sort of yellow tail."

On the ground, the men discovered three strips of a substance like oil. The markings were three
feet long by four inches wide, parallel to the black top road. Officer Lubitz says he never before saw
anything like them.

Both officers took Townsend's report seriously.
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WHEN THE STORY hit the wires, reaction ranged from praise to ridicule. Although Townsend
was attacked by some people, others defended him; his story was presented in a straight forward
manner by several news media.

Many Minnesotans were in no hurry to discount the story without examining it. UFO sightings
were numerous in that state all fall, especially during August. The Minneapolis Star reported on the
night of August 2, 1965, "nearly every one of more than 50 (local) police and sheriff squad cars on the
road be tween 12:20 and 2:30 A.M. called in to report seeing (unexplained) objects." One officer
reported to the dispatcher that he hoped no one would think he was "nuts," but he had "just been passed
by a star".

This was the same night that eight other states reported UFO's complete with radar sightings.
Near Justin and Ponder, Texas residents claimed a flying saucer had landed.

Regarding Townsend's experience, the St. Paul Pioneer Press (which is rapidly gaining a local
reputation among UFO buffs for fairness on the subject) printed a meticulously accurate interview with
the principals involved. On television, the "Late Don Dahl Show" permitted Mr. Townsend to tell his
story with dignity and seriousness. Not all media and individuals were so kind.

Someone described the three robots or creatures as the size of beer cans and the joke was on.
Crank mail arrived. In person and by letter, Townsend was accused of drinking or lying. Television
announcers smiled knowingly as they read the description of the unusual objects. A letter to the editor
in a Minneapolis newspaper advised Townsend to go to Hollywood where he could best use his ability
to make up a story. Most media gar bled the story. One newspaper claimed Townsend had been
"studying a lengthy article on the UFO's in a current issue of a national magazine" on the day of the
sighting. (Townsend says he read the article when people referred him to it after his experience.) The
obvious implication had been made.

Mr. Townsend was not amused. He is six foot four, well built, and not used to being the butt of
jokes. He has religious convictions against drinking; he was a counselor last summer in a Bible camp.
One week after the sighting, he refused any more interviews.

"I am sorry I ever reported the incident," he said. He permitted himself to be interviewed for
Fate only after being persuaded that his story would be presented accurately.

Independent of Townsend, men were asking questions and rallying to his support. A reporter
from as far away as San Francisco inter viewed him seriously by telephone; two other reporters tried






Early in the evening of September 3, Patrol Deputy Robert Goode of the Brazoria County,
Texas, Sheriff's Department was helping his son move an alligator when the animal bit him on the left
index finger. The wound, quite painful, swelled rapidly and bled freely. It was still bothering Goode
when later he went on duty with Chief Deputy Billy McCoy.

The night was apparently a quiet one, and the two officers drove undisturbed down Highway 36
south of Damon. Suddenly, shortly after mid night, they sighted a huge craft—about 200 feet long and
50 feet thick in the middle, tapering off toward the ends—hovering silently in the sky. The UFO carried
a purple light on its left side and a blue light on its right. Watching through binoculars, Goode and
McCoy were horrified to see the object was moving toward them at a not inconsiderable speed.
Panicking, they fled, but not before the saucer and flashed a brilliant light on the car. When its beams
fell on Goode's left arm, which hung out the window, the officer felt a "warm" sensation. This only
added to their excitement, and the two raced back to Damon at over 100 miles an hour.

Not too long afterwards, Goode and McCoy decided to return. When they did, the UFO made as
if to approach them again, and they left once again at a comparable speed. They did not come back for
a third time. But, even though they did not see the saucer again, the story was far from over. Goode was
to notice, shortly after the first encounter, that his finger was no longer bleeding or swelling. The pain
was gone, and the wound was curing un naturally fast—all this on the arm that had been exposed to the
UFO's rays.

Strange as all this was, the oddest part of all did not come until slightly later. Two strangers
appeared at the Sheriff's Office looking for Deputy Goode, who was not in. When they found him at a
West Columbia area restaurant, they immediately began to describe in detail how the UFO looked—
even before Goode had an opportunity to tell them. The ship, they continued, operated on magnetic
rays. They suggested that in the future, should he encounter a similar machine, he should co-operate
with its occupants and keep to him self any conversation that might ensue.

Major Laurence R. Leach, Jr., of Ellington Air Force Base, investigated the affair. “Both officers
appeared to be intelligent, mature, level headed and capable of sound judgment and reasoning. Chief
Deputy Sheriff McCoy holds a responsible position in the department requiring the supervision of over
42 personnel." He admitted that he had no explanation for the incident.

Mexican cases

While sightings in the United States slackened off during the last three weeks of September,
they increased spectacularly in neighboring Mexico. The writer has not been able to obtain many
details of this visitation, but the few newspaper accounts available describe rather generally a spate of
rumors involving alleged landings and contacts—many of them frankly dubious. Others seem to merit
more serious consideration. Among them is a report made by four men who saw a UFO flashing lights
near Tijuana on the U.S.-Mexican border, and on impulse signalled back with a flash light. When the
UFO began moving toward them, they ran away. Another group of people claimed to have seen a living
saucer land near the national Polytechnic Institute in Mexico City, and news papers later carried
pictures of rocks supposedly scorched by the UFO's exhaust.

Shots at Rio Vista

Two Rio Vista, California, boys fired on a UFO on September 21. About 8.30 p.m., said Danny
Bland, 18, "I was down on Riverview Road when it appeared and I ran home and then called my chum,
Tom Springs. 1 grabbed a 22 rifle and Tom took a 22 pistol. It was then about 260 feet off the ground
and moving toward the mesa of the city. The brilliance changed to a kind of smoggy red, and we were
scared. Both of us fired several shots at it. It became brighter when the bullets struck. We knew we had
hit it because the object gave off a metallic ring. The light flooded our car just as if the sun was
shining."

The next night several hundred residents of Rio Vista waited near a water tower five miles from
town where the object had allegedly appeared on a number of occasions. It did not disappoint its
audience, passing silently over the area in full view of everyone.



Unusual " Ufonaut" reports

Sightings continued to decline during October as the flap, if not really dying, was becoming less
intense. Yet those incidents that were recorded— the three of any significance—were among the most
interesting of the entire wave.

October 4, Rio Vista, California. During the evening Mrs. Betty Valine was sitting outside with
her 12-year-old son Robbie when they sighted a large plate-shaped machine with a dome on top. Inside
this dome stood three "people", plainly visible.

October 13, Minto, North Dakota. Two 15-yearold high school girls, Marg Gudajtes and Judy
Norlock, watched a huge UFO land in a park on the edge of town, and later described it as a metallic
oval, with bluish lights. It was still there when they left but had gone when they returned with help. All
that remained of the visitation was an oval ring of crushed grass.

October 23, Long Prairie, Minnesota. In one of the most unusual ufonaut encounter reports of
recent years, a 19-year-old radio announcer named James Townsend was driving down Highway 27
near Long Prairie—the time was 7.15 p.m.—when, as he rounded a curve, "all of a sudden my engine
stopped, my lights went out and my radio stopped playing. I let the car coast and then I put on the
brakes because I saw this thing in the center of the highway.

“It was like a rocket ship. It was about 30 feet tall and about 10 feet in diameter. It was sitting
on fins. Then I saw them. They were standing in a big circle of light under the ship.

"I jumped out of my car and was going to try to knock one over but then they came at me. They
came right up to the car. There were three of them."

"They ‘looked like 303 cans’. They had no eyes or anything. Just those tripod legs and those
matchstick arms", extending from their bottoms and sides. Their color was a kind of brownishblack.
Townsend thought they had come from behind the because he had not seen them step out of it.

"They may have been robots", he told Clarke John Jansen of Fate magazine, "but they acted
like creatures".

"I can't explain it because they didn't have eyes", he went on, "but they were looking right at
me". For some moments Townsend and the beings "stared" at each other, the witness be coming
increasingly frightened;" then they turned around and scooted under the ship. The light was so bright 1
didn't see where they went.

"Then there was a high-pitched humming sound and the ship took off straight up. It went up
about a quarter of a mile, stopped for a moment and then disappeared. After it left, my lights on the car
came back on and the engine started running. And I didn't touch it, either. I just can't explain that. Then
I heard my radio playing again.

"I got out of there fast"

Townsend immediately reported the incident to Todd County Sheriff James Bain and Long
Prairie policeman Luverne Lubitz, whom he assured he was not " crazy, drunk, or ignorant". He was
obviously shaken, according to Lubitz, who knew him as "reliable and level-headed"—a hardworking,
well behaved boy who never drinks". (Townsend, who the summer before had served as a counseilor at
a Bible camp, has religious convictions against drinking).

The officers drove Townsend back to the scene of the purported landing, even though the young
man, still badly frightened, seemed reluctant. Once there, the men looked up and to their amazement
sighted a strange yellow light moving across the sky.

Although one newspaper announced contemptuously that "they couldn't find any trace of the
'space visitor '," such was not the case. On the ground the officers and Townsend discovered three
strips, three feet long by four inches wide, com posed of an oil-like material. It was like nothing they
had ever seen before, said officer Lubitz. The two men were convinced that Townsend was telling the
truth.

Two other sightings in the area the night of the 23rd added credibility to the tale. Over
Minneapolis, at 7.00 p.m.—15 minutes before Townsend's experience—a 14-year-old boy, Ray









I, personally, will he most happy when one of the Earth's space programs puts explorers on the moon's
surface and they deny or verify some of the astounding claims made by this unique author.
George Adamski died recently. His final book was "Flying Saucers Farewell".

James Townsend

At 7:15 p.m. on October 23, 1965, James
Townsend, 19-year-old announcer for radio station KEYL
of Long Prairie, Minnesota, about 120 miles NW of
Minneapolis, was driving west on Highway 27 about 4
miles east of Long Prairie when he rounded a curve. He
slammed on his brakes to avoid hitting a rocket-like object
in the road. It was about 30-40 feet high and 10 feet in
diameter. The motor, lights, and radio of his car had
suddenly quit. The scene was brightly illuminated by a
light coming from the bottom of the rocket. Townsend got
out of the car, which had stopped about 20 feet from the
object, with the idea he might push it over to hold as
"possible evidence". He had tried unsuccessfully to restart
his car to push with it. On his cautious approach, he
noticed the ship had a peculiar nose-shape, no markings,
and no opening. Suddenly his way was blocked by three
incredible objects. "They may have been robots", he said,
"but they acted like creatures". They were the size of No.
303 cans, (this is a 16 oz. size) without features, brownish
black, and with two arms and three legs, all the size of '
pencils or matchsticks. He believed they came from :
behind the ship, and appeared to be defending it. He "felt" a setch of the mcket una st pesular bl point bewd. T
they were looking right at him, even though they had 10 | tmeen, e e oo e
apparent eyes. After staring at each other for some time,

Townsend became frightened, and started back to his car. The things scurried under the light of the
rocket. This light built up in intensity. A humming noise developed which hurt his ears. The ship
resembled a glowing flashlight as it took off, lighting up the area as bright as day. The light in the
bottom then shut off.

A remarkable thing now occurred to the car. The radio went on. The headlights flashed on. The
car motor started itself. He raced breathlessly back to town to report his experience to the sheriff's
office. Later in the month he went on TV and several radio shows recounting his experiences. Now, as
frequently happens, the controversy started. Townsend was both at tacked and defended. Sheriff Bain
and Officer Lubitz claim, "I believe him". Someone made a joke about the "robots" as beer cans, which
led to ridicule. He was accused in person and in letter, of drinking and lying. However, the police knew
him as a level-headed, hard-working boy who never drinks. This last is against his religious
convictions.

On the night of the sighting, the officers had driven him, reluctantly on his part, back to the
scene. They simultaneously observed a distant orange, or yellow-orange light flickering on and off, and
leaving a yellow tail. On the ground they discovered three strips of a substance like oil. The markings
were three feet long by four Inches wide, and parallel to the black-top road. Officer Lubitz said he had
never seen anything like it before. With the ensuing publicity, other points now became known. On the
night of August 2, nearly nil of fifty police and squad cars on the road from 12:20 to 2:30 a.m. reported
that they saw unexplained objects. One officer hoped the dispatcher wouldn't think he was "nuts"', but




he had "just been passed by a star". That same night eight other states reported visual and radar
sightings. Texas residences reported a saucer had landed.

One week after his contact, James Townsend was so Irritated by the attitude of some of the
people that he refused any more interviews. "I am sorry. I ever reported the incident" he said. A
Minneapolis businessman said his 14-year-old junior high son was studying the stars with his 200X
three Inch reflector telescope, when a "Buck Rogers like thing" passed through his viewing field. He
studied it carefully as It crossed slowly from NE to SE until it disappeared behind some trees. It
resembled an inverted sombrero with an extra wide brim. It seemed to be illuminated from within by a
white light, had hard lines, and was bigger than any star. The lad had told his parents about it, but they
said nothing until the Townsend story broke. The telescope sighting occurred about a quarter hour
before the Townsend incident. Sheriff! Bain said three boys coon hunting that night in the contact area
reported seeing a strange light in the sky at the time the rocket took off.

“I know what I saw, and I know it was real," Townsend says. "I am telling the truth". Retold
from FATE, February 1960.

Alexander Hamilton Story

"The Farmers' Advocate" of Yates Center, Kansas, printed a strange account as related to Its
reporter by Alexander Hamilton of Vernon, Kansas, in the April 23, 1897 issue. There had been a
number of reports of "airship" sightings around that year. For example, two farm hands reported a
conversation they had with the crew of an "airship" on April 15, 1897 at Springfield, Illinois. The initial
sightings of the ship came from California in November and December of 1896.

Our Mr. Hamilton was a settler from the early days, a former member of the Legislature, and
well known in surrounding counties. At 10:00 p.m. on the previous night he had been awakened by a
noise in the cow pen. Thinking that perhaps his bulldog was loose, he arose and looked out the door
amazed. A giant airship was descending over the cattle about 40 rods from the house. He called his
tenant, Gid Heslip and his own son. They approached to within 50 yards of the ship which had gently
descended to within 30 feet of the ground. It consisted of a great cigar-shaped portion estimated at 300
feet long with a carriage and underneath. The carriage had some transparent panels alternating with
narrow strips of some other material. Everything within was visible from the brilliant lighting. There
were three lights, one like an immense searchlight, and two smaller, one red and one green. The large
one could be swiveled.

It was occupied by 6 of the strangest beings he ever saw. There were two men, a woman, and
three children. They were jabbering together, but the Hamilton party could not understand anything.
The opaque part of the vessel was a dark reddish color. A noise caused the inmates to shine the light on
the mute and frightened watchers. A great 30 foot turbine wheel, which had been slowly revolving
below the craft began to buzz like a cylinder separator, and the craft rose lightly. About 30 feet over
them it paused over a 3 year old struggling heifer which was apparently caught in the fence, but was
actually tangled in a reddish material rope from the craft. Being unsuccessful in loosening the half-inch
cable, the Hamiltons cut it off (probably with the axes they had brought). They were amazed to see
ship, cow, and all rise slowly and sail off into the northwest. Unable to sleep, he arose early the next
morning and set out on horse back in search of his cow. That evening he found that Lank Thomas, who
lived in Coffee County about 3 miles west of Le-Roy had found the hide, head, and legs in his field that
day. Lank thought someone had stolen and butchered the beast, but was unable to find any tracks in the
soft ground.

Hamilton continued with his story. "I went home last night, but every time I would drop to
sleep, I would see the cursed thing with its big lights and hideous people. I don't know whether they
were devils or angels, or what, but we all saw them, and my family saw the ship, and I don't want any
more to do with them."















Townsend said Sunday his meeting with a spaceship and three “creatures” took place about 7:15
p. m. Saturday on a blacktop road about four miles east of Long Prairie as he was driving his 1956
model car around a curve in the road.

The 1964 Anoka high school graduate and announcer for radio station KEYL said that he came
around the curve he saw an upright, rocket-like object straddling the road.

It was about 30 or 40 feet high and about 10 feet in diameter “and seemed to be resting on legs
or fins,” he said.

“My car engine, lights and radio went out and I slammed on my brakes,” Townsend said. “I
stopped about 30 feet in front of it.

“My first thought was to knock it over with the car so I could have some evidence, but the car
was dead. Then I got our with the idea of trying to push it over by hand.

“When I got to the front of my car three creatures that looked like individual tin cans on tripods,
and were about six inches tall, came from behind the rocket.

“They didn’t have eyes that I could see but I knew they were looking at me. I stopped. I didn’t
have any desire to get closer.

“There was no sound — just dead silence. It seemed like ages as we looked at each other.

“Then they went up into the rocket, which had a bright colorless light glowing out of the
bottom. There was a loud hum. The rocket went up and disappeared from my sight.

“When the light on the bottom went out after it was in the air my car radio and lights came on —
and my engine started without having to tough the starter.” Townsend said his car has an automatic
transmission and he had placed the selector lever in “park.”

Townsend, a non-drinker (“I don’t believe in it as a Christian™), said his heart was pounding and
his legs “were like rubber.”

“I drove 90 miles an hour back to Long Prairie to report what I saw, but I wondered if people
would believe me,” he said.

“I was sure of two things — the rocket (it towered above the trees along the road, he said) was a
spaceship of some kind and the three objects that came out of it were creatures like nothing else in the
animal world I have ever seen,” he said.

“They definitely were not people as I know them.”

Townsend said the rocket ship took off, looking “just like a flashlight that is turned on and then
lifted up from the table with the light at the bottom.”

The regional air traffic control center at Farmington, Minn., reported it had no radar sightings of
fast-moving objects Saturday night in the Long Prairie area, about 125 miles northwest of the Twin
Cities. A center spokesman said, however, that not all low-flying objects would show up on its screens.

When Townsend arrived at the Todd county Sheriff’s office he was met by Sheriff Jim Bain and
Long Prairie police officer Lavern Lubitz.

“The first thing I told them was that I was not crazy and not drunk,” he said, “and then I told
them what I saw.”

Sheriff Bain said Sunday no concrete evidence was found at the spot where Townsend said he
saw the rocket, but added that he knows Townsend to be “reliable and level-headed and I believe he
told us the truth.”

Bain said Sunday that three youths who had been hunting coons in the same area reported
seeing “a light in the sky” at the same time Townsend said the object took off.

Lubitz, who accompanied Bain and Townsend back to the scene of the reported encounter, said
he also believes Townsend was reporting what he had seen.

“He was scared and nervous and when we asked him if he wanted to show us the spot he said
‘not if I don’t have to,” but he went with us,” Lubitz said. “I know he didn’t want to but he did.”

Lubitz said Sunday he talked with “several people who have seen strange things around here but
they don’t want their names mentioned.”









