
JANUARY 19, 1965 – BRAND’S FLAT 
VIRGINIA

William Blackburn,  a  resident  of  Waynesboro,  Virginia,  was 
working at the Augusta County Archery Club off Route 250, 
near Brand's Flats, when at approximately 5:40 PM, on January 
19, 1965, he saw two objects in the sky. 
One of these UFOs, the smaller of the two, descended to the 
ground and landed approximately 18 yards from the witness. 
From  it  emerged  three  beings  of  extraordinary  appearance, 
each about three feet high.

They were dressed in clothes of the same shiny, peculiar color 
as the object. One had an extremely long finger on one Band. 
The beings' eyes were particularly penetrating: according to the 
witness, "they seemed to look through you." 

As the creatures approached the witness, to within 12 yards, he 
froze in fright, a double-edged axe in his hand. After uttering 
some unintelligible sounds, the beings turned and reentered the 
object  through a  door  that  appeared  to  "mold  itself  into  the 
ship." 

The object then ascended and disappeared. 

Following the appearance of Blackburn's account in the local 
press,  the  witness  told  of  being  visited  by  members  of  a 
government agency whom he would not identify, although he 
said he was told not to say anything further about his sighting. 

In  an  investigation  conducted  by  Richard  Hall  and  several 
NICAP staff members, strong evidence was found to support 
the witness' report of being silenced. 



In  spite  of  this,  the  investigators  were  able  to  secure  some 
additional  details  on  the  sighting.  The  area  of  the  reported 
sighting is close to Fishersville, Va., the site of another landing 
(but with no reported occupants) which had occurred less than 
a month before.

o o o

The  climax  of  the  phenomenon  was  a  “close  encounter” 
reported by General Electric engineer William Blackburn. On 
Jan.  22,  at  5:40  pm,  the  Fishersville  resident  reported  two 
saucers landed near him as he cut wood at an archery range 
near Brands Flat. He claimed three beings about three feet tall, 
wearing a  shiny material,  debarked from the larger  ship and 
approached within 12 yards of him.

As  Blackburn  watched,  frozen  in  fear,  he  noted  they  were 
“shaped like humans,” with one having very long fingers. They 
carried no weapons and did not appear hostile. He said they 
uttered unintelligible  sounds before returning back into their 
ship.

“I am sure I did not have a hallucination,” he told the News-
Virginian of the 30-minute encounter. “I didn’t use to believe in 
these things. This made me a believer.”

Is he the correct Mr. Blackburn? Not sure… confirm, please!



The site of the incident today

Reliability evaluation: 
low

one witness only, no evidences, inconsistent investigation,
possible invention on the strength of the previous incident


