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The 1977 Flora, Mississippi UFO Encounter, 

issued on September 13, 2019 by Marcus Lowth.

An incident from February 1977 over the small town of Flora, 
Mississippi is still remembered by the town’s residents today 
over 40 years later. Two police officers, while on a standard 
evening  patrol,  would  witness  a  huge  disc  approach  their 
vehicle and hover over it for around a minute. What’s more, on 
the same evening, several other reports would also surface.

The main witness would receive quite a temporary shock of 
attention, most of it state-wide, but some coming from much 
further afield. That he was very obviously uncomfortable with 
such a constant barrage of questions, and what he undoubtedly 
saw as an annoying intrusion into his professional and private 
life, is perhaps an indication of the credibility of the incident.

Indeed, even today in the Mississippi community, the incident 
is recalled and remembered. And not necessarily in a tongue-
in-cheek way as many such encounters. Perhaps the fact that 
several similar encounters took place around the same time in 
the Magnolia State lends it that little bit more authenticity.

On the evening of 10th February 1977, Deputy Kenneth Creel 
and Constable James Luke, both of Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department, were on routine patrol duty around the small town 
of Flora in Mississippi.



Creel would spot the object first while driving approximately 
four  miles  outside  of  Flora.  He  at  first  thought  it  was  a 
particularly bright star.  However,  the more he watched it  he 
realized it was growing rapidly brighter. And bigger.

The closer it got to them the more the actual shape of the object 
began to become clear. By the time he realized it was distinctly 
disc-shaped, he would radio the Mississippi Highway Patrol. 
As the object approached their location, passing over one of the 
fields that ran alongside the road, the shape of this strange craft 
became even clearer.

When it was “about 200 yards” from their car, Creel stopped 
the vehicle. Each of the officers sat silently attempting to hear 
any sounds that  might  be coming from this  strange craft.  A 
noise “like a blender…like it was straining, when you first put 
ice in it!”

Within seconds the object was hovering directly over the patrol 
car, giving the impression it was “being piloted” as it did.

The object remained in place, hovering over their patrol car, 
approximately 20 to 30 feet above them. Creel  would recall 
looking directly up at the object from his patrol car. Although 
he couldn’t  see any occupants or pilots,  he did report  “little 
windows” on the craft with “light coming out” of them. This 
light,  he would elaborate,  would change color several times, 
including blue, red, and green.

The officers would watch the object for around a minute before 
Creel started the engine and began slowly reversing so he could 
turn the vehicle around. However, the object “just picked up 
and took off”, vanishing within seconds.



He would later recall to the press:

“I know I’m not crazy. I’ve always said I didn’t believe in this  
stuff! I don’t know what I saw but I know I saw something!”

Just  before  the  object  took  off  at  high  speed,  Highway 
Patrolman Louis Younger had pulled up to the scene. He too 
saw  the  round  object  hovering  over  the  patrol  car  before 
disappearing at high speed.

Although  they  didn’t  know  it  at  the  time,  as  well  as  other 
witnesses to  the events  on the night  in  question,  there were 
others from accounts in the days that followed.

Creel, Luke, or Younger were not the only witnesses to strange 
events that evening. Several others would report similar strange 
aerial  happenings  that  evening  over  Flora.  These  included 
Deputy  Charles  Bowering  and  Highway  Patrolman  Joe 
Chandler, who would claim to view the object from a distance.

Another  police  officer,  Hubert  Roberts  would  claim to  have 
“blinked his  police car  headlights” at  the  object  to  which  it 
responded.

Several  nights  later,  however,  in  nearby  Jayess,  news  of 
another incident with multiple witnesses would surface.

While there appears to be some discrepancy as to the actual 
date of the sighting, it would seem that most put an incident at 
Jayess on the evening of 12th February 1977 – several days 
after  the sighting of  Creel,  Luke,  and the other  officers  and 
residents of Flora.

On the night in question, Mr. and Mrs. Darwin Alexander, Mrs. 
Denver  Alexander  (Denver  being  Darwin’s  brother)  and  her 
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son, Eddie, who lived on the same street, and another neighbor, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cothern, would report seeing a bizarre “upside 
down  dish-shaped”  craft  hovering  over  the  quiet  suburban 
street.

Mrs. Darwin Alexander would receive a call from her sister-in-
law telling her to look out of her window. She, along with her 
husband duly did.  There,  hovering overhead was brightly lit 
craft.  She  would  further  recall  how  the  object  made  a 
“swooshing noise” but otherwise just “hovered silently”.

Meanwhile,  in the Denver  Alexander  household,  where Mrs. 
Denver  Alexander,  Eddie,  and the  Cotherns  all  stood in  the 
back yard of the property viewing the grey, hovering object. At 
evenly spaced intervals were glowing red lights, while at the 
top was a dome.

The six witnesses, each from their respective positions, would 
watch the craft for several minutes. Then, and again like the 
sighting in Flora, the object would take off into the night sky 
and disappear without warning.

On the same evening, at nearby Brookhaven Municipal Airport, 
several more reports were received from concerned members 
of the public regarding the strange sighting.

Only  the  previous  month  several  other  sightings  occurred 
throughout Mississippi.

For  example,  on  the  evening  of  6th  January  1977  at  a 
convenience store in Yazoo City, the witness,  who  wished to 
remain anonymous, claimed a friend of hers suddenly burst in 
claiming  they  had  just  been  pulled  over  by  the  police. 
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However,  when  asked  the  reason,  the  friend  claimed  the 
patrolman  had  seen  a  UFO  and  wanted  the  motorist  as  a 
corroborative witness to the events.

Intrigued by the claims, the witness and her boyfriend would 
drive out to the location. However, when they arrived nothing 
out of the ordinary was taking place. They would instead drive 
to the lake and park by the waterside.

Not  long  after,  however,  the  inside  of  the  vehicle  would 
suddenly  light  up.  When  the  pair  looked  out  of  the  back 
window, they could see two strange objects “each the size of 3 
Cadillacs”. The witness would further describe them as “oval 
and dark” but with “amber lights around the base”. She would 
estimate they were approximately 30 feet above the ground.

The  two  objects  remained  in  their  positions  for  around  10 
minutes before suddenly, but calmly, moving over their vehicle 
and into the distance. One of them “zipped off” out of sight in a 
matter of seconds. The other, however, appeared to land in a 
nearby field. When the pair went to investigate, though, there 
was nothing there.

A similar incident to the apparently discreet wave of sightings 
throughout Mississippi occurred several years earlier. However, 
its location and the details of the incident are indeed of interest 
to us here.

Only days before the sightings over Flora, an incident in broad 
daylight in the neighboring state of Louisiana would unfold. 
According  to  an  account  in  the  March  1977  edition  of  the 
APRO  Bulletin,  Mrs.  Gayle  Rodriguez  and  her  son,  Brian, 



were  driving  along  the  motorway  when  a  “silvery  colored” 
object cut across the sky in front of them.

The craft that the mother and son witnessed that afternoon on 
the Louisiana highway appeared to move in bizarre stops and 
starts.  Rodriguez would later  describe the object  as  like “an 
upside-down saucer with a flat bottom and a dome on top in the 
middle”. Furthermore, and matching later descriptions of crafts 
in Flora,  there was a row of lights around the side that was 
clearly rotating and changing colors including blue, green and 
white.

The  craft  eventually  disappeared  into  the  distance.  The 
Rodriguez sighting, though, was just the (then) latest in a line 
of recent strange aerial reports from the residents of Louisiana. 
A  string  of  sightings  that,  in  fact,  almost  mirrored  those 
unfolding in Mississippi.

For example,  one of the first  reported sightings of the 1977 
Louisiana mini-wave was that of Mr. and Mrs. Digangi, who 
while driving along Judge Perez Highway on the evening of the 
15th  January  witnessed  “three  lights  chained  together”.  Mr. 
Digangi would estimate they were at an altitude of around 5oo 
feet. Three days later, the couples’ teenage daughter witnessed 
the same object outside their home.

Three days following the Digangis’ daughter’s sighting, along 
the waters of the bayou, Irwin Menesses and Robert Melerine 
were guiding their boat close to the riverbank when a sudden 
and  bright  light  descended  toward  them out  of  nowhere.  It 
would stop just short of 50 feet above them.



At the same time,  the boat  appeared strangely stalled in the 
water.  The  engine  was  working  as  it  should,  but  the  boat 
refused to cut through the water and instead simply churned 
water. Even stranger, both men felt a strange paralysis come 
over  them.  In  a  bizarre  detail  that  mirrors  other  similar 
paralysis  accounts,  they  retained  the  ability  to  breathe  and 
speak but had seemingly lost all control over all other muscles. 
As soon as the object moved away, both they and the boat came 
back to life.

Perhaps even more interesting about this particular sighting is 
the  fact  that  the  object  would  then  move  around  the  oil 
refineries and water towers of the area. Almost as if surveying 
them.
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Another source:

The Tiny Town In Mississippi  With A Terribly Creepy Past, 
posted on January 23, 2018 by Daniella DiRienzo

When  thinking  about  Mississippi’s  small  towns,  creepy is 
probably the last word that comes to mind. But you might think 
differently  once  you  hear  about  the  strange  event  that  took 
place in Flora, MS decades ago.

Tucked away in Madison County, Flora is a tiny town with just 
under 2000 residents.
Though  most  known  as  the  home  of  Mississippi’s  Petrified 
Forest, the remote community has another distinguishing trait - 
it's the site of "one of the most famous UFO sightings in the 
world."



The peculiar event, which took place on the night of February 
10, 1977, was witnessed by nearly two dozen police officers as 
well  as  several  locals.  Witnesses  described  seeing  a  "giant 
floating object" just above the tree line in a local cotton field.

The  UFO  hovered  nearly  20’ off  the  ground  for  about  45 
minutes before moving. According to records, police officers 
followed the object until  it  disappeared behind the tree line. 
The  UFO  was  described  as  being  "blue  in  color,  kind  of 
metallic blue, portholes around the center of it, shaped like an 
old spinning top kids used to use."

Following  the  event,  several  witnesses  recounted  the  eerie 
ordeal.  One  of  the  witnesses  was  Madison County  Sheriff’s 
Deputy Kenny Creel.  It’s  said his  description  of  the strange 
event  made  it  "world  famous,"  garnering  attention  from 
national media.

Some witnesses chose to remain quiet, which many believe is a 
forced choice. One witness, who requested to stay anonymous, 
believes  the  CIA told  others  to  stop talking about  the  Flora 
UFO sighting.

Since  that  night  in  1977,  witness  Pat  Frascogna  has  been 
conducting  research  and  gathering  evidence,  hoping  to 
determine  if  the  objects  were  terrestrial  or  not.  While 
investigating, he stumbled upon something strange deep in the 
woods – two patches of earth where plants  no longer  grow. 
About 15’ in diameter, each patch is circular and completely 
devoid of plant life.

The  fact  that  the  UFO  was  initially  spotted  by  credible 
witnesses  in  law  enforcement  makes  the  entire  ordeal  that 



much  more  believable  and,  in  turn,  more  frightening.  And 
according  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  "people  are  still  seeing 
UFOs around Flora." He continued, "…the sightings are a town 
secret."

Sketch of the scene of the incident



2019: witness Pat Frescogna back on the site

The woods where Mr Frescogna stumbled in two 
patches of earth where plants no longer grow

Reliability evaluation: 

TRUE


