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We begin a New Year with 

great hopes and expectations. 
Recollecting the past may 
bring forth memories of fail-
ings or heartaches, but with 
the grace of God, we look for-

ward to a brighter future. 
Each day, we draw closer to 
eternity. The New Year acts 
as a marker in time, much like 
a mile marker on the highway 

marks off distances. We see 
how far we have come or how 
much closer we have drawn to 
our destination. It’s important 

to remember that God’s grace 
is always with us, guiding us 
through our reflections and 
towards a brighter future. 

We must look back with 

clearer eyes than when we 
were first passing through. 
They say that hindsight is al-

ways 20/20. As we move for-
ward, we are never really sure 
of what lies ahead. There al-
ways seems to be some obsta-
cle or impediment in the way 

of our goals. This necessitates 
that we must be flexible and 
adaptable to changing situa-

tions. Many times, in the sur-
prise of sudden changes that 
we did not expect, we make 

faulty or bad decisions that 
we must later repent of or at 
least regret. 

With hindsight, we are al-

ready aware of the entire situ-
ation. We can look back with 
clarity of vision and see 
where we thought we were 

going, what got in our way, 
and how we acted in each sit-
uation. This is what is often 
referred to as ‘20/20 hind-

sight’, a term that means we 
have a clear understanding of 
past events and can see how 
they could have been handled 
better. We see what we did, 

and we understand what we 
could have done that might 
have made it better or worse. 

While looking back and 

“crying over spilled milk” 
may seem unproductive, it’s 
crucial to reflect on the past. 
Every history student knows 

that those who refuse to learn 
from history are doomed to 
repeat it. This is perhaps the 

A New Year 
Bishop Giles Butler, OFM DD 
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not done or the evil which we 
are guilty of. While reflecting 
upon these truths is frequently 

very painful, it is, nonethe-
less, necessary. 

We review the past so that we 

may plan the future. Knowing 
what does not work, either 
from the mistakes of others or 
from our own personal expe-
rience, can save us a lot of 

time and effort. In scientific 
experimentation, we under-
stand that knowing what does 
not work is just as important 

as knowing what will work. 
Knowing what not to do saves 
us valuable time since we do 
not have to keep doing the 
same thing repeatedly, never 

achieving the desired goal. 
Every failure, therefore, has a 
positive aspect to it. The same 
is true in our own lives. If we 
have fallen, we should, upon 

reflection, be able to see not 
only the fall but also what led 
up to it and what its immedi-
ate and remote causes were. 

If our mistake was a sin, we 

shall find the occasion that led 
to it. Once we know the occa-
sion, it is a simple matter for 

us to look forward to avoiding 
that occasion forever. By 
‘avoiding the occasion’, we 
mean identifying the triggers 

greatest tragedy of all time. 
Men fail to learn from the 
past. How frustrating it is for 

every parent who tries to keep 
their children from making 
the same mistakes that they 
have made. Yet, it seems that 
every child demands the right 

to repeat the same mistakes of 
their parents and even to add 
more of their own to them. 
Once the mistake or error has 

been made, it cannot be un-
done. We may repent and 
make amends, but the act has 
still been done. However, by 
learning from these mistakes, 

we can empower ourselves to 
make better decisions in the 
future. 

The New Year is a significant 

time to examine our con-
sciences. While we may never 
fully understand the true his-
tory of our ancestors, we do 

know our own history. As we 
examine our consciences, we 
see our own history and the 
part we have played in the 
history of those around us. 

We can sometimes acknow-
ledge the good that we have 
done (but always with the 
humble realization that this 

good was only made possible 
by the grace of God), but oth-
er times, we are forced to 
view the good that we have 
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sight. We necessarily should 
do so with humility and wis-
dom so that from the past we 

can move forward in a posi-
tive direction. Having been on 
the detours, let us get back on 
the correct route so that we 
may reach our destination of 

Heaven as safely as possible. 
We do not know how many 
more of these New Year time 
markers will be ours, so let us 

make the best use of the one 
we have now. 

or situations that lead us to 
sin, and consciously steering 
clear of them. If we avoid the 

occasion that led to the sin, 
we will, in effect, avoid the 
sin itself. This is the reason-
ing that every rational being 
must employ if he is to ad-

vance in the spiritual life. 

This January may we each 
look to our personal and col-

lective pasts in the light of 
God’s grace and 20/20 hind-

 
 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

O most beautiful God, I sincerely and humbly thank 
you for all your many benefits to me during the past 
year, and for the privilege of beginning a new year. 

Do mercifully continue your help and protection , so 
that I may not only spend this year in your service, 

but may also increase from day to day in fervor and in 
the performance of good works. May all my 

thoughts, words, and actions be for your greater 
honor and glory, for my own sanctification, and for 

the good of souls. These favors I ask from your 
goodness through the merits of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, Who for the salvations of souls first shed His 
precious blood on this day. Amen.  
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Is it time to renew your subscription?  

Or have you received a sample copy? 

Check your mailing label and the last page of this  

issue for Subscription Details. 

The     
Sunday  
Sermon 

   The Sunday Sermon is a 
biweekly paper that offers a 
few spiritual thoughts for each 
Sunday throughout the year. 
 

   The Sunday Sermon began 
with a desire of our people, 
who could not attend Mass on 
Sundays, to receive these 
messages. 
 

   The Sunday Sermon has 
now become very popular. 
Subscribers are asking that we 
send The Sunday Sermon to 
their friends and relatives. 

   We only ask the small do-
nation of $15.00 per year (or 
whatever you can afford) to 
help us cover the cost of  pro-
duction and mailing. 
 
    Why not subscribe today, 
for yourself or for a friend? 
 
Please write to: 
 

The Sunday Sermon  
3376 Mt. Read Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14616 
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What Would Jesus Do? 

Father Anthony Lentz, OFM 

person, so any insult done to 
the image or the name is, in 
fact, an insult to the person it 
represents. This is why avoid-
ing familiarity when using Our 
Lord’s Name is important – 
too much familiarity breeds a 
lot of contempt. His Name 
must be given the most solemn 
reverence, for anything less 
would be an insult to Our Lord 
Himself. This insult, or more 
correctly, irreverence, is often 
displayed when there is no in-
tention to offend. An example 
is the phrase commonly heard 
today, “What would Jesus 
do?” 

This phrase is fine in itself, 
and it could become a source 
of meditation. It could become 
a supernatural aid in helping 
souls advance in their spiritual 
life. This can only come about 
if it is taken in the proper and 
correct sense. Unfortunately, 
though, it has been so twisted 
by worldly-minded people that 
it has lost any spiritual mean-
ing. Sadly, it is often used as a 
means of quieting anyone who 
objects to another’s sinful life. 
“You should not judge oth-
ers,” they will say, “think – 
what would Jesus do?” It is 

“Be it known to you all, and to 
all the people of Israel: that by 
the Name of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth Whom you 
crucified, Whom God hath 
raised from the dead, even by 
Him this man stands here be-
fore you whole.....For there is 
no other Name under heaven 
given to men, whereby we 
must be saved.” (Acts 4, 10-
12) 

This short Scripture passage is 
taken from the Epistle for the 
Feast of the Holy Name of Je-
sus. St. Peter and the other 
Apostles had just received the 
Holy Ghost and were now 
bravely preaching the Gospel. 
As the first pope, St. Peter 
preached this sermon before 
they baptized five-thousand 
converts. Reread this passage, 
and let it have an effect upon 
you! The confession of faith 
St. Peter displays is inspiring. 
The truth it contains is enlight-
ening. Its reality is nothing 
more than humbling. He re-
veals to us that the saving 
power of Jesus’ Name is a 
condition, or rather, a necessi-
ty for salvation! 

A person’s name, just like his 
or her picture, represents that 
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to make His Name a slogan to 
sell coffee is certainly not re-
specting and honoring the 
Name of Jesus Christ. As 
Catholics, we must keep in 
mind not to become prey to 
these types of novelties. We 
must seek to rise above these 
things and revere this Holy 
Name! We honor and rever-
ence it by daily meditating up-
on the life and teachings of 
Our Lord. Combining this 
with studying the Truths of 
Faith, the only way to know 
what Our Lord would do in 
any given situation is to exam-
ine what He did and, in turn, 
examine what we do. 

When we hear a person use 
the Lord’s Name in vain and 
insult Him in a number of 
ways, how do we respond? 
Are we silent? Is this silence 
because we value human re-
spect more than honoring 
God? What would Jesus do? 
When Our Lord entered the 
temple and saw the money 
changers selling their mer-
chandise, did He walk away 
and leave them alone? Cer-
tainly not! He fashioned Him-
self a whip and chased them 
out, “My house is a house of 
prayer. But you have made it 
into a den of thieves!” (St. 
Luke 19, 45) He stood up for 
the honor of His Father’s 
house; should we then not do 
the same? 

true that we must not rashly 
judge another person, but there 
is a vast contrast between 
rashly judging and forming a 
judgment. Say, for instance, 
that you know someone who 
lives a licentious and immoral 
life; it is either public 
knowledge or you know about 
it first-hand. You simply com-
pare their lifestyle with God’s 
Sixth and Ninth Command-
ments, and then you can make 
a judgment. You are not judg-
ing the sinner but the sin; you 
are then duty-bound by the 
laws of charity to do whatever 
you can to help this person 
repent, either by admonitions, 
prayers, or both. By doing 
this, you are simply doing 
what Jesus would do. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ loves all 
men; this is not a mere human 
affection but the love of the 
God-man who desires the sal-
vation of all.  

Again, I stress that the world 
has perverted this thought so 
much that it has become a 
joke. Once, while I was wait-
ing in the check-out line of a 
natural foods store, I looked 
over to their natural coffee se-
lection, and they had a little 
sign that read, “What would 
Jesus brew?” This would have 
been almost comical if it was 
not, at the very least, border-
line blasphemy. Perhaps Our 
Lord had a favorite drink, but 
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what Jesus did: do you do 
likewise? 

Catholics must remember that 
we are all called to the school 
of Christ. He is indeed the 
straight and narrow path that 
leads to salvation. His words 
and deeds are the bricks that 
pave this path. Every step 
must be taken in imitation of 
Christ. If we learn to love the 
Lord thy God with our whole 
hearts, minds, and souls and 
our neighbors as ourselves, 
then we will have followed the 
whole law. We will follow 
Christ’s example by simply 
doing what He would do! 

“For which cause God also 
hath exalted Him, and hath 
given Him a Name which is 
above all names: That in the 
Name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those that are 
in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth.” (St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians 2:10) 

Ask yourself these questions. 
How do you respond when 
someone talks or treats you in 
a way you do not like? Is it in 
anger? Do you have thoughts 
of revenge? Do you fight 
back, seeking your “eye for an 
eye” and your “tooth for a 
tooth”? If you find that you 
are guilty of this, then ask the 
question: what would Jesus 
do? Meditate upon His Dolor-
ous Passion, and you will re-
ceive more than a sufficient 
answer. “Behold the Man!” 
During His Passion, what did 
Our Lord endure? He was 
mocked, spit upon, beaten, 
scourged, and crucified. How 
did He respond during these 
torments? He responded with 
silence. He patiently suffered 
all because it pleased His 
Heavenly Father. Afterward, 
while on the Cross, He even 
prayed for His executioners – 
“Father, forgive them for they 
do not know what they 
do!” (St. Luke 23, 34) This is 

“The sweet Name of Jesus produces in us holy 
thoughts, fills the soul with noble sentiments, 

strengthens virtue, begets good works, and nourishes 
pure affection. All spiritual food leaves the soul dry, 
if it contain not that penetrating oil, the Name Jesus.”  

 
~St. Bernard of Clairvaux  
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cy, we must stop the immedi-
ate destruction first. 

In the world, we find political 
parties from one end of the 
spectrum to the other. We see 
every perversity espoused and 
promoted in various degrees by 
one or more worldly sects or 
groups. We cannot even seem 
to agree on what is right and 
wrong. Objective reality no 
longer exists in the minds of 
many in the world today. Eve-
rything is now subjective and 
separated from reality. So 
many “intelligentsias” speak of 
this group’s truth as opposed to 
that group’s truth. In the de-
pravity of their minds, they see 
not one Truth but many 
“truths.” 

Tragically, the same has taken 
place in the realm of religion, 
doctrine, and morals. It is not 
just a division of Pagan, Jew, 
and Christian, but it has be-
come a many-headed hydra. It 
was once said that there are as 
many opinions as there are 
heads; today, we see that there 
are just about as many reli-
gions as there are people. Our 
society often encourages peo-

Jesus has prayed that we may 
be one (John 17,21), yet we 
most certainly do not appear to 
be one. The True Church is 
one. There is only One Lord 
God and one baptism. 
(Ephesians 4,5) We are all 
born from one man – Adam. 
How is it that there are so 
many varied and contradictory 
beliefs and practices? We often 
observe this in families when 
the question is asked: how can 
children born of the same par-
ents and raised in the same 
home be so different from one 
another? 

It has been our cross to bear 
countless schisms in the 
Church and the world today. It 
seems imperative to most 
minds in the world today to 
“fix the blame.” When the fire 
rages and destroys everything, 
instead of putting out the con-
flagration, we waste time and 
energy trying to find the cause. 
It seems that we should first 
put out the fire and then look 
for causes or blame. We must 
search out causes to avoid fu-
ture misfortunes and destruc-
tion. However, in an emergen-

Unity with God Among Men 

Bishop Giles Butler, OFM DD 
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vorce, fornication, adultery, 
sodomy, bestiality, pedophilia, 
homosexuality, transgender-
ism, etc. In the realm of reli-
gion, it is similarly manifest 
from the Satanist, the Pagan, 
the Jew, the Protestant, the 
Modernist “Catholic,” the Tra-
ditionalist “Catholic,” etc. A 
reprobate sense has fallen upon 
our world today in both the 
physical and spiritual realms. 
At the root of all this, we see 
that men have forgotten God 
and are only concerned with 
their own desires. 

Here we are, facing an emer-
gency, and we believe we un-
derstand the cause. But what is 
the solution? The shepherd has 
been struck, and there is no 
united leadership; division and 
schism are fueled by envy, 
jealousy, anger, and hatred. 
Are we to embrace a false ecu-
menism to feign unity? Should 
we overlook the false doc-
trines, worship, and practices 
of others for the sake of 
“peace?” Absolutely not! 
Should we renounce our reason 
and unite with them? Absolute-
ly not! Should we hate and de-
test those who follow wrong 
doctrines, practices, and wor-
ship? Again, we say: Absolute-
ly not! God commands us to 
love our enemies. We must 
love our neighbors. What does 
the love of the sinner demand 

ple to not belong to any 
“organized religion” but to 
worship God in their “own 
way.” The entire concept of 
promoting the true Faith seems 
to have been lost. The com-
mand of Christ to go forth and 
make disciples of all men 
(Matthew 28,19) is now obso-
lete and perhaps even extinct. 

Understandably, the non-
Catholics are divided and sub-
divided in so many ways. It is 
a mockery of God that so many 
profess to be Catholic yet are 
divided. We find many 
“Traditionalists” of varying 
opinions and positions, each 
condemning the false 
“ecumenism” of the Modern-
ists; yet, there is a surprising 
“ecumenism” among them-
selves. Not oneness in faith, 
worship, or even discipline, but 
rather an unhealthy indifferent-
ism. By ‘false ecumenism’, I 
refer to the superficial unity 
that is often promoted at the 
expense of true faith and doc-
trine. 

We can readily see the “cause” 
of all this in the words of St. 
Paul. In turning away from 
God, God abandons us to a 
reprobate sense. (Romans 1,28) 
From this follows all manner 
of evil and perversity. We see 
this as the cause of such things 
as murder of the pre-born, di-
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filled with compassion and 
mercy towards them. The 
Church uses the same method 
when She condemns heresy 
and the promoters of heresy, 
but She has compassion upon 
those who have been deceived 
or led astray by these errors. 
We are not God, nor does God 
show us the hearts of all men. 
Where there is doubt, we 
should give the benefit of the 
doubt rather than condemn. 
We should assume weakness 
or ignorance rather than mal-
ice. Seeing a poor sinner, we 
should be compassionate and 
merciful towards them. We 
should be eager to relieve them 
of their evil, motivated by gen-
uine love for them. Even those 
who attack and abuse us need 
to be loved. God has com-
manded us to love our enemies 
and do good to those who per-
secute us. (Matthew 5,44) If 
He could pray upon the Cross: 
“Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they are do-
ing” (Luke 23,34), how can we 
not do the same? To love those 
who are in error or are doing 
evil is not the same as condon-
ing their actions. To love them 
means that we seek to lead 
them to the Truth and God 
through every means given to 
us. 

We have observed that gentle 
admonitions are often quickly 

of us? To admonish, correct, 
rebuke when necessary; but, to 
do all this with charity. It is 
with true love in our hearts and 
minds that we will be able to 
accomplish anything positive 
regarding putting out this evil 
conflagration that is before us. 
In all things, we must imitate 
Jesus Christ, Who came not to 
condemn and destroy but to 
save that which was lost. Harsh 
words seldom obtain a recep-
tive hearing; on the contrary, 
they often find retaliation with 
even stronger language. Unity 
does not seem to be the goal in 
this situation, but rather divi-
sion, and sadly, it usually suc-
ceeds in this. There is no doubt 
that sometimes a strong word 
from someone who is respect-
ed and loved will obtain the 
desired effect of interrupting 
an evil and obtaining unity, but 
this does not appear to happen 
very often in today’s world. 
There was a time when people 
feared the condemnation of 
schism, but today, all fear of 
this censure seems nonexistent. 

Christ used strong language 
against the Scribes and Phari-
sees in His day (Matthew 23) 
because these men understood 
their crimes. We know He is 
God and used the correct meth-
od for everything He did. For 
those who fell into sin rather 
than sought it out, Jesus was 
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our efforts, we do not know. 
Will those who are lost be-
cause we did not love and help 
them have a valid complaint 
against us? How will we an-
swer Jesus when He asks us if 
we have loved Him and we 
have not loved one another? 

Fighting fire with fire and evil 
with evil only makes for bigger 
fires and greater evil. As St. 
Paul says so eloquently: “Now 
is the acceptable time” (2 Co-
rinthians 6,2), so now is the 
time to put water on the fire, to 
fight evil with goodness. The 
proud and the angry should be 
“fought” with the charity of 
humility, meekness, and mild-
ness. Above and beyond this 
physical fight, we must enter 
into the spiritual battle with 
our own penitential prayers, 
mortifications, and sacrifices. 
We must do this for our own 
souls as well as for those who 
are dependent upon us. We ask 
that this becomes our New 
Year’s resolution. Not a year 
of false peace, nor a year of 
presumptuous mercy or indif-
ference, but rather a year of 
penance and pleading before 
the Throne of God for His for-
giveness and mercy. Through 
these efforts, we may hope for 
true unity in faith, worship, 
and morals here on earth and 
everlasting blessedness in 
Heaven.  

dismissed and even open us up 
to the mockery of being sim-
ple, backward, uneducated, etc. 
After such insult and injury, 
are we not then justified in 
stronger rebukes? Insults 
against us should be ignored. 
Christ stood silently in the face 
of false accusations against His 
Human Person and only be-
came angry with the insults to 
God. 

We return to the question, what 
are we to do? We cannot ig-
nore evil, we cannot condone 
evil, and strong words have 
lost their effect. Should we just 
walk away and consign these 
souls to eternal reprobation? 
This flies in the face of the in-
struction that where there is 
life, there is still hope 
(Ecclesiastes 9:3-5). So we 
must do something, but what? 

It is time to pray, do penance, 
make and offer sacrifices for 
our sins as well as for the sins 
of our loved ones, our neigh-
bors, our fellow citizens, our 
enemies, and even everyone in 
this world. We do not know 
which souls will be saved, so 
we strive for the salvation of 
all. The greatest sinners will 
enter into Heaven even before 
the “just.” (Matthew 21,31) All 
that is required is that they re-
turn to the love of God. Which 
souls will receive grace due to 
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Is God Calling You? 

“Be not conformed to this world; but be reformed in the 
newness of your mind, that you may prove what is the good, 

and the acceptable, and the perfect will of God.”  
 

Romans 12:2 
 

Do you love serving God and neighbor? 

Do you find yourself increasingly unsatisfied by the life of the 

world? 

Do you yearn for something more? 

Not all of us are meant for marriage or a life in the world.  

Some souls are set aside by God for special tasks.  These are 

the souls that find joy and contentment in the religious life or 

sacred priesthood.   

Do not be deterred by what you think you know or by what the 

world tells you.  Find out for yourself.  If you feel called, then 

at least learn more. 

Any happiness we may have on earth and all the joy we hope 

for in heaven depend on answering God’s individual call for 

us.  The sooner we do His Will, the happier we will be. 
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A Bible Reading Guide 

Father Anthony Lentz, OFM  

February: The Books of 
Moses: Genesis, Exodus, 
(Leviticus might be skipped), 
Numbers & Deuteronomy  

March: The Prophecy of 
Jeremias and Baruch  

April: The Lamentations of 
Jeremias (During Holy Week)  

May: The Acts of the 
Apostles; the Two Epistles of 
St. Peter; the Epistle of St. 
James; the Three Epistles of 
St. John & the Epistle of St. 
Jude  

June: The Gospel of St. Mark 
& the Apocalypse of St. John   

July: The Book of Josue; the 
Book of Judges; the Book of 
Ruth & the Four Books of 
Kings 

August: The Book of 
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Can-
ticle of Canticles; the Book of 
Wisdom & Ecclesiasticus  

September: The Two Books 
of Esdras; the Book of Job; 
the Book of Tobias; the Book 
of Judith & the Book of 
Esther  

For the needs of the ordinary 
priest and layman, a very 
practical program of Bible 
reading is suggested by the 
Church’s outline in the 
Breviary. The Breviary covers 
the whole Bible in one year, 
not chapter by chapter, or 
book by book, but in an order 
which follows the deve-
lopment of the Church Year. 
The following guide is based 
on the Breviary outline, and is 
adapted to the use of the laity. 
Do not feel bound to read the 
chapters with lists of names or 
laws which occur in some 
parts of the Bible; they have a 
purpose there, but not 
necessarily for you, and might 
only discourage you from 
reading further; it is not 
irreverent to skip them.  

Note: This plan starts with the 
beginning of the Church Year, 
the First Sunday of Advent.  

December: The Prophecy of 
Isaias & the Gospel of St. 
Luke 

January: The Epistles of St. 
Paul 
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In the Book of Psalms, it is 
suggested that one or two 
psalms be taken each day. As 
this is the great prayer book 
of the Bible, used by Jesus 
Himself, it ought to be read 
every day, and not for just one 
month of a year. Most of the 
Psalms are quite short, and 
one or two of them could 
form the direct prayer portion 
of your daily Bible period.  

 

GATHERING BIBLE 
VERSES 

Never read the Bible, even 
devotionally, without a pencil 
in your hand, ready to 
underline special passages, or 
to write your observations in 
the margin. This helps to keep 
the mind alert, and to simplify 
the finding of your favorite 
passages later on. Be 
especially watchful for verses 
which deepen and heighten 
your perception of God – of 
His beauty, His power, His 
goodness, His mercy, His 
holiness, His love. With a 
little industry you could copy 
out the most striking verses 
into a small notebook for use 
in your devotion. 

October: The Two Books of 
the Machabees  

November: The Prophecy of 
Ezechiel; the Prophecy of 
Daniel and the Minor 
Prophecies from Osee to 
Malachias  

(Note: The two books called 
Paralipomenon, which follows 
the Books of Kings in the Old 
Testament, have not been 
included on this list, since they 
cover the same periods as the 
Books of Kings, though with 
incidents of their own. They 
might be read in July after the 
others books assigned to that 
month have been finished.)  

This plan does not suggest 
that all the books assigned to 
a given month must be read 
within that calendar month. It 
would be far better to choose 
one of the assigned books for 
a given month of one year, 
another for the same month of 
the next year. For example: 
during November of this year, 
the Prophecy of Ezechiel; for 
November of next year, the 
Prophecy of Daniel; for 
November of the following 
year, a few of the Minor 
Prophecies; and so on. Within 
five years the whole ground 
could be easily covered.  
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The Communist Threat 

Part Thirty-One: The Undermining of Education 

of the Eight-Year Study. 
These called for “inculcation 

of social attitudes, develop-
ment of effective methods of 
thinking, social sensitivity, 

better personal-social adjust-
ment, acquisition of important 
information, consistent philos-

ophy of life,” etc. 

 In 1981 Office of Education-

al Research and Improve-

ment: An overview was pre-

pared by staff members of the 
U.S. Department of Education 
for Assistant Secretary Donald 

Senese’s use at Congressional 
budget hearings. Excerpts 
from the paper follow: 

Federal funds account for ap-

proximately 10 percent of na-
tional expenditures on educa-
tion. The Federal share of edu-

cational research and related 
activities, however, is 90 per-
cent of the total national in-

vestment. 

The Committee on Coordinat-
ing Educational Information 
and Research (CCEIR), Coun-

cil of Chief State School Of-

Note: The information in this 
article comes from The Delib-
erate Dumbing Down of Amer-
ica by Charlotte Thomson 
Iserbyt. 

1981 

“A Broad-Gauged Research/

Reform Plan for Secondary 

Education—In the tradition of 
the Eight-Year Study,” pro-

posed by The Project on Alter-
natives in Education (PAE) in 
1981, was submitted for con-

sideration and received fund-
ing from the U.S. Department 
of Education and the National 

Education Association. The 
project was conducted by 
leading American change 

agents, including Mario D. 
Fantini, John Goodlad, Ralph 
Tyler, Ronald S. Brandt, Her-

bert J. Walberg and Mary Ann 
Raywid. Explanatory cover 
sheet of the grant proposal was 

submitted on “The John Dew-
ey Society” letterhead. PAE 
called for publicly funded 

choice schools using “effective 
school [outcome-based educa-
tion] research” and principles 

Father Joseph Noonan, OFM 
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riculum, program of instruc-
tion, administration or person-

nel of any education institu-
tion, school, or school system, 
or over the selection of library 

resources, textbooks, or other 
printed or published instruc-
tional materials by any educa-

tional institution or school sys-
tem.” The Education Amend-
ments of 1976 extended this 

provision to all programs in 
the Education Division of the 
U.S. Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare. 

Although such a prohibition 

sounds like a restriction 
against federal control, in ef-
fect it leaves out more than it 

includes; the most important 
component of federal control 
being “research” and “devel-

opment.” Who cares whether 
the federal government is not 
allowed to extend its long arm 

down into the choice of curric-
ulum or the selection of re-
sources? The point is that the 

federal government itself was 
involved in the development 
of that curriculum or those re-

sources, teacher training, test 
development, etc., at one of its 
research labs or centers, or 

paid to have it developed by 
school systems across the na-
tion. 

ficers (CCSSO), in its 1980 
Mission Statement defined 

“research” as: 

For purposes of brevity, the 
term “educational information 
and research” will be used to 

include basic and applied re-
search, development, improve-
ment, evaluation, policy study, 

information systems develop-
ment, data reporting and anal-
ysis, and the dissemination of 

knowledge and information 
gained from such inquiry. 

Charlotte Iserbyt’s Note: In 
other words, just about every-
thing that goes on in the class-

rooms of American public 
schools, with the exception of 
salaries, school buildings, bus-

es and the purchase of equip-
ment, is either a direct or indi-
rect result of funding by the 

U.S. Department of Education 
— as research! 

Congress has recognized the 
federal government’s supposed 

limited authority in education. 
In 1970 ESEA: General Edu-
cation Provisions Act was 

amended to include a 
“Prohibition 170 against Fed-

eral Control of Education.” 
This section prohibits the fed-
eral government from exercis-
ing any “direction, supervi-

sion, or control over the cur-
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•Resource people utilized 

•Basic skills content areas em-
phasized 

•Perception of need to use 

technology 

BEST’s promotional flyer bla-
tantly discussed how the pro-
ject would serve not just in ed-

ucation, but for other program 
areas as well, to implement the 
national/international man-

agement system (MBO, PPBS, 
TQM): 

In addition, the State Team ap-
proach and the communica-
tions network with profession-

al associations and other 
groups established by the pro-
ject will serve as a model for 

the states in implementing 
similar efforts in other areas of 
education, or in such program 

areas as health, human ser-
vices, housing, transportation, 
etc. 

William Spady, at that time 

serving as executive director 
of the Association of School 
Administrators, and Dr. 

Shirley McCune, serving as 
head of the State Services Di-
vision, Denver, Colorado, 

were listed as members of the 
advisory board for Project 
BEST. 

Association for Educational 

Computing and Technolo-

gy (AECT—A Spin-Off of the 

National Education Associa-
tion) received an $855,282 
federal contract for “Project 
BEST” (Better Education 

Skills through Technology) in 
1981. An explanatory bro-
chure states: 

WHAT IS PROJECT BEST? 

Project BEST is a cooperative 
effort involving both the fed-
eral, state, and local govern-

ment and the private sector in 
the planning and use of mod-
ern information technologies 

to improve the effectiveness of 
basic skills, teaching and 
learning. 

On a sheet circulated within 

the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion as an internal document 
entitled “Project BEST Dis-

semination Design Considera-
tions,” there appeared the fol-
lowing information: 

PROJECT DESIGN FEA-

TURES 

What We Can Control or Ma-
nipulate? = State participation/
selection process 

•Role of advisors 

•Content of program 

•Training of state leaders 
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naires, and other methods to 
relate student achievement and 

attitudes to instruction, social 
and economic factors in each 
nation. The evaluation instru-

ments also represent an inter-
national consensus on the 
knowledge and objectives 

most worth learning. (pp. 33–
35) 

Another extremely important 
statement by Bloom in All Our 

Children Learning is found on 
page 180: “The purpose of ed-
ucation and the schools is to 

change the thoughts, feelings 
and actions of students.” 

Human Intelligence Interna-

tional Newsletter in its March/
April 1981 issue reported that 
critical thinking skills research 

was taking place within the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organi-

zation (UNESCO), the Office 
of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), and 

the World Bank which 
planned on “increasing the 
bank’s international education 
and training budget to about 

$900 million a year.” The 
newsletter related that the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 

National Institute of Education 
“has awarded a three-year 
contract totaling approximate-

ly $780,000 to Bolt, Beranek 

Charlotte Iserbyt’s Note: 

Project BEST was used as a 
vehicle to assist in “State Ca-
pacity Building”—a process to 

better enable school officials, 
administrators, legislators and 
others to provide supportive 

documentation and “research” 
for school reform efforts. State 
Capacity Building grants have 
been funded by the U.S. De-

partment of Education and are 
usually matched with state 
budget funding. 

All Our Children Learning by 

Professor Benjamin Bloom 
(McGraw Hill Publishing Co.: 
New York, N.Y., 1981) was 

published. Excerpts follow: 

In an attempt to maximize cur-
riculum effectiveness... curric-
ulum centers throughout the 

world have begun to incorpo-
rate learning-for-mastery in-
structional strategies into the 

redesign of curriculum. (p. 
123) 

According to Bloom: 

The International Association 
for the Evaluation of Educa-

tional Achievement (IAEEA) 
is an organization of 22 na-
tional research centers which 

are engaged in the study of ed-
ucation.... This group has been 
concerned with the use of in-

ternational tests, question-



 

19 JANUARY 2025 

mentioned Bolt, Beranek and 
Newman. 

The April/May 1981 issue 

of Today’s Education, the Na-
tional Education Association’s 
monthly journal, carried an ar-

ticle entitled “Effective 
Schools: What the Research 
Says” by Michael Cohen, sen-

ior associate and team leader 
of the Research on Instruction 
Team of the National Institute 

of Education, U.S. Department 
of Education. Some excerpts 
from the article follow: 

According to Ronald Edmonds 
of the Harvard University 

Graduate School of Education, 
these [effective school] studies 
suggest that differences in ef-

fectiveness among schools can 
be accounted for by the fol-
lowing five factors: 

 • Strong administrative lead-

ership by the school principal, 
especially in regard to instruc-
tional matters. 

• School climate conducive to 

learning [i.e., positive, or 
“psychologically facilitative,” 
school climate, ed.]; that is, a 

safe and orderly school rela-
tively free of discipline and 
vandalism problems. 

• Schoolwide emphasis on 

basic skills instruction (which 

and Newman, Inc., of Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts to ana-

lyze current programs of in-
struction on cognitive skills.” 
The July/August issue of the 

newsletter contained the fol-
lowing: 

The search for new referential 
systems and new values modi-

fying existing beliefs should 
be based on modern microbi-
ology. A scientific approach 

should be free from doctrinal 
bias, and its findings applica-
ble to all mankind. Ideological 
confrontations between East 

and West, Marxism and Liber-
alism, Arabs and Jews do have 
economic, historical, and po-

litical bases, but no biological 
basis. These antagonisms have 
been created by the human 

brain and could be solved by 
the wiser brains of future man. 

Charlotte Iserbyt’s Note: It 
should be noted that Marilyn 

Jager Adams — deeply in-
volved in “scientific, research-
based phonics instruction” 

through her service on the 
Committee on the Prevention 
of Reading Difficulties in 

Young Children for the Com-
mission on Behavioral and So-
cial Sciences and Education of 

the National Research Coun-
cil—has been a longtime asso-
ciate with the above-
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To Be Continued 

that Effective School Research 
has been used over the past 

twenty years in inner city 
schools and schools located in 
the South; that its track record, 

if judged by academic test 
scores, leaves much to be de-
sired. In fact, Washington, 

D.C. and Secretary Riley’s 
home state of South Caroli-
na—both of which have used 

Effective School Research—
had the lowest academic test 
scores in the nation, to be fol-

lowed by many inner-city 
schools, especially those in the 
southern part of the nation. In 
this regard, the reader should 

re-read the 1913 entry contain-
ing quotes from Frederick T. 
Gates, director of charity for 

the Rockefeller Foundation. 

entails acceptance among the 
professional staff that instruc-

tion in the basic skills is the 
primary goal of the school). 

• Teacher expectations that all 
students, regardless of family 

background, can reach appro-
priate levels of achievement. 

• A system for monitoring and 
assessing pupil performance 

which is tied to instructional 
objectives.... 

...The five factors identified as 
contributing to school effec-

tiveness suggest the classical 
model of a bureaucratic organ-
ization: a goal-oriented organi-
zation with a hierarchical au-

thority structure and a central 
manager who monitors behav-
ior and deliberately adjusts or-

ganizational performance on 
the basis of clear and agreed-
upon goals and of feedback re-

garding goal attainment.... 

The principal must be willing 
to clearly set the direction for 
the school and to hold the staff 

accountable for following that 
direction. The staff, in turn, 
must be willing to view the 

principal’s direction even if it 
involves giving up some 
claims to their own autonomy. 

Charlotte Iserbyt’s Note: The 

reader should keep in mind 
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Question for the Editor 

Bishop Giles Butler, OFM DD 

allow and which to decline. 
Infants are often circumcised 
for no medical or religious 
reason – simply a choice that 
parents make for their 
children. Parents choose what 
kind of education they want 
and how soon or often their 
children attend structured 
(organized) instruction. 

These things only touch upon 
the surface of the many 
choices that parents must 
make on behalf of their 
children. There is no doubt 
that these are crucial decisions 
to make and that they will 
have long-term, if not life-
long, effects on the children. 
We make these essential 
choices for our children, and 
parents must approach these 
with great care. There are 
strong arguments on both 
sides of every one of these 
topics. Parents must do their 
best to sift through the 
information and make judg-
ments based on their reason, 
finances, health, social status, 
etc. Most importantly, how-
ever, parents should call upon 
God and the graces that He 

I have a few “well-
intentioned” friends and 
relatives who like to tell me 
that I shouldn’t force my 
children to be Catholic — 
that I should let them explore 
all religions and make their 
own choices. I find myself a 
bit tongue-tied and thrown by 
this statement, so I usually 
try to change the subject. 
(This backfires.) Can you 
help me construct a simple 
way to respond? 

When we consider the 
physical lives of our children, 
parents do not hesitate to 
make choices for them – 
choices that will affect them 
for the rest of their lives. 
Parents determine what foods 
they will make available to 
their children. They decide 
whether or not they will go to 
see a doctor regularly. Parents 
choose whether their children 
use pharmaceutical medi-
caments, take herbal or natural 
supplements, or do nothing 
and let nature take its course. 
Guardians choose whether to 
vaccinate their children or not, 
or choose which vaccines to 
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that God’s grace is 
unnecessary for children. 
Putting these arguments on a 
material level, we should not 
give our children antibiotics to 
fight infections or medicines 
to restore or improve health. 
We should wait until the 
children can choose if this is 
what they want. We hope our 
readers can see the foolishness 
on this material level and then 
understand how much more 
foolish it is on the spiritual. 

We are all born in the 
deprived state of Original Sin 
(this is the disease), and the 
cure is Baptism. We can 
choose not to allow our 
children to receive the treat-
ment until they are old enough 
to make this decision for 
themselves – but, in doing so, 
we risk that our children will 
die from this disease or be 
irreparably harmed by the 
delay in the administration of 
the cure. If our children 
happen to die before they have 
the opportunity to choose the 
life-saving sacrament of 
Baptism, we have decided to 
deprive them of what God has 
declared essential for their 
happiness. These souls belong 
to God, and only secondarily 
to parents, but the parents will 
have to give an account of 
these souls God entrusted to 

has given them for the benefit 
of these children. Love of our 
children and common sense 
combined with co-operation 
with God is the solid 
foundation that we should be 
acting upon. 

If all this is true on the natural 
or material level, it is even 
more imperative on the 
supernatural level. Our souls 
are more important than our 
bodies. Eternity is more 
important than temporality. 
God has instructed us that 
baptism is necessary for our 
eternal happiness. “Unless a 
man is born again of water 
and the Holy Ghost, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of 
God.” (St. John 3: 3-5). 

The Modernists argue that we 
should wait until our children 
are old enough to choose 
baptism for themselves. 
However, in deciding not to 
baptize children, a choice has 
been made for them. This 
choice is to deprive them of 
the grace of Baptism; it is to 
deprive them of the Super-
natural Life of Grace; it is to 
deny them of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost – it is to deprive 
them of God. They may argue 
that when children want this, 
they can choose it for 
themselves, or they may say 
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Allowing children the 
“opportunity” to explore other 
religions is the spiritual 
equivalent of enabling them to 
explore harmful and/or illegal 
substances. Maybe it won’t 
hurt them, perhaps they will 
make the right choice – or 
maybe it will kill them! We 
should not encourage our 
children to explore false 
religions any more than we 
should encourage them to 
explore cocaine, heroin, or 
LSD. 

The smallest amount of time 
spent outside of God's grace is 
a terrible loss for us. Every 
moment lived in sin makes the 
life of grace that much further 
out of our reach. If we love 
God, we do not want to spend 
a moment of our lives without 
Him. If we love our children, 
we do not want them to spend 
a moment of their lives 
without Him. 

Parents who unnecessarily put 
off the baptism of their 
children show clearly that 
they do not love God, nor do 
they love their children. They 
are content that their children 
will be without the grace of 
God. This callousness is itself 
a sin. There are stubborn 
people who argue that because 
the Church teaches that those 

them. If the souls of these 
children are lost because of 
their parents, who had the 
duty of returning them to God, 
then these parents must 
likewise fear their own loss of 
happiness. 

But what if the child lives 
until he is old enough to 
choose for himself? It would 
be good if the child were not 
put in such a prejudicial 
situation. Having spent his 
entire life devoid of the life of 
his soul – the Holy Ghost, on 
what basis can he choose? He 
has only known sin, and the 
life of grace has been painted 
to him as nothing but fantasy. 
He has grown with a constant 
and progressive sickness of 
sin. If our children are born 
with a malady of the eyes, 
should we administer the 
curative means to correct and 
cure this while they are young 
and it has the best chances of 
curing, or should we allow the 
disorder to grow worse until 
the child can choose the 
remedy for himself? If we 
wait, the cure will obviously 
be less effective, if it is 
effective at all. If a child 
injures a limb, should we 
administer medicaments for a 
cure or wait until the infection 
sets in and the only cure left is 
the amputation of the limb? 
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necessary steps to receive this 
grace. The Church teaches 
that if we have this desire (if 
we are taking the steps to be 
baptized), then God accepts 
the desire for the deed. We 
cannot say that a fanciful 
whim is the same as a genuine 
desire. 

When we are told that we 
should put off our children's 
Baptism, we should answer 
that we love our children too 
much to allow them to be 
without God’s grace. Every 
moment without the grace of 
Baptism is a moment too long. 
We love God and our 
children; it is only natural and 
right that these loves be 
brought together as soon as 
possible.  

who die with the desire for 
Baptism will receive the 
spiritual effects of Baptism, 
then they do not have to have 
their children baptized; they 
only need to desire it – not do 
it. It is very frustrating to deal 
with such blindness or 
obstinacy. Such people as 
these do not even understand 
the words that they are using. 
To desire something is not just 
some empty, fanciful dream. 
If we desire something, we 
take the necessary steps to 
obtain the object of our desire 
– otherwise, we do not truly 
desire it. If a person desires 
Baptism for their children, 
they must do all they can to 
obtain this for them. If a 
person desires Baptism for 
himself, he takes the 
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followed by His disciples, and 
when they were already at the 
foot of the Mount Olivet Jesus 
said to two of His followers: 
“Go ye into the village that is 
over against you, and 
immediately you shall find an 
ass tied and a colt with her: 
loose them, and bring them to 
me: and if any man shall say 
anything to you, say ye, that 
the Lord hath need of them 
and forthwith he will let them 
go.” The disciples followed 
their Master’s orders, brought 
the ass, and Our Lord rode on 
it.  

It was thus, my dear children, 
that Jesus Christ entered 
Jerusalem acting thereby very 
differently from the princes of 
the earth, who never go over 
their kingdom but in triumph 
or mounted on a splendid 
horse, whilst Jesus, the God of 

“Blessed is he that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord.” John 
13:13 

My dear children, some time 
before His Passion, Our Lord, 
on His road to Jerusalem, 
stopped at the little village of 
Bethania, not very far from the 
town. In that village lived Our 
Savior’s friends Martha and 
Mary, with their brother 
Lazarus, whom Jesus Christ 
had raised from the dead a 
little time before. The tomb 
and sepulcher of Lazarus are 
still seen at Bethania, and are 
often visited by travelers, who 
go to the Holy Land as pious 
pilgrims.  

Our Lord arrived at Bethania 
on the Sabbath Eve, passed 
there the whole of the holy 
day, and on the next, He set 
out once more on His journey, 

The Countess de Flavigny 

Fifteenth Lesson 
Readings for Palm Sunday and Holy Week. 
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had scarcely elapsed before 
these same people, who then 
hailed Our Lord with such 
loud protestations of joy, will 
clamor loudly for His death; 
those who have strewed the 
ground before Him with their 
garments will be the first to 
assist in stripping Him of His 
clothes. These Jews who today 
honor Jesus Christ’s royalty 
by such deep homage, will 
soon wrathfully upbraid Him, 
and adding mockery to insult, 
will thrust on the Sacred Head 
of Our Savior a crown of 
sharp-pointed thorns! 

Oh! My Savior, Whose 
triumph we also adore today, 
grant that we may never 
imitate the inconstancy of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. In 
memory of Jesus Christ’s 
solemn entry in the holy city, 
this feast is called Palm 
Sunday.  

The priests follow the pro-
cession today with palms in 
their hands, and in the church 
small palms or branches of 
other plants are blessed and 
distributed to the faithful who 
come to attend divine service. 
It is a holy custom to bring 
home every year, one of these 
blessed palms, and hang it 
near one’s crucifix. No doubt, 
my dear children, your mother 

Heaven and earth, preferred 
the lowly animal disdained by 
men. Many centuries before, 
Zacharias had prophesied that 
Our Savior would thus appear 
in all humility, and had used 
the following words: ‘Behold 
thy king comes lowly and 
riding on an ass.” Notwith-
standing this humble appear-
ance, my children, Our Lord 
was received by the inhabit-
ants of Jerusalem with shouts 
of joy, that more than one 
sovereign might have envied. 
His disciples were numerous, 
those who had witnessed His 
miracles were still more 
numerous, His beneficence 
had won the hearts of all. A 
great crowd of people came to 
meet Him; some took off their 
cloaks to spread them under 
His feet, others cut branches 
of trees and strewed the road 
with them, all exclaimed with 
joy: ‘Blessed is He Who 
cometh in the Name of the 
Lord! Hosanna!” – which 
means hail and glory – “to the 
son of David!” The Gospel 
also tells us that the children, 
so much beloved by Jesus 
Christ, made themselves 
conspicuous by their eagerness 
and joy. 

Incredible as it may appear to 
us, it is none the less a well 
known fact, that a few days 



 

27 JANUARY 2025 
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and sacred remembrances it 
recalls to us. During this week, 
the sole occupation of the 
Church is to bring before us 
the history of Our Lord’s 
Passion, of His Death, and of 
His Burial; the Priests are 
clothed in vestments that 
denote sorrow; on Good 
Friday, these vestments are 
black, flowers are no more to 
be seen on the altars; mournful 
chants only are sung. Truly 
fervent Christians live 
secluded, wrapped up in 
prayer, in exercises of 
penance. They come daily to 
adore Jesus Christ on the 
Cross. Children who are as yet 
too young to assist at every 
service of Holy Week, must at 
least spend it with great piety, 
and show themselves during 
this time more attentive and 
more zealous in the fulfilment 
of their duties.  

placed, with her own hands, 
one of these blessed palms 
over your cradle, above that 
white-curtained pillow near 
which she has spent many a 
watchful hour, and who knows 
but what this pious mother put 
it there in the fervent hope that 
perhaps it would thus protect 
your early years, and obtain 
for you from God the blessing 
of calm and tranquil sleep? 
You are now old enough, my 
children, to feel good and holy 
thoughts spring up in your 
hearts; may the sight of this 
blessed palm, when you awake 
in the morning, remind you of 
that part of Our Savior’s life it 
intended to recall, and thereby 
make your prayers all the 
more fervent and sincere. 

On Palm Sunday begins the 
last week of Lent, called Holy 
Week, or the Great Week, on 
account of the holy mysteries 
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Explanations and Exhortations 
On Anger 

cause we do not love the good 
God. Our heart is given up to 
the demon of pride, who is 
angry when he thinks himself 
despised; to the demon of ava-
rice, who is irritated when he 
suffers any loss; to the demon 
of luxury, who is indignant 
when his pleasures are inter-
fered with.  

How unhappy we are, my chil-
dren, thus to be the sport of 
demons? They do whatever 
they please with us; they sug-
gest to us evil-speaking, cal-
umny, hatred, vengeance: they 
even drive us so far as to put 
our neighbor to death. See, 
Cain killed his brother Abel 
out of jealousy; Saul wished to 
take away the life of David; 
Theodosius caused the massa-
cre of the inhabitants of Thes-

Anger is an emotion of the 
soul, which leads us violently 
to repel whatever hurts or dis-
pleases us. 

This emotion, my children, 
comes from the devil: it shows 
that we are in his hands; that 
he is the master of our heart; 
that he holds all the strings of 
it, and makes us dance as he 
pleases. See, a person who 
puts himself in a passion is 
like a puppet; he knows nei-
ther what he says, nor what he 
does; the devil guides him en-
tirely. He strikes right and left; 
his hair stands up like the bris-
tles of a hedgehog; his eyes 
start out of his head — he is a 
scorpion, a furious lion... Why 
do we, my children, put our-
selves into such a state? Is it 
not pitiable? It is, mind, be-



 

29 JANUARY 2025 

always in an even temper, re-
plied, “I often consider that 
my guardian angel is always 
by my side, who assists me in 
all my needs, who tells me 
what I ought to do and what I 
ought to say, and who writes 
down, after each of my ac-
tions, the way in which I have 
done it.” 

Philip II, King of Spain, hav-
ing passed several hours of the 
night in writing a long letter to 
the Pope, gave it to his secre-
tary to fold up and seal. He, 
being half asleep, made a mis-
take; when he meant to put 
sand on the letter, he took the 
ink bottle and covered all the 
paper with ink. While he was 
ashamed and inconsolable, the 
king said, quite calmly, “No 
very great harm is done; there 
is another sheet of paper”; and 
he took it, and employed the 
rest of the night in writing a 
second letter, without showing 
the least displeasure with his 
secretary. 

salonica, to revenge a personal 
affront. ... If we do not put our 
neighbor to death, we are an-
gry with him, we curse him, 
we give him to the devil, we 
wish for his death, we wish for 
our own. In our fury, we blas-
pheme the Holy Name of God, 
we accuse His Providence. 
What fury, what impiety! And 
what is still more deplorable, 
my children, we are carried to 
these excesses for a trifle, for a 
word, for the least injustice! 
Where is our faith! Where is 
our reason? We say in excuse 
that it is anger that makes us 
swear; but one sin cannot ex-
cuse another sin. The good 
God equally condemns anger, 
and the excesses that are its 
consequences...How we sad-
den our guardian angel! He is 
always there at our side to 
send us good thoughts, and he 
sees us do nothing but evil. ... 
If we did like St. Remigius, 
we should never be angry. 
See, this saint, being ques-
tioned by a Father of the de-
sert how he managed to be 
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wife endeavored to win his 
heart.   She settled many of his 
disputes, and once even cast 
herself between two drawn 
swords in a duel. She sought 
strength and consolation in her 
intercourse with God, with 
whom she conversed like a 
child with its father. She was 
much devoted to prayer — 
when she was at prayer she ex-
perienced neither hunger nor 
thirst, neither cold nor heat. 
Yet, she did not on that account 
neglect any of her household 
duties. With all courtesy, she 
also received the company who 
were at times invited at the wish 
of her husband; and added to 
that, she was a true mother to 
the poor and the sick. Such vir-
tue caused her husband to be 
converted to better ways. A true 
believer at heart, as he had al-
ways been, he resolved to make 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land; 
he returned from there a pious 
Christian. 

During his absence, his devoted 
wife experienced a mighty im-
pulse to enter the convent, and 

Franciscan 
Saints 

January 7th 

The Servant of God 

Jane of St. Erasmus 

Widow, Second Order 

Born in the year 1575, Jane de-
scended from a distinguished 
family in Hainaut. It seems that 
she was destined by God to be a 
model to Christian women in 
the secular as well as in the reli-
gious state. After a pious youth 
spent in innocence, she was 
married, in her twenty-eighth 
year, to a nobleman of the 
Netherlands, Erasmus of 
Scheinghen, whose family, at 
the time when forceful attempts 
were being made to introduce 
the Calvinist heresy in the 
Netherlands, had nevertheless 
remained true to the Catholic 
Faith. Erasmus occupied high 
rank in the army of the king of 
Spain, to whom the Netherlands 
belonged at that time. The mar-
riage was blessed with the birth 
of a little daughter, whom God 
almighty called very early to 
Himself. 

Jane had very little comfort in 
her husband. He loved society 
and games of chance, and his 
vanity and ambition often 
caused him to become involved 
in bloody quarrels. His good 
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after severely testing her voca-
tion, she believed the call came 
from heaven. Upon the return of 
her husband, she asked him for 
leave to follow the call. But, 
having since his conversion 
learned to value his virtuous 
wife, he did not want to hear of 
a separation. But Jane contin-
ued to plead, and as her voca-
tion was approved by the most 
experienced directors in the 
spiritual life, even the archbish-
op of Cambrai supporting her 
petition, her husband at length 
resolved on his part to make the 
sacrifice to God. He himself 
accompanied his wife to the 
convent of Philippeville, where 
the rule of St. Clare was ob-
served in its primitive rigor. 

Although she was already fifty-
five years old, Jane cheerfully 
observed the strictest practices 
of the novices, went barefoot, 
and looked upon herself as the 
lowliest servant in the convent. 
In gratitude to her husband who 
permitted her to enter, she 
called herself by his name, Jane 
of St. Erasmus. She pledged 
him the best of all her merits, 
and also offered, when his death 
drew near, to suffer his purgato-
ry. 

Jane survived for nineteen 
years, a model for everyone in 
the convent. She experienced 
extraordinary graces from God; 
frequently she was seen in ec-
stasy and raised above the earth. 
If she so much as glanced at a 

picture of our Lord at the Pillar 
of the Scourging which hung in 
the choir, she broke out in tears 
of the tenderest compassion. 
When it was forbidden her to 
look at it any more, she never 
again directed her glance in that 
direction, because she held obe-
dience in greater esteem than 
sentiments of devotion. 

At the last she was tried with 
long and painful suffering in all 
the members of her body. In 
that condition, a glance at the 
image of the Crucified was her 
dearest comfort. Looking at it, 
she used to say the little prayer: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews! May this victorious title 
protect us and preserve us from 
all evil.”  She actually had the 
prayer on her lips, and was rais-
ing her hand in order to make 
the Sign of the Cross as she said 
it, when our Lord took unto 
Himself the soul that had been 
found so faithful. It was in the 
year 1649. 

 

ON PERSEVERANCE  
IN PRAYER 

1.) Consider how faithfully the 
servant of God Jane observed 
the admonition of our Divine 
Savior: “We ought to pray and 
not to faint” (Luke 18:1). In 
every situation in life she 
sought by means of prayer to 
obtain the necessary help from 
heaven, and her prayer was not 
in vain. Through prayer she pre-
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in the past, in your daily pray-
ers, in their devout perfor-
mance, in the faithful fulfill-
ment of your duties, in special 
exercises of devotion? “He that 
wavereth,” and has no confi-
dence, “let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of 
the Lord” (James 1:7). 

3.) Especially do we need per-
severing prayer in the time of 
suffering, whether it be exterior 
or interior. In her long and pain-
ful illnesses, therefore, Jane did 
not desist from recourse to God 
in short prayers, and from keep-
ing before her eyes the Passion 
of Christ. As meritorious as suf-
fering can be, we must remem-
ber that without special divine 
assistance we cannot gain that 
merit, but may very easily make 
ourselves displeasing to God. 
Therefore St. James admonish-
es: “Is any of you sad? Let him 
pray” (5:13). In tribulations and 
temptations call upon the Lord. 
— Do you observe this admoni-
tion? 

served her innocence in all the 
dangers of her youth. Through 
prayer she obtained in the mar-
ried state the conversion of her 
husband. Through prayer she 
rose to the highest perfection in 
the convent. — Do you in like 
manner avail yourself of the 
divine assistance in every situa-
tion? Do you always endeavor 
to obtain it through prayer? 

2.) Consider how this servant of 
God persevered in prayer in the 
various situations of life. Never 
did she allow her usual devo-
tion to suffer. Her devotion was 
always so lively that she ap-
peared to notice nothing of 
what was going on about her. 
At the same time she fulfilled 
her household duties with fidel-
ity, since prayer cannot other-
wise be pleasing to God. And in 
difficult situations, as when she 
felt the call to the religious life, 
she redoubled her prayers, and 
pleaded with ever greater confi-
dence until God heard her. — 
Have you been as persevering 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, who in the Garden of Olives hast 
taught us by word and example to pray in order that 
we may overcome the dangers of temptation, grant us 
the grace that we may always be devoted to prayer 

and may merit to obtain its abundant fruits. Who livest 
and reignest forever and ever. Amen. 
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