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Does it make any difference if 
we use the plural or the singu-
lar when administering the 
sacraments? 

The Modernist Church has, 
somewhat surprisingly, de-
clared that baptisms adminis-
tered using the pronoun “we” 
instead of “I” are invalid. The 
valid traditional form is: “I 
baptize you in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost.” “Holy Spirit” 
in place of “Holy Ghost” is 
acceptable as it is a more lit-
eral translation of the Latin. 
The invalid form that is in 
question is: “In the name of 
the father and of the mother, 
of the godfather and of the 
godmother, of the grandpar-
ents, of the family members, of 
the friends, in the name of the 
community we baptize you in 
the Name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it.” (Vatican News [online] 
“CDF: Baptisms conferred 
with arbitrarily modified for-
mulas are not valid.”) 

“With debatable pastoral mo-
tives,” the note [Congregation 
of the Doctrine of the Faith] 
continues, “here resurfaces 
the ancient temptation to sub-
stitute for the formula handed 

down by Tradition with other 
texts judged more suitable”. 
However, “the recourse to 
pastoral motivation masks, 
even unconsciously, a subjec-
tive deviation and a manipula-
tive will”, the note affirms. 
The Second Vatican Council, 
in continuity with the teaching 
of the Council of Trent, de-
clared it did not have “the au-
thority to subject the seven 
sacraments to the action of the 
Church,” and declared defini-
tively that no one “even if he 
be a priest may add, remove, 
or change anything in the lit-
urgy on his own authority”. 
(www.vaticannews.va) 

The changing of the form 
(words) changes the meaning 
and therefore changes the in-
tention of the “minister.” The 
Church teaches that three 
things are necessary for the 
validity of the sacraments – 
matter, form, and intention. If 
there is a defect in any one of 
these, the sacrament is invalid. 
The proper matter for baptism 
is water, so baptizing using 
oil, wine, or some other sub-
stance is not valid. The form is 
the words mentioned above. 
And the minimum intention 
for baptism is to do what the 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
Bishop Giles, OFM DD 
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Church does. The intention is 
generally indicated by the 
matter and form being used 
correctly. However, it is possi-
ble to withhold the necessary 
intention while using proper 
matter and form for nefarious 
reasons. Some may object to 
the doctrine of babies who are 
baptized being washed from 
sin (They wrongly maintain 
that infants are innocent and 
have no need of washing away 
sin.) and actively deny this 
and only intend Baptism to be 
an initiation, thus rejecting the 
intention to do what the 
Church does. 

As this story made the rounds 
of the news media, someone 
pointed out that if the simple 
change in the pronoun number 
is enough to invalidate the sac-
rament of Baptism, is it not the 
same in the Sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist? The tradition-
al words of Consecration for 
the wine in the Chalice are 
“pro multis” (for many). The 
Modernist changed this in the 
Novus Ordo (New Order) 
Mass to “for all.” (We have 
recently discovered that they 
have returned to using “pro 
multis” once again.) 

Is there not a similar differ-
ence between “many” and 
“all”? Is it enough to invali-
date the Sacrament? 

In the Sacrament of Baptism, 
it is a question of who is doing 

the baptizing. In the Sacra-
ment of the Eucharist, it is a 
question of who the recipient 
of the Sacrifice is. Grammati-
cally, we are looking at the 
subject (who or what is doing 
something) in the sacramental 
form of Baptism. In the Sacra-
ment of the Holy Eucharist, 
we are looking at the object 
(who or what is on the receiv-
ing end of the subject’s ac-
tion). 

The reasoning of the Modern-
ist Church for declaring this 
departure from the traditional 
form of Baptism invalid is that 
the priest is standing in place 
of Jesus Christ, and it is Jesus 
who is baptizing. It is not the 
priest, nor the community 
gathered around who is baptiz-
ing or washing away the sins 
of the recipient of the sacra-
ment. In the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, we are questioning 
who the recipients of the mer-
its of Jesus’ Sacrifice are. He 
said, “for many,” the Catholic 
Church has traditionally used 
the words “for many,” but the 
New Church used the words 
“for all.” Are the merits of Je-
sus’ Sacrifice applied to eve-
ryone (all) or to many? 

To reinterpret the Words of 
God to mean something other 
than what the Church has tra-
ditionally understood is doubt-
lessly wrong and, dare we say, 
heretical. But is this enough to 
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present at this part of the 
Mass. The gift of eternal Life 
is only for those who worthily 
receive Jesus in the Holy Eu-
charist. Jesus taught us, 
“Unless you eat the Flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His 
Blood, you cannot have Life 
in you.” His Blood was shed 
and offered on Calvary and is 
offered in the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass only for those 
with the faith to believe and 
receive Him. Only one thief 
on Calvary received and bene-
fitted from the Sacrifice of Je-
sus; the other was excluded 
from this grace. The merits of 
Jesus’ Sacrifice and Death 
were not applied to the other 
thief. 

Every Catholic Bishop tradi-
tionally takes an oath to up-
hold all the traditions and the 
teachings of the Church. It 
seems inconceivable that so 
many at the “Second Vatican 
Council” could undermine the 
form of the sacraments with a 
clear conscience. However, 
this is precisely what we ob-
served happening during those 
trying years. The Catholic 
sense of many was abused and 
taken advantage of. Catholics 
stood in bewildered disbelief 
as these changes were handed 
down. As time and liturgical 
changes progressed, confused 
Catholics were forced between 

invalidate the Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist? We hold 
that the change in form 
(words) and meaning invali-
date the Sacrament. A change 
in form seemingly necessitates 
a change in intention. In this 
case, it invalidates the Sacra-
ment on two different levels. 

In the Traditional Missal, we 
find printed in all capital let-
ters and bold print – indicating 
their importance and necessity 
– the following words: HIC 
EST ENIM CALIX SANGUI-
NIS MEI, NOVI ET AETER-
NI TESTAMENTI: MYSTE-
RIUM FIDEI: QUI PRO VO-
BIS ET PRO MULTIS EF-
FUNDETUR IN REMIS-
SIONEM PECCATORUM. 
The English translation is: 
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE 
OF MY BLOOD, OF THE 
NEW AND ETERNAL TES-
TAMENT: THE MYSTERY 
OF FAITH: WHICH SHALL 
BE SHED FOR YOU AND 
FOR MANY UNTO THE RE-
MISSION OF SINS. 

The merits of Jesus’ Sacrifice 
cannot be applied to all. The 
damned souls in Hell cannot 
be the recipients of the graces 
of this Sacrament. Those liv-
ing outside the Catholic 
Church have traditionally been 
excluded as well. In the early 
days of the Church, the non-
Catholics or the unbaptized 
were not even allowed to be 
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It is puzzling to consider the 
Modernist change in the words 
of consecration of the Holy 
Eucharist and then a return to 
the previously abandoned 
form. As we strive to under-
stand the change of form, only 
one diabolical reason appears 
to surface. 

The “Second Vatican Council” 
appears to have had the inten-
tion to make the Catholic 
Church more acceptable to the 
Protestant sects (“separated 
brethren”). The form of the 
Sacraments had to be changed 
and adapted, which indicated a 
change in the intentions. One 
of the first changes seems to 
be the change in the Consecra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist. If 
this was enough to invalidate 
the sacrament, all the priests 
using this new form offered 
invalid Masses and exposed 
the people to idolatry. The 
symbol of Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist is more acceptable 
to Protestant sentiments than 
the reality of Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist (Transubstantiation). 
But then came the change in 
the rite of ordination. The 
Protestant idea of ordaining 
ministers rather than priests 
seemed to be the goal and in-
tention. If this change in the 
form and intention of the sac-
rament of orders is invalid, no 
(or very few) true priests are 
left many years later. 

a rock and a tough place. Was 
the Catholic Church wrong for 
all these years, and now the 
New Way is proper? Or are all 
the bishops in the world now 
wrong as they dismiss the tra-
ditional teaching and practices 
of the Catholic Church that 
often were the dividing line 
between Catholicism (true 
Christianity) and the 
Protestants? 

For our part, we have chosen 
to stand with Tradition and 
proven valid matter, form, and 
intentions. Novelties and new 
“translations” with new inter-
pretations appear too close to 
the condemned heresies of the 
various Protestant sects to be 
acceptable. 

For those who have unknow-
ingly received invalid bap-
tisms, we can suggest that 
their good intentions and de-
sires will gain them the grace 
of the sacrament that they did 
not receive. We call this the 
baptism of desire. The “Bap-
tism of Desire” is not a sacra-
ment, but it is a source of great 
graces and merits in the ab-
sence of the valid sacrament of 
Baptism. If we are made 
aware of an invalid baptism, 
we are obligated to correct this 
by validly receiving the sacra-
ment. God works and gives 
grace through the sacraments, 
but He is not bound only to 
give grace in the sacraments. 
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The     
Sunday  
Sermon 

   The Sunday Sermon is a 
biweekly paper that offers a 
few spiritual thoughts for each 
Sunday throughout the year. 
 

   The Sunday Sermon began 
with a desire of our people, 
who could not attend Mass on 
Sundays, to receive these 
messages. 
 

   The Sunday Sermon has 
now become very popular. 
Subscribers are asking that we 
send The Sunday Sermon to 
their friends and relatives. 

   We only ask the small do-
nation of $10.00 per year (or 
whatever you can afford) to 
help us cover the cost of  pro-
duction and mailing. 
 
    Why not subscribe today, 
for yourself or for a friend? 
 
Please write to: 
 

The Sunday Sermon  
3376 Mt. Read Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14616 

stroyed the priesthood. If there 
are no true priests, there are no 
true Masses, even if they have 
the best intentions and use the 
proper matter and form. They 
have become actors or demon-
ic puppets. The ultimate goal 
of Protestantizing the Church 
is complete. 

If the “priests” are not valid, 
then, even if they use the cor-
rect matter, form, and inten-
tion in the “consecration” of 
the “Mass,” there is still no 
consecration because they are 
not valid priests. Hence, the 
devils can eagerly promote a 
return to the visibly proper 
forms because they have de-
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Sacraments & Sacramentals 
Bishop Giles, OFM DD 

ceive any other Sacrament un-
less we have first been bap-
tized. As we study the spiritual 
life, we soon discover that it is 
not enough to go through the 
motions of receiving the Sacra-
ments. We must make the spir-
itual preparations and do so 
with the proper intentions. 

The proper disposition for us 
to receive Holy Communion is 
to have dutifully examined our 
conscience and at the least 
confessed all our mortal sins in 
the Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession), received absolu-
tion, and performed the pen-
ance given us. Then we need to 
make sure that we are properly 
fasting before we receive Jesus 
in the Holy Eucharist. Next, 
we need to make sure that we 
are aware of what we are doing 
and Who we are receiving. Ho-
ly Communion should not be 
approached simply out of habit 
or routine. We certainly should 
not approach Jesus with senti-
ments of indifference or bore-
dom. We are never perfect, but 
we should always strive to be 
the best that we can be as we 
approach God in the Sacra-
ments. 

These same principles should 
be applied to all the Sacra-
ments. We need to spiritually 

Are the Sacraments and sacra-
mentals the guaranteed and 
sure way to Heaven? 

The Sacraments are essential 
for us to get into Heaven. We 
can even say it is impossible to 
get into Heaven without them. 
“Those who believe and are 
baptized will be saved.” 
“Unless a man eats the Flesh of 
the Son of Man and drinks His 
Blood he shall not have life in 
him.” However, we may rea-
sonably conclude that many in 
Hell were baptized or received 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist at 
one time or another during 
their lives. With every Sacra-
ment, there is a corresponding 
duty on our part to cooperate 
with the graces given in the 
Sacrament. 

The definition of a Sacrament 
contained in our Catechisms is 
simple enough. “A Sacrament 
is an outward sign instituted by 
Christ to give grace.” The Sac-
raments give grace when we 
properly receive them. St. Paul 
reminds us that those who un-
worthily receive Our Lord in 
Holy Communion eat and 
drink damnation to themselves. 

Baptism is the first require-
ment for all the other Sacra-
ments. We cannot worthily re-
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ments, to draw us nearer to 
Him, but perhaps just as im-
portantly, He gives us these 
graces to strengthen and fortify 
us for the spiritual battles that 
we must face in this world. 
Sacramental graces in the 
words of St. Paul are the spir-
itual protection and battle gear/
weapons that we need in the 
war for our souls, in which we 
are currently engaged. 

Sacramental graces are not giv-
en for us to store away as 
treasures to be later enjoyed in 
our retirement. They are meant 
to be employed right now in 
the spiritual fight against the 
world, the devils, and our fall-
en natures. This life is not the 
time of rest, it is not our retire-
ment – these come after we 
have fought and won the good 
fight or successfully run the 
course before us. We put on 
the armor of Christ by properly 
receiving the appropriate Sac-
raments for our station in life. 
Armed with Sacramental 
grace, we are then able to cor-
rectly fulfill our obligations 
and duties as God desires. Our 
love for God correspondingly 
increases as well as the love of 
our neighbors. All the events 
and circumstances in this 
world, no matter how they may 
materially appear, will spiritu-
ally draw us nearer to God. All 
things then work for the good 
of those who love God. 

prepare ourselves and put forth 
our best efforts. When the Sac-
raments are properly received, 
they produce grace. The wor-
thiness of the minister does not 
affect the validity of the Sacra-
ments or the graces they pro-
duce. An unworthy priest who 
provides the proper matter, 
form, and intention for Sacra-
ments validly produces the 
Sacraments. The unworthy 
priest may be harming his soul, 
but the recipients of the Sacra-
ments always receive the grac-
es if they are properly dis-
posed. We say in Theology 
that the Sacraments give grace 
ex opera operato. The grace is 
given by God through the mer-
its of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the 
Minister of the Sacraments and 
the priest is only His visible 
representative through whom 
He works. The priest is as a 
pen in the Hand of God as He 
writes upon the souls of men in 
the Sacraments. 

The graces that we receive are 
by definition gifts from God. 
We do not deserve these graces 
and we could never merit 
them. It is purely through the 
merits of Jesus Christ that we 
receive them. 

What I would like to draw our 
attention to is what is the pur-
pose or effect of these various 
Sacramental graces. God at-
tached these graces and gives 
them to us through the Sacra-
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earth. These tools must be put 
to work as they were intended 
otherwise, they are useless. A 
hammer lying on a tool bench 
is useless until it is picked up 
and put to work doing what it 
was designed to do. 

Many are persuaded that they 
only need to hang a brown 
scapular around their necks, 
and they are guaranteed en-
trance into Heaven. They have 
superficially read or misinter-
preted the words often printed 
on them: “Whosoever dies 
wearing this scapular shall not 
suffer eternal fire.” What we 
need to consider is what does it 
mean to “wear a scapular?” 
The brown scapular is a modi-
fied form of a full religious 
habit – specifically the habit of 
the Carmelite order. The per-
son entering the religious life 
asks to be permitted to wear a 
habit of penance. The religious 
garb (habit) is a penitential 
garb designed to be a penance 
and to remind the religious to 
daily live a life of penance. 
There have been many promis-
es that those who die wearing 
the respective habit of their 
Order will go to Heaven. This 
does not mean that they only 
need to have a specific gar-
ment draped over their bodies. 
It means that they must live the 
life the habit symbolizes – the 
penitential life. The religious 
that dies living the penitential 
life he has professed to live 

God does not promise us 
Heaven without any work or 
sacrifices. On the contrary, we 
are expected to toil and labor 
every day. “Deny yourself, 
take up your daily cross, and 
come follow Me.” The Sacra-
mental graces are there to help 
us do just that. They do not 
spare us this labor or sacrifice, 
but they do make our labors 
and sacrifices much lighter, 
sweeter, and enjoyable. In the 
material world, we know that if 
we have the right tool any job 
becomes possible or at least 
much easier. It is, likewise so, 
in the spiritual world. With the 
right Sacramental graces, eve-
rything becomes possible and 
much easier. With St. Paul, we 
must one day proclaim: “I can 
do all things in Him Who 
strengthens me.” Fortified with 
the graces of the Sacraments 
we have nothing to fear from 
the world, the devil, or our fall-
en natures. We will still have 
to face them and do battle with 
them, but we will not fear 
them, because we know that 
with God’s grace we can over-
come them all.  

Now, let us consider the sacra-
mentals. The sacramentals are 
not good luck charms or amu-
lets. Such superstitions are in-
sults to the Church and God. 
With proper faith and devo-
tion, the various sacramentals 
become very valuable tools in 
our spiritual battles here on 
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issue for Subscription Details. 

If we carry a rosary in our 
pockets and never use it to 
pray, we might as well carry 
rocks in our pockets. If we 
hang a crucifix on our walls 
but never look at it and raise 
our hearts and minds to Jesus 
Crucified, then it will be of no 
use to us in obtaining grace or 
in going to Heaven. If we keep 
holy water in a small font by 
our door but never bless our-
selves with it, it is of no use to 
us. If we become thoughtless 
and careless in our use of the 
sacramentals, then they do us 
very little good – if any. 

It is our prayer that everyone 
will do away with all supersti-
tious ideas and practices. Espe-
cially let us root out any false 
beliefs that we may have unin-
tentionally allowed to creep 
into our reception of the Sacra-
ments and in the use of sacra-
mentals. May we here and 
now, and till the end of our 
days, strive to receive the Sac-
raments as worthily as possible 
and use the various sacramen-
tals properly and efficaciously. 

will undoubtedly go to Heav-
en. 

Many in the world are unable 
to enter the various religious 
orders but would like to be-
come a part of and cooperate in 
the works of these religious 
orders. These are often en-
rolled in or permitted to wear a 
modified habit or scapular. To 
obtain the blessings of the reli-
gious order they make promis-
es to live according to some 
respective standard of the Con-
fraternity or Third Order. The 
scapular that they wear is to be 
a daily reminder of the life 
they have promised to live. It 
is a penitential garment de-
signed to daily remind us to 
live a penitential life. It is a 
daily reminder to lift our hearts 
and minds to God, Mary, and 
the saints – especially the 
saints of the respective order 
we have aligned ourselves 
with. If we are faithful to this 
habit of penance, the garment 
symbolizing this penitential 
habit will also become a sym-
bol of the eternal life promised 
us for the faithful observance 
of our promises (vows). 
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JESU DULCIS MEMORIA 

Jesu! The very thought of Thee,  

With sweetness fills my breast; 

But sweeter far Thy Face to see, 

And in Thy presence rest. 

 

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 

Nor can the memory find,  

A sweeter sound than Thy blest Name, 

O Savior of mankind! 

 

O hope of every contrite heart, 

O joy of all the meek, 

To those who fall, how kind Thou art; 

How good to those who seek! 

 

But what to those who find? Ah this, 

Nor tongue nor pen can show: 

The love of Jesus, what it is,  

None but His lovers know. 

 

Jesu! Our only joy be Thou, 

As Thou our prize wilt be; 

Jesus! Be Thou our glory now, 

And through eternity. 
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Note: The information in this 
article comes from The 
Deliberate Dumbing Down of 
America by Charlotte Thomson 
Iserbyt.  

 

1972 

THE NEWPORT HARBOR 
ENSIGN OF CORONA 
DEL MAR, CALIFOR-
NIA carried an article entitled 
“Teachers Are Recycled” in 
its January 20, 1972 issue. The 
following are excerpts from 
this important article: 

Education in California is 
finally going to catch up with 
the “innovative” Newport-
Mesa Unified School District. 
With the passage of the Stull 
Bill, AB 293, all school 
districts are mandated to 
evaluate their classroom 
teachers and certificated per-
sonnel through new guide-
lines. Another portion of the 
bill will allow a district to 
dismiss a teacher with tenure, 
without going to court. 

A teacher will no longer have 
the prerogative of having his 
own “style” of teaching, The 

Serious Seventies: c. 1972 
because he will be held 
“accountable” to uniform ex-
pected student progress. His 
job will depend on how well 
he can produce “intended” be
-havioral changes in students. 

“School districts just haven’t 
had time to tool up for it,” 
explained Dr. William Cun-
ningham, Executive Director of 
the Association of California 
School Administrators (ACSA). 
Until recently, he was super-
intendent of the Newport-Mesa 
district. 

The Newport-Mesa district, 
under the guidance of Dr. 
Cunningham, accomplished this 
task years ago. In fact, we have 
warned of this appraisal plan in 
many of our columns through-
out the past 2 years. Its formal 
name is “staff performance 
appraisal plan,” at least in this 
district, and was formulated as 
early as 1967. 

In 1968 five elementary 
schools in our district (Cali-
fornia, Mariners, Presidio, 
Victoria, Monte Vista) and one 
high school (Estancia) were 
selected from schools that 

The Communist Threat 
Father Joseph Noonan, OFM 

Part Twelve: The Undermining of Education 
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volunteered for the project. 
They were accepted on the 
basis that at least 60% of the 
teachers were willing to 
participate in the “in-service 
training sessions” and to 
“apply” the assessment pro-
cesses learned at these 
sessions in their own class-
room situations. A total of 88 
teachers participated in all 
aspects of the pilot study.... 

THE NEW YORK 
TIMES carried a lengthy front
-page article on April 30, 1972 
by William K. Stevens entitled 
“The Social Studies: A 
Revolution Is on — New 
Approach Is Questioning, 
Skeptical — Students 
Examine Various Cultures.” 
This article explained the early 
history of the twenty-six-year 
controversy which has raged 
across the United States 
between those desiring ed-
ucation for a global society 
versus those desiring edu-
cation in American History 
and Western Civilization; i.e., 
the question of “social 
studies” versus traditional 
history, and “process” 
education versus fact-based 
education. Excerpts follow: 

When C. Frederick Risinger 
started teaching American 
History at Lake Park High 
School near Chicago, he 
operated just about as 
teachers had for generations. 

He drilled students on names 
and dates. He talked a lot 
about kings and presidents. 
And he worked from a 
standard text whose patriotic 
theme held that the United 
States was “founded on the 
highest principles that men of 
good will and common sense 
have been able to put into 
practice.” That was ten years 
ago, but it might as well be 50. 
For the social studies 
curriculum at Lake Park has 
changed almost beyond 
recognition. The 32-year-old 
Mr. Risinger, now head of the 
department, has abandoned 
the traditional text and set his 
students to analyzing all 
revolutions, not just the 
American, and from all points 
of view, including the British 
one that George Washington 
was both a traitor and an 
inept general. 

An article entitled: “PEOPLE 
CONTROL BLUEPRINT” by 
Carol Denton was published in 
the May, 1972 issue (Vol. 3, 
No. 12) of The National 
Educator (Fullerton, CA). 
Recommendations made in the 
top secret paper discussed in 
this article echo those 
mentioned in the April 6, 1971 
Michigan Governor’s Ad-
visory Council on Population 
paper. Excerpts follow: A 
“Top Secret” paper from the 
Center for the Study of 
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Democratic Institutions, now 
in the hands of The National 
Educator, reveals a plan for 
total control of the people of 
the United States through 
behavioral modification tech-
niques of B.F. Skinner, the 
controversial behaviorist 
author of Beyond Freedom 
and Dignity.... 

According to the “Dialogue 
Discussion Paper,” marked 
“Top Secret” across the 
bottom of the cover page, a 
conference was held at the 
Center on January 17 through 
19, 1972, at which time a 
discussion on “The Social and 
Philosophical Implications of 
Behavior Modification” was 
held. The paper in question is 
the one prepared [by] four 
individuals for presentation at 
that conference entitled “Con-
trolled Environment for Social 
Change.” The authors are 
Vitali Rozynko, Kenneth Swift, 
Josephine Swift and Larney J. 
Boggs.... 

The second page of the paper 
carries the inscription, “To 
B.F. Skinner and James G. 
Holland.” ... Page 3 of the 
paper states that the “Top 
Secret” document was 
prepared on December 31, 
1971.... 

The authors of this tome are 
senior staff members of the 
Operant Behavior Modifica-

tion Project located at 
Mendocino State Hospital in 
California and the project is 
partially supported by a grant 
from the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse.... 

On page 5 of this blueprint for 
totalitarianism, the authors 
state that “we are presently 
concerned with controlling 
upheavals and anarchic 
behavior associated with 
social change and discon-
tent.” ... The authors go on to 
say that they believe an 
“Orwellian world” is more 
likely under presently 
developing society than under 
the kind of rigorous controls 
of a society envisioned by 
Skinner.... 

On page 6, the authors 
deplore the growing demands 
for “law and order,” stating 
that the population is now 
more apt to support govern-
mental repression than 
previously, in response to 
“their own fears.” ... 

They add that “with the rising 
population, depletion of natur-
al resources, and the increase 
of pollution, repressive mea-
sures may have to be used to 
guarantee survival of our 
species. These measures may 
take the form of forced 
sterilization, greatly restricted 
uses of energy and limits on 
population movement and 
living location.” ... 



 

14 THE SERAPH 

What is involved is the use of 
government agencies to 
accomplish mass behavioral 
change in every area.... 

PPBS is a plan being pushed 
by Federal and State 
governments to completely 
change education.... 

The accountability involved in 
PPBS means accountability to 
the state’s predetermined 
education goals.... 

One leader of education 
innovation (Shelly Umans — 
Management of Education) 
has called it “A systematic 
design for education revolu-
tion.” ... 

In a systems management of 
the education process, the 
child himself is the product. 
Note: the child... his feelings, 
his values, his behavior, as 
well as his intellectual 
development.... 

PPBS is the culmination of the 
“people planners” dreams.... 

Then in 1965 the means for 
accomplishing the actual re-
structuring of education was 
provided in the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). President Johnson 
has said that he considered the 
ESEA the most significant 
single piece of legislation of 
his administration. Recall that 
it was also the same year of 
1965 when the presidential 

Skinner, on the other hand, 
they allege — “advocates 
more sophisticated controls 
over the population, since 
punishment (by the govern-
ment) for the most part works 
only temporarily and only 
while the punishing agent is 
present.”... 

On the other hand, the authors 
allege, operant conditioning 
(sensitivity training) and other 
behavioral techniques can be 
used to control the population 
through “positive reinforce-
ment.” 

Mary Thompson, Secretary 
and member of the Speak-
ers’ Bureau of the Santa 
Clara, California Republi-
can Women’s Federation, 
gave a very important speech 
regarding Planning, Program-
ming, Budgeting Systems 
(PPBS) on June 11, 1972. 
Following are key excerpts: 

When I was first asked to 
speak to you about PPBS 
(Planning, Programming, Bud
-geting Systems), I inquired 
whether it was to be addressed 
to PPBS as applied to 
education. I shall deal with it 
at the education level today, 
however you should remember 
that PPBS is a tool for 
implementing the very 
restructuring of government at 
all levels in every area of 
governmental institutions. 
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mittees, citizens committees, 
needs assessment commit-
tees.... These are referred to as 
“community involvement.” 
The committees are always 
either self-appointed or 
chosen — never elected. They 
always include guidance from 
some trained “change agents” 
who may be administrators, 
curriculum personnel or local 
citizens. Questionnaires and 
surveys are used to gather 
data on how the community 
“feels” and to test community 
attitudes. The ingeniousness of 
the process is that everybody 
thinks he is having a voice in 
the direction of public schools. 
Not so... for Federal change 
agencies, specifically regional 
education centers established 
by ESEA, influence and 
essentially determine 
terminology used in the 
questionnaires and surveys. 
The change agents at the 
district level then function to 
“identify needs and problems 
for change” as they have been 
programmed to identify them 
at the training sessions 
sponsored by Federal offices 
such as our Center for 
Planning and Evaluation in 
Santa Clara County. That is 
why the goals are essentially 
the same in school districts 
across the country. It also 
explains why three years ago 
every school district was 

order was given to introduce 
PPBS throughout the entire 
federal government. 1965 was 
the year which unleashed the 
actual restructuring of 
governmental processes and 
formally included education as 
a legitimate Federal govern-
ment function.... 

PPBS is the systems manage-
ment tool made possible by 
technology of computer 
hardware to affect the planned 
change.... 

In order to make an explana-
tion of PPBS intelligible, you 
must also know that education 
itself has been redefined. 
Simply put, it has become the 
objective of education to 
measure and diagnose the 
child in order to prescribe a 
program to develop his 
feelings and emotions, values 
and loyalties toward predeter-
mined behavioral objectives.... 
Drawing it right down to 
basics, we are talking about 
conditioned responses in 
human terms. Pavlov 
experimented on dogs!... 

Taking each element of PPBS 
will show how the process is 
accomplished. PLANNING —
Planning phase (please note 
that the process involved with 
a systems approach is always 
described in terms of 
“phases”) always includes the 
establishment of goals com-
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To Be Continued 

goals by using familiar, 
traditional terms which carry 
the new behaviorist mean-
ings.... 

Another name for this process 
is Participatory Democracy, a 
term by the way, which was 
coined by Students for a 
Democratic Society in their 
Port Huron Manifesto to 
identify the process for citizen 
participation in destruction of 
their own political institu-
tions.... 

confronted with the Family 
Life Education issue at the 
same time.... 

Unknowing citizens’ commit-
tees are used by the process to 
generate acceptance of goals 
already determined. What they 
don’t realize is that profes-
sional change agents are 
operating in the behaviorist’s 
framework of thought and Mr. 
or Mrs. Citizen Parent is 
operating in his traditional 
education framework of 
thought. So, the local change 
agents are able to facilitate a 
group to a consensus in 
support of predetermined 
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not imitate them in their hy-
pocrisy. This does not mean 
that there were not any Phari-
sees who were just and honest 
men, genuinely seeking the 
truth. Some did believe that 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah 
and chose to follow Him, such 
as Nicodemus. He did have 
faith, but it was not as strong 
as it should be. Even among 
the people, including His dis-
ciples, Our Lord did not find 
that firm faith. Where did He 
find the greatest faith in all of 
Israel? He found it in a Roman 
Centurion. You should be well 
familiar with this account 
since it is one of the Sunday 
Gospels we hear every year. It 
is where we read those famous 
words, “Lord I am not worthy 
that Thou should come under 
my roof; say but the word and 
my servant shall be healed.” 
This may have foreshadowed 
the role that ancient Rome 
would take in the governance 
and propagation of the Gospel. 
It takes strong faith, a firm 
hope, and a burning charity to 
truly accomplish these things, 
and God would bring much 
good out of evil. Am I getting 
ahead of myself? This was 

Part III 

Our Lord and Ancient Rome 

We know about Our Lord’s 
miracles, His Gospel, and the 
purpose of His Coming – the 
Redemption and salvation of 
mankind. He began with His 
chosen people. This was fit-
ting because it was given to 
them to preserve the belief in 
the True God and the coming 
of the Messiah – His coming. 
They were given the Ten 
Commandments, the Divine 
confirmation of the Natural 
Law which God has put into 
the heart of every man. He 
gave them the Old Mosaic 
Law with its ceremonies and 
sacrifices. All this is a prefig-
ure of that one great Sacrifice 
upon the Cross renewed daily 
in the Mass. Yes, it was in-
deed fitting. Of course, He dis-
approved of the novelties and 
the “traditions of men” pro-
moted by Pharisees. Remem-
ber that the Pharisees were not 
an order within the Mosaic 
Law and did not exist until the 
Babylonian Captivity. Our 
Lord said that the people 
should listen to them in so far 
as they speak truthfully, but 

The Birth of the  
Holy Roman Empire 

Father Anthony Lentz, OFM 
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Herodians, saying: ‘Master, 
we know that thou art a true 
speaker, and teaches the way 
of God in truth, neither cares 
thou for any man: for thou 
dost not regard the person of 
men. Tell us therefore what 
dost thou think, is it lawful to 
give tribute to Caesar, or 
not?’ But Jesus knowing their 
wickedness, said: ‘Why do you 
tempt me, ye hypocrites? Shew 
me the coin of the tribute.’ 
And they offered Him a penny. 
And Jesus saith to them: 
‘Whose image and inscription 
is this?’ They say to Him: 
‘Caesar's.’ Then He saith to 
them: ‘Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's; and to God, the 
things that are God's.’ And 
hearing this they wondered, 
and leaving Him, went their 
ways.” (Gospel of St. Matthew 
22:16-21) I believe that was, 
as chess players say, 
“checkmate.” Our Lord cer-
tainly baffled the Pharisees, 
but more importantly, for our 
historical purpose, He demon-
strated His respect for Rome 
and the importance and law-
fulness of paying taxes. 

The second example is even 
more important. The Sanhed-
rin, the High-priest, and the 
Pharisees all sought to put Je-
sus to death. I suppose His tri-
umphant entrance into Jerusa-
lem was the final nail in the 

Our Lord’s relation with only 
one Roman. What was His 
attitude towards the Roman 
Empire? Let’s look through 
those divinely inspired histori-
cal references, the Gospels, 
and find out. 

The encounter with the centu-
rion was already mentioned, 
and it was a singular case in-
deed. Also, it does not demon-
strate a particular aspect: Our 
Lord’s recognition of Roman 
rule and authority. There are 
two examples of this: Caesar’s 
tithings and Pontius Pilate’s 
interrogation of Our Lord. 

If you recall, the Roman gov-
ernment and the Jewish nation 
had at best a tumultuous rela-
tionship. The Jews were not 
fans of the Roman occupation. 
Many uprisings and rebellions 
were formed even during Our 
Lord’s time and continued for 
at least a hundred years after 
the destruction of the Temple 
by Titus in 70 A.D. The pay-
ing of taxes to Rome was a 
particularly sore spot for many 
of the people, which is why 
the publicans were hated. I 
mean, who likes a tax collec-
tor? Knowing this, the Phari-
sees came up with the perfect 
question to trap Our Lord and 
thus destroy His influence on 
the people. They presented a 
simple question in their 
“flattering tone.” And they sent 
to Him their disciples with the 
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truth, heareth my voice. Pilate 
saith to him: What is truth? 

He tried many ways to free 
our Lord that would not result 
in a riot. He may have merely 
looked upon Our Lord as an 
innocent man, maybe even the 
rightful “King of the Jews,” 
but it was not until he heard 
Our Lord’s accusers say, “We 
have a law that He must die 
because He has made Himself 
the Son of God,” that he began 
to be afraid. He commanded 
that Our Lord, Who had just 
been scourged, mocked, and 
crowned with thorns by the 
Roman soldiers, be brought 
before him again: 

And he entered into the hall 
again, and he said to Jesus: 
Whence art thou? But Jesus 
gave him no answer. Pilate, 
therefore, saith to him: Speak-
est thou not to me? knowest 
thou not that I have power to 
crucify thee, and I have power 
to release thee? 

Jesus answered: Thou 
shouldst not have any power 
against me, unless it were giv-
en thee from above. Therefore, 
he that hath delivered me to 
thee, hath the greater sin. And 
from henceforth Pilate sought 
to release him. But the Jews 
cried out, saying: If thou re-
lease this man, thou art not 
Caesar's friend. For whosoev-
er maketh himself a king, 

proverbial coffin. The Temple 
guards were eventually able to 
capture and arrest Our Lord, 
for it was their hour to do so. 
They all mocked and insulted 
Him. They lied about Him un-
der oath. They sent Him to 
Pontius Pilate to have Him 
crucified. Pilate was many 
things: a pagan, perhaps a 
coward, but he was not a fool. 
He knew that they delivered 
Our Lord to Him out of envy. 
He questioned Our Lord in the 
Praetorium: 

Pilate therefore went into the 
hall again, and called Jesus, 
and said to him: Art thou the 
king of the Jews? Jesus an-
swered: Sayest thou this thing 
of thyself, or have others told 
it thee of me? Pilate an-
swered: Am I a Jew? Thy own 
nation, and the chief priests, 
have delivered thee up to me: 
what hast thou done? 

Jesus answered: My kingdom 
is not of this world. If my king-
dom were of this world, my 
servants would certainly strive 
that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews: but now my king-
dom is not from hence. Pilate 
therefore said to him: Art thou 
a king then? Jesus answered: 
Thou sayest that I am a king. 
For this was I born, and for 
this came I into the world; that 
I should give testimony to the 
truth. Every one that is of the 
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by His Father. See how God 
allows man’s free-will choices 
to shape and mold social con-
structs. He even respected the 
sentence that Pilate an-
nounced. The Roman Empire 
was indeed pagan, but it also 
brought order to the known 
world. Its construction of 
roadways, its establishment of 
commerce, and its civil laws 
helped the growth and expan-
sion of the Church. There was 
corruption and evil, but God 
can bring good out of any evil. 
He did so with ancient Rome, 
especially during the Roman 
persecutions of the Early 
Church. 

speaketh against Caesar. Now 
when Pilate had heard these 
words, he brought Jesus forth, 
and sat down in the judgment 
seat, in the place that is called 
Lithostrotos, and in Hebrew 
Gabbatha. And it was the par-
asceve of the pasch, about the 
sixth hour, and he saith to the 
Jews: Behold your king. But 
they cried out: Away with him; 
away with him; crucify him. 
Pilate saith to them: Shall I 
crucify your king? The chief 
priests answered: We have no 
king but Caesar.” (Gospel of 
St. John Chapters 18 & 19) 

Our Lord’s personal relation-
ship with Ancient Rome was 
that of acknowledgment of 
their authority and dominion 
because it was given to them To Be Continued 
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Chapter Three 
Catechism on The Holy Spirit 

shows us good and evil on a 
large scale. With the Holy Spirit 
we see everything in its true 
proportions; we see the 
greatness of the least actions 
done for God, and the greatness 
of the least faults. As a 
watchmaker with his glasses 
distinguishes the most minute 
wheels of a watch, so we, with 
the light of the Holy Ghost, 
distinguish all the details of our 
poor life. Then the smallest 
imperfections appear very great, 
the least sins inspire us with 
horror. That is the reason why 
the most Holy Virgin never 
sinned. The Holy Ghost made 
her understand the hideousness 
of sin; she shuddered with terror 
at the least fault. 

Those who have the Holy Spirit 
cannot endure themselves, so 
well do they know their poor 
misery. The proud are those who 
have not the Holy Spirit. 

My Children, how beautiful it 
is! The Father is our Creator, the 
Son is our Redeemer, and the 
Holy Ghost is our Guide. Man 
by himself is nothing, but with 
the Holy Spirit he is very great. 
Man is all earthly and all 
animal; nothing but the Holy 
Spirit can elevate his mind, and 
raise it on high. Why were the 
saints so detached from the 
earth? Because they let 
themselves be led by the Holy 
Spirit. Those who are led by the 
Holy Spirit have true ideas; that 
is the reason why so many 
ignorant people are wiser than 
the learned. When we are led by 
a God of strength and light, we 
cannot go astray. 

The Holy Spirit is light and 
strength. He teaches us to 
distinguish between truth and 
falsehood, and between good 
and evil. Like glasses that 
magnify objects, the Holy Spirit 
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sponge will come abundance of 
water. The sponge is the soul 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
the stone is the cold and hard 
heart which is not inhabited by 
the Holy Spirit. 

A soul that possesses the Holy 
Spirit tastes such sweetness in 
prayer, that it finds the time 
always too short; it never loses 
the holy presence of God. Such 
a heart, before Our good Savior 
in the Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, is a bunch of grapes under 
the wine press. The Holy Spirit 
forms thoughts and suggests 
words in the hearts of the just. 
Those who have the Holy Spirit 
produce nothing bad; all the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit are 
good. Without the Holy Spirit 
all is cold; therefore, when we 
feel we are losing our fervor, we 
must instantly make a novena to 
the Holy Spirit to ask for faith 
and love. See, when we have 
made a retreat or a jubilee, we 
are full of good desires: these 
good desires are the breath of 
the Holy Ghost, which has 
passed over our souls, and has 
renewed everything, like the 
warm wind which melts the ice 
and brings back the spring… 
You who are not great saints, 
you still have many moments 
when you taste the sweetness of 
prayer and of the presence of 
God: these are visits of the Holy 
Spirit. When we have the Holy 
Spirit, the heart expands —
bathes itself in Divine Love. A 
fish never complains of having 
too much water, neither does a 

Worldly people have not the 
Holy Spirit, or if they have, it is 
only for a moment. He does not 
remain with them; the noise of 
the world drives Him away. A 
Christian who is led by the Holy 
Spirit has no difficulty in 
leaving the goods of this world, 
to run after those of Heaven; he 
knows the difference between 
them. The eyes of the world see 
no further than this life, as mine 
see no further than this wall 
when the church door is shut. 
The eyes of the Christian see 
deep into eternity. To the man 
who gives himself up to the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost, 
there seems to be no world; to 
the world there seems to be no 
God. . . .We must therefore find 
out by whom we are led. If it is 
not by the Holy Ghost, we labor 
in vain; there is no substance nor 
savor in anything we do. If it is 
by the Holy Ghost, we taste a 
delicious sweetness... it is 
enough to make us die of 
pleasure! 

Those who are led by the Holy 
Spirit experience all sorts of 
happiness in themselves, while 
bad Christians roll themselves 
on thorns and flints. A soul in 
which the Holy Spirit dwells is 
never weary in the presence of 
God; his heart gives forth a 
breath of love. Without the Holy 
Ghost we are like the stones on 
the road. Take in one hand a 
sponge full of water, and in the 
other a little pebble; press them 
equally. Nothing will come out 
of the pebble, but out of the 
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is indeed an easy matter to say 
“yes”! . . .Well, the Holy Spirit 
wants to take us to Heaven; we 
have only to say “yes,” and to 
let Him take us there. 

The Holy Spirit is like a 
gardener cultivating our souls. 
The Holy Spirit is our servant. 
There is a gun; well you load it, 
but someone must fire it and 
make it go off. In the same way, 
we have in ourselves the power 
of doing good...when the Holy 
Spirit gives the impulse, good 
works are produced. The Holy 
Spirit reposes in just souls like 
the dove in her nest. He brings 
out good desires in a pure soul, 
as the dove hatches her young 
ones. The Holy Spirit leads us as 
a mother leads by the hand her 
child of two years old, as a 
person who can see leads one 
who is blind. 

The Sacraments which Our Lord 
instituted would not have saved 
us without the Holy Spirit. Even 
the death of Our Lord would 
have been useless to us without 
Him. Therefore, Our Lord said 
to His Apostles, “It is good for 
you that I should go away; for if 
I did not go, the Consoler would 
not come.” The Descent of the 
Holy Ghost was required, to 
render fruitful that harvest of 
graces. It is like a grain of 
wheat—you cast it into the 
ground; yes, but it must have 
sun and rain to make it grow and 
come into ear. We should say 
every morning, “O God, send 
me Thy Spirit to teach me what 
I am and what Thou art.” 

good Christian ever complain of 
being too long with the good 
God. There are some people 
who find religion wearisome, 
and it is because they have not 
the Holy Spirit. 

If the damned were asked: Why 
are you in Hell? they would 
answer: For having resisted the 
Holy Spirit. And if the saints 
were asked, Why are you in 
Heaven? they would answer: 
For having listened to the Holy 
Spirit. When good thoughts 
come into our minds, it is the 
Holy Spirit who is visiting us. 
The Holy Spirit is a power. The 
Holy Spirit supported St. 
Simeon on his column; He 
sustained the martyrs. Without 
the Holy Spirit, the martyrs 
would have fallen like the leaves 
from the trees. When the fires 
were lighted under them, the 
Holy Spirit extinguished the 
heat of the fire by the heat of 
Divine Love. The good God, in 
sending us the Holy Spirit, has 
treated us like a great king who 
should send his minister to 
guide one of his subjects, 
saying, “You will accompany 
this man everywhere, and you 
will bring him back to me safe 
and sound.” How beautiful it is, 
my children, to be accompanied 
by the Holy Spirit! He is indeed 
a good Guide; and to think that 
there are some who will not 
follow Him. The Holy Spirit is 
like a man with a carriage and 
horse, who should want to take 
us to Paris. We should only have 
to say “yes,” and to get into it. It 
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Chapter Six 
A Pilgrimage to Rome 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
An Autobiography 

Meanwhile Papa was propos-
ing to take me to Jerusalem, 
but although my natural incli-
nation drew me to visit the 
places sanctified by Our 
Lord's footsteps, I was weary 
of earthly pilgrimages. I 
longed only for the beauties of 
Heaven, and it was to win 
them for souls that I pined to 
become a prisoner as quickly 
as possible. Alas! before the 
gates of my hallowed prison 
should open, I knew that I 
must continue to struggle and 
suffer; yet my trust in God did 
not grow less, and I still hoped 
to enter at Christmas. 

Scarcely had we reached home 
when I went to the convent. 
What an interview that was! 
You will remember, dear 
Mother, how I left myself en-
tirely in your hands, for my 
own resources were complete-
ly exhausted. You told me to 
write to the Bishop and remind 
him of his promise. I did so at 
once, and no sooner was the 
letter posted than I felt I 
should obtain the necessary 
permission without any further 
waiting; but each day brought 

a fresh disappointment. When 
the beautiful feast of Christ-
mas dawned, Jesus was still 
sleeping. He had left His little 
ball on the ground without 
even glancing at it. 

The trial was a sore one, but 
He whose Heart is ever watch-
ing taught me that He works 
miracles for those whose faith 
is as a grain of mustard seed, 
in hope of thereby strengthen-
ing it; whilst for His intimate 
friends, for His Mother even, 
He did not work wonders until 
He had put their faith to the 
test. Did He not permit that 
Lazarus should die, even 
though Mary and Martha had 
sent word that he was sick? 
And at the marriage feast of 
Cana, when Our Lady asked 
her Divine Son to aid the mas-
ter of the house, did He not 
answer that His hour had not 
yet come? But after the trial 
what a reward! Water was 
changed into wine, and Laza-
rus rose from the dead. In like 
manner did my Beloved act 
with His little Therese —
having tried her long and of-
ten, He granted all her desires. 
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For my New Year’s gift in 
1888, Jesus again gave me His 
cross. Mother Mary of Gon-
zaga wrote to tell me that on 
the Feast of the Holy Inno-
cents, December 28, she had 
received the Bishop’s answer 
authorizing my immediate en-
try into Carmel, but that she 
herself had decided not to 
open its doors to me until after 
Lent. At the thought of such a 
long delay I could not restrain 
my tears: the dove had been 
released from her earthly ties 
only to find that the Ark itself 
refused to shelter her.1 

The three months of waiting 
were fruitful in sufferings, and 
still more so in other graces. 
At first indeed the thought 
came to me to throw off re-
straint and lead a life less strict 
than usual. But Our Lord 
made me understand how val-
uable those months were, and 
I resolved to give myself up 
more than ever to a serious 
and mortified life. When I say 
mortified, I do not allude to 
the penances practiced by the 
Saints. Far from resembling 
those heroic souls who from 
their childhood use fast and 
scourge and chain to discipline 
the flesh, I made my mortifi-
cations consist simply in 
checking my self-will, keeping 
back an impatient answer, ren-
dering a small service in a qui-
et way, and a hundred other 

similar things. By means of 
these trifles I prepared myself 
to become the spouse of 
Christ, and I can never tell 
you, dear Mother, how much 
the enforced delay helped me 
to grow in self-abandonment, 
humility, and other virtues. 

1One reason was the persistent 
opposition of the superior, Canon 
Delatroëtte, a cross which lasted 
for three years. The Canon was 
very angry with both Foundress 
and Prioress for desiring to admit 
anyone under 21. “I present to 
you the child you have coveted” 
— he said to the community in 
chilling tones on April 9, 1888.   
“I hope she will not disappoint 
your expectations, but should it 
so fall out, I remind you that the 
responsibility is your own.” He 
delayed her reception for two 
months and her profession for 
eight. The influenza epidemic of 
1891 revealed to him the treasure 
God had entrusted to his care.  

(Rev. Thomas N. Taylor, Editor) 

End of Chapter Six 

To Be Continued 
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Taking with him Brother Pas-
chal, who shared his taste for 
solitude, they set out together 
for the wild and rugged moun-
tains of Petralia. On their way 
they stopped at Polizzi. The 
people, hearing of their arri-
val, compelled Gandolph to 
stay and preach the Lenten 
course in that town. A few 
days later, Brother Paschal fell 
ill and lost his speech before 
he could make his confession. 
He remained in this sad condi-
tion for five days, during 
which time he frequently 
made signs to Gandolph with 
his eyes and hands, as if to 
implore his help. When he 
seemed to be at the point of 
death Gandolph, moved with 
compassion at his dear broth-
er's affliction, betook himself 
to prayer, begging God to 
make known to him what the 
dying man desired. He had 
scarcely ended his prayer, 
when the dying man recovered 
his speech and said: “I thank 
God and you, my Father, be-
cause through your interces-

Franciscan 
Saints 

April 3rd 

Blessed Gandolph of Binasco 

Confessor, First Order 

This blessed man was born in 
the little town of Binasco in 
Lombardy. He renounced the 
vanities of the world in the 
flower of his youth in order to 
become a religious of the Or-
der of St. Francis. This was in 
the lifetime of the holy Found-
er. He was remarkable for his 
deep humility, his great love 
of prayer, and his boundless 
zeal for the salvation of souls. 
His reputation for sanctity was 
widespread in Sicily. His life 
was one of continual penance 
and rigorous abstinence. Be-
sides the fasts enjoined by the 
rule, he fasted three days in 
the week on bread and water. 
His only tunic was a hair shirt. 
He spent whole nights in pray-
er and was often rapt in ecsta-
sy. Such was his love of hu-
mility and his horror of the 
praise of men that, on learning 
that his brethren spoke in 
terms of admiration of his vir-
tue, he determined to with-
draw to a solitary place in or-
der to escape the temptation to 
vanity. 
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sion I have been delivered 
from hell. Through negli-
gence, I had omitted to con-
fess certain sins, for which the 
devil was about to lay hold of 
me, and he would have 
dragged me down to hell but 
for your charitable aid.” He 
then made a most contrite con-
fession and died in great 
peace. 

In his sermons Brother Gan-
dolph spoke with such burning 
zeal as to inspire his hearers 
with true devotion, while at 
the same time he taught them 
the practice of virtue. One 
Wednesday in Holy Week in 
the year 1260, while he was 
preaching in the church at 
Polizzi, he told his hearers that 
this would be his last sermon. 
On his return to the hospital of 
St. Nicholas, where he lodged, 
he fell sick and prepared him-
self for death. On Holy Satur-
day he told those who were 
attending him that he would 
not see the next day dawn. 
And so, it was. At the moment 
of his death, all the bells in 
Polizzi rang out of their own 
accord. His body diffused a 
marvelously sweet fragrance, 
which perfumed the whole 
house and lasted for a fort-
night. The clergy and the peo-
ple of Polizzi assisted at his 
funeral, and he was buried in 
the beloved solitude which he 
had chosen for himself. 

Many miracles occurred after 
his death. When his body had 
been buried about sixty years, 
it was decided to remove it to 
a more honorable resting-
place. The exact spot where he 
had been buried was not 
known, but God pointed it out 
to the workmen in a miracu-
lous manner. The body was 
found whole and incorrupt and 
was then exposed to public 
veneration. God again honored 
it with many miracles, which 
made the name of Blessed 
Gandolph famed throughout 
Sicily. Pope Leo XIII con-
firmed the devotion which has 
been paid to him from the be-
ginning. 

ON THE PLEASURES OF 
THE WORLD 

Consider the vanity of worldly 
pleasures. St. John says in his 
Epistle (1, 2:17): “The world 
passeth away and the concu-
piscence thereof.” A casket 
and a shroud are all that re-
main to us of its splendor. 
Hence there is much truth in 
the words that there is little 
happiness behind high win-
dows and beautiful curtains. 
Worldly pleasures are like poi-
soned honey which we swal-
low with relish, to experience 
thereafter the excruciating 
pains of worry, envy, spite, 
and anger. How wisely, there-
fore, did Blessed Gandolph act 
when he disengaged himself 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

O God, who dost make the hearts of Thy faithful to be of one mind 
and one will, grant to Thy people to love that which Thou hast 

commanded and to strive after that which Thou hast promised, so 
that amid the vicissitudes of this life our hearts may be directed 
there where true joy is to be found. Through Christ Our Lord. 

Amen.  

A rich recompense awaits 
those who renounce worldly 
pleasures. When St. Peter 
asked Our Lord what he and 
the other apostles would re-
ceive because they had left all 
things, he was given this 
promise: “Amen, I say to you, 
that you who have followed 
me, in the regeneration shall 
sit upon twelve seats 
(thrones)” (Matt 19:28). Even 
here on earth Our Lord gives 
those who have withdrawn 
from the world the true joys of 
the children of God and the 
peace of a good conscience. 
— Adhere, therefore, to God, 
and use the world as though 
you used it not. 

from these pleasures. — Have 
you allowed yourself to be de-
luded by the pleasures of the 
world? Have you perhaps en-
vied others on their account? 

Consider the dangers associat-
ed with worldly pleasures. 
“For all that is in the world is 
the concupiscence of the flesh, 
the concupiscence of the eyes, 
and the pride of life” (1 John 
2:16). The number of those 
who suffer no harm in the 
midst of the pleasures of the 
world is very small. Again, 
how wise it was of Blessed 
Gandolph to renounce the 
pleasures of the world and so 
to guard his soul from much 
harm. — Have worldly pleas-
ures perhaps been an occasion 
of sin for you in the past? 
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Among Infidels -  
By Divine Grace 

Father Louis Vezelis, OFM 

Chapter Thirteen - The Liturgical Changes 

vantages, it generally pro-
ved the better choice to go 
along. It did not seem pru-
dent to neutralize one's in-
fluence by resisting what 
was clearly a small point. 
Soon it became apparent 
that these ‘small points’ 
were getting to be very fre-
quent. So frequent, in fact, 
that I began to draw con-
clusions which were un-
pleasant. 

The word from the chancel-
lery office was that the dio-
cese needed more money to 
cover expenses of operating. 
Each parish had to increase 
the amount sent to the dioce-
san office. This began to 
show in the already strained 
economy of the poor parishes. 
Not a few suggested that 
much economy can be gained 
by cutting down on the num-
ber of letters coming from 
the chancellery office. 
Guideline letters were coming 
without end. No sooner did we 
read one letter from the 
Bishop than this was fol-
lowed by another. 

The changes were so gradual 
and seemingly minor that 
hardly anyone felt justified to 
make a definite stand. This 
attitude, of course, was well-
calculated to keep prospective 
critics in check. No one 
wished to speak out against 
some small change at the risk 
of provoking displeasure at 
the chancellery office. Be-
sides, it could all be excused 
under the blanket of obedi-
ence. This was making virtue 
of necessity. 

As for myself, although I did 
not approve of what was hap-
pening, I was faced with a deci-
sion on every occasion of 
change. I had to weigh the 
obvious consequences that 
would ensue as a result of 
resistance. It did not take 
much to realize that a point 
would be reached where my 
mission would soon become 
“different” from all the oth-
ers if I opted to resist the 
pressures. It was a difficult 
choice to make at each time. 
However, weighing the ad-
vantages and disad-
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Last Blessing could be done 
in a spirit of humble petition 
by standing. This did not set 
right with me. 

The letter from the Bishop’s 
office was there. It had to be 
read in church. This I did. 
I then explained to the peo-
ple that since the letter spoke 
of ‘options’ we would exer-
cise our option and continue 
to kneel for the final blessing at 
the end of Mass. To give some 
semblance of conformity to the 
tenor of the letter, I suggest-
ed that those who would like 
to stand for the final blessing 
may do so. I knew that very 
few would venture to stand 
while most of the congregation 
remained kneeling. From then 
on, we always knew when a 
stranger was at Mass - invar-
iably he would stand for the 
final blessing while the entire 
congregation would be kneel-
ing. 

This also served to create 
an atmosphere of disorder. 
Once the people lost their 
sense of good order based on 
a certain amount of uniformi-
ty, there was no telling what 
would happen. Oddly 
enough, then, many well-
intentioned priests began to 
‘conform’ to the destructive 
policies for the sake of unity. 
Strange as it may seem, that was 
one of the powerful pressures 

After a while, I just didn't 
bother even opening them, 
much less reading them to the 
people. Those that I did read, 
were always further chang-
es. The last change I permit-
ted in my parish was stand-
ing for Communion. And the 
only reason that I felt I could 
allow this was because I 
knew this to be a long-
standing custom in the Orien-
tal Rites. Rather than provoke 
the diocesan office, I went 
along with this innovation. 
Interestingly enough, subse-
quent changes pointed up the 
real reason for this apparently 
insignificant change. It is 
very awkward to give Com-
munion on the tongue while 
the communicant is standing. 
Nevertheless, I persevered in 
doing just that. 

I remember receiving a letter 
indicating that the people 
could now stand for the Last 
Blessing after Mass. That 
seemed odd to me and I could 
no longer relate this to any-
thing I’ve ever seen. The 
entire idea seemed to mili-
tate against the very heart of 
Christianity: in seeking a 
blessing from God, the ap-
propriate attitude would be an 
attitude of humility. Receiv-
ing the blessing on one’s 
knees is a universal sign of 
humble posture. I could not 
see how the reception of the 
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my eyes. Then, when the 
Communion was distributed, I 
saw the disorder very clearly. 
Some were standing; some 
were kneeling; some held out 
their hands; others stuck out 
their tongues. Bishop Hwang 
gave out Communion like a 
card player passes out cards. 

After Mass, having been thor-
oughly appalled by the entire 
irreverent function, I said to the 
Bishop’s secretary: “Until 
now, I always believed that 
the church was the House of 
God. I see that it has now be-
come the House of Man!” This 
was the last time I set foot into 
the cathedral. And my contacts 
with the local clergy became 
fewer and fewer. The handwrit-
ing was on the wall, so to 
speak. There were to be some 
clergy whose attitude towards 
me would become openly hos-
tile, while others worked be-
hind the scenes. One in par-
ticular showed his hostility 
by putting his feet directly on 
the table in front of me in such 
a way that they obscured my 
vision of others in the room. 
No Korean of any breeding 
would ever do such a thing. 
But this Korean priest, Direc-
tor of the Pastoral Center, did 
it. Unfortunately, the insult 
given was not insult taken. It 
only displayed his own poor 
character. Then, too, God has a 
way of balancing things out: 

exerted. The reality, of course, 
was that all good order was 
being destroyed by dishar-
mony and lack of uniformi-
ty. Clearly, a pastor was 
faced with a situation that 
would eventually become 
explosive. 

My position was becoming 
more and more clear. The lo-
cal clergy were not pleased 
with my resistance: the Mod-
ernists because it meant defi-
ance of their ideas; the con-
servatives because my open 
stand made them feel uncom-
fortable. 

Communion in the hand was 
already being practiced with 
the intention of presenting au-
thorities with an accom-
plished fact. But, it appears 
that the authorities them-
selves were pushing this de-
spite the warnings of the 
Vatican. I remember being 
forced to go to a concele-
brated Mass in the cathe-
dral. The scene just before 
Communion is already too 
familiar to everyone to need 
repeating. 

Nevertheless, the sight that I 
saw convinced me still further 
that something was radically 
wrong. An altar boy went to 
the side altar and took out the 
ciborium for the Celebrant, 
Bishop Peter Hwang. I was 
startled and could not believe 
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To Be Continued 

would soon be joined. And 
joined it was. There was no 
more giving quarter. The lines 
were being rapidly drawn. In 
fact, they had been drawn long 
ago ... they were just coming to 
the surface in all their finality. 

with a loud crash the chair on 
which this priest was balancing 
himself fell over and he fol-
lowed with feet high in the air 
and arm flailing widely. Talk 
about ‘poetic justice’! 

I knew that my days in Korea 
were numbered. The issue 

The Korean Martyrs 
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