
 

Subject: Update on the Murphys-to-Forest Meadows WUI Fuel Break Project 

 

Over the past few months, the Calaveras County Resource Conservation District has been working with 
Professional Forester Ed Struffeneger and Wildlife Biologist Terry Strange to survey the properties 
included in or impacted by this fuel reduction project. This first project task is to comply with California’s 
CEQA (California Environmental Quality Assessment) requirements. They have been creating maps, 
charting watercourses to be protected, marking important wildlife habitats and archeological sites for 
protection, and flagging areas that will be treated. They have been placing signage like this in the areas 
they have been working in: 

 

When the CEQA report was completed, it was filed at the Calaveras County Clerk’s office. The CEQA 
document is called a “Notice of Exemption” and can be found here: 
http://www.calaverasrcd.org/projects (click on the “Notice of Exemption link”). 

Ed and Terry have also been developing treatment plans that will be used by the contractors that do the 
groundwork. The treatment plans identify: 

 Trees and brush to be removed or kept based on species, size, and placement 
 How the materials are to be treated (primarily machine mastication) 
 What the resulting materials will look like (mulch depth, size of shreds, height of stumps, etc.) 

Ground work will start first on the easternmost section of the project, which we’ve dubbed “Darby Knob 
Unit”. On April 28th, we will be hosting a tour of the Darby Knob Unit for prospective contractors. You 
may see a caravan of pickup trucks and cars on Buckthorne Drive that morning. We anticipate a start 
time for ground work on the Darby Knob area in mid-May.  

You can see the location of the Darby Knob Unit and the revised project boundaries on the map below. 

http://www.calaverasrcd.org/projects


Landowners will be notified at least 24 hours before groundwork begins in your area. If there are special 
features on your property that you want to be protected, you will have the opportunity to work with the 
Contracting Officer, Gordon Long, so that he can mark those items to be left intact. 

If you have questions about the project or how it will impact your property, please feel free to call 
Gordon at (209) 791-0268. 

Thanks to everyone involved in this important project. It will provide protection from wildfires to your 
homes, your neighbors’ homes, and your community. We appreciate your cooperation in allowing us to 
treat your property and include it in this important fuel break. 

Updated map: 

 

Please feel free to call me with any general questions about the project. 

Thanks, 

 

Jill Micheau, Grant Administrator for the CCRCD 
209-813-7019 or jillmicheau@gmail.com  

mailto:jillmicheau@gmail.com

