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We hope you enjoy your visit to this website, Contributions, enquires, comment and
suggestions will be most welcome to put names, dates and events to all images in
the galleries. Please send by email to photogallery@royheskethcircuit.comand add
your photograph as an attachment. If anything at the gallery breaches your
copyright, please let us know and it will be remove the offending material
immediately. Alternatively, please contact Nigel and he will gratefully acknowledge
the image.

Roy Hesketh reunion Motoring.

RICHARD McMILLAN famous Lotus Cortinas. The cream
¥ of the South African riders raced
*T'Y years ago a young on the legendary machines like the
girl and her father
through the long Maichless, the 7R AJS and the
grass on a hill - the of the
while 1 played a role in the staging of
on the other side of town I raced the Daily News TT which brought
my bicyele around a twisty track top overseas riders like
seeing mysell as my hero, one of legendary Giacomo Agostini
tha greatest motorcyde racers of ‘his world-beating MV Augusta to
all time, the legendary Hesketh and was also one of the
On the grassy hill at Hay Mvmdﬂ-eledﬂ:.hchk that
Paddock, young Yvonne established the South
stood by as father Percy and Dr Tim ho\rm:rmuncudutunm
pointed out where they for Volkswagen.
envisaged a motor racing circuit to ‘Roy Hesketh was closed some 20
replace the famous Alexander Road years ago. Parts of the circuit still
wvenue could be built. remain and plans are afoot to
Anwnmndmnmdhhum restore the track to its former glory
Motorcycle and Car Club, Percy and establish a museum and
was charged, along with the motoring centre there.
officials from the two Durban Yes, | remember Roy Hesketh
racing clubs - mnmum:yd. well, the excitement and thrills of
Club and Natal Motorcycle and the racing, the many friendships of
Club - mmmm-nmueplm you will go a long way to find today  Russell - who were somehow just after the control tower and the  the wonderful men and women
1o bulld a new racing circuit. There was a lot of work to be mmd.mdmltmummﬂn kink became known as Hénry's who helped to make it a very
‘T¥avers and Meyrick had located  done, other than the building of hill, Yvonne Travers, well I met her Kmumrlha soecial part of South Africa’s
the Hay Paddock site and the the racing surface itself, and every  for the first fime in Uso the first motor racing history I hope that
representatives of the two Durban  weekend they from all of possibly.the greatest  some of those old friends will be
clubs travelled to Pietermaritzburg  corners of the province - club years later and, a few years after motorcycle racer of all time, the there revival on March 50.
for an inspection. The decision was  members, racing enthusiastsand ~  that, married her late Mike Hailwood, who
unanimous, the site was perfect »their friends and, as one big happy Tcanstillseeasa e
and concrete family, they up N DECEMBER 26,1058, hwhblookiu.ﬁuh
the building of Roy Hesketh circuit  fences, power lines and lines for the Roy Hesketh was faced young man who in
public addregs system and mixing officially opened by the  later years bocame a
As alegend in South African or of Natal, very good
racing’ on tossing bricks to butld the control Mr D G Shepstone, ‘There were so many
motorcycles in the DJ and in his tower. the first race meeting was a5 great riders and drivers
ERA 1t was every Saturday the Christrmas 256 T was étill a 1t is impossible to
and which later every Sunday and | was schoolboy but the older: all.
property of the late Basil Beal, it privileged, along with my eldest the MMCC, in I later years Iagain
WRS permanent  brother John, now departed, who ‘work at the circuit, had made mea . became
home for racing in the province was a member; to be part of the member of the club - _ with racing at Roy
dedicated to his memory. ever On that specialday [wasa  * Hesketh
and girlfriends joined inas  crowd editor first for The Natal
reached on the location, the well and every Sunday they laidon  at the end of the main’ and  Mercury and then for
clubs formed the Natal Motor Sport  a magnificent lunch for the r forget the of  theDaily News,
Union. watching the cars dnd bikes and promoting all race
Travers and Meyrick approached “That wonderful man; the late down ‘meetings held at the
Pletermaritzburg City Council ~ Colin Dove, was one of the me then divifR down venue.
forthe . stalwarts ind every Saturday and through the tight left-hand corner: Those were wonderful
track to be built and secured a 99 “Sunday he would collect John and In the years thereafter Roy years with memorable
year lease on the property. myself in his Doves Funeral Hesketh saw magnificent racing lving top cars
then Oliver Parlour and I can still remember the day and drivers incius
‘Hesketh, father of Roy, and asked Returning in the evenings we my Duke, to the likes of John Love
his permission for the circuit tobe  would often stop off at Doves and, Tace with his magnificent world- and Tor in
after been sitting among the coffins, have a conquering Gilera. Formula 1 cars, Formula
killed in action during World drink and discuss progress. 1 can remember also the day Atlantic, sports cars and
‘War 2, (Roy, 29, was killed in the There were many wonderful men  Henry Theron crashed on the kink  the saloons such as the
wmm-p\mm and women who gave up their
trol during a formation and many months to
chuwrd'.hlhlloﬂ!bs\"ntunnf build Ray Hesketh - a spivit of
which he was the copilot.) * camraderie among men and
Oliver Hesketh did not hesitate women who loved motor
in giving his permission and along  racing.
with it, he donated £1 000 to get the . In passing, just & note on how
fund-raising ground. one's destiny can be played out.
It was all systems go and there Tam a distant relative of Roy
began & venture of co-operation Hesketh his father

M through
and dedication the equal of which  Oliver and my mother —a Miss
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Hesketh stock car meeting. Owen is folowed by C

STOCK CARS
BITE DUST
AT HESKETH

By A erate

,g'mz “dlistbowl" lived up {0 #s nafiv at the Roy mckeu; Circuit
yesterday when an excellent ¢ro}vd turned out to watch a stgck car
| meeting orgsr,uoa hy the Maritzhurg Mo;quyclow
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The second in a series of articles looking
back at some of South Africa’s famous
circuits and the races and racers who took
part. This month we look at Pietermaritzburg
and its two tracks, ALEXANDRA PARK
and ROY HESKETH
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Hesketh to race again

Historic race track in Pietermaritzburg gears up to host its first proper car race in years

Formula 5000 racer Billy
Scheepers at the circult on February 15
For six seasons, Formuila 5 000 wus.

Like Formula 5 000, the Hesketh cir-
“uit has been in terminal decline since
its ghory days, having hosted its last offi-
cial race in 1981 The track has now been
( restored and can be rented for consider-
ably less money than circuits in Gau-

teng. them limited to 100 decibels.
Le Roux told Wheels only 45 cars He expected may private owners in

would be allowed to compete, all of  private cars to jump at the chance to

compete in this rare opportunity to race
legendary circuit

around the
He said the focus was on prviding
family fun on the first Ssturday of every

children behind the club house with a
furnping castle, carousel swings, water

the entry fee for mcers on a first-come,
first-served basis is R400 per car, with
'hnm;;driumkloomdp&

senger RSO,
All oceupants in cars that will be e

ganiser will have the final decision in
which class the car falls into on the day.
The rules further state *1 understand
the decibel limit is 100 db and will com:
ply — or go home!"

The drivers’ brkefing and categoris-
ing of cars start at 830 am and after
the various categories have had their
runs, the organisers will have a competi-
tion for the best bumn-out and donut
ut 230 pm, before the prizegiving at
330 pm.

For more information. contact Wes-
ey le Roux on 082 699 3306 o e-mail
WeAreDrivenEvents@gmail com.

cheepers cancelled

structure future family fun days at the
historic track to comply with the rules
laid down by the council and the founda-
tion.

He said following the article in \Viz-
ness Wheels, one Hayfields resider: had
called to confirm the noise wou'd be
kept down below 100 decibels, but mam
more car enthusiasts had called ' im for
details on the exhibition runs.

“There s clearly a huge desire «mone
motoring enthusiasts to ex; neoce
KZN's most historic track” he <ol
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NO FIELDS LEFT TO CONQUER AROUND THE WORLD

Really
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outclassing all the rivals and remewing the old records by big margins

Is this our Imaginary fear?
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No new mcing felds left to conquer in the world!

# middle-nged executive of Distribuidoces
a famous ex-rider, absolutely highlighted
this country. He wvoluntarily ventured to
Yamaha rider who liecume & non-starter in
the races illness. Surprising indeod, this foety
gentlemen performed best, winning the 260 ce class with « RD-58
and finishing second to snother Y rider in the 100
bath o YL -1, Morcover, in spite of his weight disadvantage,
he wan o splendid second finisher in the 50 cc class
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because of

maha ¢ el

Swinging » formidable RD-58 into the left-hander, A Ippolito
outclnssed the rest on the field inelading o Duenth works machine

GUYANA-Yamu
the 100 ce class r

2 team of four YL1I s won a tholling battle of

ing af the South Dukots Circnit, Atkinsonfield,
convincingly beating Hondn and Susuki teama by monapolising the
first four places n Pow was the winner. Also, Yamahs
had its time in the 25D oc class with Clive Holder on o TDI-B,
and in the open class with Elson Tea Pow an  Y1.<1, respectively
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AA checked & guaranteed by
VW for 12 months.

1991 Joto CSX a/con R/T Matallic Bhue R15750
1991 Skyline 2.0GL White R29995
1991 VW Fox 1.6 Polorks R29300
1991 Joto CUI 2,01 16w Exscutive Sapphire R65000
1991 Cisi Golf 1.3 Dlua/White R23995
1991 Nisson 1400 Bokkie /Conopy White ®24500
1991 Sierre 2.0 GL Blve R3IS750
1990  Citi Golf 1.6 White k28750
Facy Evvond (0 o) with Ktk Bewnguon-Soith ot v pon. The 2dlec 1990  Jetto CSX R/T a/con Red R29995
MY D ot i) Bghtenight Dniy s ahie &0 by he L 1) gt mart. 1990  Seniro 1.6 GXE Coupe Charcsal RIV750
1983  Honda Bollode 130 Chompogne R22995
1988  Awdi S00SE Manual White Low Milage RAPPS
1987  Microbus 2.1i A/con R/T RIGP95

Midlands

Mastercars
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39 COMMERCIAL ROAD TEL: 454304 PMB
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@Margaret Tyrer ﬁo

attractive yollnf
maritzburg rally driver
(above), made her mark in

another field of motor sport
vesterday when she won
the women’s stock car race
at the Roy Hesketh Bowl. helow

Presenting her with her was mo
prize is John Truter, one Te




MIKE WINS DICKIE DALE

TROPHY AT ROY

IKE “The Bike” Hallwood shattered all records whea

and sgain and finally left it
-ulm;:nic liul;“mu
(30.3 mph) whicl des being
42 secw under Redman's eof-

i performance was

iing that the crowd could

aly describe it in one word
“Hailwood !

R AW OOD 5T

HESKETH

Repore: Robert Young
Photos: Malcolm Kinsey

thrash went on until the ol
incident thinned out the field
and 5o Fred van Nickerk won
ewsily from Rob Panter.

A tribute to Jock Leyden

famous Scottish poem, Alison
Rutherford’s The Flowers of the
Forest, contains the following lines:

I've seen the Forest adorned the foremost
With flowers of the fairest — most pleasant
and gay

Full sweet was their blooming — their scent
the air perfuming

But now they are withered and a' wede
away.

There can be no doubt that world-famous
cartoonist Jock Leyden, who died at his
Glenwood, Durban home on 28 February
atthe age of 91, was among the fairest and
foremost flowers in the Forest, whether in
his native Scotland, where he was born at
Grang ith on 21 N ber 1908, or
his adopted South Africa.

A kindly, helpful gentieman in the true
sense of that word, he had an endearing
humility and refusal to take himself too
seriously that made one feel he considered
one a friend.

It was typical of his sense of humour that
he told a former journalistic colleague
recently, in the Scottish accent he never
lost, that “| am now in the referee’s option-
al time".

That his sense of humour frequently
served as a means of couching a far deep-
er meaning is obvious from the accompa-
nying cartoon, contained in a recent
Christmas card to his friends.

It's been said that a Scotsman's road to
fame and fortune lies south. To say that
Jock (christened John Michael) has
become as much a South African motor
sport legend since his arrival here in 1926
as those drivers and riders he immortalised
is perhaps stating the obvious. His car-
toons have enhanced publications both
here and overseas since the 1920s.

Such is the enduring appeal of art that
I'm sure they will continue to do so, hope-
fully to the delight of those of less mature
years because they capture an integral part
of South African, and international, motor
sport history in a unique way.

Jock, of course, did not confine his pen
to depicting motor sport, although that
remained his first love. His political car-
toons, including the pipe-smoking Wilbur,
graced Durban newspapers for 58 years
until his retirement from the staff of the
Daily News in 1997 and he immortalised

theatre celebrities and achievers in many
different sports.

In doing so, Jock gamered many hon-
ours. World famous for his motor sport car-
toons in the 1930s, he earned world
acclaim during World War 2 when his
superb wartime cartoons toured with a
Commonwealth Cartoonists Exhibition
throughout the Allied countries.

His work hangs in Buckingham Palace
and the White House among others, Time

magazine named him one of the top six
cartoonists of the 20th century and his
work has been exhibited at cartoon festi-
vals in Scotland, Wales, Canada, Italy,
Germany, Belgium and Yugoslavia, and a
retrospective exhibition of his work was
held at Callander in Scotland in 1997, A
devout Catholic, Jock was awarded the
Papal Cross in 1986.

Honours also came his way in South
Africa. In 1977 the Pietermaritzburg Turf
Club held a special meeting at the

Three legends ... Jock Leyden at the Roy
Hesketh circuit in 1978 with world motor-
cycle champions Kork Ballington (left) and
Jim Redman (right). Picture: Ken MacLeod

course to mark his 50 years as
a cartoonist, the main feature race being
the Jock Leyden Jubilee Handicap, and in
1989 the Durban City Council bestowed
civic honours on him,

Jock Leyden may have "wede away”, but
that surely Is only in a physical sense. To
borrow a phrase from Scottish clergyman
Lord George MaclLeod of Fuinary, such a
man “can't really be dead”.

Jock's wife, Annabel, died in April 1996.
We extend condolences to daughters
Lucille, Marilyn and Rosemary, son Murray

and their families.

Ken MacLeod
Many thanks to Hector Pollard for his help
in compiling this obituary. A more detailed
sketch of Jock Leyden appeared in Classic
Car Africa, volume 3 no 3.
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Fred’s great ambition

L ﬂ’&l
® Pletermaritzhurg’s great “In mext year's Natal saloon
cur championship will he Fred Cowell with a Mustang, This
former FIA Group Five car, developing about 420 bhp, is
bhelng modified te the new Group Two, which will reduce
the power to around 365 bhp, writes Accelerate.

But Fred's greatest ambition at the moment Is to beat
the “Boss" Mustang to be driven by Australlan Frank Gard.
ner in the present Springhok Series. He will also have the
South Afriean Capri Perana to contend with and helleves
that his beavier Mustang with its exeellent braking system
might prove superior on the tricky Roy Hesketh
out a( practice over Roy Hesketh
¢ showed the potential of the

power, it might prove supreme nest year.
4 the car), with mechanics Nobby Clurk
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lose on his heels.

is stubby 500 c.c. o.h.c. Norton-engined car, swings a little wide as he enters “The Link” with Brian Sapsford

Settlers’ Day races -

NATAL motor racimg stable witl the
unmmumr name of *'Ecurie

roach™ the boards in the second
annual Settlers” Day Car Handicap race at
the Roy K circuit, F

Mmday. 2

The fear represented per-

formance achieved bythemblcmluux-
year career, as well as qu

nll. Nead of the stable, his first major mmu
in his ghnmmg h!ue 1290 c.c, Peugeot,
which it took him £Ars o construct,
and which he Inuodm: IO motor racing
for the first time at the Easter motor races

here 3
Oo:; | wan the race followed by Owen
Pl\uunl (1, nla’:-f .c. Ford) and Ron e,

nhixuah!e cnuqnman.s—-mdlhoﬁnt

he sole members
of “Ecurie Gockroach™, pvm;lhem:mc-
cess which must rank s unique in South
African motor sport. Unlike other racin
stables, they have no one of car
they use, t'omodc is samller and
powerful than those of Cockerell and
Wright, but has brought him a number of
successes (o date.  And it was not 30 very
lnng ago that the two Peugeot drivers were

to ride
= but finished unplaced.

‘ﬂ-vlm-rdﬂn&onlm‘ Day Handi
mpnnlnn. Ron Wright, who finished

Dlmis Cod(mll. mm his stable
dent took place at Quarry

having d

being sent off as limit men in local
driving Austin and Ford models,
Theutdﬂforthnmﬂemwudtmnot
Test entirely with the three drivers.  After
the race Cockerell said: “"We could never
have done 5o well without an efficient crew
iamzpis.“ work was done behind

scenes.”

In the race Pheasant was sent off as limit
man with a start of 2 mins. 20 secs. on the
second man away, A. W. McLeod (1,250
c.c. M(’L) l')rlvlng most impressively,
;:er;ehﬂuchu

the limi
l.250 c.c. M.G.) and
c.c. B.R.M. Norton)

Anbou;h of the picture far most of
m:mdme lim(l men l;-d- dut;e!,
wi manlgln'lo n.-epn a
kwnz:'nkonlyturh

),
engine mhle, which had hodzered Tam i m
a practice run, forced him out of the race,
Afier one-third of the 46 lape had been
comple t was still ing from
Mcleod and Blignaut; Van der Vyver,

hldt:lmn;oodl.'nmludmd:?:::
vate duel.

immacylately, and gaining on Pheasant
uullmuulud—-tﬁurmafﬁvnmd;

six laps to go, Cockerell
..m.' P Tosken ke selimquithivg. & "....,,.{"‘
zel 3
he made his eventual chlllu:e‘ trick-
est bend an the circult, “The Link™, pullin'
y alongside Pheasant as they entered the
ficult g u:cnl. zway

as they on Beacon
Bunhbdmekmw lhaduuhlhhed
lun-dhnthudplwa, ahead of the next
man, Briun Sapsford (1,250 c.c. M.G.), who
blew up on the hame straight later, allow-
ing Ronnie McDowell in the same miodel of
mweomeupwmllhcm&mrplm
Oozh;zl.l he Innmg

1 pou a
time of 72 mins.  His judgment lud
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ONDAY, JANUARY 28, 1963,

STOCK CAR RACES ON
MUD-BOUND TRACK

By “Aceelerate” :

HE rain did its utmost to spoil yesterday afternoon’s stock car racing at the Roy Hesketh
Circuit, Pietermaritzburg, but a hand of 28 drivers provided the 35,000 crowd with an

mud-bound track.

‘Not one car turned over dur-
ing the day, to the disappoint-
ment of the crowd, but the
demonstration of skidding by
every car down the back straight

lack of “blood”.

Many drivers showed up dur-
ing the day, with Bob Mursh
winning the “Plough In” — the
final race to a finish over 16
laps. He also won another event.
Luke Potgieter, in the Mayor's
Walk Service Station Special,
also went well, scoring a brace.

Barry Coyne was imnressive.
as well as Les Bromfield, whose

o1 N

Three going up the hill. Some of the action
Hour Endurance Race at
I'he big Dodge of Wilson and Lamb pulls over to
Clapham Lawson Volvo and the Ford/Comy '
up the Sweep. (S

on their way

afternoon’s enjoyment and excitement.

more than compensated for the]

Minneapolis-style cornering into] have

fancy. Bernie Brandsma drove
determinedly to get his share
of honours, as did Tony Claas-
sens, Malcom Wood and John
Truter.

The Maritzburg Motorcycle and
Club's hillelimb at Cope’s Folly
attracted 16 entries and the sec-
tion winners on scratch - (with
times) were: Cars, G. Monzali

(Mini-Cooper)  38.9sec.; solos,
Martin Watson (250cc ohv BSA)
35.6sec.; sidecars, C. Stone

(JAP) 39.3sec.

MEMORIAL RACFS

A veil of secrecy appears to
descended upon the

the back straight won the public! organisers of the Dickie Dale!

Roy Hesketh

Although there was none of the classic “ tip-and-
mrn™ of stock car racing, there was a full share of not-so-refined rock-and-roll over the

Memorial uational motor races
on the Roy Hesketh Cireuit on
Saturday, Fehruary 9.

Although entries closed at noon
on Saturday, no statement could
be obtained Ilast mnight upon
whom was going to compete. It
was stated that “only the chair-
man may issue statements o the
Press and he is not available™.

The chairman, David Lowe,
has been in Durban for several
days taking part in the Natal
golf championships. /

It is understood, however,
from the public address at yes-
terday’s stock car meeting, that
the response of both riders and
drivers has been excellent.

during the
o,
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HESKETH NATIONAL

BY SIMON FOURIE

PHOTOS: KEITH EDWARDS

The National at Pietermaritzburg’:
Roy Hesketh circuit was its usual
axciting self, with dices and dramas in
all the races. And, being Natal, the
organisers know what the spectators
really want and there were FIVE bike
races in a programme of nine races,
including the funny atlantics.

Breakfast Run fever has hit Natal too
and it was goad to see no less than 33
entries for the Grand Prix. These were
normal everyday riders on their everyday
transport and they had a scratch race and
a handicep race. There was also a
separate race for 125's, andadingdong it
was too, a Superbike race and a 250/ For-
mula One race.

1256cc

The 125 race had the crowd on their
feet {actually, most spectators stood all

the time anyway, but it's a good expres-
sion) with the dice between Steve
Thompson and Pierre Muzerie up front,

On the first lap Pierre Muzerie led from
Steve Thompson, Darryl Sutherland and
Chris Reeve. Thompson closed up and
slipped past to lead down the main
straight, but Muzerie outbraked him at
the end, They were aimost side by side
along the Maritzburg Straight, with
Muzerie just making it into BP to lead
through the windy Beacon and Sweep,
but Thompson closed up through Angels
1o lead down the straight again. Tha twe
thus passed and repassed each other
until Thompson got a clear few metres
lead to enable him to keéep Muzerie
behind him at the end.

Chris Reave hung on wellin third piace,
never letting the leaders get too far away.
He has been back in racing for a year now
after a broken leg layoff. Behind him

Stave Thompson closes up on Pierre
Muzerie through the Sweep and Angels
in the 125 race. Their dice was one of the
best of the day.

came a hard-riding pair of Billy
and Neville Louw who shunte
antedeluvian Villa around rapidly
with Scott’s Yamaha. Scott beat
the end. Then came Darryl Suth
from Rob Cuthbertson, John Rob
and Mike Walker.

BREAKFAST GP

The Breakfast Run Grand Prix v
exciting affair, with a large line
bikes ranging from a 380 Suzuki
1100 Yamaha.

Nicky Murray (Kawasaki 1000)
the beginning, but motocrosser B
Borain (not the usual roadracer) |
him up Beacon Hill to lead to the
his Mike the Bike Honda 750.
Spies of Johannesburg rode hi
quick 750 Suzuki triple with {
expansion boxes and all to finisk
but not as an official breakfast ru

There was a tremendous dice fc
between Mike Wickerson (Ka
1000} and John Girzda (750 Hond:
the two never more than a bike
apart. Wickerson led on the first |
Girzda got past on the second onl
zapped on the last lap again.

Behind them there was an al
scrap between Alan Malan (
1000), Clive Hiscock {Kawasaki
Gary Yallup (Hondz 750) and Dave
(Kawasaki 650). They were in
other's slipstr<ams on the last

Judy Bowland, the only lady compe
the Brea*fast Run Grand Prix, ste
Yamaha 400 to second place in Ul
class.
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Basil van Rooyen and Tony Classens well ahead of the ﬁeld
on the first lap.



IT WAS school friend Mike Moore who
inspired Alastair David Roberts to race
motorcycles. Mike became S.A. 500 c.c.
champion, and loaned his bikes to Alas-
tair to ride. But first, when 50 c.c. racing
was introduced, he raced his own Itom
at King's Park cycle track, Hesketh and in
hill climbs.

< On Mike’s 350 Gold Star.B.S.A. he
rode in the 1957 Parkhill 120", he got
a 4th at Hesketh, and also competed in
the P.E. “120.” Then he switched to cars
and got a few class wins driving a 750 c.c.
DKW Junior during 1961-62.

Three victories in footup trials won him
the ceveted Maxwell Bow! for 1965, then he had
a bash at scrambles, first unsuccessfully on a
rigid-framed Matchless, and then on a 200 James,
with which he won the 1962.f3 Natal champion-
ships. He was runncr-up in the National 230 In
1962 and in the National 500 on a Matchless in
1963. For '64 he was Montesa mounted, to collect
the 250 Natal title again.
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Love wins at Roy Hesketh

By ROGER HOUGHTON

new Brabham-Repco V8 Formula
One car, won the 108-mile Natal
winter race at the Roy Hesketh circuit,
Pictermaritzburg, on 9th July. The car
Love has bought is the one used by Jack
Brabham last year and in the South African
Grand Prix earlier this year; the car was
also used in practice for the Monaco
Grand Prix, but was didelined with a
broken connecting rod. Another engine (not
one of the latest centre-exhaust types) was
fitted before Love took delivery.
Although Love seems well on his way
to retaining the South African Drivers’

RHODBSIAN John Love, driving his

Championship for the fourth successive
year, he did not win without a terrific
tussle at Roy Hesketh. Love" i

ve's
—which produced one of the most excit-
ing single-seater races seen at the circuit—

was in the form of Dave Charlton and the
Scuderia Scribante Brabham-Repco V8.
Love and Charlton lapped the twisty 1.8-
mile circuit in exceptionally close com| nz
for 53 of the 60 laps and a thrillin; é:i-l
was expected, until they tried to go through
BP Bend side by side, with Love on the
inside; the result was that the cars touched.
Both were able to continue, but Charlton
pulled into the F'm at the end of the lap
and retired while Love carried on for a
ortable win at an average of 89.4 mph.
But the duel provided pl of excitement
for the cngrwd' o‘f_lnbou_t l_.900, a record

en took an unchallenged win - once.
e problems. Love ended a fighting se
Tinnta oot third, Paddy Driver drova o faiirth in his i

of Rhodesia, in his 2.7 LDS-Climax, a la

ind Love, and Charlton was third wi
53 laps to his credit, Fourth spot was filled
by Jackie Pretorius (2.7 Lotus Climax-21)
and fifth went to John McNicol (1.6 Lotus-
Ford). The only other competitor classified
as a finisher was Rauten Hartman (1.6
Netuar).

Unfortunately South Africa’s third Brab-
ham-Repco V8 was still being rebuilt after
a crash at Easter and was a non-starter.
This car, belonging to Luki Botha, will in
future be entered under the Peco banner
together with John Love's.

The National Championship saloon car
and sports and GT car races were each
run on aggregate time over two heats, Both
events ended in victories for the defending
National Champions: Bob Olthoff (4.7 Mc-
Laren-Ford) took tthe honours in the sports
car mace, with il van Rooyen (Ford
Mustang) once again showing his superior-
':ty in the saloon car event. Olthoff was

Z
&

for a_Natij P at
Roy Hesketh. On his way to victory Love
mh: new lap record at 1 m 106 s (91.8
mph).

There were only six finishers from 10
starters. Second place went to Sam Tingle,

llowed in the sports car event by Doug
Serrurier (4,7 Lola-Ford) and Koos Swane-
poel (1.7 Elva-Porsche). Second among the
saloon cars was Scamr Porter’s Renault
R8 Gordini and third place went to Bernie
Podmore (Lotus Cortina).
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NATAL NEWS

SOUTH AFRICA
by N. G. Culverwell

In 1966, it was decided by the RAC, and, on their demise in this
country, upheld by the AA of South Africa, to introduce a new class,
namely “Prototype"” class.

The specifications were dimensionwise to conform to previous
practise, but a maximum capacity of 300cc. was laid down.

The vast success and popularity of Yamaha, Suzuki, Bridgestone,
etc, in the 250 -nd 300ce, motoreycle world, in this country, made

ilable at , very potent two-stroke twins with,
ufcom'c,ﬁwnndlixspeedpubom B.H.P. figures ranged
from 28 to 45 and tuning was not really gone into, as power/weight
ratio was pretty frightening anyway.

These machines have shown absolute reliability in use, and have
excelled in long distance events,

The first 250cc, Yamaha kart was evolved in 1965 and soundly
trounced all comers. Subsequently a small tuning shop in Durban
began making “Sidewinders™ with the now almost universal side
engine mount with upswept exhausts.

The latest variation ofthis theme is in lhe *Culverite™ Sidewinder,
designed and prod bynmall i eomemThndmn
as can be seen in the bodics all-
round suspension, multitube frame nnd 4 wheel brakes.

Al a recent club ing, held at Pi itzburg, in the Natal
midlands, about twelve “Prototype™ class karts took f part in a very
mixed programme, including saloon, sports and G.T., and motor-
cycle events. The crowd and competitors were amized and im-
pressed by the high lap speeds attained on this Roy Hesketh Circuit,
of approximately 2 mile length. Highest attained speeds were in the
110-115 mph region. This circuit will, in May, be the scene of our
yearly “2 HOUR ENDURO" which is a favourite meeting for
karters, who travel up to 1000 miles to compete.

Port Shipstone, on the Natal South Coast, is another highlight
of the karting year, where every July the “S0 mile Round the
Houses"™ meeting is held. The town declares a closed day and racing
takes place in the extremely tricky and fast circuit composed of the
main streets of the town. This, in most karters eyes, is the premier
event of the year and draws a very large entry.

Front suspension on the Culverite Sidewinders.
The clutch lever is on the gear lever

Culverite Sidewinder with 41 Rhp at 9000 rpm 297 cc
Yamaha twin

;:'

Rear suspension on the Culverite Incorporates damper wunits,
transverse panhard rod and four locating arms adjustable for
chain tension

Some of the karts in the paddock at the Roy Hesketh circuit
at Pielemarix:bw_g
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Looking like monsteu ﬁ'om outer space, stuk cars splanh round the mnddy ck at yesterday’s meeting at Roy Hesketh.

. Stock cars —
V‘m mudbath
1t Hesketh

EVEN rolls and one
‘was the tally for the ll‘lrlb
burg Motoreyele and Car
Club stock car event at the
Roy Hesketh dust-how] yes:
terday. .
While the cars were spee-

Yamahl, took the wb for
, acrobatics,

He went over the handle

ack.
continued to ridu in the re.
maining even

Forty cars turnqd out for
‘ the 2T-event
s B

vers
‘their vehicles

ery, the drivers
prvoeeded to thrill the

FOR.MER sports car champion Kieth Berrington-Smith was |
:vell and truly initiated into the world of stock ears yes« |

,  After a parhcularly duny encounter with three
other cars, he ‘
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FIRE BURSTS out@f C.
Owen’s car in the middle

Make Him Crash znznms

guished by track-side mar-

— It's All Good Clean Fun ®=-~"%

ABOVE: Colin Clarke rams into Barry Todd during the Umgeni

Dash for Formula Two stock ears. Both cars continued hut the

dust was soon turned to mud after a heayy downpour, BELOW:

This is the view the starter has when he is perched in the pace
car with big stock cars jostling for position behind him.




"TOWER WRECKED | /765

BOVE: Much damage way
used to the com#twcr‘ t
Roy Hesketh Circuit yester-
¥ aftersoon durine the
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IrESKETH

I “The limit man, A. Shelton Bowyer
\(A.H.B. Special) went away to the
 of the crowd and was followed
Alt intervals by other drivers,

Wilh s q_uu’ur of the race com-
pleted, Noswor

m>. wbo left ahead
,.{(anu). the scratch man,

g in the vicinity of
,.which meant 120

f SOME THRILLS

S.A.' Press Association.

P IFTEEN THOUSAND speclnlors and hundreds of
A" motor-cars lined the 2.8-mile course on Snell Parade
i to-tlay, when the Fairfield Handicap, the first motor-
|ear race held in Durban, was run this afternoon.

PROVIDES

DURBAN, Saturday.

miles an hour down thc two stralghts
of the course,

At 15 laps the order was: Nos-
worthy, Hall, Bruin (Hillman),
McNamee (Sin er), ‘Beall (Austin),
Beattie (Ausung and Hesketh, only
16 cars then being left in u\e race.

With the race half over, it was

the lead fror
when he pu
petrol but re

In the clo
Hesketh rec
settled down
hour,

With one !
was a lap |
nounced thal
of petrol,

Hall. who
field, duly ca
a most consl
lowed by All
third place,
tion.

Result:
Don Hall (¢

1hr, 55min
F. Allan (

38min. 45
R. Hesketh

35min. 28s

Others to
chik (Plymo
andu W. G

~.CAR
TA
WHY RO

announced that Miller (Plymouth)
had crashed but was unhurt, and
that Ross' Bugatti had caught fire.
Frost (Terraplane) was reporled as
havin lﬁ turned over but to be unhurt.

12 laps to go, Helkoth took

e e e @ e o—

DI}

Roy Hesk
as coming
Handicap o
will be disq
he took, pe
yoad after .

n

S.A. Press



patched up, and then raced
through 1o sixth overall and first
250 in the TT. Or like Durban’s
Jon Ekerold, who reced on In
spite of a brokan toe, wrist and

Ballington who just about
dostecoyed his new R1 500

the public address: “Will
someone pleaso tell that




Sam Tingle (Brabl;am BT24), Basil van Rooyen (Brabham BT24)

2968 C ion 100, Roy F Love’s Lotus 49 won on aggregate L rt at the
fom Jackie Pretorlus" Lola T140 and Bob Olthoff’s McLaren M3A-Ford. aad é::tl:‘:lvazés:ttu;:yg z'l::::tehs?SSg
(Photo: John Duncan) i :

CARRYING ON
WITH TRADITION

Kyalami Circuit in his 2
litre Ford Sierra.

Right: The Hesketh
Days. Pat Duckham
Wheels his Dart into the
pit area at Roy Hesketh,
during the 1974 Easter
Races.




Traffic on Beacon Hill. Chris Curry’s
U-2/M-3 heads the Mini-Cooper of
Ciyde Alborough, Don Bartlett’s Cor-
tina, Brian Rodgers (Imp), the 1100 MG

of John Falconer and Graeme Kirk
(DKW,
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THE “biff and bashem” brlgade
of stock carrists return w!th

‘bang to the

'on Sunday afternoon, an
40 ot;.sﬂneso;w,aetpg
em es zu'e

i There ai'e. 97 events at ﬁle
,{ in{aeeting&lgrgmgsed by the Mbg
‘the usual Umgeni Dash aml;

Lal. Uthie
Dusi sprint senes. ¥

.__The highly successful Bram
‘hill Equipe (Chris '
,ruling Valvolineq. cl
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Before the start.
feam-mates John Love and Tony Jefferies, Coronation 100, Roy Hesketh,
Pletermaritzburg, 11 April 1966. Love (Cooper T79) won the two-heat
svent on aggregate from Dave Charlton (Brabham BT11-Climax), Sam
fingle (LDS 3-Alfa), Jefferies (Cooper T55), and Rauten Hartman (Netuar-
Peugeot). (Photo: John Duncan)



Roy Hesketh falls silent

17 Jun 2010

Sanelisiwe Shamase

THE Roy Hesketh
race trackin
Hayfields has hita
dead end.

This follows the
Msunduzi
Municipality’s
decision to buy
back the property
it initially sold to
the Roy Hesketh
Motor Racing
Foundation after it
was found to be in
breach of contract.

Initially rented out
to the foundation in January 2004, it was sold to it in June 2005 for R3 250 ooo0.
Certain development conditions were attached to the sale.

Council lawyer Johan van der Merwe said: “In essence, the contract says that if
improvements have not been done within a certain time period, we have the right to
request purchase and retransfer the land to us at the purchase price.”

He said there have been numerous complaints about the noise coming from racing
cars.

“All that the purchaser was doing was using the land for motor racing, which is not
allowed in the agreement,” Van der Merwe said.

According to the signed agreement, the purchaser was supposed to fulfil the
following:

- Restore the historic race track;
- Construct a total of 89 residential units;

- Have a motor club complex that would house an exhibition centre, museum and a
conference facility;

- Establish passive recreational facilities that would be open to the public;

- Allow the use of the circuit for six annual classic car events, driver and cycle
training programmes as well as the launching of motor products; and

- The money generated by the foundation was expected to boost the city’s economy,
attract tourists and provide about 110 permanent job opportunities.

Of all the proposed items listed, only the first was met, which put the foundation in
breach of contract.

Ward councillor Sandy Lyne said she was aware of all the problems associated with
the misuse of the land and that the municipality had actually sold it at a vastly
reduced rate.

The land is now worth at least 10 times the amount it was first sold for, she added.

“We can re-acquire it and sell it at a significant profit. It would have been a fantastic
development, but it was only used as a race track which created a real nuisance,”
Lyne said.

Msunduzi Mayor Mike Tarr said the municipality’s decision “may result in litigation”,
but its decision stands.

Hesketh bike event halted
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