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President’s Message

On behalf of Joanne and myself we are wishing everyone a Happy New Year and the best one possible, considering the circumstances everyone must follow.   We want everyone to be safe and we are trying our best to keep our doors open. 

The unfortunate part is that we had to cancel the New Years’ Eve Celebrations along with Levee Day which we all look forward to sharing. We are only hoping for better things in the New Year. 

The Legion and Executive thank you for your support thru this turmoil, but we promise we will be there for you as much as we can. 

We will keep you posted on any up-and-coming events and we are only hoping for better. 

All the best and stay safe. 

Padre’s Prattle

Father Bill White – Chaplain, Branch 501
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Omicron is not much fun as I write this.  Can we see our families or not?  Can we go out for the evening?  Sure. So long as we’re six feet apart and outdoors wearing masks, it seems.  Probably have to wear hockey helmets and shin pads too!

Alpha, Delta, Omicron and so on.  I had to learn the Greek alphabet in the seminary (I’m not sure why) but I admit I forgot it a long time ago.  I’m sure there were other letters in there somewhere, but I hope I don’t have to review them either.  In fact, I always thought “Omicron” was some kind of Swiss watch!

Joking aside, this is a rough time.  A lot of us are scared.  A lot of folks who are don’t seem to care should be scared. Some people still wear masks under their noses, or even chins. It isn’t a hammock for your chin, folks; it goes over your mouth and nose and keep it on or it won’t do any good.  Now I’m hearing that we should lay our pretty cloth masks aside and wear N95s.  

Sigh!  It seems that as science learns more and passes along information, the instructions change every day.  That’s not because science was wrong.  It’s because scientists learned something new.  They give us the best advice they can based on what they know at the time.

And who knows everything?  Well… God.  So we should be praying to almighty God for relief from this plague.  We should be praying for patience to change as scientists tell us what they’ve learned today.  We should be praying for those who are sick and for their families, and for the families who have lost loved ones.  God, help us to deal with this as you would have us do, and thanks for scientists, doctors, and nurses, and all staff who care for the sick and dying.


And I almost forgot: Happy New Year!






Bill(
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It’s membership 
renewal time!
Renewals can be done at the Branch or online.  If you wish to renew online please click this link.  

We have your Membership sticker for 2022 at the bar, on your next visit to the Legion see the Bartender and get your sticker. 

We would like everyone to provide us with your updated home and email address so we can continue to keep our records up to date, and keep your posted on the happenings at the Legion. See you soon.
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Congratulations!
The Lambeth Ladies Auxiliary is pleased to announce that member 
Alice Grannen has received her 55 year pin. 
Alice served the Lambeth Ladies Auxiliary since Oct 4th, 1966, and has held executive positions from 1977 till 1999.

Alice became a life member on March 20, 2002.

Big Bandemic Concert A Success!
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On December 13th the Big Band held a free Christmas concert upstairs at the Legion.  It was a success as we had standing room only!  Thanks to everyone for coming out and supporting the band.  
Photos by Diane Lawrence

Ted Foster fund Update

Photos by Diane Lawrence

All the local Legions donate to the Ted Foster fund. The money collected in this fund is used to purchase gifts requested by the Vets at Parkwood. Every year Joanne Shields with a couple of helper elves go out and buy all of the gifts requested and also pick up donations from some local businesses. A few Legionnaires pack all of the gift bags and then deliver them. 
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On the morning of December 15th 115 Christmas gift bags were delivered to Parkwood Hospital by Tom & Joanne Shields, Randy Matthews, Steve Burton, and Diane Lawrence.  We even had some help from Tom and Joanne's dog Logan for loading.

Just one more way the Legion remembers our Veterans all year long!
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Catch The Ace

The Lambeth Lions, Lambeth Rotary and Lambeth Legion are having a weekly Catch The Ace Draw.  The Legion has sold 2 winning tickets already! 

You can purchase yours online by clicking this link or in person at the Branch.  Good luck!
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VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER                                                     GEORGE MACEACHERN

The Royal Canadian Legion provides financial assistance to serving and former Canadian Armed Forces members, RCMP, and their families who are in financial distress. Grants are available for food, heating, clothing, prescription medication, medical appliances and equipment, essential home repairs and emergency shelter or assistance. Smaller comforts can also be provided to Veterans and surviving spouses who are hospitalized.  Assistance to a Veteran cannot be provided over an extended period but can be offered more than once.
Any Veteran or Veteran’s dependent in need of assistance is eligible to apply for financial aid from the Poppy Trust Fund, including:
-Any person who is serving or who has honourably served in the Canadian Armed Forces or the RCMP, as well as their dependents

-Merchant Navy personnel who have been awarded campaign stars or decorations, as well as their dependents

-Ex-service personnel of Commonwealth countries and their dependents who reside in Canada

-Ex-service personnel of allied countries and their dependents who reside in Canada

Application requirements

The application process includes:

-The completion of the Benevolent Fund Application

-Undergoing a financial means review

-Provide income as well as justification for claimed monthly expenses that are unusual or higher than average, if requested

-Additional information may be required, such as: specialized medical reports; supplier estimates, other possible sources of funding, etc.
To speak with us about financial assistance, please contact your local Legion Branch Veterans Service Officer, or speak to a Command Service Officer.

Local Lions Clubs Donate to the Poppy Fund

By Diane Lawrence
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You know those red lawn poppies that popped up all around London in November? Well it was an initiative of the Lambeth Lions Club and then other area Lions Clubs joined in. They had over 22,500 of these poppies made and they sold out with requests for more. 
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They were to be distributed locally but I heard that some were sold in BC and Nova Scotia. Yes you read that right! From coast to coast of Canada! I have a couple of military/veteran friends in England and Australia and I personally sent 20 of the poppies between the 2 countries. So this turned into a far reaching event as well!
On December 15th I was privileged to be the photographer for the cheque presentations from the London and Area Lions Clubs to the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Fund. The $42,400 was split equally with Byron, Victory, Lambeth and Vimy Branches. The $100,500.67 was donated to the London and Area Legion Poppy Fund. 
What an amazing effort put forth by everyone involved to support our veterans and their families. It is truly humbling to see what individuals within their community organizations can accomplish together!
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Well done everyone!
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THIRD VICE PRESIDENT
GEORGE MACEACHERN

The Royal Canadian Legion is supporting efforts to award a Canadian soldier the Canadian Victoria Cross. It is the country’s highest honour for bravery, valour, self-sacrifice and devotion to duty when in the presence of an enemy.
Private Jess Larochelle served in Afghanistan and performed selfless acts to save others during an attack by enemy forces in 2006. Media reports describe a badly wounded and bleeding soldier who returned to his post to prevent further casualties as enemy fighters gained ground. While severely injured he fired multiple M72 rockets, resulting in the enemy’s retreat and saving the rest of his section. Two members had already died.  “There is no doubt that Private Larochelle went above and beyond in excruciating circumstances to save his Comrades and serve our nation,” says Bruce Julian, Dominion President. “We ask that our military leaders review Private Larochelle’s actions with a view to honouring him with this award.”
The Legion joins a chorus of others requesting Pte. Larochelle be recognized for his extraordinary service with the Canadian Victoria Cross. He was previously awarded the Star of Military Valour, which is the second highest award for bravery.
The Victoria Cross was established in 1856 and has been awarded to over 80 Canadians. The Canadian Victoria Cross was established on 1 January 1993 and has not been awarded to any soldiers to date.
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Poppy Fund
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Poppy campaign and spent sometime at our locations.  Although they were limited we persevered and raised $58,347.72. An Additional thank you to the Lions Club and their long-stemmed lawn poppies.  They shared $10,600.00 with the Branch for the Poppy Fund. A tremendous thank you goes their way. 

Remember we care for our Veterans and we cannot thank them enough for the freedom we enjoy today.

Branch 501 Lambeth Legion

Executive Committee Contact Information

	Position
	Incumbent
	Phone
	Email

	President
	Tom Shields
	519-652-2319
	livetommy.s@rogers.com

	1st Vice President
	Joanne Shields
	519-652-2319
	joanne.shields@rogers.com

	2nd Vice President
	Sheila Galbraith
	519-686-8927
	sheila.galbraith@sympatico.ca

	3rd Vice President
	Mac MacEachern
	519-686-1242
	lornamac@sympatico.ca

	Bar Manager/Hall Rentals
	Sandra Crawford
	519-473-0914
	 scrawford2005@gmail.com

	Cadet Liaison
	Lynne Jones
	519-631-5646
	lynne.jones43@hotmail.com

	Entertainment
	Bob McFarlane
	519-680-3289
	robertandbettymcfarlane@gmail.com

	Honours & Awards
	Bob Johnston
	519-641-6797
	bobandjudy@rogers.com

	Ladies Auxiliary Liaison
	Jim Arnold
	519-434-9554
	jarnold529@yahoo.ca

	Lotteries
	Marjorie Barber
	519-439-8621
	marjorie.barber@gmail.com

	Membership
	Sheila Galbraith
	519-686-8927
	sheila.galbraith@sympatico.ca

	Newsletter
	Diane Lawrence
	519-686-2690
	im-a-leafs-fan@hotmail.com

	Outside Maintenance
	
	
	

	Padre
	Bill White
	519-657-7637
	fr.bill@sympatico.ca

	Past President
	Joanne Shields
	519-652-2319
	joanne.shields@rogers.com

	Poppy Fund
	Joanne Shields
	519-652-2319
	joanne.shields@rogers.com

	Public Relations
	Marjorie Barber
	519-439-8621
	marjorie.barber@gmail.com

	Resolutions
	Joanne Shields
	519-652-2319
	joanne.shields@rogers.com

	Secretary
	Helen Tomlinson
	519-671-3953
	helent047@gmail.com

	Sgt At Arms
	Diane Lawrence
	519-686-2690
	im-a-leafs-fan@hotmail.com

	Sick & Visiting
	Sharron Guyette
	519-601-4176
	merryfransis@hotmail.com

	Sports
	Chris Wright
	519-652-5387
	c.wright01@rogers.com

	Treasurer
	Maggie Nanni
	226-236-3883
	guiderjo@gmail.com

	Veteran’s Service Officer
	Mac MacEachern
	519-686-1242
	lornamac@sympatico.ca

	Ways & Means
	Randy Matthews
	519-652-3324
	matthews123@rogers.com

	Web Page
	Randy Matthews
	519-652-3324
	matthews123@rogers.com

	Member Assistant
	Evelyn Gardiner
	519-474-0941
	evelynjaneg@gmail.com
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BIG BANDEMIC CONCERT
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13™, 2021
7:30PM
LAMBETH LEGION (BRANCH 501)
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Glenn Miller Yuletide Medley
Christmas Time is Here
It's the Holiday Season

Jingle Bells
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Charlie Brown Christmas

77
7
7]
7]
7
7
7
2
7,
)
7
7
7
7
2
9
2
4
da
)

|

93
RRRRRRRABRIRRRRRRIN




   

The Legion Newsletter is published bimonthly and is a benefit of membership in the Royal Canadian Legion.  Submissions are welcome.  Please send them to 

Diane Lawrence at im-a-leafs-fan@hotmail.com 
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Lambeth Branch 501

7097 Kilbourne Road, London
519-652-3412
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New Year’s Eve
and Levee Day
cancelled

Facebook - branchSD lambethiegion-ca
» Banquet Hall Rentals
« Lagies Ausilary Catering Available.
lambethbrS0 trentals@gmail.com
“Everyone Always Welcome”
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