
As we move into February, some parts of 
the country will begin to experience Spring. 
A wonderful time when things begin to 
awaken from the long winter. It’s like a new 

beginning and I am looking forward to 
being able to move about, take walks, and 

enjoy the sunshine!   

You still have time to register for both upcoming 
events. You are not going to want to miss either; they will 

offer you education, fun, and a chance to learn new things.   

ESA's 2021 Leadership Conference Feb. 25-
27. The conference is virtual this year, no travel or hotel 
expense, no need to take time off from work -- Optional 

mixer party Thursday evening, Incoming IC President's 
social event Friday evening, workshop sessions 
Saturday. Registration deadline February 5 to receive 
conference materials at home in time. Some care kits 
are also still available, register ASAP to secure one as 

quantities are ordered and limited. Register online with 
credit card or download a form and register by mail/

check, www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/Leadership    

Register for the ESA online Bingo party demo game on 
March 26th. Tracy Swanson and I will be the hosts and we 
are excited to bring you this game of fun and showing you 
how you might use this in your own state 

or chapter. Learn how to use an online Bingo card 
generator and Bingo caller program, how to create custom 
ESA cards, and ways to incorporate ESA's recruitment 
materials and links in a Bingo recruitment party of your 

own. www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/ESABingo   

ESA International Pre side nt Leann Wray  February 2021 

A Note From LeAnn 
I would like to take a minute and give a big Thank You to 
Jenni May-Dennis for taking on the role of IC Newsletter 
Editor. Jenni has made the decision to step down for now, 
as her husband, Jimmy, is continuing to recover from health 

issues. I ask all of ESA to keep Jenni and Jimmy in your 
prayers. Also, I would like to thank Bri ttany Rosenmund for 
stepping up and taking on this role for the remainder of the 
year. It is a blessing for both Jenni and I to have Brittany, 

who never hesitated to take on this responsibility. You 

ROCK!   

Until next month, stay safe, social distance, mask up and 

ROCK ESA!  

Hugs, LeAnn 

 

“Share dreams, inspire 
love, heal hearts, embrace 
spirts and nurture souls.” 

Laurel Burch  

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=81776390&msgid=1008704&act=OD6H&c=529348&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epsilonsigmaalpha.org%2FLeadership&cf=80291&v=b570c611ee83b7ff8b94300eb1826f34ac51c0618fffa635cd97cbcb30ee8d8d
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=81776390&msgid=1008704&act=OD6H&c=529348&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epsilonsigmaalpha.org%2FESABingo&cf=80291&v=94f3930edb476815c86697a223dbd8186a47b477b0168129bda39f1939bf709f


Hi to All,   
 
I am so sad about what COVID has 
taken away, but thankful for some 
of the lessons it has taught me.  I 
know it has made me pray more 
and my faith is stronger for it.  So, 
that is a blessing added to the 
many that God has given me in my 
life.  

 
I want you to all know convention planning for 2021 is in 
full swing.  Kentucky is going to be so much FUN!!!  With 
the talk of vaccines on the horizon, I pray that means lots 
of hugs.  If not, we have a plan for meeting within the 
social distance rules.  What you need to do is start 
watching our Facebook Group and Facebook Page for 
information and games.  Some games/quizzes will have 
prizes, so you want to make sure you keep your 
notifications on. Bonnie Templeton, our Jr. Webmaster or 
myself, will be keeping you up to date!   Make sure you go 
join the group and like the page. I promise you won't want 
to miss out on information or fun.  You should be able to 
click on links below to take you to page or group.      

 

 

Page: Epsilon Sigma Alpha Annual IC Convention Page  
Group: Epsilon Sigma Alpha Annual IC Convention Group  

Happy New Year Everyone!   
 
I myself am glad that 2020 is behind us with COVID-19 and the unrest and violence in not only the world but our own 
nation.  It was a year of uncertainly, intolerance and yes, fear.   But as 2021 is now upon us, we turn to renewed hope 
for a new beginning and a return to life as we once knew, yet embracing the lessons that we learned during this past 
year.   
 
As far as ESA, 2020 taught us new ways to communicate and lessons that we never would have thought of as we 
faced the worldwide pandemic.  Before this time, I had never participated in a Zoom call, much less knew what one was
-I am now actually good at maneuvering myself around the screen and the functions of the calls!  We had an 
IC Convention including a wonderful installation of our President LeAnn at her home with family and friends.  We did 
not let this pandemic drown our hopes nor our spirits.  Yes, there were things that we all missed this past year, but now 
it is time for us to move on with living the fullest keeping in mind the hurdles that we still face.  
 
Please make plans to join us for the National Leadership Conference via Zoom on February 26 th and 27th.  It is not too 

late to register!  You can register on the ESA website.  Leadership will start on Friday Evening at 
5:30 PM MTS with a fun filled night of a Family Feud game along with contests during the even-
ing.  Saturday events will have breakout rooms wi th different learning experiences for all and will 
conclude at 5:00 PM MTS.  Hope to “see” you there.   
 
Now, what about our 2021 IC Convention?  To date, we are still planning on having our Conven-
tion in person in Louisville, Kentucky July 28-31, 2021.  The hotel has a plan in place to be able to 
social distance us in the meetings as well as in any of the meal functions.  You can find the regis-
tration form as well as other information on our Convention on the ESA website.  I hope to see 
you in person there!   
 
Robin Bussey 2020-2021 1st Vice President 

Robin Bussey, 2020-2021 1st Vice President  

Denise Holdaway, 2020-2021 2nd Vice President  

The IC Board is taking the year off from Trivia, to bring you a 
Horse Race Event that is sure to bring a fun filled night of 
gaming and prizes.   You are sure to want to come and place 
your bets and join in on all the ESA fun.  We plan to have 

sponsorship levels for you or your business with 
incentives.  You will have an opportunity to name the horses 
that will be running, how cool is that?  I am thinking “Yellow 
Rose Shoe”, probably going to have work on that name.  You 

can come dressed for the Derby in all the fancy 
duds.  Whatever you choose to do, it is sure to be the event 
of the year.  Keep an eye out on the ESA Website or 
Facebook for all the details.  
 

There are so many fun things to do within walking distance of 
the hotel.   There is a list of things at the end of this article 
that you can read over and research.  We will have some fun 
and unique tours that are sure to pique your curiosity.   
 

Set your Calendar for July 28-Aug 1, 2021 and 
come to:   

 

“Talk Derby with ESA” 

Love   
Denise Holdaway 

IC 2nd Vice President 2020-2021 

https://www.facebook.com/ESA.IC.Convention/


Happy New Year Everyone!  
 
This is just a gentle reminder that your International Council Dues are now due and should be sent to my 
address.  There is a form for that in this newsletter.    

 
I will be sending year end reports out this month so please contact me or your state president if you are 
not sure.   
 

I’m really looking forward to seeing you at Leadership in February!  I hope you plan on attending this fun 
and informational event.  

 
My thoughts and prayers for all!   
Brenda Meyers 

ESA IC Treasurer 

Brenda Myers, 2020-2021 Treasurer  

Jaycee M. Peak,  2020-2021 Workshop Coordinator 

Hello! 
 
Wishing everyone a HAPPY and GREAT ESA year!  
 

#1 REMINDER:  If you have not had the opportunity to join us for the ESA Headquarters Coffee Chat, please contact 
Tracy Swanson!  We have had very interesting chats and learned new ways to meet virtually and hold fundraisers.  The 
chats are held every other Monday in the morning and early evening for approximately one hour.   Hope you will try to join 
us at our next ESA Coffee Chat!   

 
#2 REMINDER:  ESA RECRUITMENT IN ESA!  From now through May 31, 2021.  Need ideas in-person or virtually for 
membership rushing, do not forget to check out the ESA website or contact Membership Chairs, Anna Lifsey 
(lmhtb@cox.net) and Mandy Rowland (rowlgirl@yahoo.com).  
 

#3 REMINDER:  Planning continues to bring to you an AWESOME and SAFE 2021 IC Convention in Louisville, KY.  We 
are working closely with the Marriott Downtown Hotel under the COVID Regulation and Rule requirements.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:   YES, we are going to have two (2) Workshops available at the IC Convention.  There will be a 
Workshop on Wednesday, July 28th and Thursday, July 29 th.  Both Workshops will be “hands-on” presentations exercising 

social distancing for a safe environment for everyone.  More information will be forthcoming soon.   
 
Attached at the end are DIY Valentine Day ideas, I hope you will find interesting to create for your loved ones.  



Happy New Year ESA! My wish for all of us is a year of blessings.  A year where we can return to 
travel and spending time together. A year of health for all of our ESA sisters and brothers. May we 
have these blessings in 2021.  
 
I did not receive any proposed by law changes from the membership.   The bylaw committee has 
proposed the following change to be presented at the International Convention in July:  

 
Section 2.    Ballot Vote and Nominations from the Floor Voting  
 

Officers Candidates shall be elected according to a preferential electronic voting system approved by the Executive 
Board by ballot vote at the annual meeting. A ballot containing the names of the nominees shall be distributed via email 
before the date of the annual election. Nominations may be made from the floor for all offices with the exception of 
President. "Notice of Intent to Nominate" for all offices with the exception of President from the floor shall be submitted in 
writing to the First Vice President, 60 days prior to International Convention. the annual election. Candidates so nominated 
must conform to provisions of Article V. and shall have three minutes to have their qualifications presented. Nominations for 
each office shall not exceed five. Voting shall begin after the close of the First General Assembly.  
 
In 2020, the Executive Board was faced with some difficult decisions when we could not gather for our convention in Texas. 
This bylaw change will bring us into the technology age. We will still be voting with delegates.  State presidents or the 
designated representative will have access to all of the candidate information and be able to share that information  “before 
the date of the annual election”.  This change is much needed so please share this proposal with your state and regional 
members.    
 
I look forward to seeing some of you at Leadership on February 26 th.  Granted, I will be seeing you via ZOOM but it’s better 
than nothing.  I urge you to sign up for this opportunity.  The cost is minimal since it is virtual. You will get the chance to 
learn new things about our organization and yourself, meet new people and share information and experiences.  COVID has 
shown us that the unexpected can happen.  I urge you to not get Covid lazy and get involved.  Seize the Day!    
 
Celeste Webb 

IC Parliamentarian 2020-2021 

The following is from “What’s True About YOU” Life-Changing Reminders of Who God Says You Are.  By Holley 
Gerth   
 
You Have Everything You Need “The Lord is my Shepherd: I have all that I need.  Psalm 23:1   
 
God, You have promised to care for us.  We bring You the needs of our hearts, the needs of our souls, the needs of 
our relationships, the needs of our situations, and we trust that You will meet them.  You are our Provider, our 
Comforter, the One who sustains us.  Amen. 
 
There will never be a situation, conversation, or circumstance when God is not with us and working on our 
behalf.  We will never walk into a room where He isn’t already there.  We will never receive news that He hasn’t 
already heard.  We will never face a challenge He hasn’t already overcome.    
 
Nothing surprises God because He knows the past, present, and future.  He can’t be derailed, disappointed, or 
deterred.  He doesn’t become discouraged.  He doesn’t grow weary.  He doesn’t give up, give in, or let go.   
 
God has endless capacity, so He is the only One who can truly handle everything.  Nothing is too big for Him.  And 
nothing is too small.  He can do it all.  We can’t be “too much” for Him and we can’t be “not enough.”  Any 
limitation that causes us hesitation will not slow Him down.   
 
He has promised to be our help.  He has promised to be our hope.  He has promised to get us through whatever 
happens.  He has a plan for us and it’s good.  We can trust Him to complete His purposes for our lives because He 
loves us.   
 
Good is on our side.  And He is by our side.  With Him, we have everything we need for this day, tomorrow, and 
forever.     
 
Until next month, may you have a wonderful day, every day and make it the best for YOU!    
 
Jaycee Peak 
IC Workshop Coordinator 2020-2021 

Celeste Webb, 2020-2021 Parliamentarian   



Meet ESA’s new official jewelry provider!    
 

ESA Headquarters is excited to introduce Award Concepts as ESA’s new exclusive official jewelry vendor. Offering all 
the pins, charms, and chapter supplies you’re looking for; Award Concepts offers a high level of customer service 

and the ability to work with chapters to create individual chapter items including shirts and other apparel.    

The ESA page on Award Concepts is now live, click here to place your orders, and check back as they continue to add 

new ESA merchandise throughout the year: www.acgreek.com/epsilonsigmaalpha    

ESA has also updated our merchandise page on the website, click here to view other licensed vendors and pre-made 

merchandise available for purchase: www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/merchandise    

 

ESA Headquarters Update 

Madeleine Kurzynski, Association of the Arts  

Did anyone pull out some projects that you stored away and wondered if you would ever get them out again?   Well, 2020 
was certainly the time to get in those closets and under the bed to find those “almost  completed’.   
 
Quilts, needlepoints, painting and anything else craft wise.  I really hope many of did.  This way you can enter them in The 

Association of the Arts display and contest as IC this year.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share your works with all of 
us.  Like many of you I have always loved to take the time at IC and wander around and be amazed at the many talents our 
members have.  Please gather all your works and fill out the forms (they are coming out soon) and enter your masterpiec-
es.  Looking forward to seeing all you have done.   

 
 
Hugs to all of you!  
Madeleine Kurzynski   
(Maddyski18@gmail.com) 513-505-8307  

IC Association of the Arts Chair  
 

 

 

 

http://www.acgreek.com/epsilonsigmaalpha
http://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/merchandise
mailto:Maddyski18@gmail.com


Happy New Year!   

I hope this newsletter finds you all well, safe and happy in 

the year.   

Thinking back to this time last year, who knew just how 
much all our lives were about to change.  One thing that I 

believe we all had to deal with is learning to stay 
connected when the world was quarantined and so many 
were isolated in their homes.  As a mom of two small boys, 
I know how important friendships and family are to them 
and their happiness.  I know how important it was for me, 

to be able to connect with the world, outside of digital 

learning, cooking, cleaning and cooking some more.     

Who had heard of Zoom before last March?!  While 

Zoom was outside the comfort zone for so many, i t also 
served as a reliable source of 
communication, socializing and simply connecting with 
those we love.  I am sure many of you are using Zoom for 

your children to “see” their grandparents or for you to “see” 
your grandchildren.  I thought I would share 10 activities for 
children and grandparents to do together on their next 

Zoom Call:   

I enjoy sending ecards and send many weekly to  those listed in the weekly Chaplain's Report who may need prayer or en-
couragement.   
 
I appreciate all the "thank yous" and updates that come back even though some are suffering from grief and pain as 

you write .  
 
If you will allow me to have your email address, I can send cards yet keep your email private and unpublished in the News-
letter.  Please tell your state chaplain your wishes.  All cards will come from Lyndabaine@bellsouth.net.  It is not Spam and 

safe for you to open.    
 

Lynda Edwards, 

IC Chaplain 2020-2021 

Tammy Gregg, Corresponding Secretary 

Lynda Edwards, Chaplain 

1. Complete a crossword puzzle together. 

2. Read books to each other. 

3. Do some show and tell. 

4. Play I-Spy. 

5. Get goofy with Mad Libs 

6. Have a scavenger hunt. 

7. Make simple recipes together. 

8. Play with virtual backgrounds. 

9. Conduct and interview. 

10. Do a craft together. 

 

I hope you find these helpful and they add a little life to 

your next Zoom call with those you love the most!   

 

With ESA Love,  
Tammy Gregg  
2021-2022 IC Corresponding Secretary  
 

 

mailto:Lyndabaine@bellsouth.net


Hope for Hero’s projects are well underway in many of our ESA States, and I’m excited to share some of the photos that I 
have received.   As many of you were aware, November was  Hope for Hero's Month in ESA, and many of our members 
did participate in their local Wreaths Across America programs.     I’m not sure how many of you were actually able to attend 
the graveside services of placing the wreaths at the cemetery, but I’ve included photos that I did receive via e -mail and 

Facebook.    Thank you for encouraging the donations and helping to purchase wreaths to honor those veterans buried in 
our National Cemeteries.   And yet Hope for Hero’s is even bigger than just the month of November.   Our country has so 
many men and women that have made the choice to protect all of us by joining the military, all branches.    This is one of the 
most honorable decisions for someone to make and they all deserve our thanks and appreciation every day, beyond the 

month of November.   In Honor of all armed forces,   ESA has built a very robust program under the Hope for Hero's banner, 
and it’s been in place now for 20 years.  The ESA Website has been updated, so please check out the Coupon Clipping 
program, Sending Care Packages, Sending Reading Materials, and connecting through Cards and Letter writing 
programs.   Those are some of the easiest programs we have for members who may be homebound and not able to get 
out in public places.   ESA has programs that support families of the fallen and those with injuries (Folds of Honor),  we 

have programs that help the veterans that have fallen on hard times and find themselves homeless and jobless  (Welcome 
Home for Vets),  and many more projects in each and every state that we have members.      
 
Our current Hope for Hero's program has been filled to the brim with new ideas this year.   We encourage everyone to 
please take a look at the ESA International Website under Hope for Hero's and see the new information that is added 

monthly.    We have made it easier than ever to get connected to one of the three organizations this year that is being 
encouraged by our International President LeAnn Wray.   And we have included highlights from all states that have done 
some wonderful projects in their own communities that you may want to try.  There are opportunities to find an enlisted 
military member to send letters and cards to on the HFH Pages,  there are opportunities to Sponsor a Vet in the Welcome 
Home program if it doesn't exist in your community, and you can sponsor or work at a golf tournament in the Fold of Honor 

program.  https://epsilonsigmaalpha.org/HopeForHeroes   
 
There has been a lot of discussion on the Coupon Clipping programs and how the way to count them for your Philanthropic 
Points.    Please use the full face value of the coupon as a donated goods amount and count your hours and miles for 

picking up the coupons and going to the post office to be consistent across ESA.  If your state has voted on a different 
method for counting hours and donations then you need to follow that protocol.      
 
Thank you all for your recognition and place of honor that you have for the ESA Hope for Hero's Program and for all of our 
enlisted, active, and retired Veterans in the month of November and for all months of the year!     

 
In October we had a presentation by Kendra Sabol of Arizona regarding a book project that they were doing.   This 
information should now be on the ESA Hope for Hero’s page on the website.   Here is a couple of photos that support that 
project.    
 

From Kendra Sabol:     I have attached a picture of a box of books, 
hard back and soft back that I am getting ready to send.  Plus two 
letters that are put in each box depending on active military or 
veterans. I am getting ready to send this box to Fort Wainwright, 

Alaska.   Here is the request: “ need books for a huge company of 
soldiers and families in Alaska>  Setting up a free library at our 
hanger for soldiers to bring books home to their families.  Any help 
is greatly appreciated as we cope with COVID -19.  All genres are 
welcome.”   

Hope for Heroes, Julene Donnay  

www.Operationpaperback.com   

https://epsilonsigmaalpha.org/HopeForHeroes


I also wanted to mention another HOPE (I call it HOPE) for Heroes project I am doing.  I submit an article on the Medal of 
Honor recipients in the State of Arizona.  I have done a simple google research and I have a brief paragraph on each 
person and I write it up for the article.  The logo for this is the actual Medal of Honor.  I also added the history of the Medal 
of Honor for the readers initial introduction.  With each newsletter article I use the logo, one interesting fact 

(very very interesting – part of the google search) and write up several lines about our recipients.  I just submitted another 
article so this makes three and I have names to do several more articles in our monthly State Council Newsletter.     
 
Omega Nu #5382 made baked goods for the American Legion in Mattoon 

Illinois.  Attached is a picture of the Commander of the Legion, Oren 
Lockhart, and ON member Jo Grafton who chaired the project.  We have 
provided desserts for the Legion and the VFW for 10 years now. After the 
veteran’s day parade the vets go to the Legion for a free lunch. The VFW did 
not have a lunch this year due to COVID.    

 
BOMBA SOCKS -  WASHINGTON STATE PROJECT   
 
It is the ‘Bomba Socks’.  As they advertise about Bomba Socks – that for 
every pair of socks that they sell – they donate a pair.  I became aware of it 

2 yrs ago and receive 2 shipments (1 per year) of 1,000 pair of socks.    
 
All you do is go to:  giving@bombassocks.com and request an order 
application.  They ship out the socks mid spring at 1,000 pair.  You can 
request different styles, such as childs, mixed or men’s.  Because we were 

doing it for the veterans, I ordered men’s.  I received 500 pr of mid-calf and 500 pair of ankle socks – all black.  Last year I 
kept 250 pair for our local vets and gave the Am Legion 750 pair.  This year I gave 500 pair to the Union Gospel mission 
and the other 500 pair to a local TV station that 
does a big ‘Treats for Troops’ event.    

 
It is such an easy thing to do –  all you have to do 
is fill out the application by email, return it and 
they will then confirm your application and send 
you an email as to delivery date.   

 
You may want to pass this suggestion along 
after researching it and perhaps even putting it 
on the Hope for Heroes website on the ESA 
website.  The only thing you really have to agree 

to is that you will not sell the socks.  They are 
valued at $10/pair.  so.......you can claim that 
$10/pr as your chapter donation.    
 

Julene Donnay 
IC Hope for Heroes Coordinator 2020-2021 

Hope for Heroes, Julene Donnay (cont) 

Delta Nu, Vilonia, Arkansas  

mailto:giving@bombassocks.com


It’s a new year and, hopefully, a new beginning for all of us as the COVID-19 vaccines begin to roll out. Doctors say i t will 
take potentially until the end of the year for the U.S. to potentially have herd immunity, so even if you are one of the lucky 
ones to get your vaccines, please continue to practice safely including social distancing and wearing a mask. ESA folks are 
such “people” persons that I know we can’t all wait to get back together again and get some  huggin’ and lovin’ in with each 

other.   
 
We’re hoping we’ll be able to meet many of you at IC Convention in Kentucky so we can “Talk Derby With ESA”!  Here’s the 
link to the IC webpage where you can find IC Convention information (and more to come) including a registration 

form: https://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/member-center/chapter/council-mgt/international-council/2021-IC-Convention   
 
We know Kentucky is famous for “that big horse race” and so on Thursday night, July 29 th, the International Council will be 
hosting a Horse Racing Event. I’ve heard through the grapevine that SERC has witnessed/participated in a similar event in 
the past and it was a blast! We have lots of opportunities for fun times at the Horse Race Event:   

 

• Sponsorship Opportunities are available to promote your business and receive entry to the Horse Race Event (see 
the form enclosed in the IC Newsletter).  

• Horse Race Event Form download and fill out the form either electronically or by hand and then postal mail the 
form for your entry to the event; in the near future, you’ll be able to sign up and pay online for the event (see the form 
enclosed in the IC Newsletter).  

• Name Your Horse during the week of IC Convention and cheer your horse to victory!  

• Six Horse Races and Ten Horses in Each Race – lots of opportunities to participate in some or all of the races and 
name a horse in each race.  

• Opportunities to Win Prizes for “Win”, “Place” and “Show” in each race.  

 
Please see attached information at the end of the document  
 
Got your Derby Hat? Ready to have some fun?   
 

Terri Olson and Kim Kummer 
IC Special Project Chairs 2020-2021 
 
 
 

 
Hello All! 
 
I wanted to do a quick introduction of myself.  Many of  know me as Brittany Hillard, I married in August 2020 so I am still 
trying to get used to using my married name (Rosenmund).  

 
I will be calling for the next set of articles by 2/15. I know that’s a short time from the articles needed in January, but t hat’s 
usually the date they are due for the month. 
 

Any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to  email me: britt131222@gmail.com or by phone either text or call: 
810-336-9284. If you are texting please let me know who you are.  
 
Brittany Rosenmund 
Newsletter Editor 2021 

Special Project Chairs, Terri Olson and Kim Kummer 

Newsletter Editor, Brittany Rosenmund 

https://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/member-center/chapter/council-mgt/international-council/2021-IC-Convention


Greetings from Arizona!  
 

As a state council we have  only had Zoom meetings,  but they have been well attended.  One of the 
members’ favorite parts is when we go into breakout rooms with only 4 or 5 people, it gives people 
a chance to connect on a more personal level.     

We are having a 50/50 raffle to support St. Jude and Easter Seals.   Our St. Jude Chair is sending 
people their tickets via a photo in a text, so she doesn’t have to mail them to the members.     

We will not likely be meeting in person for the rest of the fiscal year and our 
convention in late May will also likely be on Zoom.  

 
Here’s to seeing each other in person soon! 
Shari Stapleton-Smith 

 

 

Greeting from Australia, 

Fellow ESA members, wherever you are. We send our very best wishes to you for 2021, along with hope for a less 

tumultuous year.  

Our hearts ache for all those in the USA who have been tragically impacted by COVID-19.   The numbers are 

overwhelming, but we know that each of them is far more than a number –  it is a special person whose absence will be 

deeply felt by their loved ones.  We all feel helpless, but rest assured that you are in our hearts.  

ESA Queensland is currently in recess across the month of January, so there is not a great deal to report.  

However, we did manage to gather for Christmas parties and we enjoyed the opportunity to see our sisters again.  Alpha Pi 

(Redclliffe) and Beta Omicron (Brisbane South) celebrated as the South East Queensland District Council (SEQDC) with a 

High Tea at Tiffany’s Restaurant. Sadly, Beta Omicron President Marianne was hospitalized at the time.  

Arizona 

Australia 



Pictured are: (from left) Margaret & Val from Beta Omicron, Pat, Di-
ane, Colleen, Janice, Lois, Jenny, Lyn, Elizabeth, Kate & Frances, 
from Alpha Pi.   
 

Alpha Epsilon members are still discovering the hidden treasures of 
their own town, Proserpine, and late last year visited the wonderful 
Proserpine Museum. Places to explore inside the museum include:  
 

 
 
 
 

*Gunyarra Gas Experimental Station. 

*The Dittmer Gold Mine Display. 
*Billy Sing WW1 Sniper. 
*The sugar and cattle Industries. 
*1950s kitchen. 
*Italian Immigrant Pioneers. 

*The Glass Louvre – a local invention. 
*The Military Room. 
*Cyclone Ada Memorial. 
*The Big Bowl – a marvel of wood turning. 
*The Mountney Shell Collection. 

This is a family friendly museum with activities included for children.  
One of the attractions is a replica of the old picture theatre with the orig-
inal canvas seats – remember them? 
 

Alpha Epsilon members celebrated Christmas with a luncheon at the Grand Central Hotel in Main Street, Proserpine on 
25th November.  A traditional Christmas lunch was served and was enjoyed by all.  Robyn provided some entertain-
ment – and education – testing knowledge with a quiz on the traditions of Christmas and the various activities enjoyed 
around the world. That was fun. Members then exchanged Secret Sister gifts and all received lovely presents.  
Alpha Pi had a wonderful Christmas Lunch at an Italian restaurant with excellent authentic foods. Most members were 

present and Secret Sister gifts were exchanged and everyone’s thoughtfulness and creativi ty were marveled at.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Several attempts have been made to organise a gathering mid-January just to touch base as usually occurs, but the 
sudden three day total lockdown with its subsequent higher level restrictions which last until January 22 have led mem-
bers to defer the gathering until Feb 4 when the first 2021 meeting takes place.  

Australia (Cont.) 

Elizabeth & Sheila Carmel & Pat 
Janice & Lyn Diane & Kate 



Alpha Rho members in Mackay, Central Queensland, have an amazing record in gift wrapping which is one of their 
major fundraisers each year, and COVID restrictions were eased sufficiently for them  to proceed which was excellent.  
Their beneficiary is the Central Queensland Rescue Service with its associated helicopter – a vital resource for resi-
dents and visitors to the Great Barrier Reef region across summer when floods and cyclones add to the day to day cri -

ses.  
 
Break-up on Dec 13th was a little different this year as all were busy at the Gift Wrapping, so there was a special break-
fast at Debbie’s Fish Café.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Beta Epsilon Branch based in Gin Gin, like most other groups, had many of their regular events cancelled or put on 
hold for the long term during 2020.  Not the least of these was their annual Cancer Night which is a much anticipated 

event.  However, Liz from the Australian Cervical Cancer Foundation visited for a very informative Education presenta-
tion during “Cervical Cancer Awareness Week”• (16-22 November).  During Awareness Week the Foundation was invit-
ing women to:  
 

1. Sign up to Get the Test (free SMS Cervical screening 
reminder). 

2. Purchase an orange ribbon for $3. 
3. Paint your fingernails orange (most of us chose to wear 

something colored orange instead as seen in the photo!).  

4. Buy a shirt (http://accf.custom-gear.com.au/). 
5. Make the Prevention Pact (www.thepreventionpact.com 

and make the pact to catch up with your Cervical 
screening. 

6. Make a donation (www.cervicalcancer.org.au). 

 
On November 20, Beta Omicron members met at Carindale at Alba’s home for an “arm chair chat” on past travels.  Al l 
voted it a great education – so much so that they will be having more in the future rather than travelling into town and 
meeting up.  A delicious morning tea started the proceedings as always and they had a full complement of members.  

 
 

Australia (Cont.) 

Rose & Janet busy wrapping 
Bows and trims are ready.  

Finished Product 



California 

Beta Omicron Christmas Party was celebrated early in December and although they were sad that President Marianne 
was unable to be present, being hospitalized, they enjoyed the company of husbands and each other.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the California 
state council officers, Marcella, President, Kim, Vice-President, 
President Elect, Rickie, Treasurer and Margo, Jr. Past Presi-

dent.   
Beta Zeta Chapter 4137 donated food to the Food Drive at the Fortuna Volunteer Fire Department. This food will go to 

needy families in the Fortuna Area. pictured are Marcella, CSC President, 
Jackie, Bonnie, Karen, Imogene and Wincel.   
 

The members of Alpha Omicron delivered 24 backpacks full of goodies to 
the Ronald McDonald House in Bakersfield. They will be given to children 
who are in the hospital and 
siblings who are at the RMH.  
They will also be delivering 

needed toiletries later in the 
week as well as dropping off 
pull tabs. Pictured are Shan-
non, Kacey, Jessy and Margo. 

 
There have been other chap-
ters who have donated items 

for the Christmas season.  Here in California, we all love to lend a "HELPING 
HAND" and help out many organizations in the state.    
WISHING A EVERYBODY A BETTER 2021.    
 

Marcella Gauna, CSC President.   

Australia (Cont.) 

Jack & John Margaret, Joan, Alba & Sheila Val & Jack 



Greetings from Indiana!   
 
Indiana members have been very busy finding new and creative ways to continue to give.    
 
• Philanthropic Chair Jennifer Skinner has developed Camp Riley Fundraising Challenges for 

individuals or chapters to help raise money for Camp Riley.  
• Sr. St. Jude Coordinator Monica Haddock did some fun trivia challenges to raise money for St.  Jude. 
We will also participate in virtual radio thons this spring.  
• Speaking of St Jude, ESA Indiana’s own Jenni Russ was in the top five in Indiana participation in the 

St. Jude Marathon. 
• Gamma Pi held a Hope for Heroes ‘Winter Warm Up’ collection drive in December, collecting  clothes 
and hygiene items.  
• Alpha Zeta and Beta Chi joined together to adopt a local veteran family for Christmas  
• On MLK day of service, Eta Pi  members Kelly Hanson and Wendy 

Hahn helped spread recycled  Christmas tree mulch in local parks. 
• A winery near Fort Wayne Indiana will donate $5 for every online (through 1/27) order to 

St.  Jude Children’s Hospital. 
• Gamma Pi has a Reverse Raffle coming up in March.  
 
These are just a smattering of events members have been doing to continue to be of service, 
with much more to come!  If you would like information on any of these events, please reach out 
to me.  I’m happy to share.   
 
Until we meet again, 
 
Wishing you Faith, Hope and Love, 

Brenda J. Campbell 

Hello from sunny, cold and windy Southwest Kansas!  

 

We are getting ready for our Winter State Council Meeting. It is this coming Saturday, January 23. It 

will be a zoom meeting which most of the Kansas members have adapted to.  
 
Diney Uhlig, Phi Rho, and her social committee has planned a fun social after the meeting on Saturday. We will take a 

break after the meeting eat some dinner and get back around 7:00 pm with a beverage and snack and play a fun game for 
about an hour. 
 
I have attended District A and District J meetings via zoom. I get so excited to see everyone. I do not know what we would 
do without this technology and the girls at Headquarters who taught us how to do zoom. We learned to carry on because 

WE ARE ESA! 
 
We have learned to think outside the box. One of our Kansas Members, Kristi  Goyer Meyers, Zeta Epsilon, did a really fun 
cooking show with a chef from Kansas City. She raised money for St Jude by doing this. Since I do not like cooking, (I love 
to eat though) I just watched . It was so much fun! There was lots of laughing, a long Sunday afternoon passed quickly and 

money was raised for St Jude! WE ARE ESA 
 
Kansas Convention Chairs are planning for a convention in person. If we need to go virtual, we will. We are 
flexible and WE ARE ESA! 

 
Blessings to all. Stay safe and well! Hopefully, soon we will all have our vaccinations and we will be able to 
be with each other. Remember we are strong and we are tough and WE ARE ESA!  
 
In ESA Love! 
Mary Ann Johnson 

Kansas ESA State President “BEE WHO YOU ARE ON ESA”  

Indiana 

Kansas 



 

EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF ESA  

Ohio says Hello  

I really hope that each of you had a wonderful new year. Having 2020 behind us is great and I pray 

that 2021 is better for ESA and our country.   

Like most of the states Ohio has been under strict restrictions which did not allow us to do the many activities that were 

planned.  None the less Ohio was able to keep in touch with Zoom for chapter and state meetings.  In September, our 

council meeting was held on Zoom and turned out well.  Starting with a social time, friends were able to chat with each 

other and find out the latest news.  It was so good to see many smiling faces!  At the end of the meeting my Vice 

president Becka Lloyd was able to hook us up with a couple of rounds of Bingo.  Using her skills on Zoom we were able 

to have different cards and it was just like playing at a regular Bingo game!  Prizes were sent out to the winners and it 

was a wonderful way to end our council meeting.   

Of course, while trying to deal with this difficult time, our ESA’ers were always trying to help those less fortunate.  Ohio’s 

Gamma Beta Chapter in Dayton always helps a few local families by providing Thanksgiving meals and other 

necessities to those families.  2020 was no different and the members were able to continue this great effort.   Gamma 

Beta held an online auction to members/non-members for a beautiful quilt made by Carol Hazelett a longtime 

member.  The auction was successful, so Gamma Beta continued with their great work.  

Gamma Kappa of Cincinnati has become incredibly involved with the local Easterseals office and provided them with 14 

blankets for Veterans along with cards to thank them for their service.   Some thank you videos were shared with the 

chapter and it was amazing.  Also, Gamma Kappa donated to  Easterseals “Build a Bed” program where volunteers and 

young people in the Easterseals building program build 12 beds for those families that had none.   Our donations helped 

to pay for bedding.  This cause is close to out hearts and we continue to support Easterseals in any way we can.   

 

Hello From Michigan Winter in Michigan is finally here, shovels out at the ready. Besides the snow-
flakes, most of us are waiting for our COVID vaccine, which I am hoping to receive soon.  
 
We’re all doing our best to reach new members and have them included in our zoom meetings. Chap-

ters are still raising funds for their charities through different ventures including selling items on line to 
having virtual bingo games with family and friends.  
 
ESA Michigan sisters are looking forward to participating in the virtual Leadership Conference this 

month and seeing old and new friends via our computer.  
 
Happy Valentine’s day and from all of us to all of you around this great county, stay healthy, keep wearing your mask 
and have a positive and productive year ahead.  
 

Gail Basile 
Michigan State President 

Michigan 

Ohio 



Ohio had another social on Zoom set up by Ohio’s Social Chair Traci Cahill 
from Pi Xi near Columbus.  This was a Trivia Event and was a great suc-
cess.  Of course, several members are better at trivia than others but seeing us 
together laughing and having a great time was just what we needed.  This was 

the first position Traci had on the board and she did an amazing job!   
 
Our Vice President Becka is looking forward to Leadership in February and all 
of us in Ohio are looking for Becka to do great things in Ohio.  In the meantime, 

Ohio will be having our March Meeting on Zoom and I cannot wait to see eve-
ryone!  As for Convention which is usually in May, it may also be on 
Zoom.  Unfortunately, the Ohio Governor has extended our curfew indefinite-
ly.  If Convention is on Zoom, I am sure Ohio will rock it out!    
 

Love to you all and please stay safe.   
Madeleine Kurzynski   
Ohio State President 2019 - 2021   
 
 

 
 
 
News from South Dakota.   

 
 
Plans are underway for our State Convention. It looks different this year, but we will be moving forward. We decided to 
go virtual on Saturday, May 1, with our convention. At that time Sheba Schlaikjer will be installed as our State President 
for the next 2 years. We look forward to welcoming her and her new board! Of course before that day arrives, there will 

be the virtual Leadership Conference. Many members are looking forward to taking advantage of the "no travel need-
ed" option in order to attend this year. We'll also be having a virtual state meeting after leadership to catch up and pre-
pare for the new year. Many of our chapters have been using Zoom to conduct meetings and stay connected. The sum-
mer months allowed for a few outdoor get-togethers at local parks and a great way to be together while remaining so-
cially distant. Some chapters even came up with creative ways to host virtual fundraising events. Theta Omega hosted 

a virtual Tour of Tables in place of their live event. We are all looking forward to a better 2021 and a chance to come 
together again in the name of ESA  
 
Stay safe and stay well!  

Shelley Huber  
SD State President   

Ohio (cont) 

South Dakota 



 
 
 
 
 
The Virginia membership is living with the pandemic just like you.   Some of our chapters have not met at all other than 
phone calls to make sure that the essential business is done.  Others have held all of their meetings via Zoom.  Some 
have been able to meet a couple of times while the weather was warm and the festivities could be held outside.  What-

ever the circumstances each has been able to continue their good works in one way or another.  Dream homes were 
still built and tickets were sold.  Supplies were sent to those in need.  Virtual events for St. Jude had Virginia member 
participation.  As usual we rise to the occasion.   
 

 
In August when the weather was good and the daily Covid count was really low, all of the Executive Board gathered at 
my Corresponding Secretaries home for an Executive Board Retreat.   We were all to bring the dresses that would have 
been worn for installation so that we could have photos taken that could be used at the Zoom Mini Convention planned 
in September where there was to be a virtual installation.  Well, I was surprised because they didn’t follow my planning 

and branched out on their own.  They planned the whole installation with the installing officer speaking via Zoom from 
her home.  I have great friends that didn’t want me to miss the excitement.   My theme for the year is “We Rise by Lifting 
Others”.  I had no idea how appropriate this would be.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
In September the virtual mini convention was held.  We were able to have an Awards ceremony, handle some quick 
business and the installation was done once again so that the whole membership was able to be a part.   
 

I’ve held two Zoom chats that were well attended.  No business just lots of sharing of how everyone was coping and 
how the chapters were operating on limited resources.  Our next endeavor is to see if we will be able to hold our March 
meeting in person.  As the days go by this seems impossible but everyone still has that hope.  If not in person we will 
have it via Zoom.   
 

Our Convention committee is working hard and are still planning on the in person event in mid-May.  Everyone has 
their fingers crossed that this will happen.   
 
We send our thoughts and prayers out to everyone who is struggling with this virus, whether it is in the loss of loved 
ones, the loss of their jobs or just struggling with the seclusion.  Agape.   

 
Virginia – Brenda Bowersox, President   

Virginia 



AND IT’S OFF TO THE RACES……   

NEWS FLASH:  Wanted, fun loving, generous, and friendly, ESA members to attend 
yearly event in Louisville, KY.  The event is the Annual Internation-
al Council Convention, to be held at the Louisville Marriott Downtown from July 28 to 
August 1, 2021.  

The convention committee is working hard to make sure that there is something for 
everyone to enjoy.  Yes, there will be a few meetings and business to conduct, but, 
there will also be a lot of fun activities for you to choose:  Tours of the area, like the 
Makers Mark Distillery; Horse Racing Event; Churchill Downs Museum; letting your 
hair down in the ever popular Hospitality Room, where rumors have it that this event 
will be one to remember.   

Mark your calendars and start making plans to attend.  We might have to keep our 
social distances, wear masks, and no hugging, but being with our members will feel 
so good.  Of course, all of our plans will depend on the situation regarding COVID-
19 and the mandates from our governing agencies.     

Let’s try to be positive and make those hotel reservations and get your Convention 
Registration Forms completed and returned early.  Don’t miss out on seeing the Ken-
tucky Blue Grass,  beautiful thoroughbreds, good food and drinks, and, most of all, 
being with other ESA members as we celebrate all of our accomplishments of the 
past year and a look into the coming new year of ESA.   

Be sure to go to the ESA website for more information.  

Until we meet in Louisville,   

Vicky Jones and Mary P. Smith, Convention Chair & Co-Chair   

TALK DERBY WITH ESA  
JULY 28 - AUGUST 1, 2021  



Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory 800 W Main St.  
Learn all about the history of the baseball bat, see how they are made and take home your own free souvenir mini 
bat. Open Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm, Friday-Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Admission is $16/adults, 
$15/seniors (60+), $9/kids (ages 6-12), kids 5 and under are free. Advanced tickets are required.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Muhammad Ali Center 144 N 6th St.  

Learn all about Muhammad Ali’s life and core values. Open Tuesday-Saturday 9:30am-5pm and Sunday noon-
5pm. Admission is $14/adults, $13/seniors (65+), $10/students and military, $9/children (ages 6-12). Members 

and children 5 and under are free.  
 

Frazier History Museum 829 W. Main St.  
The official starting point of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail and the Bourbon District. An affiliate of the Smithsonian 
Institution, the Frazier documents and reinterprets stories from history using arti facts, gallery talks, and live daily 

interpretations by talented staff of costumed actors known as teaching artists. Open Thursday-Saturday 10am-
5pm and Sunday noon-5pm. Admission is $14/adults, $12/seniors (60+) and military, $10/students (college with 
ID) and children ages 5-17. Show your ticket stub and receive $1 off at other Museum Row on Main attractions.   

 

Kentucky Science Center 727 W. Main St.  
Non-profit educational institution that encourages people of all ages to enjoy science, mathematics, and technolo-
gy in a stimulating and engaging environment that is educational as well as entertaining. Open Sunday-Thursday 
9:30am-5pm, Friday-Saturday 9:30am-9pm. Ticket prices vary based on exhibits only, movie or combo tickets 
and range from $10-22 per ticket for adults. If you are a member of your local science center/museum, you may 

be able to receive free admission to the exhibit portion.  All tickets must be purchased in advance. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Evan Williams Bourbon Experience 528 W. Main St.  
Celebrate the legacy of Evan Williams, Kentucky’s first 
distiller, with an artisanal distillery, tours, tastings and 
more. Open Thursday-Saturday 11am-5pm and Sunday 
1pm-5pm. The last tour begins one hour prior to close. Ad-

mission is $15/adults (21+), $12/young adults (11-20), kids 
10 and under are free. Tours last approximately 45 
minutes to 1 hour and include a historical tour, viewing of 
the artisanal still, and a guided tasting.   

 



• Glassworks 815 W. Market St.   
• Design your own glass blown project! Prices depend on the design and vary from $40-$100. They will even ship 

your creation home for you so no worries about trying to fit it in your luggage. The gallery is also open to peruse 
and enjoy. Open Wednesday-Friday 10am-4pm and Saturday 10am-5pm.  Glassblowing options may not be 

available or may be limited without a reservation. Groups of 5 or more require pre-payment, which is refundable if 
appointment is cancelled with 24 hour or more notice.    

 
 

 
 
 
 

KMAC Museum 715 W Main St.  

Contemporary art museum showcasing the best of contemporary art from Kentucky and around the world. Open 
Wednesday-Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission is free for students and children 

Urban Bourbon Trail  
46 Louisville Bars & Restaurants that excel in bourbon, bourbon flights, 

bourbon cocktails, and bourbon infused food.  This collection of bars and 
restaurants have a significant knowledge of Bourbon and are eager to 
share their favorite beverage with you. To start,  pick up an Urban Bour-
bon Trail® Passport at our Louisville Visitor Center (4th & Jefferson 
Streets Downtown) or at any one of the 46 participating bars & restau-

rants. Your goal? Get six stamps! (Note: Any purchase at these estab-
lishments will earn you a stamp –  you don’t have to be a Bourbon drinker!) 
As soon as you collect six, redeem your passport at the Louisville Visitor 
Center – or send it by mail – and receive the annual edition of the Urban 

Bourbon Trailblazer T-Shirt.  

Speed Art Museum 2035 S 3rd St  
At the Speed Art Museum, you can see pieces by masters like Pom-
peo Batoni as well as ones from places like Africa and more contemporary pieces.  This is the longest-running art 

museum in Kentucky.  The Speed Art Museum is open Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.   Adults pay $18 for admission, and sen-
iors and children, ages four to 17, pay $12.  

 
Brown Hotel 335 W Broadway  

One of the most opulent places to see in Louisville, Kentucky is the Brown 
Hotel.  With hundreds of rooms and having undergone a fairly new renova-
tion, the Brown Hotel keeps shining.  Brown Hotel has beautiful restaurants 
and great places to shop.  The Brown Hotel is where the Hot Brown originat-

ed.    
 

https://www.brownhotel.com/
https://www.brownhotel.com/


















From Jaycee Peak 
 

#1 – Mason Jar “Sending You Hugs & Kisses Valentine”   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 #2 – Knitted Coffee Cup Sleeve   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#3 – Mason Jar “Date Night with dyed popsicle  
sticks of ideas”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 #4 – Children’s Thumbprint-Hearts on Mason Jar   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

#5 – Love-Valentines Mason Jar with Doilies 
 and Burlap    
 

 


