Western Canadian Championship 
 Guidelines & Criteria
Updated Nov 2024
Website:  http://westerncanadians.webstarts.com/index.html
Item 1:  Historical Purpose and Geographical Inclusion
The Western Canadian Sheepdog Trial (WCST) is a rotation annual Open trial, intended as a forum to promote excellence in competitive stockdog handling.  The competitors will be members of the respective provincial stockdog associations (British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba) who have met the eligibility criteria.

Item 2: Committee Role

a.  Every year, two representatives are selected by each province creating the Western Canadian Committee (WCC) of eight.  These eight representatives will then communicate and assist the local organizers with the planning of the WCST.  The local trial host is encouraged to initiate contact with the WCST.
b.  A Chairperson and secretary will be decided by the WCC. The length of the term will not exceed three years. After a term of three years, the Chair will take on the role of Past Chair and aid in conducting meetings when required. The Chairperson will oversee meetings and respond to correspondence directed towards the WCC.  The secretary will take minutes and update the WCC guidelines. 
c. A meeting will be held by Jan 31st of each year.
d. The committee should ensure that the Western Canadians website is up to date, which includes submission of yearly minutes held, and reporting the winning teams relating to the Double Lift, Nursery class and Driving Award.  
Item 3: Organization of Rotation
a.  Historically held in the Autumn, the event rotates annually between the provinces.  The WC rotation will be as follows:
MB

BC

ALTA

SASK  this rotation is then repeated.
b.  The province due to host the WC has until Nov1 of the year previous to hosting, to put forth their intent of hosting the finals to the Western Canadian Committee (WCC). The WCC chair should be proactive and contact the current province in rotation and inquire of their intent early in the preceding year. If multiple bids are obtained from the province, the provincial association will decide between the bids and inform the WCC by Jan 1.  If no intent of hosting received from the province in rotation, the province next in rotation will be contacted. It is desired that finalization of the host province be determined by Jan 1 to allow ample time for organization of the finals.
c.  Efforts should be made so that the WCF dates do not conflict with other major trial events and these dates will be approved by the Western Canadian Committee (WCC).
d. The WCC will advertise the location and dates (Facebook and website) of the WCF as soon as knowledge is obtained.
Item 4:  Course & Finals Qualification
a. Open Course- Standard ISDS style single & double lift course.  


Outruns –Minimum 400 yards. The outrun distance should be stated on the entry form and/or trial’s website for competitors. 

Drive – 150 yards


Shed and/or single


Pen
The Double Lift of the Western Canadian finals is strongly recommended to be a stand alone event. 

b. Nursery Course – Standards ISDS style course


Outrun – Maximum 300 yards


Drive – 125 yards


Pen

**Nursery runs may include a split.  If included, handlers must be notified on the entry form.
c. Selection for the double lift will be determined in one of three ways:

Option 1 – top 4 aggregate scores (chosen first), followed by top 3 in each go round.

Option 2 – top 3 in each go round (chosen first), followed by top 4 aggregate scores.

Option 3 – top 10 aggregate.
Trial directors will include their desired option on their entry form.
d. In the event of a Tie Situation: 

When selecting dog/handler teams to move forward to the finals, ties in the go-rounds are broken by the combined outfield work (outrun, lift, fetch). If a tie remains, then the tie is broken by the points obtained in each component of the run in order completed.   Ties in aggregate scores will move forward to the finals.
e.  The draw to determine the running order will ensure that each handler has run one dog before those having second dogs have run.
f. Western Canadian Nursery Champion will be determined by two rounds of competition and the champion will be the top aggregate score over the two rounds.
g.  An annual driving contest will be held in conjunction with the WCST, with each province’s handlers choosing one representative to compete for a perpetual trophy.
h. Entry fees and payout for placings, additional prizes and sponsorship is left to the discretion of the organizing hosts.

Item 5:  Handler Eligibility
a.  In order to compete at the WCST Double Lift or Nursery Finals, all handlers must have been a paid member of a provincial association 30 days PRIOR to the commencement of the event.   Members of provincial stock dog associations may not necessarily reside in the province; thus membership not residency determines eligibility.

Item 6:  Dog Eligibility
a.   There are currently no dog eligibility requirements for the WC Double Lift Finals.
b.  For the Nursery Championship, dogs must meet the age requirement: 
A dog is eligible for the Nursery Finals if its third birthday falls on or after July 1 of the year in which that Nursery Final is held. If a nursery dog is imported, they will have needed to be imported by 1 year of age to be eligible to compete.
Item 7:  Specific Criteria (Recommendations) for Trial Organizers 

1.    Suitable areas for exhaust and set-out pens.
2.    Adequate space for handlers’ parking site and availability of local motels and RV sites within reasonable distance of trial field.  An airport close by would be desirable.

3  A large (100 +) of healthy, fit sheep, preferably from the same flock.
4.  Toilets/sanitary services

5  Scoreboard – score breakdowns are NOT to be posted until all daily runs are completed.  Posting of overall run score during the day is acceptable.

6.  Water source for sheep and dogs, including water available on course during the double lift.
7.  Medical and veterinarian services are recommended..  
8.  Tents available in case of inclement weather

Item 8:  Awards
a.  The host trial organizer will be responsible for ensuring that the following awards are present and awarded at the WCST.  Additional prizes can also be awarded at the discretion of the host trial organizer.
· Western Canadian Open Champion (perpetual trophy)

· Del’Mar Driving Trophy (perpetual trophy)

·  International Shedding trophy

· Top Scoring BC Dog (perpetual trophy)
· Western Canadian Nursery Champion (perpetual trophy)
Please contact the WCC if other awards are available but not listed.
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