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Message Re{'lectlon for This Sunday
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“The Secret of Being Good”

1) According to Micah 6:8, what is “good” in the eyes of God? (Please
be specific.)

2) How can the Beatitudes help shape our characters as God’s faithful
servants?

3) What are the eternal rewards for God’s “faithful” servants?

4) On the scale of 1-10 (low-high), how would you rate the degree of
your faithfulness to God?

5) What have you learned most from the message today?
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Announcements for February 1, 2026

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is give thanks to God
for the annual meeting today and to continue to pray for the spiritual revival
of St. Thomas’ congregation.

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:

2/4 & 3/18, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live); 2/11 & 3/25, Wed,
6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (via FB). All are welcome!

(Note: 2/18, 6:30 pm, Ash Wed Eucharist Service in Church with Live-
streaming on FB.)

(3) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 3/26, 7:15 pm.

All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(Note: A Special Bishop’s Committee meeting will be held in the church meeting
room during the lunchtime today.)

(4) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(5) Chinese-language Congregations’ Lunar New Year Joint Gathering:
Sat, 2/21, 4:00 pm, at St. Gabriel’s Church (133 East Graves Ave., Monterey
Park). There will be joint worship and dinner. Bishop Taylor will be with us
to share message. All are welcome!

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Janis Magnuson (jmagnus745@yahoo.com; 626-523-3614)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Phoebe Pao (pao7lasl@gmail.com; 626-482-2788)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce White; (]%) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie
Gibson; (4) Daniel Adams; %LROSI.G & Bas Lim; (6) Dorothy Smith and her
family; (7) Roger (leukemia) & Janis Malgnuson; (8) Paul Owen; (9]) Ben
Huang; (10) Edgar & Analou Fradejas; (I'1) Sally and her family; ( 25) %1an
Li (burn injury); (Il 3_|) Tonia and her family; _(Il 4) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl
Gonzales; (16) Lili Tansiongco and her family; (17) Mo Fennie’s family;
(18) Flora’s family; (19) Jay Perito; (20) All newcomers.
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant
us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and
let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the
LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a
controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. "O my people,
what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may
know the saving acts of the LORD." "With what shall I come before the
LORD, and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will
the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers
of 0il? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body
for the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?

Psalm 15
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.
3 There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend; *
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
but he honors those who fear the LORD.
5 He has sworn to do no wrong *
and does not take back his word.
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
7 Whoever does these things *
shall never be overthrown.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is
written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them,
saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.



