Fourth Sunday of Advent

Year A December 21, 2025
The Collect of Fourth Advent & Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Praise Song: Come Lord Jesus ...............cccceeeeeuvennn. Online Video

The Collect of the Day........c..oooevviiiiiiiiiiiieeiee e BCP 95

FIrst LeSSOMN c..uvvveeiiiieiiiieeiiee e Isaiah 7:10-16

PSAIIM oo 80:1-7, 16-18

Second Lesson..........ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e Romans 1:1-7

Before Gospel:: Emmanuel...................ccc...cccoovveviiueieiieannann. Slide

GOSPEL .t Matthew 1:18-25

After Gospel:: Emmanuel..................ccccccvviieieiiniiiiiiiiiieeeeean, Slide

Sermon .....ceevveiiiiiiieee e The Rev. Fennie Chang

The Nicene Creed........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecceee e BCP 208

The Prayers of the People ........c..ovvveeieiiiiiiieeeeee, Slide

The Peace ........oooiiiiiiiiii e BCP 210

Offertory Music: Mary’s SONg ...........cccccovveeeeeeeennnnn. Online Video
Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All ................cccoeveveeeciniiinaaaaaannn. Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B ...........cccccocvviiiiiiiinnnnen. BCP 217
Proper Preface for Advent..........cccevveveiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e BCP 228
SANCIUS .ot re e e e e e e Slide

The Lord’s Prayer.........cceeeveeiciiiiiiiiee e BCP 214

The Breaking of the Bread ...........ccccceevvviiiiiiiiiiieccee BCP 214
COMMUNTON MUSIC ........oveeeeeiiieiiiiieeaeaaaeasasaaseeneaeeees

Post-Communion Prayer ...........ccccccveeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e, BCP 216

Announcements

Hymn: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ................. Online Video

Blessing and Dismissal ..........ccccovvvviiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieee e, BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday

AFHEREE

St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church

“Ture Awakening”: Hacienda Heights, Calif:omia

1) What does God mean us to pursue in this life? (Please explain with

examples.) j][l J\N [[é ﬁ % /l;\ g % % 1% ﬁ

2) What has often hindered us from living a life of “significance”?

3) What enabled Joseph to take part in God’s plan, which was beyond his 15694 Tetley Street, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
reason? Phone: 626.330.7649

4) What examples in the human history can show us the importance of living Website 44 H: www.stthomashh.com
by faith, not by sight? stthomashhca@gmail.com

5) What important lessons have you learned from the message today?
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December 21, 2025
Weekly Bible Reading Plan S E5E1E .
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Vicar /=44 ~
The Rev. Dr. Fennie Hsin-Fen Chang /5&{5 2544 Fl  C/P F1#% 626-274-3092
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com

Assisting Priest/fC T BE:

The Rev. Ricardo Gonzales /.. 15 VD 85444 Bifi C/P F#& 805-459-1273
rgonz2016@yahoo.com

Bishop's Warden/ ¥ £: Mr. Maury Edwards C/P 1% 626-375-8191
edwrads9@aol.com

Junor Warden/g|%Z £ : Mr. Jose Arroyo C/P F1#% 626-664-3315

Treasurer/8AE: Ms. Janis Magnuson /B EZ4E C/P F#4 626-523-3614
jmagnus745@yahoo.com

Sunday Holy Eucharist Service F H B EFE:

Principal Accompanists /7] 5 & & :

Ms. Janice Lee /25 a2 1H Ik C/PFH£626-617-7758 10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
janlee01@gmail.com PLEERE (B85E) RS (B8
Ms. Gigi Kwok/ Z[FES C/PF1%626-277-8436

wgchoo@yahoo.com
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Announcements for December 21, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to continue to give
thanks for the new church year as well as to pray for the love of our Lord to fill
each of our hearts at all times.

(22) Christmas Event/Worship Schedule:

12/24, Wed, 6:00 pm, Christmas Eve Eucharist Service with Music (in
church and Facebook live)

12/31, Wed, 6:30 pm, New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Service on FB Live

(3) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:
12/31 & 1/7, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live); 1/14 & 1/28, Wed,
6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (FB Live). All are welcome!

(4) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 1/22, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(5) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Janis Magnuson (jmagnus745@yahoo.com; 626-523-3614)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Phoebe Pao (pao71asl@gmail.com; 626-482-2788)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce White; (%) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie
Gibson; (4) Daniel Adams; (5) Rosie & Bas Lin; (86) Dorothy Smith and her
family; )Roger (leukemia) & Janis Magnuson; (8) Paul Owen; (9) Ben
Huang; (10) Edgar & Analou Fradejas; (1'1) Sally and her family; ( 25) ian
Li (burn injury); (1131) Tonia and her family; .ﬁl 4) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl
Gonzales; (1 Ll i Tansiongco and her family; (17) Mo Fennie’s family;
(18) Flora’s family; (19) Jay Perito; (20) All hewcomers.
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Readings for the Fourth Sund3y of Advent Year A

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your
Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for
himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 7:10-16

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask,
and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary
my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look,
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings
you are in dread will be deserted."

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O LORD God of hosts, * how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended
from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins." All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,"
which means, "God is with us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.
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