Third Sunday of Advent
Year A December 14, 2025
The Collect of Third Advent & Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Praise Song: Rejoice ..........ccccceevvoiiiiiiiiiiiiieicn, Online Video
The Collect of the Day......c.cceciieeiiiieeiieceece e BCP 95
FArst LeSSON ....cccuviiiiiieeiieeciie et Isaiah 35:1-10
PSalm ..o 146:4-9
Second LesSOn ......eeevviieiiieeciieeciie et James 5:7-10
Before Gospel: Emmanuel...................ccccccooueevieeenieeeniineainnann, Slide
GOSPEL ..t Matthew 11:2-11
After Gospel:: Emmanuel..................c.cccccooceevinoiniiininianeann, Slide
SEIMON ..t The Rev. Fennie Chang
The NIicene Creed ......ccveeviieeiiiieeiieeeieecee e BCP 208
The Prayers of the People ........cccooeeiniininiiniiiiiccceee, Slide
The PEACE ...ooeeviieieeeee e e BCP 210
Offertory Music: I See You Lord. .................c.ccocu...... Online Video
Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All...............cccoevvuvevveecieninannnn, Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B .........ccccoeeviviiiiienieens BCP 217
Proper Preface for Advent .........c.ccveeiieiiinciienieeiieeeeeee, BCP 228
SANCIUS .ottt ettt ettt et e beesaae e Slide
The Lord’s Prayer .......ccceeecveeeiieeeiee e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread .........ccccoevviiieiiiieiiiiiieeeeee, BCP 214
COMMURIION MUSTC ...
Post-Communion Prayer ...........cccccceeevviieencieeeniieeeiee e, BCP 216
Announcements
Song: You Shall Go Out With JOy .........cccccevveevcveeannen. Online Video
Blessing and Dismissal ........ccccceeeiiieiiiiiniieciee e, BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday
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“The Reason to Rejoice Always”:

1) What’s the true foundation of joy?

2) On a scale of 1-10 (little-much), how would you rate the degree of the
joy in your heart?

3) What are the barriers that hinder you from having true joy in your
heart? (Be specific.)

4) How can you have the true joy restored in you again?

5) What have you learned most from the message today?
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Third Sunday of Advent, Year A
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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Sunday Holy Eucharist Service I H EE&E2FE:
10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
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Announcements for December 14, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to remember our
beloved sister Flora Chow, who went to be with the Lord on Wednesday,
Dec 10. She’ll be dearly missed. Please pray for God’s comfort and peace to
be with her family.

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:

12/17 & 1/14, Wed, 6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (FB Live); 12/31 &
1/7, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live). All are welcome!

(3) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 12/18, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(4) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.
(52) Christmas Event/Worship Schedule:

12/24, Wed, 6:00 pm, Christmas Eve Eucharist Service with Music (in

church and F acebooi( live)
12/31, Wed, 6:30 pm, New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Service on FB Live

(6{) Signup for Offering of Poinsettias: The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin
A le 1n the'narthex ($15/€ach). Please give generously for greening our
church

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Janis Magnuson (jmagnus745@yahoo.com; 626-523-3614)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Phoebe Pao (pao71asl@gmail.com; 626-482-2788)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Re est For (1) Joyce White; (2) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie

Gibson; (74) aniel Adams; (5) Rosie & Bas Li; %6) Dorothy Smlth and her

farnlly, Roger (leukemia) & Janis Magnuson; (8) Paul Owen; (9) Ben
Huang ar & Analou Fradejas; (1) Sally and her family; 5) %1an

Li (burn 1n u ) (]1 31) Tonia and her family; ﬁl 4) Araceh Fradejas (1 ) aryl

Gonzales; Lili Tansiongco and her fami ; (17) Mo Fennie’s family

(18) Flora’s grandson Aaron (health); (19) Jay Perito; (20) All newcomers
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Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent Year A

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice
and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice
with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the
desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass
shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No
lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Psalm 146:4-9
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!*
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;*
who keeps his promise for ever;
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the
blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger;
he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the
wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do
not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See,
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word
by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or
are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John
what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look
at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are
in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.” Truly I tell you, among those born of
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
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