Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 17
August 31, 2025

Year C

Praise Song: King of Kings and Lord of Lords
The Collect of the Day
First Lesson
PSalm ..o
Second Lesson

Before Gospel: The Greatest Thing (knowing You................... Slide
GOSPEL .. e Luke 14:1, 7-14
After Gospel: The Greatest Thing (loving You).......................... ‘Slide
SEIMON ... The Rev. Fennie Chang
The NIicene Creed ......ccveeviieeiiiieeiieeeieecee e BCP 208
The Prayers of the People ........cocooieiniininiiniiiicceceee, Slide
Confession Of SiN......cccveeeiieiiiiiciie e BCP 210
The PEACE ...ooeeviieieeeee e e BCP 210
Offertory Music: I See You Lord.................ccccuveuunne.. Online Video
Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All................ccooveuveevueecveneaannannen. Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A .......c.cccccevvvevieeciienieeinns BCP 211
Proper Preface for Pentecost.........ccceevveeeiiieiniieiniieeieeee, BCP 230
SANCTUS .ottt et e e e e e e saaeesaaeeenaeeens Slide
The Lord’s Prayer .......ccceeecveeeiieeeiee e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread .........ccccoevviiieiiiieiiiiiieeeeee, BCP 214
COMMUNTON MUSIC: ..ottt
Post-Communion Prayer .........c.ccccceeeveiieenieeeniieeeiee e, BCP 215
Announcements
Hymn: I Serve a Risen Lord.............cccccouveeeveencveeannnnnn. Online Video
Blessing and Dismissal ..........ccoceeiieniieiiiniieieeieeeeeeeen BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday

AFHERER

“Be God’s VIPs™:

1) What is this world’s definition of “places of honor’?

2) Who is qualified for the “places of honor” in God’s kingdom?

3) Why are we so precious in the eyes of God?

4) What are we called to do as God’s VIPs to help God’s will be done on earth
as it is in heaven?

5) What do you feel called to do as God’s VIPs in your community or social
circle?
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St. Thomas's Episcopal Church
Hacienda Heights, California
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 17, year C
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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Sunday Holy Eucharist Service F H BEEEEFE:
10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
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Announcements for August 31, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to pray for all
who are going through transition. May the Lord guide them and show
them His Way.

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:
9/3 & 9/24, Wed, 6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (FB Live); 9/17 &
10/1, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live). All are welcome!

(3) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 9/25, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, ‘and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(4) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(5) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(6) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!
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Proper 17 — Collect for The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion;
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the
house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors
find in me that they went far from me, and went a%ter worthless things,
and became worthless themselves? They did not say, "Where is the
Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the
wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep
darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?"

I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.
But when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an
abomination. The priests did not say, "Where is the Lord?"

Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed
against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that
do not profit.

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your
children's children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to
Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a thing.
Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my
people have changed their glory for something that does not profit. Be
appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the
Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns that can hold no water.

Psalm 81:1,10-16
1 Sing with joy to God our strength *
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
10 I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *
"Open your mouth wide, and I will ﬁﬁ it."
11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *
and Israel would not obey me.
12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *
to follow their own devices.
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *
that Israel would walk in my ways!
14 I should soon subdue their enemies *
and turn my hand against their foes.
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *
and their punishment would last for ever.
16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *

and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all,
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money,
and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave
you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember
your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Luke 14:1, 7-14

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him
closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host
who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person
your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place,
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move u
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the
table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one
who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors,
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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