Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 18
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Praise Song: To the King ............cccoeeveeveeeceeneeeciiennnanns Online Video
The Collect of the Day.......cccveeviiiiieiieiiieieceeeeeeee e BCP 117
First LesSOn ....c.eevvieiienieeiiecieeieeee e Deuteronomy 30:15-20
PSAIM . 1
Second LesSOon ......c..cocerierieneriienienieeieneeieeee e Philemon 1-21
Before Gospel: The Greatest Thing (knowing You.................... Slide
GOSPCL ..ot Luke 1 14:25-33
After Gospel: The Greatest Thing (loving You)........................... Slide
SeIrMON ..o The Rev. Fennie Chang
The Nicene Creed .......coovveveerieiieniieierieseeeeeeeeee e BCP 208
The Prayers of the People .......cccoevvieriieiiiiiieiieccecee e Slide
Confession Of SiN......cccevieriiiiniirieeeeeee e BCP 210
The Peace ....ccooviiiiiiiiiiieeeee e BCP 210
Offertory Music: Amazing Grace ................ccocueeueue. Natalie Chien
Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All.............cccocooveviivinvcnncnnnnen. Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A ........ccccoceviiiiiiiniincnnns BCP 211
Proper Preface for Pentecost..........ccoveeeiiieniiiniiiiiiiceeeee, BCP 230
N7 Yo £ SRS Slide
The Lord’s Prayer .........occceviieiiiiiiieieeieeeeeteeeeeeee e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread ..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiis BCP 214
COMMUNTION MUSIC: ..ot e e e
Post-Communion Prayer ...........cccoccevviieviiniieenieiiieieeieeee, BCP 215
Announcements
Hymn: Praise Ye the Lord, the AImighty ...........c.ccccovvvuenncnn. Online Video
Blessing and Dismissal ..........ccoceeviiiiiiiiiniiieieeiceeeeeee, BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday

AFEXHEEAE

“The Cost of Following Jesus™:

1) What are the most common barriers we may encounter when following
Jesus?

2) What are the three gifts Jesus has promised us to help remove the barriers
on our faith journey?

3) On a scale of 1-10 (low-high), how would you rate the cost you’ve paid as a
follower of Jesus? What does it mean to you?

4) What can we do in order to become a true follower of Jesus?

5) What is the most important lesson you’ve learned through the message
today?
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 18, Year C
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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Sunday Holy Eucharist Service F H EREEEFE:
10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
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Announcements for September 7, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to continue to
pra for all who are \%]olng through transition. May the Lord guide them
show them His

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:

9/17 & 10/1, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live); 9/24 & 10/8, Wed,
6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (FB Live). All are welcome!

(Note: No online meeting while Mo Fennie is away 9/9-16.)

(3) Mo Fennie Away for Interpretation Work in the House of Bisho s
Meeting 9/9-16: In case of emergency, please contact Bishop’s Warde
Maury Edwards (626-336-5903) or Junior Warden Jose Arroyo (626- 664—
3 /3 15). Many thanks to Fr Ric for supplying for Mo Fennie next Sunday,
9/14.

(4) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 9/25, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, “and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(5) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!
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Proper 18 — Collect For The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always
resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake
those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him,
“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that
I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking
in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart
turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter
and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that |
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so
that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Psalm 1
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not
wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Philemon 1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our
dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember you in my prayers, |

always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your
faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. For this
reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty,
yet | would rather appeal to you on the basis of love — and I, Paul, do this as
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. [ am appealing to you
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.
I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing
without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more
than a slave, a beloved brother — especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider me your partner, welcome
him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes
you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self.
Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart
in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.

Luke 14:25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them,
"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he
has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, saying, "This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'
Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.
So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all
your possessions."
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