Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 14

Year C August 10, 2025
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SEeTMON .. The Rev. Fennie Chang
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Post-Communion Prayer ...........cccccceeevviieencieeeniieeeiee e, BCP 215
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Blessing and Dismissal ........ccccceeeiiieiiiiiniieciee e, BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday

AFXHERER
/ .
St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church
‘{)AP]?etterIC?uﬁry”i[ three things that the earthly kingd have i Hadenda HdghtS' CaliFOl"nia
ease list at least three things that the earthly kingdoms have in common.
2) Why is the kingdom Jesus invites us to seek different from the earthly jJ[I J‘I‘I n’% % % /[} é % % ,% ﬁ
kingdoms?
3) How are we to be transformed in order to inherit the Kingdom of God? 15694 Tetley Street, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
4) How are you participating in the Kingdom of God? Please give examples. Phone: 626.330.7649
5) Based on the message today, what action do you feel invited to take? Website 44 = : www.stthomashh.com
stthomashhca@gmail.com
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Announcements for August 10, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to give thanks
to God for the season of Pentecost, and to continue to pray for the
spiritual growth of St. Thomas’ congregation

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Q & A Schedule:
8/13 & 8/27, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (FB Live); 8/20 & 9/3, Wed,
6:30 pm: Q & A on Faith and Life (FB Live). All are welcome!

(3) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 8/21, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(4) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(5) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(6) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce Whit ]23) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie

e
Gibson; (4) Daniel Adams; (5) Rosie &( as Lim; (6) Dorothy Smith &
Family; (7 Ro(%er (leukemia) & Janis Magnuson; (8) Paul Owen; (9) Ben
Huang; (10) Edgar & Analou Fradejas; (11) Sally and her family; 125) %1an

(14) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl

Li (burn injury); '(Il' 3_|) Tonia and her family; (Il 4)
Gonzales; (16) Lili Tansiongco and her family; (17) Mo Fennie’s family;
(18) Flora’s grandson Aaron (health); (19) Jay Perito; (20) All newcomers.
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Proper 14 — Collect For the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those
thin%s that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by
you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Genesis 15:1-6

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be Verty great.” But
Abram said, “z/) Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And
Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue
shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, 1f you are able to count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the
Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Psalm 33:12-22
12 Hapﬁy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *
appy the people he has chosen to be his own!
13 The L8 D looks down from heaven, *
and beholds all the people in the world.
14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.
15 He fashions all the hearts of them *
and understands all their works.
16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his %reat strength.
17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
for all its strength it cannot save.
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, *
on those who wait upon his love,
19 To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.
20 Our soul waits for the LORD; *
he is our help and our shield.
21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
for in his holy Name we put our trust.
22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.

Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received a%proval. By
faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing
where he was cigoing. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he ha
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder
is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered
him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this
one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars
of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in
this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have
had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country,
that 1s, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Luke 12:32-40

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also. “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;
be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon
as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If
he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
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