Third Sunday after the Epiphany-Annual Meeting
January 26, 2025

Year C

Praise Song: We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise............ Online Video
The Collect of the Day .......ccccoevveieiece e BCP 99
FIrst LeSSON ....cveivveiecieieee e Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
PSAIM Lo 19
Second LeSSON ......c.cccvevveievieieeie e 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Before Gospel: The Greatest Thing (knowing You)..........cccccvevvevennene. Slide
GOSPEL ..t Luke 4:14-21

After Gospel: The Greatest Thing (Ioving YOU)........ccccvcvveveiecvieinneen, Slide
SEIMON ...t The Rev. Fennie Chang

The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People
Confession of sin

The Peace

Offertory Music: The Prayer

(Church’s Annual Meeting)

................................................................... BCP 208
............................................................. Slide
..................................................................... BCP 210

............................................................................... BCP 210

Jenna, Alex & Janice

Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All...........cooooiiiiiiiiie Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A ... BCP 211
Proper Preface for Epiphany ..., BCP 228

SANCIUS .ot Slide
The Lord’s Prayer ........ccccovviieiiiie e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread ... BCP 214

ComMUNION MUSIC ..o
PoSt-CommuNION Prayer .........cccccceviveieeiiiieiiene e BCP 216
Announcements _ _

Hymn: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus ..........ccccceveieiveiiecnnenne. Slide
Blessing and Dismissal ..........ccccoceiieviiieiiciece e BCP 216
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““Set Free in the Holy Spirit”

1) What is the meaning of entering into a Jubilee year?

2) What is the most common “bondage” we are to be released from?

3) What difference will an eternal life perspective bring into our lives?

4) On a scale of 1-10 (weak-strong), how would you rate your spiritual
freedom? In what way can you improve it?

5) What lesson have you learned most from the message today? What action
are you invited to take this week?
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Third Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin
and Annual Meeting)
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10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
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Readings for the Third Sunday after the EpiFhany, Year C _
Give usTgrace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ
and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the
whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 )
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had
given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding.
This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the
square before the Water Gate from early morninP until midday, in the presence
of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of
all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book
in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and
when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the
reat God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands.
hen they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the
round. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation.
hey gave the sense, so that the peogle understood the reading. And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they
heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of
the Lord is your strength.”

Psalm 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *
the {)udgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep dyour servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one
member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in
the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where
would the bod%/ be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet,
“I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members
are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do
not need this. But God has so arran%ed the body, giving the ﬁreater honor to
the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various Kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

Luke 4:14-21

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about
him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their
synago%ues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was
his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let the opﬁressed go free, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and
sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began
to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
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Announcements for January 26, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle The sanctuary candle this week is to thank God for
His guidance in the past year and for the annual meeting today. May God
continue to be gracious to St. Thomas’ and bless all the ministries we plan to
carry out in this New Year!

52 Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Zoom Bible Study Schedule:
/29 & 2/12, Wed, 6:30 pm: Bible Study Fellowship (Zoom); 2/5 & 2/19,
Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (Facebook). All are welcome!

(3) Chinese-language Congregations’ Lunar New Year Joint Gathering:
Sun, 2/9, 4:00 pm, at St. Thomas Church. There will be joint worship and
dinner. Bishop Taylor will be with us to share message. All are welcome!

Kf? Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 2/27, 7:15 pm.

| the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone

else interested is also welcome to join us. (Please note: A special BishOﬂfs

gon&mlgtee meeting will be held in the parish hall during the luncheon this
unday.

g5) Signup to Brinﬁ Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
unday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Doroth\é Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas gkdau 0228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672
Cantonese: Flora Chow 5 lorachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce White; (ZB) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie
Glb_son;§4 Daniel Adams: 2/5 Rosie & Bas Lin; (6) Dorothy & Mike
Smith; (f oger (leukemia) & Janis Ma?nuson'( ) Paul Owen; (9% Ben
Huang; (10) Edgar & Analou Fradejas; (11) Sally and her family; ( 25) %lan
Li (burn'injury); (13) Tonia and her family; S14) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl
Gonzales; 1_())5 Catherine Lee;, (17? Paula (Al’s wife); (18) Lili Tansiongco
and her family; (19) Mo Fennie’s 20) Flora

amily;
(health); (21) Jay Perito. Y
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