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“Encounter with the Holy Spirit”

1) How has the wise men’s visit to Baby Jesus inspired you in terms of your faith
journey?

2) What is the Rebirth Trilogy? Have you gone through them all? If not, what is
missing in yours?

3) What can we learn from Jesus through His baptism?

4) What are the keys to having a constant encounter with the Holy Spirit?

5) On a scale of 1-10 (weak-strong), how would you rate your relationship with the
Holy Spirit? If you’re not satisfied with it, what will you do to improve it?
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First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of our Lord, Year C
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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Readings for First Sunday after the Epiphany : The Baptism of our Lord, Year C
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

Isaiah 43:1-7

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by
name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you. For | am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for
you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and | love you,
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not
fear, for 1 am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and
from the west | will gather you; I will say to the north, "Give them up,"
and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and
my daughters from the end of the earth-- everyone who is called by my
name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made."

Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Acts 8:14-17

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”
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Announcements for January 12, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle The sanctuary candle this week is to give thanks for
the New Year as well as to pray for the people of this nation to be united in
peace and love.

52) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Zoom Bible Study Schedule:
/15 & 1/29, Wed, 6:30 pm: Bible Study Fellowship (Zoom); 1/22 & 2/5,
Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (Facebook). All are welcome!

(3) Taking Down Christmas Decorations in the Church: Sat, 1/18, 12:00
noon. We’ll have a light lunch in the parish hall together and then start to
work. All are invited!

(4) Collection of Personal Care/Clothing Items to be Given to East San
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless: Please drop the donated items in the
box near the church’s entrance, from today until January 19.

(5? Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 1/23, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone
else interested is also welcome to join us.

(6) Our Church’s Annual Meeting and Eucharist Service: Sun, 1/26, 10:00
am; during the meeting, we’ll elect three new Bishop’s Committee members,
one delegate and one alternate to the 2025 Digcesan Convention. (Qualified
voters/candidates at the annual meeting: Confirmed Communicants in Good
Standing for the past two months.) The deadline for submitting ministry
reports to Mo Fennie is 1/12.

g?) Sigmép to Brinﬁ Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
unday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(8) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas gkdam 0228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672
Cantonese: Flora Chow 5 lorachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(9) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce White; (ZB) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie
Glb_son;§4 Daniel Adams; @‘ Rosje & Bas Lim: 6) Dorothy & Mike
Smith; (7) Roger (leukemia) & Janis Ma?nuson'( ) Paul Owen; (9) Ben
Huang; (10) Edgar & Analou Fradejas; (11) Sally and her family; ( 25) %lan
Li (burn'injury); (13) Tonia and her family; S14) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl
Gonzales; 1_())5 Catherine Lee; (17? Paula (Al’s wife); (18) Lili Tansiongco
and her family; (19) Mo Fennie’s tamily; (20) Flora

s grandson Aaron
(health); (21) Jay Perito. 8
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