The Second Sunday after Christmas

Year C January 5, 2025
Praise Song: Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come........... Online Video
The Collect of the Day..........cuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee BCP 98
First LESSON ... Jeremiah 31:7-14
PSalm 84:1-8
SeCONA LESSON . cvviviii it eas Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Before Gospel: Alleluia
GOSPEI .. Matthew 2: 1-12
After Gospel: Alleluia
SEIMON ..ooiiiiiiiiiii The Rev. Fennie Chang
The Nicene Creed..........uuuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee s BCP 208
The Prayers of the People..............uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies Slide
THE PEACE..... . i BCP 210
Offertory Music: We Three Kings of Orient Are ................... Online Video
Offertory Hymn: I Surrender All ................cccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn, Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A............cccccuvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiinninnns BCP 211
SANCIUS ..., Slide
Proper Preface: Incarnation ...........ccccccieeiiiiiiiiieiccii e BCP 228
The LOrd’s Prayer............eueeiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieeeieeeineeeennnnes BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread ... BCP 214
CoOmMMUNION MUSIC:..vvieiuvieeiiieeeiiieeesiieessiee e e steeeestee e s e e sneeesneeesreeesnneeeas
Post-Communion Prayer ... BCP 216
Announcements
Thanksgivings & Anniversaries & Birthdays Prayers
Closing Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.................. Online Video
Blessing and Dismissal ..., BCP p.216
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“The New Year’s Gifts for Jesus”

1) Why is Jesus himself the best Christmas gift for each one of us?

2) What gifts did the wise men offer to Jesus? What meaning does each
of the gifts represent?

3) Is your heart a welcoming place for the Holy Child to be born? Why
or why not?

4) What gifts have you prepared to offer to Jesus this New Year? What
do they mean to Jesus?

5) How has today’s message inspired or impacted you? (Be specific.)
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Weekly Bible Reading Plan FiE554K:15
OT #54J: Gn &l 13-19; Neh JE 2-8
NT 3#&y: Mt K 12-18; Acts fE 12-18
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(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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The Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas Day, Year C

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who
humbled himself to share our humanity, you Son Jesus Christ; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for
the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save O Lord, your
{) é)le the remnant of Israel." See, [ am going to bring them from the
and of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among
them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a
great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and
with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of
water, in a stralight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become
a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord,
O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered
Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the
Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall
be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like
a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the
young woman rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be
merry. [ will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give
them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.

Psalm 84:1—8
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house!
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you!
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God;
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe.

Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him,
"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel."

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that [ may also go and pay
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
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Announcements for January 5, 2025

(1) Sanctuary Candle The sanctuary candle this week is to give thanks for the
New Year as well as to pray for the people of this nation to be united in peace
and love.

(2) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Zoom Bible Study Schedule:
1/8 & 1/22, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (Facebook); 1/15 & 1/29, Wed,
6:30 pm: Bible Study Fellowship (Zoom). All are welcome!

(3) Christmas Schedule:
1/8, Wed, 6:30 pm, New Year’s Thanksgiving Service on FB Live

(4) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thu, 1/23, 7:15 pm.
All the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone else
interested is also welcome to join us.

(5) Our Church’s Annual Meeting and Eucharist Service: Sun, 1/26, 10:00 am;
during the meeting, we’ll elect three new Bishop’s Committee members, one
delegate and one alternate to the 2025 Diocesan Convention. (Qualified
voters/candidates at the annual meeting: Confirmed Communicants in Good
Standing for the past two months.) The deadline for submitting ministry reports to

Mo Fennie is 1/12.

(6) Collection of Personal Care/Clothing Items to be Given to East San Gabriel
Valley Coalition for the Homeless: Please drop the donated items in the box near the
church’s entrance, from today until January 19.

(7) Sigmg!) to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
Sunday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of the
narthex. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(8) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42(@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(9) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You can
send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church, 15694
Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our church
\AﬁbSl}tﬁ: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for God’s
church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Joyce White; (2) Maury & his family; (3) Jackie
Gibson; (4}(Damel Adamsi\/{S) Rosie & Bas Lim; (6) Dorothy & Mike Smith; (7)
Roger (leukemia) & Janis Magnuson; (8) Paul Owen; (9) Ben Huang; (10) Edgar
& Analou Fradejas; (1 1? Sally and her family; g_l 2% Qian Li (burn i ury():; (]}3)
Tonia and her family; (14) Araceli Fradejas; (15) Caryl Gonzales; ﬂ 6) Catherine
Lee; (17) Paula (Al’s wife); (18) Lili Tansiongco and her family; (19) Mo
Fennie’s family; (20) Flora’s grandson Aaron (health); (21) Jay Perito.
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