Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 18

Year A September 10, 2023
Praise Song: I'm So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me................... Online Video
The Collect of the Day ........cccoovviiiieiiiese e BCP 117
FIFSt LESSON ... Exodus 12:1-14
PSAIM e 149
SECONA LESSON ..ot Romans 13:8-14
Before Gospel: The Greatest Thing (knowing You)................... Slide
GOSPEL .. Matthew 18:15-20
After Gospel: The Greatest Thing (loving YOU).........cccceevevvennene Slide
SEIMON ... The Rev. Fennie Chang
The NICeNe Creed ......oovv e BCP 208
The Prayers of the People ........cccoeiiiiiiieee Slide
ConfeSSION OF SIN....cciiiiiieiiee e BCP 210
THE PEACE ..o BCP 210
Offertory Music: His Strength Is Perfect..................... Online Video
Offertory Hymn: | Surrender All ............ccooooieiiiieii e Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A ... BCP 211
Proper Preface of PENtECOST .........c.covviiriiiiiiiececc s BCP 230
SANCIUS .ttt S 128
The Lord’s Prayer ........cocoveeiiiiiiieicsicse e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread ..........cccocooviiiiiiicicicc BCP 214
COMMUNION IMUSIC: <.t
POst-ComMmMUNION Prayer .........ccccovveiinineieienese e BCP 215
Announcements
Hymn: We Gather Together..........ccooevvveneiineniien, Online Video
Blessing and Dismissal .........cccoooviiiininininiiceeeee BCP 216
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Message Reflection for This Sunday
ZKEE[ E:u\‘ézu\

“Gathering in the House of the Lord”

1) Why do we gather in the House of the Lord every Sunday?
2) What is worthy of celebration in our Sunday worship?

3) What transformation may our Sunday worship bring about?
4) What does the Holy Communion remind us of?

5) Give a summary of the message today and its impact on you.
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 18, Year A
(10:00 am Holy Eucharist Service: English & Mandarin)
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Announcements for September 10, 2023

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to remember our
brother Yun- ané; YuarMTonla’s fa ert), who went to be with the Lord at
the age of 81 on Sep 6. May the comfort of the Lord be with his family.

gZ)Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Zoom Bible Study Schedule:
/13 & 9/27, Wed, 6:30 pm: Evenln%_Pra%/er (Facebook); 9/20 & 10/4,
Wed, 6:30 pm: Bible Study Fellowship (Zoom). All are welcome!

(3) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thurs, 9/28, 7:15 pm. All
the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone else
interested is also welcome to join us.

4) Signup to Bring Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00

unday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. We suggest that everything you brm(j; be pre-packed or
individually wrapped. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(5) St. Thomas’ Work Party: Sat, 10/7, 9:00 am, with lunch provided.
Please come back to church to help clean up our church to get ready for the
60" anniversary celebration. A cleanup checklist and the items you’re to
bring are posted in the e-newsletter and on the bulletin. All are invited!

(6) Celebration of St. Thomas’ 60" Anniversary: Sat, 10/21, 2:00 pm. A
celebration gathering will be held in the main sanctuary with Bishop Taylor
as our special speaker, followed by a reception on the patio and in the parish
hall. All are welcome!

(7) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Doroth?é Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas gkdau 0228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672
Cantonese: Flora Chow 5 lorachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(8) Please Continue to Give Generously to Support God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Re(}uest: For (1) Joyce White (skin cancer); (2) Maury & his

family; (3) Jackie Gibson; (4) Daniel Adams (eyes and kidneys); (5) Rosie
& Bas Lim; (6) Dorothy & Mike Smith; (7) Roger (leukemia) & Janis
Magnuson 1recovery from h(ljp surgery); (8? Paul Owen; (9) Ben Huang; (10)
Edgar, Analou & Karen Fradejas; (11) Sally and her _famlg/;_ (12) Qian Li

gburn injury); (13) Tonia and her family; (14) Araceli Fradejas (recovery
rom surgery); (15) Caryl Gonzales (broken ribs).
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Properl8, Year A

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always
resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never
forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Exodus 12:1-14

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month
of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for
each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or
from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall
slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it
raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs,
and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning;
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how
you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of
the LORD. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and |
will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:
I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it
as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Psalm 149
1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful
2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.
3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; *
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.
4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people *

and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *
let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat *
and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations *
and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains *
and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *
this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah!

Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You
shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when
we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said, "If another member of the church sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens
to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, | am there among them."
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