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Message Reflection for This Sunday
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“What Are You Looking For”:

1) What did John the Baptist mean by declaring that Jesus is “the Lamb
of God”?

2) How did John the Baptist know that Jesus is the Son of God? (Be
specific.)

3) In your opinion, what attracted the two disciples of John’s to stay
with Jesus?

4) Why did Jesus change Simon’s name to Cephas (translated Peter)?

5) As a follower of Jesus, what are you looking for?
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Announcements for January 15, 2023

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to remember our
beloved brother Moti Mansukhani, who went to be with the Lord on
Tuesday, Jan 10. He’ll be dearly missed. Please pray for God’s comfort and
peace to be with his family.

52) Wed Live-Streaming Evening Prayer/Zoom Bible Study Schedule:
/18 & 2/1, Wed, 6:30 pm: Bible Studl))/ Fellowship (Zoom); 1/25 & 2/8
Wed, 6:30 pm: Evening Prayer (Facebook). All are welcome!

(3) Collection of Personal Care/Clothing Items to be Given to East San
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless: Please drop the donated items in
the box near the church’s entrance, from today until this Sunday, January 15.

(4) Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thurs, 1/19, 7:15 pm. All
the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone else
interested is also welcome to join us.

(5) Our Church’s Annual Meeting: Sun, 1/29, 10:00 am; during the
meeting, we’ll elect three new Bishop’s Committee members, one delegate
and one alternate to the 2023 Diocesan Convention. (Qualified
voters/candidates at the annual meeting: Confirmed Communicants in Good
Standing for the past two months.) The deadline for submitting ministry
reports to Mo Fennie is this Sunday, 1/15.

(6) LA Diocese’s Chinese Congregations New Year’s Joint Gathering: 2/5,
Sunday, 4:00 pm, at St. Gabriel’s Church (133 E Graves Ave, Monterey
Park). All are welcome. For details, please contact Mo Fennie.

g) Signup to Brinﬁ Food for the Church’s Coffee Hour after the 10:00
unday Service: The sign-up sheet is posted on the window near the exit of
the narthex. Everything you bring needs to be pre-packed or individually
wrapped. Any questions, please ask Janice Lee.

(8) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During the
week, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothlz_ Smith (dorothe{smith t@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas gkdam 0228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(9) Please Continue to Give Generously to Sugport God’s Church: You
can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas Church,
15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online through our
church website: www.stthomashh.com. Thank you for your loving care for
God’s church!

Prayer Request: For (1) Moti’s _farni(ljy; (2) Joyce White; (3) Donna

Edwards; (4) Jackie Gibson; f\ﬁ) Daniel Adams (eyes and kidneys); (6) Rosie

& Bas Lim; (7) Dorothy & Mike Smith; 1(8) Roger Ma?nuson Ieukemlag;

EQJ Paul Owen; (10) Ben Huang; (11) Lili Tansiongco (blood pressure); (12)
gar & Analou: (13) Sally and her family.
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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany, Year A

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine
with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen,

Isaiah 49:1-7

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The
LORD called me before | was born, while | was in my mother's womb he
named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand
he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And
he said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified." But |
said, "I have labored in vain, | have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God." And
now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored
in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength — he says, "It
is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel; | will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth." Thus says the LORD, the
Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the
nations, the slave of rulers, "Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they
shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy
One of Israel, who has chosen you."

Psalm 40:1-12
1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog,

and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD.
4 Happy are those who make the LORD their trust,

who do not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods.
5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your
thoughts toward us; none can compare with you. Were 1 to proclaim and tell
of them, they would be more than can be counted.
6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
7 Then | said, "Here | am; in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8 1 delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”
9 1 have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation;

see, | have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD.
10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *

behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O LORD, you know.

11 Your righteousness have | not hidden in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;*
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great
congregation.

12 You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me;*
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | give thanks
to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech
and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

John 1:29-42

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom | said, “After me
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me." | myself did
not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might
be revealed to Israel." And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not know him, but
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, "He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'
And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God." The
next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and
saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said
to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?"
He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the
afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to
him, "We have found the Messiah"” (which is translated Anointed). He brought
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas™ (which is translated Peter).
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