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“Reflection on Palm Sunday”:

1) Why did Jesus ride a colt rather than a mighty war-horse to enter Jerusalem?

2) Why was it important for Jesus to find a colt that had never been ridden?

3) Why didn’t Jesus stay in Jerusalem after his triumphant entry but went out to
Bethany?

4) Why did those who shouted to Jesus “Hosanna in the highest” turn out to
cry “crucify Him” in less than a week?

5) Which part of the message today has inspired you most? Why?

6) What do you feel invited to do through the message today?
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The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, year B
(Live-Streaming: 10am Sunday Worship: English & Mandarin)
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Readings for The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, Year B

Liturgy of the Palms
Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there
a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
"Why are you doing this?" just say this, "The Lord needs it and will send it
back here immediately." They went away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to
them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" They told them what Jesus had
said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

"Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!™
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
aromfnd at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.

Collect

Almighty and ever living God, in your tender love for the human race you sent
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer
death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens
my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not
hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know
that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let
them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me
guilty?

Psalm 31:9-16
9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.
11 | have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
| am as useless as a broken pot.
13 For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14 But as for me, | have trusted in you, O Lord. *
I have said, “You are my God.
15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.”

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

The Passion Gospel is according to Mark 14:1-15:47.
It will be presented as a dramatic reading at the
conclusion of the service.
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Announcements for March 28, 2021

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is continue to give
thanks for the season of Lent as well as to pray for the renewal of our body,
mind and spirit.

(2) All In-Person Services or Gatherings at St. Thomas Suspended: There
IS no in-person worship or gathering at St. Thomas until further notice;
Sunday 10am worship is live-streamed from Facebook, and the Weekday
fellowshulo or meetings are also available through online streaming. For
details, please see Announcements (3), (4) & (5).

(3) Holy Week Live-Streaming Service Schedule:

Holy Monday, Mar 29—St. Thomas FB Live Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm
Holy Tuesday, Mar 30—St. Thomas FB Live Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm
Holy Wednesday, Mar 31—St. Thomas FB Live Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday, Apr 1—St. Thomas FB Live Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm
Good rldv Apr 2—St. Thomas FB Live Evening Prayer at 7:30 pm

The Great Vigil of Easter, Apr 3 (Sat)—Diocesan Joint Service at 8:00 pm
Easter, Apr 4—St. Thomas FB Live Bilingual Service at 10am

34} Wed Live- Streamm% Evening Prayer/Bible Study Schedule:

/14 & 4/28, 6:30 pm: Bible Study Fellowship (Zoom); 4/21 & 5/5, 6:30
pm: Evenlng Prayer (Facebook). All are welcome!

(Note No weekday meeting during the week of 4/5-4/9)

(5) April Bishop’s Committee Meeting on Zoom: Thurs, 4/22, 7:00 pm. All
the committee members are to be online for the meeting, and everyone else
interested is also welcome to join us.

(6) St. Thomas’ Pastoral Care Team Available to Support You: During this
time of lockdown, please feel free to contact Mo Fennie (626-274-3092;
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com) or the contact person of your group:

English: Dorothy Smith (dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com; 626-664-0037)
Filipino: Karen Fradejas (kdacillo228@yahoo.com; 909-815-4672)
Cantonese: Flora Chow (florachow42@gmail.com; 626-422-4724)
Mandarin: Sabrina Lin (lingchun@hotmail.com; 646-250-1125)

(7) Please Continue to Give Generously to Su _Iptport God’s Church:
You can send your personal check (made out to STEC) to St. Thomas
Church, 15694 Tetleg St., Hacienda Hts, CA 91745 or do it online
through our church website: www. stthomashh.com. Thank you for your
loving care for God’s church!

Prayer Request: For the healing of gr) Joyce White; gZ) Rosie & Bas Lim;
(3) Shirley Hovelsrud; (4) Jean & Tenbo Lo; L|Iy kldney& liver); (5)
Donna Edwards; (6) Jackle Gibson; (7? Lisa Zhang s family; (8) Pamela
Popalan (breast cancer); (9? Roel Dalida; (10) Daniel Ad%ms (eyes &
kidneys); (11) Caryl Gonzales; (12) Moti; (13) Marjolyn Vielma (breast
cancer); (14) Jim Wei’s garents ;(15) Dorothy Smlth (16) Roger Magnuson;
a7) Edgar radejas; (18) Sally and her family in China.
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