The Second Sunday in Lent

(The Confirmation Service)

Year A March 8, 2020
Entrance Hymn: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.. E522//C274
Opening AcCClamation ...........cccocvvevveieiiiere e BCP 262
The Collect of the Day .........cccocvvieiveie e BCP 102
FIrSt LESSON .t Genesis 12:1-4a
PSAIM .o 121
SECONd LESSON ..o Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Before Gospel : O How He Loves You and Me...........ccceeveiennene. Slide
GOSPEL ..t John 3:1-17
After Gospel : O How He Loves You and Me.........cccccevvvevennienene. Slide
SEIMON . The Rt. Rev. Diane J. Bruce
The Preparations for Confirmation will follow the sermon
The Presentation & Examination of the Candidate................. BCP 264
The Baptismal CoOVeNant...........ccccceveiininieniiieeeesc e BCP 265
Prayers for the Candidate.............cccoevveveeveiiieiicse e BCP 187
Confirmation
TRE PRACE ...ocvveeieeee e BCP 210
Offertory Anthem: | Believe.......... The Choir & Instrumental Group
Offertory Hymn: | Surrender All ............cooooveiieiiiicceee, Slide
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer C ........ccccccevvvievvevesiesnenn, BCP 219
SANCLUS ...vieeiieiieee et Slide
The Lord’s Prayer .........ccccovveiiiiiiiiiiiiciecsc e BCP 214
The Breaking of the Bread ............cccoocevvevievice e, BCP 214

Communion Hymn: My God, Thy Table Now Is Spread ... E321//C252

PoSt-COMMUNION PraYer .........cccoviieiieeieiie e se e see e BCP 216
Announcements _
Hymn: Thou, Whose Almighty Word .............c.ccocninnie. E401//C278
Blessing and Dismissal ..........ccccoceivieviiieiicceece e BCP 216
Date Preacher/ LEM Acolyte Reader/ Usher
Interpreter Prayer
3/8 _Bishop ) ) Roger
Bilingual | Diane Bruce/ Janis Janis Flora Chow | Magnuson
Joint Mo. Fennie | Magnuson Magnuson Milagros
Service Chang Fradejas
3/15 . , , , T
Bilingual | Mo. Fennie | Flora Chow Janis Mike Smith | Sabrina Lin
Service Chang Magnuson Roger
Magnuson

| 8 o’clock | 3/8

| 10am Joint Service | 3/15 | Maury Edwards
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Vicar’'s Wor Vg

Many people are wondering how they could remain calm and peaceful
amid the coronavirus chaos. As | mentioned in my message last Sunday, we
are to look beyond the circumstances for the guidance from God just as Jesus
did each time attacked by the devil.

I suggest that you begin and end each day with the Word of God and a
prayer for yourself and those whom you’re concerned about. This will enable
you to align your heart with that of our Lord Jesus so that you won’t be easily
distracted or frustrated by the ongoing turmoil. Meanwhile, keep yourself
closely connected with your sisters and brothers in Christ through prayers or
encouraging words, and continue to look out for one another by following the
guidelines or advice from CDC or other government agencies.

May this season of Lent become a great opportunity for us to walk closer
with the Lord daily for His presence, wisdom and comfort.
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Weekly Bible Reading Plan EEEKs 1=
OT E4Y: Ex H} 20-26; Jb{H 38-42; Prv & 1-2
NT 34: Lk 23-24; In 49 1-5; 2Cor #4#& 8-13; Gal fj 1

| B

Vicar /245

The Rev. Dr. Fennie Hsin-Fen Chang /3R 15 25 4% Eifi
hsinfenchang@hotmail.com

Assisting Priest/4 AT B B

The Rev. Ricardo Gonzales 3. 15 V) 4545 fifi
Rgonz2016@yahoo.com

Bishop's Warden/ & £: Mr. Roger Magnuson

Junior Warden/E||*£ £ : Ms. Dorothy dorothysmithpt@yahoo.com

Treasurer/84E: Ms. Janis Magnuson /BEE4E  Jmagnus745@yahoo.com

Music Coordinator/% 4% £ & : Ms. Evelina Fradejas evefrad@aol.com
Principal Accompanists /&) 5 & & :
Ms. Janice Lee /2= F VR IH Ik

Ms. Gigi Kwok/ Z[HESZ

Janlee01@gmail.com
wgchoo@yahoo.com

St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church
Hacienda Heights, California
mNEREAEESREE
15694 Tetley Street, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
Phone: 626.330.7649

Website 44 H : www.stthomashh.com
stthomashhca@gmail.com

The Second Sunday in Lent, Year A
(10:00 am Eucharist Joint Service: English & Mandarin)
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Bishop’s Visitation Sunday
& Confirmation
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Sunday Holy Eucharist Service I H EEEEFE:
8:00 am English Holy Eucharist JEEERR =FF
10:00am English & Mandarin (Bilingual) Holy Eucharist (Music)
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Readings for the Second Sunday in Lent, Year A

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who
have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Genesis 12:1-4a

The Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and
your father's house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you
a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went
with him.

Psalm 121

1 1 lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you
will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep;

5 The LORD himself watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil;
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth for evermore.

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the
scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but
where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it

depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of
all of us, as it is written, "'l have made you the father of many nations™)
-- in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

John 3:1-17

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, |
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above." Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be
born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, "You must be born from above.' The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who
is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things
be?" Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do
not understand these things?

"Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if |
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him."
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An Announcements for March 8, 2020

(1) Sanctuary Candle: The sanctuary candle this week is to give thanks for
Bishop Diane’s visitation today. May the Lord continue to bless her and all
her ministries in the diocese.

(2) The Loose Offering Today Designated for the Bishop Suffragan’s
Discretionary Fund: Let’s give generously today to support Bishop Diane’s
ministries in the diocese!

(3) Offering for Luncheon: Let’s thank Mo. Fennie for her contribution to
the luncheon today and wish her Happy Birthday. May God bless her with
peace and good health!

(4) Weekly Watchful Prayer Time: Weds, 5:00-7:00 pm. Please remember
to pray for the need of God’s church and His people during this period of
time wherever you are.

(5) March 2020 Important Dates:
3/19, Thu, 7:00 pm, Bishop’s Committee Meeting, in the meeting room.
3/24, Tue, 7:00 pm, Coronavirus Presentation by the LA County Dept of
Public Health, in the main sanctuary. All are welcome.

(6) Wednesday Soup Suppers in Lent: 3/11, 18, 25 & 4/1, 5:30 pm, there
will be a soup & bread supper in the parish hall, followed by an evening
prayer & spiritual meditation in the main sanctuary for repentance and
confession. (Those to prepare supper: Choir 3/11; Men’s Bible Study 3/18;
Bishop’s Committee 3/25; Mandarin Group 4/1) Any question, please ask
Mo. Fennie.

(7) Monthly Lay Eucharistic Visit: Next visit is scheduled for Sun, 3/15.
(8) Spiritual Formation (2): Spiritual Healing: Sat, 3/21-6/27, 2:00-
4:00 pm, in the parish hall. Mo. Fennie is leading this spiritual formation

class (in English) every other Saturday afternoon. For registration, please
contact Mo. Fennie.

(9) Signup for Offering the Church’s Luncheon 2020: Please sign up for
offering the luncheon after the Sunday service (esp. 4/12, 19, 26). The sign-
up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. Your offering can
be for your birthday, thanksgiving, or any anniversary. Any questions,
please ask Dorothy Smith.

Janie Huff (asthma); (3) Rosie & Bas Lim; (4) Freda Cheung; Shirley
Hovelsrud; (6) Jean & Tenbo Lo; (7) Donna Edwards (fall injury); (?3 Irene
& Richard Kubo; (9) Jackie Gibson; (10) Lisa Zhang’s family; (11) Pamela
PoEaIan (breast cancer%; 12) Belen & Roel Dalida; (13) Daniel Adams (eyes
& kidneys); (14) Caryl Gonzales; (15) Moti; (16) Marjolyn Vielma (breast
cancer); (17) Roger Magnuson (heart).

Prayer Rezuest: For the healing of (1& Joyce & Chuck White;(g) Jim &
S
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