Storage Requirements

State and local building and fire codes will apply to the installation and storage of compressed gases. The following information covers some of the major requirements for the storage of compressed gases.

· Store all cylinders in designated areas that are secured. 

· Flammable, toxic and Oxygen (or any Oxidizer) shall be separated from each other by a distance of at least 20 feet, or by an non-combustible barrier at least 5 feet high having a fire resistance rating of at least one-half hour. Inert gases (Argon, Nitrogen, Helium, Carbon Dioxide), since they are chemically inert and compatible with all other gases, may be used within the separation distance. 

· Outdoor storage shall be kept clear of dry vegetation and combustible materials for a minimum distance of 15 feet. 

· Cylinders stored outside shall not be placed on the ground (earth) or on surfaces where water can accumulate. 

· Storage areas shall be provided with physical protection from vehicle damage. 

· Do not store cylinders near elevators, truck loading platforms, gangways, or under operating cranes, or other areas where they can be damaged by falling objects. 

· Cylinders shall not be exposed to temperatures in excess of 125F. 

· Smoking and open flames shall not be permitted in Oxygen and flammable gas storage areas or within 20 feet of such areas. 

· Observe local codes limits set for the storage of flammable gases in buildings 

