
The 3-paragraph quote derives from an article titled Three of the Most Viral Claims About the 

Coronavirus Are Fake posted on the Mother Jones website by: 
 

  

Will Peischel 

 

“Some stories reported that Chinese doctors have discovered a cure for the coronavirus in a class 

of HIV drugs called protease inhibitors. Reuters reported that an HIV medication was being tested to 

treat coronavirus symptoms, but that is a far cry from any kind of cure. But then the story escalated and 

dubious publications like the New York Times Post and the UK-based tabloid the Express carried this 

claim further, saying that an HIV “wonder drug” called Nelfinavir was being used according to the 

Express, “‘somewhat successfully’ to tackle coronavirus.” Nelfinavir was not one of the HIV medications 

that was being tested, according to Reuters. Nonetheless, the internet seized on the information.   

Even though these publications are far from the mainstream, both of the articles supported their 

stories with apparent insights from experts in the field. One of them was Dr. Michael Mina, an 

epidemiologist and assistant professor at Harvard School of Public Health. The Express article said he 

“revealed experts…are using protease inhibitors ‘somewhat successfully’ to tackle coronavirus.”  I called 

Dr. Mina to find out more about this research to see how his work squares with other stories about 

possible coronavirus treatments mentioned in other articles. 

First of all, Dr. Mina was surprised to see that he had been quoted as one of the sources for this 

information, since he knows that the coronavirus has no confirmed cure. In fact, during a recent 

conversation with a reporter at WebMD, he explicitly discussed what he described as the 

“unsubstantiated claims on Twitter that [protease inhibitors] were being used.” Protease inhibitors may 

have been used to treat SARS, a related but distinct illness, he says, but there is no evidence that these 

could be used for the coronavirus.” 

 

…Verity Response 

 Naturally, the same location where the disease was released is the same medical facility 

that had the vaccine all along in order to get rich. We don’t know if we have the correct 

perpetrators involved in the Big Pharma scam yet, but this article may prove. in a month’s, time 

or so, to identify the cure – Nelfinavir.  – S.P. 

https://www.motherjones.com/author/will-peischel/

