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Summary. Pecan [ Carya illinoinensis 
(Wangenh. K. Koch)] soils in the arid 
western United States are characteristi­
cally high in pH, calcareous, and often 
saline or sodic. Economic production, 
when trees are grown in such soils, 
requires that growers pay particular 
attention to managing soil chemistry to 
avoid nutrient deficiencies, toxicities, or 
water deficits due to soil structural 
deterioration. Soil-applied acidulents, 
calcium-containing compounds, and water 
management are used by growers to 
manage high pH problems, sodic soil 
conditions, and salinity. 

D
epending on species, optimal 
growth and production of most 
tree fruit and nut crops occurs 
when soil pH is 5.5 to 7,0, as 
measured in a saturated soil paste, 

Within this pH range, exchangeable metals such 
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