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This non-fiction title is written directly to the author’s fifteen year old son, Samori. It 
discusses in great detail the difficulties of growing up as a black man in this country and the fears 
parents have for their children. The novel includes many important themes such as the American 
dream and enslavement as a foundation, autonomy, the destruction of black bodies, and how 
struggling in these aspects built up black culture and values.  

Between the World and Me is a nonfiction novel. Written in three different parts, the 
book doesn't specifically have a narrative, but rather is a collection of the father’s thoughts on his 
life and various events that had occurred. He describes his childhood, growing up in West 
Baltimore and eventually attending Howard University. The brutal police murder of Prince Jones 
served as a turning point in the novel where the author begins to write about the horrors of police 
brutality. 

I would recommend this book to anyone over 13. However the format, not being in a 
narrative format might be confusing or boring to people who prefer narratives. This novel would 
be a great gift but can also be enjoyed borrowed from the liberty. Overall, this novel was an 
extremely interesting read. I would even argue, it is essential to read. Listening to a person of 
color discuss their unique experience in life was a very fulfilling experience.   
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