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A message from the President. . .  
 

Dear Members, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and enjoyed a peaceful feast with families and 
friends. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for helping with 
our thanksgiving buffet this past month. It was 
wonderful with lots of good food and fun. A spe-
cial thank you for Allen for cooking the turkey 
perfectly! 
 
Thank everyone for the demos: Allen and Roz 
with the ring inlay techniques and Helen and 
Gretchen for the resin art demo. Both are things 
I’d like to give a try in the future. 
 
We’re planning on another buffet for the Christ-
mas season and there should be another sign-up 
list circulating shortly. Also, we’ll have a Yankee 
swap/white elephant/gift exchange as well. If you 
want to participate, bring a wrapped gift (around 
$25 and Gem/Mineral themed or other). 
 
As we head into 2026, let’s start looking toward 
our upcoming show and ways to increase and 
maintain our membership. 
 
To all our new members and visitors that attended, 
welcome, I hope we’ll see more of you in the fu-
ture! 
Hope to see everyone on the 20th! 

Sincerely,  

President Peter M.   

 

       Christmas Party 
 

            December 20,  2025 

 
                               

    Starts at 11am          Lunch at Noon 

 

Doors open at 9 am for setup  

 

           Please bring a covered dish 

 

                  We need volunteers  

 

 Volunteers needed to help setup       

the room and to cleanup.  

 

 
To Play . . .just bring a gift   

.  

                 “Dirty Santa”  
      

          Bring a gift valued at $25.00  

            “ Lapidary related items” 
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           Notes from the editor . . . 
Meeting:  December 20, 2025 at 9am              
Herbert Wilson Recreational Center  
Bring a dish  
 
Your November minutes will be printed 
in the January 2026 Newsletter as we 
are not having a meeting this month. 
We will only be installing our 2026 
Board elect. 
 
  

Gems of the Month:   
December: Zircon, Tanzanite, &       
Turquoise 
 
 

 

2025 Workshop Instructors         
needed— Book now . . .  

Please Contact Workshop Chairman, 
Shirley at 228-594–9673 

Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society  

Newly Elected 2026 Board 

The Board will be sworn in at our December 
Christmas Party on December 20, 2025. 
Please welcome our new Board members.  

   President             -     Peter M. 
   Vice president     -     Lisa F. 
   Secretary             -     Sheryl 
   Treasurer             -     Nicole G.     
   Director               -     Beverly B. 

Thought of the Day . . . 

 Happy Birthday 
  

       Dan Boudreaux     
 
  Cody C.         Doris E.  
 
  Niccola H.     Peter M.     
     

        Happy                                
    Anniversary    
          

  Bernadette B. 
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Smart Solutions for Your Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

 www. bradsmithjewelry.com 
Articles are copyrighted by Brad Smith  

Making jewelry involves a multitude of skills, intricate hand work, and a lot of problem solving.                      
In this series Books in this series help to::   

>Broaden your metalworking skills     
  >Improve productivity at the bench 
 >Save money on tools and supplies 

You'll find hundreds of low cost and really practical tips and techniques that the author uses in                       
his work and teaches in his classes and workshops. 
 

            Bench Tips from Brad  
 

AVOIDING SOLDER LINES         

        
After finishing a soldered joint on say a bezel, have you ever seen it reappear  
after you've soldered the bezel to a base plate?  What's happening is that every 
time you heat a soldered piece to the temperature where solder flows, the liquid 
solder seeps a little more into the surrounding metal. This leaves a small furrow 
where the solder had been sanded off flush at the joint. To get rid of the furrow, 
you have to re-sand the joint area down to the bottom of the furrow. 
 
To avoid this when I have another soldering operation to follow, I try to leave a 
little extra solder on my joints.  For instance, when trimming off excess base 
plate from around a bezel, I leave a paper thickness of excess plate material 
whenever possible until I'm done with  
all soldering. 
 
Of course, this isn't always possible as when a soldering operation will prevent 
you from gaining access to an area for final sanding and polishing.  Coating the 
finished solder joint with ochre seems to help 
a bit but is not a complete solution. 
 

 

    

 
  Available  

   now on  
 Amazon 

http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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    American Federation News            Southeast Federation News   

 

                      A.L.A.A.  
Have you joined the American Lands Access Asso-
ciation (ALAA)?  Help is needed. Please volunteer! 
 
The organization was founded to promote and ensure 
the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational 
prospecting and mining, and the use of public and 
private lands for educational and recreational purpos-
es and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regula-
tors and public land managers.  
 
Individual dues are $25 per year; clubs $50 per year.  
 
A quarterly newsletter is sent to all members.  
For more information,  
Visit http://amlands.org 

 
Doug True, President 

 

A.F.M.S. Newsletter 

 Subscriptions are $5.00 per year 
 

         Checks should be made payable to “AFMS” 
AFMS Central Office 

Cheryl Nearly 
42 Jefferson Avenue 

Patchogue, NY 11772-1008 
 

Centraloffice.amfed@gmail.com PH: 516-449-5341 

AFMS 2025 Annual Convention  
 

 TBA 
                

S.F.M.S. Newsletter 

Subscription to Lodestar is FREE electronically    

   Email: sfms.lodestar@gmail.com  Or             

Editor: Cindy Reed 
Can be read online:   

 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 
 

www.amfed.org   

SFMS 2025 Annual Convention  
 

TBA 
 

Live Oak,  FL 

    William Holland School of Lapidary Arts  
                          706-379-2126 
 

       Register Now at:                   
         www.lapidaryschoolregistration.org  
 

    Federation Week  TBA   
                

        Classes are subject to change 

                WILDACRES RETREAT          
                         828-756-4573 
 

Website @www.wildscres.org 

      registrarwildacres@gmail.com Claudia Erwin 
 

When scheduling keep in mind, workshops are 
subjected to change without notice.  
 

 Please check the website for changes. 
 

Federation Weeks   TBA 
      

      2nd Week   TBA 

       Dixie Mineral Council  
 
For a monthly list of field 
trips, visit their website.   
                   

                     Members Only 
 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 

 Other Interests:         International Society of Glass Blowers            Website: www.isgb.org                                                       

Visit site if you like Lampworking   

       Nearby Gem Societies  
 

  Ms. Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society 

       www.mgcgms.com    
  Meeting: 2nd Saturday of the month 
 

  Mobile Rock and Gem Society 

  www.mobilerockandgem.com  

  Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 

  Gem & Mineral Society of Louisiana 

  Meeting: 2nd Monday of the month 

  Contact: Levette @ 504-214-3205 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html
http://www.isgb.org
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 Officers  2025 
 

President  -  Peter Mastroianna    h1ghspeed@mac.com 
Vice President  - Lisa Fitch    lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
Secretary -  Sheryl Rogers                     sdr@frslaw.com  

Treasurer  -  Nicole Green          nfouasnon@gmail.com 

Directors    
Reba Shotts (3 yr.)     Buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net   

Jina Martin  (2 yr.)                jinamartin@hotmail.com 

Sue West  (1 yr.)                     msuewest@bellsouth.net 

                         Committee Members 
 
Show Chairman                         
Helen Daniels                        Helen.daniel@gmail.com 

Workshop Chairman                   
Shirley Robinson               msrobinson2u@icloud.com 

Equipment Chairmen 
Cindy Braden                                      228-243-2665     
Field Trip Chairman                 
Sharon Greer                       3catsgreer@bellsouth.net        
Librarian Chairman                                            
Sue West                             msuewest@bellsouth.net 
Newsletter Editor                        
Lisa Fitch                         lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

Facebook Chairman   
Laura Tate                     wanderingmsrn@gmail.com 

Sunshine                   
Sheryl Rogers                                     sdr@frslaw.com  
Webmaster Chairman                                 
Leslie Jancovich                     ljancovich@gmail.com 
Assistant Webmaster 
Nicole Green                            nfouasnon@gmail.com 
   

    
Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies  
 

Mississippi State Director  
Peter Mastroianna                              609-367–3489 
 
 

 

  

 

   

  Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Information  

Copyright 2024 Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Newsletter known as Gulfport Gems. All rights reserved. Especially those items that are      

specifically copyrighted by their authors. Unless otherwise credited, articles are by the editor.  

        Articles and minutes are due by the last day of each month 

 
 

                     Newsletter Editor 
                              
                               Lisa Fitch 
              Submit newsletter articles to:               

                  lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

 

Meetings / Workshops   
      

     Herbert Wilson Recreational  Center  

3625 Hancock Avenue  

Gulfport, Ms. 39501 
 

3rd Saturday of each month  
     

     9 am  - 12 pm        Workshop 
      

             12 pm  -  1 pm          Lunch 
 

               1 pm  -  2 pm          Meeting  
 

    

Directions:   Coming from Pass Road or Hwy. 90 

turn on Courthouse Road.  

Turn next to Hancock Bank on 33rd Street until you 

reach Hancock Street. Look to your left and you 

will see the Herbert Wilson Recreational Center. 

We are on the left side of building thru the gates.  
    

   Come for fun . . . Stay to play! 
 

Visit our Website and Facebook page: 

 www.gulfportgems.org  or                                       

https://www.facebook.com/gulfportgems 

2025 MEETING DATES 
  

 Jan  18th         May   17th & 18th  

 Feb 15th         June  21st         Sept  20th 

 Mar 15th        July   19th         Oct  18th 

 Apr 19h         Aug   16th         Nov 15th 
                       

               Dec 20th  
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   Contact Our Treasurer: Nicole Green  (228) 344-8066  Email: nfouasnon@gmail.com 

 

Our goal is to promote, educate and stimulate interest in the earth sciences and lapidary arts context. 
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12/13-14/2025—FRANKLIN, TN: Mid-Tennessee Gem & Mineral Society, Inc: Ag Expo Park, 4215 Long 
Lane • Franklin, TN 37064 20 Miles South of Nashville; I-65, Exit 61; Sat. 9-6, Sun 10 -5, Admission: 
Adults, $6.00 (2-Day Pass, $10.00) • Students 18 & under, $1.00 Children under 12 with adult, FREE • 
Scouts in uniform, FREE. Free Parking Website: http://www.mtgms.org/show.htm 

3/6-3/8/2025—LIVE OAK, FL: Annual Federation Rockhound Roundup; Southeast Federation of Miner-

alogical Societies ; Suwannee River Music Park, 3076 95th Drive; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-4; Free; SFMS 

Member vendors from seven states: FL, GA, TN, MS, NC, SC, AL. Rough rock, slabs, jewelry, cabs, min-

erals, fossils and more; contact Jason Hamilton, Email: president@southeastfed.org; Website: Southeast-

fed.org 

 

 

AKS GEM SHOW  Presents  New Orleans Bead & Jewelry Show 
 

Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd., Kenner, La. 70065  
 

Admission Fee $5.00 Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-6pm / Sun 10am-4pm  Phone: 504-265-8830 
Email info@aksshow.com with inquiries  

 Visit website www.aksshow.com and GET A COUPON FOR $1.OO OFF Admission  

2025    Jan. 10, 11, & 12    March 14, 15 , & 16    June 27, 28, & 29                                                       

Sept 5 & 6      November 14, 15, & 16          

  FOR  A COMPLETE LIST OF SHOWS VISIT - amfed.org 

mailto:info@aksshow.com


 

January 18 

September  20 

May 17 

February  15 March 15 April 19 

August 16 July 19 June  21 

December 20 November 15 October  18 

  Cellini Spiral  Christmas       
               Ornament 

By Leslie J. Cancel 
 

Zip Tie Bracelets 
              Sue S. 

Viking Knit 
By Julie B. 

 
Cellini Spiral  Christmas       
               Ornament 

By Leslie J. 
 
 

Happy Valentines 
February 14th 

Kumihimo  
By Nicole G. 

  

 
 

  Mardi Gras 
             March 4 

 
      St. Patrick’s Day     

17th 

 
 

 
     

 
 

 

 
 

 

      
 

Happy 4th  

 

Wired Earrings 
               By Sue W.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

        Happy Easter 
      April 20 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
Introduction to resin     

By Peter / Helen                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

Program  - 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 
        

 
     

Gulfport Gems, Editor  

P O Box 10136  

Gulfport, MS 39505  

Address Service Requested 
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    S H O W 
  17th & 18th 

Chainmaille Rose Ring 
By Lynn / Laura 

 
 
 

Program  -  

 Program  - Tiffany 

method soldering  
By Roz     
 

2nd  - Unfinished 

Projects  
   

              Spiders 
             By Sue S, 
      
       Framed Pendant 
              By Sue W. 
 
 

      

 
 

     Wire Weave Cuff                                                                                                              
       By Julie & Reba 
 

**Class Full** 

 
    Unfinished Projects 

 
Chunky Spiral Bracelet                                                                                                       
          By Shirley & Leslie 

 
        
 
Program  -  None 

  Happy Halloween 

                 


