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          Website: www.gulfportgems.org 

           Notes from the editor . . . 
Meeting: January 20th, 2024 at 9am              
Herbert Wilson Recreational Center  
Potluck lunch . . . Bring a dish  
 
Door Prizes: Please bring a door prize 
to donate. See Cindy Braden  
   

Gems of the Month: Amethyst 
 

Show & Tell: Any Amethyst to share 
with the club, Please bring. 
 

Workshops: Julie B.  -  Viking Knit, 
kits available $5.00—$10.00 
 

Program: Lisa F.— Scholarships 
 
2024 Workshop Instructors needed. . .  
 

Please Contact Workshop Chairman, 
Shirley at 228-594–9673 

Msrobinson2u@icloud.com 
 

 

 

New Members: Let’s welcome our 
newest members. Olivia & Michael 
Woods along with 4 junior mem-
bers are Liberty Woods, Jackson, 
Andrew and Noah Estrade. 

Please continue to check our website 
and Facebook pages for updates. 

        Workshops are posted on both. 

             www.gulfportgems.org 

 www.facebook.com/gulfportgems  

 

A message from the President. . .  
 

Dear Members,      

If any members are interested in helping to 
chair a committee or join an existing one, 
please let me know. There is always room for 
members to participate in club activities.  
 
We will be discussing our upcoming show 
where we will need a lot of volunteers. It’s our 
only fundraiser for the year which financially 
supports the club and helps us provide schol-
arships to members. So your help is greatly 
needed. Besides, it’s a lot of fun too. 
 
Please review the scholarship rules on the 
next page.  
 
See you all on Saturday, February 17th. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

President  Allan Elliott    

    

       Board Meeting this Saturday 
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Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society 

January 20, 2024 
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Birthdays: 

Janet Burgess 
 Gladys Dedeaux 

 Violet Fitch  
 Clay Tate 

 

        Happy  
      Anniversary 

                   Brian  & Lisa  Fitch                       
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Workshop Chairman:                                                                                                

 msrobinson2u@icloud.com                                                                                                                                

WORKSHOPS  

      February 17, 2024 
Shirley Robinson 

228-594-9673 

                                         January’s Workshop  

            Viking Knit 
               By Julie Boudreaux                                  
           Kits Available $5.00—$10.00                                                                
                                                                                                                                             

                 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                       Cabbing Workshops 
 
 

                   If you are interested in cabbing we have instructors available to teach you.  
                   Time may be limited if other members are waiting to use the machines. 

 
 $3.00 per Day for equipment usage 

 
 Must be a member (waiver on file) 

 
 Guest not allowed to use equipment 

 

              Contact Equipment Chairman                    Cindy Braden  -  228-243-2665 

Material List: 

6 yards      26 ga. Copper Wire 
6 –12”       18-20 ga. Copper Wire  
End caps 
Lobster Clasp 
Dowel 

 

Program 

 

Scholarships 

 

By Lisa Fitch 
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                              FACTS 
        Wedding Anniversaries—6th & 17th 

• Mineral: Quartz 

• Chemistry: SiO2 

• Color: Purple 

• Refractive Index: 1.544 to 1.553 

• Birefringence: 0.009 

• Specific Gravity: 2.66 

• Mohs Hardness: 7 
 
The name comes from the Ancient Greek, derived 
from the word “methustos,” which means 
“intoxicated.” Ancient wearers believed the gem-
stone could protect them from drunkenness. The ma-
jor sources are Brazil and Uruguay. 
 
 

Amethyst is composed of quartz, which is the second 
most abundant material found in the Earth’s crust. Its 
gets its color from irradiation, iron impurities and the 
presence of trace elements. Its hardness is the same 
as other quartz, which makes it a durable and lasting 
option for jewelry. It’s the gem that’s most common-
ly associated with the color purple, even though there 
are other purple gems such as sapphire and tanzanite.  
 
 

Amethyst’s purple color can range from a light lilac 
to a deep, intense royal purple, and from brownish to 
vivid. Its purple color can be cool and bluish, or a 
reddish purple that’s sometimes referred to as 
“raspberry.” Amethyst also commonly shows color 
zoning, which in the case of amethyst usually con-
sists of angular zones of darker to lighter color. 
 

History & Lore:   
 
Throughout history, the gemstone has been associat-
ed with many myths, legends, religions, and numer-
ous cultures. English regalia were even decorated 
with amethysts during the Middle Ages to symbolize 
royalty. Amethyst jewelry has been found and dated 
as early as 2000 BC. It is one of the emblems of the 
twelve apostles.  
 
Fine amethysts have been set in religious jewelry and 
royal crown jewels for ages. It was once considered 
equal in value to ruby, emerald, and sapphire. It’s no 
wonder that fine amethyst adorns 
the fingers of bishops as well as 
the coronation regalia of British 
royalty.  

Because of its wine-like color, early Greek legends asso-
ciated amethyst with Bacchus, the god of wine. Other 
legends reflected beliefs that amethyst kept its wearer 
clear-headed and quick-witted in battle and in business 
affairs. Being associated with wine, it was believed that 
wearing amethyst prevented drunkenness. It was com-
mon the Greeks drank from cups designed with Ame-
thyst. 
 

 

Leonard da Vinci said that amethyst helps to quicken 
intelligence and get rid of evil thoughts. Other qualities 
like peace, stability, courage and strength are said to be 
derived from this gemstone. 
 

Amethyst played a big role in early Egyptian civiliza-

tion. It was very common for pharaohs tombs to be 
adorned by the gemstone.  Historians believe that wealth 
was experienced by Egypt at one point with the proof 

they have found in the tombs of that time period. When 
the country became very wealthy, the royalty of the 
country gave gifts of both Amethyst and gold to many of 

the families from the middle and working classes.  

The British Crown Jewels consist of Amethyst. It is also 
said to have been the favorite gemstone of Russian em-
press, Catherine the Great. Egyptian pharaoh Cleopatra 
had an Amethyst ring which was believed to capture the 
hearts Julius Caesar and Marc Anthony, who were both 
Romans. After this happened, many Roman women be-
gan wearing Amethyst jewelry because they thought that 
it would help keep their husbands faithful. 
 

Greece being known to be the first civilization to have 

recognized Amethyst, the gemstone actually does date 
back to biblical times. According to the Bible, there 
were twelve gemstones that on the breastplate that was 

worn by High Priest Aaron with Amethyst being one of 
them. Amethyst is also associated with both the Apostle 
Matthias and the Adnachiel, a Guardian Angel. Clergy 

members in the Catholic religion wore Amethyst and 
also used it for the adornment of the crosses. In the Bud-
dhist religion Amethyst is believed to have been of sig-

nificant meaning to Buddha. This is why malas, 
(Buddhist prayer beads) often contain Amethyst. In both 
the Buddhist and Catholic religions, the gemstone was 

believed to be representative of celibacy. 

 Amethyst 

Sources: gia.edu, amethystring.com, americangemsociety.com, Wikipe-
dia, Palagems.com, toptenz.com, minerals.net, the practicalgemolo-

gist.com/gemstones, gemselect.com, birthstones.today     
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    American Federation News            Southeast Federation News   

 

                      A.L.A.A.  
Have you joined the American Lands Access Asso-
ciation (ALAA)?  Help is needed. Please volunteer! 
 
The organization was founded to promote and ensure 
the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational 
prospecting and mining, and the use of public and 
private lands for educational and recreational purpos-
es and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regula-
tors and public land managers.  
 
Individual dues are $25 per year; clubs $50 per year.  
 
A quarterly newsletter is sent to all members.  
For more information,  
Visit http://amlands.org 

 
Doug True, President 

 

A.F.M.S. Newsletter 

 Subscriptions are $5.00 per year 
 

         Checks should be made payable to “AFMS” 
AFMS Central Office 

Cheryl Nearly 
42 Jefferson Avenue 

Patchogue, NY 11772-1008 
 

Centraloffice.amfed@gmail.com PH: 516-449-5341 

AFMS 2024 Annual Convention  
 

 TBA 
                

S.F.M.S. Newsletter 

Subscription to Lodestar is FREE electronically    

   Email: sfms.lodestar@gmail.com  Or             

Editor: Cindy Reed 
Can be read online:   

 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 
 

www.amfed.org   

SFMS 2024 Annual Convention  
 

March 1-3, 2024 
 

Live Oak,  FL 

    William Holland School of Lapidary Arts  
                          706-379-2126 
 

       Register Now at:                   
         www.lapidaryschoolregistration.org  
 

    Federation Week  Jun 2  -  8, 2024   
                

        Classes are subject to change 

                WILDACRES RETREAT          
                         828-756-4573 
 

Website @www.wildscres.org 

      registrarwildacres@gmail.com Claudia Erwin 
 

When scheduling keep in mind, workshops are 
subjected to change without notice.  
 

 Please check the website for changes. 
 

Federation Weeks August 4th  - 20th 
      

      2nd Week   September 11th  -17th 

       Dixie Mineral Council  
 
For a monthly list of field 
trips, visit their website.   
                   

                     Members Only 
 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 

 Other Interests:         International Society of Glass Blowers            Website: www.isgb.org                                                       

Visit site if you like Lampworking   

       Nearby Gem Societies  
 

  Ms. Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society 

       www.mgcgms.com    
  Meeting: 2nd Saturday of the month 
 

  Mobile Rock and Gem Society 

  www.mobilerockandgem.com  

  Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 

  Gem & Mineral Society of Louisiana 

  Meeting: 2nd Monday of the month 

  Contact: Levette @ 504-214-3205 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html
http://www.isgb.org
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2/24/2024—LAKELAND, FL: Annual show; Bone Valley GM&FS; First Presbyterian Church of 
Lakeland, 175 Lake Hollingsworth Dr, Lakeland, FL 33801 ; Sat. 9-4:30; $3 Adults, Children 
under 18 and teachers Free; contact Jim Reed, (863) 255-0651; Email: 
BoneValley.info@gmail.com; Website: www.bonevalley.net/ 
 
3/1-3/2024—LARGO, FLORIDA: Annual show; Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. of St 
Petersburg, FL; Largo Event Center, 6340 126th Ave N. Largo, FL 33773; 10-5 All 3 days; Adult 
$6, Under 12 Free - Good for all three days; Free parking and food service on site ; contact 
sgamsdealerchair@gmail.com; Website: sgams.com 
 
3/1-3/2024—LIVE OAK, FL: Annual Federation Rockhound Roundup; Southeast Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies ; Suwannee River Music Park, 3076 95th Drive; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 
9-4; Free; SFMS Member vendors from seven states: FL, GA, TN, MS, NC, SC, AL. Rough rock, 
slabs, jewelry, cabs, minerals, fossils and more; contact Jerri Heer, 9016 122nd Ave, Tampa, FL 
33637, (419) 344-9999; Email: jheerx6@aol.com; Website: Southeastfed.org 

  FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF SHOWS VISIT - amfed.org 

 
AKS GEM SHOW  Presents  New Orleans Bead & Jewelry Show 

 

Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd., Kenner, La. 70065  
 

Admission Fee $5.00 Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-6pm / Sun 10am-4pm  Phone: 504-265-8830 
Email info@aksshow.com with inquiries  

 Visit website www.aksshow.com and GET A COUPON FOR $1.OO OFF Admission  

      Jan. 5,6,&7   April 12,13, & 14    July 19, 20, & 21   Sept 6,7,& 8  November 1,2,& 3 

 

mailto:info@aksshow.com
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 Officers  2024 
 

President  -  Allan Elliott  Allan.K.Elliott@gmail.com 
Vice President  - Lisa Fitch    lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
Secretary -  Sheryl Rogers                     sdr@frslaw.com  

Treasurer  -  Nicole Green          nfouasnon@gmail.com 

Directors    
Sharon Greer  (3 yr.)               3catsgreer@bellsouth.net   

Reba Shotts (2 yr.)     Buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net   

Jina Martin  (1 yr.)                jinamartin@hotmail.com 

                         Committee Members 
 
 

Workshop & Facebook Chairman                   
Shirley Robinson               msrobinson2u@icloud.com 

Equipment Chairmen 
Cindy Braden                                      228-243-2665     
Field Trip Chairman                 
Sharon Greer                       3catsgreer@bellsouth.net        
Librarian Chairman                                            
Sue West                             msuewest@bellsouth.net 
Newsletter Editor                        
Lisa Fitch                         lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
Sunshine  &  Hospitality Chairman                 
Sue West                             msuewest@bellsouth.net 
Show Chairs                            
Allan Elliott                   Allan.K.Elliott@gmail.com                      
Nicole Green                           nfouasnon@gmail.com            
Webmaster  & Workshop Chairman                                 
Leslie Jancovich                     ljancovich@gmail.com 
Assistant Webmaster 
Nicole Green                            nfouasnon@gmail.com 
   

   Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies  
 

Ms. State Director , Parliamentarian & Boundaries  
Leslie Lane                                          601-344-8171 

Past President  SFMS 
John Wright                            osjbw@cableone.com 

 

  

 

   

  Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Information  

Copyright 2023 Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Newsletter known as Gulfport Gems. All rights reserved. Especially those items that are      

specifically copyrighted by their authors. Unless otherwise credited, articles are by the editor.  

        Articles and minutes are due by the last day of each month 

 
 

                     Newsletter Editor 
                              
                               Lisa Fitch 
              Submit newsletter articles to:               

                  lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

 

Meetings / Workshops   
      

     Herbert Wilson Recreational  Center  

3625 Hancock Avenue  

Gulfport, Ms. 39501 
 

3rd Saturday of each month  
     

     9 am  - 12 pm        Workshop 
      

             12 pm  -  1 pm          Lunch 
 

               1 pm  -  2 pm          Meeting  
 

    

Directions:   Coming from Pass Road or Hwy. 90 

turn on Courthouse Road.  

Turn next to Hancock Bank on 33rd Street until you 

reach Hancock Street. Look to your left and you 

will see the Herbert Wilson Recreational Center. 

We are on the left side of building thru the gates.  
    

   Come for fun . . . Stay to play! 
 

Visit our Website and Facebook page: 

 www.gulfportgems.org  or                                       

https://www.facebook.com/gulfportgems 

2024 MEETING DATES 
  

 Jan  20th         May   18th & 19th  

 Feb 17th         June 15th          Sept 21st 

 Mar 16th        July   20th         Oct  19th 

 Apr 20th        Aug   17th         Nov 16th 
                       

               Dec 21st  
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   Contact Our Treasurer: Nicole Green  (228) 344-8066  Email: nfouasnon@gmail.com 

 

Our goal is to promote, educate and stimulate interest in the earth sciences and lapidary arts context. 
 



 

January 20 

September  21 

May 18 

February 17 March 16 April 20 

August 17 July 20 June 15 

December 21 November 16 October  19 

 Victorian Bracelet 

      By Sue West 

 

Program  - Cindy B. 

Equipment / Waiver 
 

 
 
 
 
Happy New Years 

Viking Knit 
By Julie B. 

 
Program  - Lisa F.     

    Scholarships 

 
 
 
 

Happy Valentines 
February 14th 

Shamrock Bracelet 
By Lisa Fitch 

                                                    
Program  -  Nicole G. 

Clasps 
 

      St. Patrick’s Day                  
       17th 

 
        Happy Easter 

       March 31 

 
 

 
     

 
 

 

 
 

 

      
 

Happy 4th  

 

Lotus Pendant 
Karen Williams/ Rozz 

 
Program  -  Use Extra time 
to Prepare Post Cards for 
Show. 

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

                   

 
 
 
Program  - 

 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 
        

 
     

Gulfport Gems, Editor  

P O Box 10136  

Gulfport, MS 39505  

Address Service Requested 

                                      
  THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FOR THE HARRISON COUNTY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc. 

 
     

    S H O W 
  18th & 19th 

Kumihimo 
By Nicole Green 

 
 

Program  -  

      Shaggy Earrings 

By Lynn & Laura Tate 

 

 

Program  -  

 

  
  
 
Program  -  

 
 

Netted Christmas   

Ornament  Part 1 

       By Lisa F. 
 

Program  -  

Unfinished Projects 

 

 
        

 
Program  -   

  Happy Halloween 

                 


