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 A message from the President. . .  

 
Dear Members,      

Springtime is in the air and art shows and fairs 

are underway across the Gulf Coast. The Mary 

C in Ocean Springs will be having a Jewelry 

and Art Fair March 25th.  

If you are interested in being a vendor, please 

call Barb Beatty at 228-238-9900 or Liz Platt at 

703-201-5189. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

President  Allan Elliott    

P.O. Box 10136                                                                                     

Gulfport, Ms. 39505                                                                                            

                 Member of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Society               

       Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

       Gulfport Gems  
         Volume 44                   March 2023             Number  3 

Est. 1979                                 

          www.facebook.com/gulfportgems             

          Website: www.gulfportgems.org 

Notes from the editor . . . 
Meeting: 
Meeting this month on March 18th, at 
Herbert Wilson Recreational Center 
with  board meeting following.       
Bring your lunch. 
 
 

Gems of the Month:  
Aquamarine & Bloodstone   
 

Scholarships: Sue West won 
with Lynn Tate as 1st Alternate and 
Sharon Greer as 2nd.   
 

Workshops: Cindy Braden will teach 
Tree of Life Pendant. Kits Available. 
 

Please consider volunteering to do a 
workshop. We still need instructors for 
September, October and November. 
Please Contact Laura, our Workshop 
Chairman you can still book for any 
month as we would like to have multi-
ple workshops each month. 
 

Program: 12:00– 12:30pm            
Earring Findings By Sue W. 
 

William Holland Special: Please see 
the flyer on page 14. 
 

Show: Our show is May 20th & 21st 
with Friday, May 19th as our setup day. 
Volunteers needed! Contact Laura, 
Show Chair to signup. Members are 
needed in all positions. If you are inter-
ested in a display case, inserts will be 
brought to the next meeting for you to 
arrange your jewelry on and bring to 
the show on Friday and they will be 
placed in the display boxes. 

Please continue to check our website 
and Facebook pages for updates. 

Workshops are posted on both. 

www.gulfportgems.org 

www.facebook.com/gulfportgems  

Board Meeting    
March 18, 2023 

Following regular 
meeting 
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HCGMS — February 18, 2023  

 
 

 
 Call To Order: by President, Allen Elliott at 1:00pm 
Members in Attendance: 17 Members (Allan E, Lisa F, 
Rosalind ND, Lynn T, Laura T, Nicole G, 
Judi M, Leslie J, Sharon G, Karen W, Julie B, Cindy B, 
Sue W, Shirley R, Beverly B, Janet B, Jina M.) 
Minutes: Correction to January’s minutes per Lisa Fitch, 
Serita Daniel is a member, not a guest. Motion made by 
Leslie Jancovich to accept January’s minutes, second by 
Judi Marks, motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report: provided by Treasurer, Nicole 
Green. Balances for checking, savings, and CD provided. 
Took in $2900.00 for Vendors, plus a couple of hundred 
for the day. Paid SFMS membership fees and getting 
ready to send them a check for liability insurance. Motion 
made by Lisa Fitch to accept the Treasurer’s report, sec-
ond by Sue West, motion carried. 
Committee Reports 
Facebook: Laura Tate stated that there is nothing new to 
add. She does have our meeting on Facebook but nothing 
on our workshops. Advertisement for our show usually 
does not start for a couple weeks before the show. Leslie 
Jancovich asked about the Golden Ticket for the Gem 
Show and asked Lisa to let her know so that she can add 
it to the website. 
Newsletter: Lisa Fitch, Vice President, asked that mem-
bers let her know if you do not receive a newsletter. Allen 
Elliott mentioned the Bench Tips. Lisa Fitch stated that if 
there is something you would like to see in the newsletter, 
please let her know. 
Workshop: Per Laura Tate, have a couple of people sign 
up for workshops for later. Next month Cindy (Cynthia) 
Braden will teach a Tree of Life Pendant. Lynn and Laura 
Tate were discussing teaching a class on how to make 
jump rings. Allen Elliott found a box that contained Jew-
eler’s Saw’s that the club purchased several years ago so 
they talked about using the saw’s but limiting the class to 
six, make jump rings, then teach how to cut them with the 
Jeweler’s Saw. April, Rosalind Norvel-Daniels will teach 
a Bling Bracelet, May is the Gem and Mineral Show, 
June, Nicole Green with teach Hoop Earrings. Still look-
ing for instructors for classes. Laura and Lynn Tate will 
do a wire wrap Christmas Tree Pendant. Sue West of-
fered to teach another class in July. That still leaves, Sep-
tember, October, and November open for workshops. 
Eventually we would like to go back to having more than 
one workshop. Allen Elliott asked if there is anybody 
who has an idea on workshops they would like to see 
done? Julie Boudreaux offered to do a Cold Connection 
workshop in August. Allen also asked if anyone would be 
interested in making pendants or earrings out of stain 
glass? Look at YouTube for “Stained Glass Jewelry”. It 
can be done with pinpoint soldier tips. Allen will look 

into material needed and ways to hold up the material 
while working on the pieces. Sue West said she will do 
a demo at our next meeting on how to make earring 
findings. Asked Nicole if she would be interested to 
teach enameling. We will consider teaching Etching. 
Allen Elliott stated he would be willing to teach stained 
glass. 
Equipment: Per Cynthia Braden, nothing to add cur-
rently. Per Allen Elliott, used the new saw which looks 
identical to the old saw but works much better. The saw 
blade that is on there will work good for a while then 
will need replacing in the future. There is a vice for the 
saw that should not be used to slice anything until the 
blade for is replaced. Cynthia Braden made a motion to 
not go over $100.00 for a new blade, second by Lisa 
Fitch. 
Sunshine: Nicole Green trying to reach Clemencia 
Howe to see if she is coming back. Sent out 14 cards to 
members we have not seen in a while. 
Show Report: Laura Tate stated that we always need 
volunteers for the show. Looking for someone to take 
over advertising. Asked Sue West if she would do the 
vendor hospitality room again. Sue stated that she 
would and that this year we should go back to the cov-
ered dish. Purchase chicken and have members bring 
sides. She will put something together. Sign-up sheets 
are available. Laura Tate will continue doing the MC, 
Lisa agreed to do the entry again, spoke with Reba 
Shotts about running the demo desk but due difficul-
ties, will need someone to take over this area. Sue West 
volunteered to handle that area. Membership desk last 
year went unused. Suggested to add it to the demon-
stration table and have a membership corner. Allen El-
liott agreed it would be a good idea to have the mem-
bership area with the demo area. Laura stated that she 
should not have to make five demo boxes. Members 
need to take the display boxes and fill them with your 
work. Nicole Green will bring the display boxes in 
April for member to take and fill up. Sue will check to 
see if she has any brochures/trifolds. Allen Elliott in-
quired about placing brochures/trifolds/postcards at the 
Welcome Center on the State line. June Mortin sug-
gested leaving some at the welcome center in Biloxi or 
Hwy. 90. Nicole Green said we have 42 in the storage. 
Will look into cost to purchase more. Lynn Tate stated 
that she increased the Vendor fees by a little. Julie Bou-
dreaux made a motion to increase the admission fee to 
$6.00 with $1.00 off if they have a coupon, second by 
Allen Elliott, motion carried. Lynn Tate asked if all 
transactions need to be brought to the board pertaining 
to advertising? Per Nicole Green, advertising last year 
was $3036.00.  
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HCGMS — February 18, 2023  

 

 

 
Prices have increased in all areas. Sharon Greer suggested 
that we cut back on the billboard due to cost and the num-
ber of responses received, utilize those funds in a differ-
ent area where we show more return for the money. Laura 
Tate recommended that someone else take over advertis-
ing if restrictions placed on how advertising is handled. 
Judi Marks made a motion to increase the budget for ad-
vertising to $3500 and let them make decisions as need-
ed, second by Leslie Jancovich, motion carried. Contracts 
sent out to all of the Vendors we had last year. Received 
10 contracts back. We are looking at bringing back the 
potluck on Friday and adding back the kids table. Per Al-
len Elliott, if/when we get more members in the club the 
kids table is something we can add back next year. 
Communications: 
Old Business: Will wait until Reba Shotts has returned to 
swear in 
New Business: Nicole Green and Allen Elliott went to 
Regions Bank in Gulfport to take Sue West, former Presi-
dent off of the accounts and to add Allen Elliott, Presi-
dent to the accounts. They were more difficult than Bay 
St. Louis. Bank Representative stated that the Banks are 
really cracking down on how to handle transitions. They 
will need a letterhead of the minutes showing Allen is 
approved, and the account number. She also stated that 
Nicole Green nor Allen Elliott is on the savings, and she 
could not tell them who was. They cannot add anybody 
unless someone who is already on the account go with 
them. Per Allen, a letter from the IRS is needed stating 
that the club is recognized as a 5013C non-profit. Per Sue 
West, the club files every year and that information might 
suffice. Per Allen Elliott, will work to resolve issues. Ju-
lie and Sue West will be having an anniversary party at 
Gallery 782 in Biloxi, on March 3rd, 2033, 5:00 pm- 8:00 
pm. Nicole Green recognized Allen Elliott, and Sharon 
Greer for perfect attendance. Sue West won this year’s 
scholarship, 1st alternate is Lynn Tate, 2nd alternate is 
Sharon Greer. 
Split the Pot won by Rosalind Norvel-Daniels 
Door Prizes: Leslie Jancovich, Lynn Tate, Sue West, Ni-
cole Green, Lisa Fitch all won door prizes. 
Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 2:35pm 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
       

       

   
Good Things come to those who Believe, 

 
Better Things come to those who are Patient  

 
And the  

Best Things come to those who   
Don’t Give Up. 

Thought of the Day . . . 
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Dan & Julie Boudreau 
Eddie & Lynn Tate 

Baked Garlic with  

Roquefort and Rosemary 

                                                       Submitted by Leslie Jancovich   / Picture from Internet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preheat Oven: 375 Degrees    12 servings  

INGREDIENTS: 

• 6 whole heads garlic  

• 3 tablespoons butter, cut into 6 slices 

• 1/4 cup olive oil 

• 1  14-1/2 ounce can (or more) chicken broth. 

 

 

Cook the whole garlic heads in a rustic oven-to-table serving dish if you have one, or transfer 

them to a pretty platter after baking. Guest dip the bread into the cooking juices, then spread it 

with the garlic and melted cheese. 

Cut 1/2 inch off top end (opposite root end) of each garlic head, exposing top of garlic cloves.   

Remove any loose papery outer skin. Place garlic cut side up in nonaluminum baking dish.  

Top with butter.  

Pour oil over.  

Add 1 can of broth and wine to dish.  

Sprinkle chopped rosemary over garlic. Place 2 rosemary sprigs in dish. 

Season with Pepper. 

Can be made 8 hours ahead. Cover: chill)  

Bake uncovered until garlic is tender, basting every 15 minutes with pan juices and adding more 

broth if necessary to maintain some sauce in dish, about 1 hour 15 minutes.   

Add cheese to dish and continue baking until cheese is almost melted, about 10 minutes.           

 Happy  Birthday 

Charley Cavanaugh     
Aurora King 

Rosalind Norvel-Daniels                 

• 1/4 cup dry white wine  

• 2 teaspoons chopped fresh rosemary  

• Fresh Rosemary Sprig 

• 8 oz. Roquefort cheese, crumbled 

• Crusty Bread , sliced 
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       How many Legs? 
  There are 7 girls in a bus. 
   Each girl has 7 backpacks.   
   In each backpack, there are 7 cats. 
   For every cat, there are 7 kittens. 
 
   How many legs are there in the bus? 
 
 PS: Paws are considered legs, and a cat has 4 paws. 
 PPS: This is a real math problem, not a trick question 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humor and Fun  

Answers in April’s newsletter. 
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February 18,  2023   Workshop 

Program: Nicole G. demonstrated 
how to use a torch with findings. 

Sue West’s Class  

Judi Marks above worked on her necklace pictured.  Sue provided kits along with 
tools for her class. Below: Right to Left: Shirley, Julie, Jina, Beverly, Judi, Cindy, Sue, 
& Nicole. President Allan E. observes (picture on right) and teaches me (Lisa) to cab. 

Leslie works on her necklace below and chats with Sharon and Rozz (opposite 
Leslie) while Shirley smiles for the camara.   
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Karen modeled her necklace and 
made the earrings too! 

Everyone hard at work on their necklaces and Karen W. (right) and Rozz (left) walk 
around to observe everyone’s work. Not Pictured: Me (Lisa) taking pictures. 

Laura (below left) with her mom Lynn (bottom right) did theirs in sterling 
silver. Lynn’s work on (bottom right) was textured and quite pretty as it 
was different than everyone else’s. They also had these really nice mats! 

Laura’s work  
Lynn’s work  
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Workshop Chairman:                                                                                                

 wanderingmsrn@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                            

WORKSHOPS  

       March 18, 2023  
Laura Tate 
228-342–2971 

           Tree of Life Pendent     
                  By  Cindy Braden    
                

                Kits Available  $20.00 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

               Cabbing Workshops 
 

If you are interested in cabbing we have in-
structors available to teach you.  Time may 
be limited if other members are waiting to 
use the machines. 
 $3.00 per Day for equipment usage 
 Must be a member (waiver on file) 
 Guest not allowed to use equipment 
 

Contact Equipment Chairman 
      Cindy Braden  -  706-266-0221 

 
 

    Upcoming  2023 Workshops 

 
 
March   Tree of Life Pendant     Cindy B.           
 
April      Bling Bracelet               Rozz 
 
May          **SHOW**         No Workshop 
 
June       Hoop Earrings             Nicole  
 
July                    ?                         Sue W. 
 
August      Cold Connection        Julie B. 

 
 
 

Workshops are offered free!  

Visitors are always welcome  

Material List: 

1 Thin Bracelet 

1    Tube Gemstones 

21 Gauge of Para Wire 

Tools: 

Mat       

Ruler or Measuring Tape 

Wire Cutters 

File 

UPCOMING APRIL PROJECT    By Rosalind 
 

BLING  BRACELET 
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    Aquamarine 

                      FACTS 
 

• Mineral: beryl 

• Chemistry: Be3Al2Si6O18 

• Color: greenish blue, light in tone 

• Refractive index: 1.577 to 1.583 

• Birefringence: 0.005 to 0.009 

• Specific gravity: 2.72 
• Mohs Hardness: 7.5 to 8.0 
 

The serenely colored aquamarine invokes the tranquil-
ity of its namesake, the sea. In fact, the 
name aquamarine is derived from the Latin word aq-
ua, meaning water, and marina, meaning the sea. 
Aquamarine is most often light in tone and ranges 
from greenish blue to blue-green; the color usually is 
more intense in larger stones, and darker blue stones 
are very valuable. This gemstone is mined mainly in 
Brazil, but also is found in Nigeria, Madagascar, Zam-
bia, Pakistan, and Mozambique. 
 

March’s birthstone was also thought to enhance the 
happiness of marriages. Like many beryls, aquamarine 
forms large crystals suitable for sizable fashioned 
gems and carvings. The favored cuts are emerald 
(step) and brilliant cut with long or rectangular shapes. 
Turbid stones get a cabochon cut.  

Heated Aquamarine: Most commercially available aq-
uamarines are already heated. They can even be treat-
ed at the mine before they reach the market. This ap-
plies to finished stones as well as rough. Not all aqua-
marine can be heated successfully. Stones from some 
sources will crack and break apart during treatment 
and thus aren’t normally heated. In general, aquama-
rine is usually under stress along the length of the 
crystal at about a third to the middle of its thickness. 
Beryl tends to crack lengthwise. Since most aquama-
rine isn’t that big around, yields and stone sizes will 
decrease dramatically when it cracks. Seeing green in 
rough beryl doesn’t necessarily mean the stone is un-
heated. Stones from some locations retain some green 
color even when heated successfully. Heating an aqua-
marine with a flaw, bubble, or inclusion will usually 
make the problem grow. Even if you only see a hint of 
a flaw, that may indicate there are problems in the 
stone you can’t see. 

History & Lore: This gemstone was believed to pro-
tect sailors, as well as to guarantee a safe voyage. The 
serene blue or blue-green color of aquamarine is said 
to cool the temper, allowing the wearer to remain calm 
and levelheaded. 
 

In the Middle Ages, many believed that the simple act 
of wearing aquamarine was a literal antidote to poi-
soning. The Romans believed that if you carved a frog 
into a piece of aquamarine jewelry, it would help to 
reconcile differences between enemies and make new 
friends. 
 

Still, other historical groups took this lore even fur-
ther, using aquamarine as gifts to the bride at a wed-
ding in order to symbolize long unity and love. Some 
even believed it could re-awaken love between two 
people. 
 

The Sumerians, Egyptians, and Hebrews all admired 
aquamarine, and many warriors would wear it into bat-
tle to bring about victory. Many ancient medicines 
used powder from aquamarine to help cure all manner 
of infection, but it was said to be particularly good for 
eye ailments. 
 

It is also considered to be a great addition to mental 
health and is used widely as a symbol in Tarot as well 
as a meditation aid and is said to help one cultivate 
more inner tranquility. It is also considered by some to 
be a great aligner of the spiritual and the physical, for 
those who feel out of harmony or alignment with one-
self. 
No matter how you use aquamarine—either as a piece 
of jewelry or as an aid in a spiritual journey—its cool, 
tranquil color is the perfect complement to any skin 
tone or setting. 

 
 

 

Wedding Anniversaries—19th    

The picture on left is             

aquamarine in its natural 

state.  

After being cut in half and the 

left side heated for an hour at 

400 degrees it  becomes  blue. 

Sources: americangemsociety.com,         

gemsociety.org, gia.edu, gemselect.com, 

Wikipedia.com, Pinterest. 
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In the late 1980s, an exceptionally large aquamarine crystal was found by three Brazilian miners in Ped-
ra Azul, Minas Gerais, Brazil but accidentally dropped the meter-long aquamarine, breaking it into three 
pieces. A Brazilian buyer purchased the fragmented pieces. The finest and largest piece was saved and 
transformed into what is now known as the Dom Pedro Aquamarine.  
 
The other two pieces were cut and faceted into gems that were sold commercially. The portion of the 
crystal from which the Dom Pedro emerged weighed almost 60 pounds and was approximately 2/3 me-
ter (2 feet) in length.   
 
In 1991, Jürgen Henn, a gem dealer from Idar-Oberstein, Germany visited the Brazilian miner who 
owned the aquamarine crystal, and he was permitted to examine and photograph the specimen but was 
unable to purchase the stone. This was the largest, finest, most important aquamarine he had ever seen. 
Henn immediately thought of his friend and colleague, Bernd Munsteiner, as the person who could do 
something truly special with this aquamarine.              

A year later when Henn heard the aquamarine was for sale, he immediately asked Bernard Munsteiner 
to make the trip to Brazil to inspect the crystal. Instead Bernard sent his son, Tom Munsteiner, also an 
accomplished gem artist, along with Jürgen’s son, Axel Henn, to Brazil to examine the crystal. Axel and 
Tom faced many challenges while in Brazil: convincing the   Brazilian owner to sell the aquamarine to 
them, staying under the radar of other gem dealers, getting it out of Brazil without harm to themselves 
or the gem, and safely transporting this  extremely valuable crystal back to Idar-Oberstein. The aquama-
rine was safely delivered into the hands of master cutter and gem artist, Bernard Munsteiner. 

 

                 

                                                                 

                  “Dom Pedro”  

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest piece of the original crystal 
mined in Pedra Azul, Minas Gerais, Brazil 
was approximately two feet in length and 
weighed almost 60 pounds.  
Photo courtesy of Bernard Munsteiner. 

                            

Heart 
 

32.10-carat heart-shaped 
  

Brazilian Aquamarine  

                    

http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/crystal.htm
http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/jurgen-henn.htm
http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/idar-oberstein.htm
http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/bernd-munsteiner.htm
http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/tom-munsteiner.htm
http://mineralsciences.si.edu/collections/dom-pedro/info/axel-henn.htm
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Bloodstone is a dark green variety of chalcedony 
adorned with a splatter of bright red. It has been a pop-
ular gemstone for at least two thousand years and has 
served as the modern birthstone for the month of March 
since 1912. Bloodstone is sometimes referred to as 
"heliotrope" by European authors and in works of the 
18th century and earlier. 

Physical Properties 

As a member of the chalcedony family, bloodstone is a 
cryptocrystalline quartz. It inherits from that a conchoi-
dal fracture and a hardness of approximately 7 on the 
Mohs hardness scale. However, the hardness of blood-
stone is usually slightly lower, at about 6.5. 
The lower hardness and opaque diaphaneity are at-
tributed to included mineral matter of at least several 
percent on the basis of weight. Tiny inclusions of chlo-
rite, amphibole, and pyroxene are thought to contribute 
to the green base colors of bloodstone. The splashes of 
red are concentrations of iron oxide minerals - most 
likely hematite. 

The most highly regarded bloodstone has a solid base 
color of deep forest green. On top of that is a light 
splatter of sharply contrasting and clearly visible blood-
red dots. These are arranged in a spray or a random pat-
tern as if they were blood spatter. 

Specimens with this preferred color scheme and pattern 
are rare. Some people relate this color pattern to the 
"Blood of Christ" and give it a religious significance. 
That is where the name "bloodstone" and some of the 
gem's popularity are derived. 

It is unusual to find green chalcedony with markings 
that are only red in color. Usually there are dots, bands, 
or streaks of white, yellow, orange, and brown. If these 
other colors are less abundant than the red markings, 
the material is still called bloodstone by many people. 
 

When colors other than red dominate, either alone or as 
a group, the material is usually called "fancy jasper." 
The name "jasper" is used because opaque chalcedony 
is, by definition, a jasper. Bloodstone is not called 
"jasper" because the name "bloodstone" is more specif-
ic. 

Bloodstone Localities 

Most bloodstone used today is mined and cut in  

India. Other sources of bloodstone include Australia, 
Brazil, China, and Madagascar. In the United States, 
small deposits of bloodstone have been found in 
California, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington. 
Bloodstone forms at shallow depths and low temper-
atures by precipitation from silica-rich groundwaters 
in fractures and cavities. 

Lapidary Use:  Top-quality bloodstone is almost 

always cut into cabochons. Some is also cut into 

wands, small sculptures, bowls, and other utility ob-

jects. Occasionally it is cut into large faceted stones. 

A large amount of middle to lower grade material is 

processed in rock tumblers to produce tumbled 

stones. 

Bloodstone has historically been a stone of men's 
jewelry. It was often cut with a signet design, 
mounted into a ring, and used to seal documents and 
letters. Today, flat-top or gently domed cabochons 
are popular in men’s rings and cufflinks. It is some-
times cut in relief or intaglio with the bust of a war-
rior, a dragon, family crest, national symbol, or other 
motif. 

Bloodstone as "Aphrodisiac" ?  In India, speci-

mens of bloodstone with the finest colors are 

crushed, ground into a powder, and used as an aph-

rodisiac. This use removes much of the best blood-

stone from the gem and jewelry market. The price 

for a gram of aphrodisiac rough is higher than the 

price for a gram of cutting rough. 

Bloodstone as a "Healing Stone": For at least two 

thousand years, many people have believed that 

bloodstone has "healing and protective properties" 

that are beneficial to people who own it, wear it, or 

carry it on their person. It has been thought to con-

trol bleeding and inflammation, among other things. 

For these reasons many people wear bloodstone 
rings or pendants as a talisman. Within the past few 
decades, these beliefs have seen a revival in the 
United States as part of the New Age movement. 
There is no scientific or medical evidence that these 
beliefs have any medical value beyond the placebo 
effect. 

https://geology.com/gemstones/
https://geology.com/gemstones/birthstones/
https://geology.com/minerals/quartz.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/mohs-hardness-scale.shtml
https://geology.com/gemstones/inclusions/
https://geology.com/minerals/chlorite.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/chlorite.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/hornblende.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/pyroxene.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/hematite.shtml
https://geology.com/world/australia-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/brazil-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/china-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/madagascar-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/the-united-states-of-america-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/gemstones/states/california.shtml
https://geology.com/gemstones/states/nevada.shtml
https://geology.com/gemstones/states/oregon.shtml
https://geology.com/cabochons/
https://geology.com/rock-tumblers/
https://geology.com/store/tumbled-stones/
https://geology.com/store/tumbled-stones/
https://geology.com/gemstones/gems/
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            Bench Tips from Brad  

Smart Solutions for Your Jewelry Making Problems 

http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

 www. bradsmithjewelry.com 
Articles are copyrighted by Brad Smith  

                       MODIFYING PLIERS  
 

Pliers-1 
Sometimes a few changes to your tools 
can make work go faster and improve the 
quality at the same time. Stock tools need to be polished 
and can be customized using standard jewelry skills. Here's 
an example:                                                                         
While making a lot of chainmaile, I noticed I was ending 
up with a few scratched jump rings that required extra 
cleanup time before the chain could be polished. So I start-
ed looking into what I was doing wrong. 
Making jump rings and weaving them into chainmaile de-
signs involves a lot of opening and closing of the rings. I 
typically use two square jaw pliers to do this, one for each 
hand.  The jaws of my pliers were pretty much scratch free 
because on a new tool I typically relieve any sharp edges, 
sand away any tool marks on working surfaces and give 
those areas a quick polish. 

Pliers-2 
That helped but was not the whole problem. 
While making chain, rings would sometimes 
slip out of the pliers or slide within the jaws as I was trying 
to twist them open or closed. I noticed the jaws close at an 
angle, and gave me the idea of forming a groove at the end 
of the jaw that would grasp the ring gently without scratch-
ing it. Not only have these pliers worked well for chain-
maile, but I've found several other problem jobs that this 
modification solves very nicely. 
Pliers-3 
To make up what I needed, I bought two 
inexpensive sets of square jaw pliers. My 
preference is for jaws that are about 3.5 -
  4mm wide.  This provides a good fit for 
the jump rings I use, You need to have enough metal at the 
tip of the jaws to be able to cut a groove that's deep 
enough,  If your plier tips are too thin, you'll have to cut 
them back. Locate and mark the position on the jaw where 
the thickness is about 1.6 - 2mm.   
 

Pliers-4 
Cut the tips off with a cutoff wheel or 
grind them off with a bench grinder. If 
using a cutoff wheel, be sure to brace 
and hold both the workpiece and the 
rotating handpiece securely. If either moves, you will 
break the abrasive disk. And remember when cutting 
any metal with a motorized tool, be sure to use good 
eye protection. A little piece of debris in your eye 
makes for a bad day.  
 
Pliers-5 
Cut the tips off with a cutoff wheel or 
grind them off with a bench grinder. If 
using a cutoff wheel, be sure to brace 
and hold both the workpiece and the rotating handpiece 
securely. If either moves, you will break the abrasive 
disk. And remember when cutting any metal with a mo-
torized tool, be sure to use good eye protection. A little 
piece of debris in your eye makes for a 
bad day.  
 

Pliers-6 
Now to make the grooves round so they 
grasp the wire without distorting it,  I close the jaws and 
run a drill through the opening formed by the two rough 
grooves.  I start with a small drill and followed up with 
a drill just slightly smaller than the wire size I want to 
grip. In my case that was 14 gauge wire, so I chose a 
#53 drill.  Finally, the shape of the grooves needs to be 
refined.  I used a coarse, knife edge, silicone polishing 
wheel on the flexshaft to polish off all marks left by the 
drill and to round off the outer edges of the groove.  
 

Pliers-7 
Test for proper fit by laying a jump ring 
into each groove.  In particular, inspect 
the way the edges of the groove contact 
the inside of the ring. You may need to 
widen the groove at this point to avoid 
the pliers leaving a nick. Do a final polish so the jaws 
will not scratches as they grip a ring.  I used a medium 
grit, knife edge, silicone polishing wheel but a sewn 
buff with tripoli or Zam would also work well. 

http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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    American Federation News            Southeast Federation News   

 

                      A.L.A.A.  
Have you joined the American Lands Access Asso-
ciation (ALAA)?  Help is needed. Please volunteer! 
 
The organization was founded to promote and ensure 
the right of the amateur hobby collecting, recreational 
prospecting and mining, and the use of public and 
private lands for educational and recreational purpos-
es and to carry the voice of all amateur collectors and 
hobbyists to our elected officials, government regula-
tors and public land managers.  
 
Individual dues are $25 per year; clubs $50 per year.  
 
A quarterly newsletter is sent to all members.  
For more information,  
Visit http://amlands.org 

 
Shirley Leeson, President 

 

A.F.M.S. Newsletter 

 Subscriptions are $4.50 per year 
 

         Checks should be made payable to “AFMS” 
AFMS Central Office 

Steve Weinberger 
PO Box 302 

Glyndon, MD 21071-0302 
 

     central_office@amfed.org    PH: 410-833-7926 

AFMS 2023 Annual Convention  
 

  October 28-29, 2023 
St. Lucie County Gem Show in Port St Lucie, FL 

S.F.M.S. Newsletter 

Subscription to Lodestar is FREE electronically    

   Email: sfms.lodestar@gmail.com  Or             

Editor: Lori Heinemann 
Can be read online:   

 http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 
 

www.amfed.org   

SFMS 2023 Annual Convention  
 

March 11, 2023 
 

Live Oak,  FL 

    William Holland School of Lapidary Arts  
                          706-379-2126 
 

        Website @www.lapidaryschool.org  
 

    Federation Week  Jun 4  -  10, 2023   
                

        Classes are subject to change 
   Visit the website for a list of classes 

                WILDACRES RETREAT          
                         828-756-4573 
 

Website @www.wildscres.org 

      registrarwildacres@gmail.com Claudia Erwin 
 

When scheduling keep in mind, workshops are 
subjected to change without notice.  
 

 Please check the website for changes. 
 

Federation Weeks August 4th  - 20th 
      

      2nd Week   September 11th  -17th 

       Dixie Mineral Council  
 
For a monthly list of field 
trips, visit their website.   

 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html 

 Other Interests:         International Society of Glass Blowers            Website: www.isgb.org                                                       

Visit site if you like Lampworking   

       Nearby Gem Societies  
 

  Ms. Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society 

       www.mgcgms.com    
  Meeting: 2nd Saturday of the month 
 

  Mobile Rock and Gem Society 

  www.mobilerockandgem.com  

  Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month 
 

  Gem & Mineral Society of Louisiana 

  Meeting: 2nd Monday of the month 

  Contact: Levette @ 504-214-3205 

http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html
http://www.isgb.org
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  FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF SHOWS VISIT - amfed.org 

3/18-19/2023—TAMPA, FL: Fossil Fest; Tampa Bay Fossil Club; Florida State Fairgrounds; 4800 
US 
Hwy. 301; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $8, children under 12 free; ; contact Barbara Fite, (813) 977-
0892; e-mail: bfite1@tampabay.rr.com; Web site: tampabayfossilclub.com 
 

3/24-26/2023—HICKORY, NC: Annual show; Catawba Valley Gem & Mineral Club, Inc; Hickory 
Metro Convention Center, 1960 13th Ave. Drive, SE; Fri & Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5; Admission is $6 
which is good for all three days. Children 12 and under are admitted free. Law enforcement officers 
and active or retired military with credentials, Scouts and Leaders in uniform will be admitted free 
anytime during this 3 day event; The Facebook page with show news is Catawba Valley Gem & Min-
eral Club, Inc. Annual Show; contact Dean Russell, (828) 303-1448;                                                   
Email: cvgmcsecretary@aol.com; Website: cvgmc.com 
 

3/24-26/2023—JACKSONVILLE, FL: Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society; Jacksonville Fair 
Grounds, 510 Fairgrounds Place, Jacksonville, FL 32202; Fri & Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5; Admission is $5 
per day or $8 for weekend. $1 off for 65+, military, police and fire personnel. Kids 12 and under and 
Scouts in uniform are free. 
 

3/31-4/2/2023—RALEIGH, NC: Annual show; Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club; Kerr Scott Bldg, NC 
Fairgrounds, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd; Fri. 3-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free; contact Cyndy Hummel, (919) 
779-6220; Email: mchummel@mindspring.com; Website: tarheelclub.org 
 

4/22-23/2023 MEMPHIS, TN: Memphis Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry Show. Sponsored by the Memphis 
Archaeological and Geological Society. Memphis Agricenter 7777 Walnut Grove Road, Memphis, 
Sat. 9-6:00 pm, Sun. 10-5pm. Adults $6.00. 2- day pass $8.00.Children 12 & under $2.00. Scouts in 
uniform free, www.theearthwideopen. wixsite. com, email ino@theearthwideopen.com. Contact WC 
McDaniel 901-490-3575 
 

5/12-14/2023 MARIETTA, GA: Georgia Mineral Society 54th Annual Mother's Day Weekend Gem, 
Mineral, Jewelry, and Fossil Show, Cobb Civic Center 548 South Marietta Pkwy SE Marietta, GA 
3006. Fri-Sat. 10-6, Sun. Noon-5. Free Parking and Admission. https://www.gamineral.org/
showmain.html  
5/19-21/2023—FRANKLIN, NC: The Franklin Gem & Mineral Society; Robert C. Carpenter Com-
munity Bldg., 1288 Georgia Rd, Franklin, NC. Fri-Sat 10-6, Sun. 10-4; contact Chandra Fox, (706) 

AKS GEM SHOW  Presents  New Orleans Bead & Jewelry Show 
 

Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd., Kenner, La. 70065  
Admission Fee $5.00 Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-6pm / Sun 10am-4pm  Phone: 504-265-8830 

Email info@aksshow.com with inquiries  

 Visit website www.aksshow.com and GET A COUPON FOR $1.OO OFF Admission  

April 28, 29, 30th  -  July 7,8,9th  -  September 8,9,10th  -  November 3,4,5th 

mailto:info@aksshow.com
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 Officers  2023 
 

President  -  Allan Elliott  Allan.K.Elliott@gmail.com 
Vice President  - Lisa Fitch  lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
Secretary -  Rosalind Norvel-Daniels            
                                            Dzignsbyrozz@gmail.com      

Treasurer  -  Nicole Green       nfouasnon@gmail.com 

Directors    
Lynn Tate  (3 yr.)                          l.tate4@gmail.com              
Sharon Greer  (2 yr.)            3catsgreer@bellsouth.net   

Reba Shotts (1 yr.)   Buddynrebashotts@bellsouth.net   
 

                         Committee Members 
 
 

Workshop & Facebook Chairman                   
Laura Tate                     wanderingmsrn@gmail.com 

Equipment Chairmen 
Cindy Braden                                      228-243-2665     
Field Trip Chairman                 
Sharon Greer                       3catsgreer@bellsouth.net        
Librarian Chairman                                            
Sue West                             msuewest@bellsouth.net 
Newsletter Editor                        
Lisa Fitch                         lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 
Sunshine  &  Hospitality Chairman                 
Clemencia Howe              clemenhowe@hotmail.com 
Show Chairmen                            
Lynn Tate                                     l.tate4@gmail.com            
Webmaster  & Workshop Chairman                                 
Leslie Jancovich                     ljancovich@gmail.com 
Assistant Webmaster 
Nicole Green                            nfouasnon@gmail.com 
   

   Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies  
 

Ms. State Director , Parliamentarian & Boundaries  
Leslie Lane                                          601-344-8171 

Past President  SFMS 
John Wright                            osjbw@cableone.com 

 

  

 

   

  Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Information  

Copyright 2023 Harrison County Gem & Mineral Society Newsletter known as Gulfport Gems. All rights reserved. Especially those items that are      

specifically copyrighted by their authors. Unless otherwise credited, articles are by the editor.  

        Articles and minutes are due by the last day of each month 

 
 

                     Newsletter Editor 
                              
                               Lisa Fitch 
              Submit newsletter articles to:               

                  lapidaryarts@hotmail.com 

 

Meetings / Workshops   
      

     Herbert Wilson Recreational  Center  

3625 Hancock Avenue  

Gulfport, Ms. 39501 
 

3rd Saturday of each month  
     

     9 am  - 12 pm        Workshop 
 

12 pm   -  12:30pm   Program 
      

             12 pm  -  1 pm          Lunch 
 

               1 pm  -  2 pm          Meeting  
 

    

Directions:   Coming from Pass Road or Hwy. 90 

turn on Courthouse Road.  

Turn next to Hancock Bank on 33rd Street until you 

reach Hancock Street. Look to your left and you 

will see the Herbert Wilson Recreational Center. 

We are on the left side of building thru the gates.  
    

   Come for fun . . . Stay to play! 
 

Visit our Website and Facebook page: 

 www.gulfportgems.org  or                                       

https://www.facebook.com/gulfportgems 

2023 MEETING DATES 
  

 Jan  21st           May   20th & 21st  

 Feb 18th           June 17th       Sept 16th 

 Mar 18th          July 15th         Oct  21st 

 April 15th        Aug  19th         Nov 18th 
                       

               Dec 16th  



Gulfport Gems  Vol.  44  Number   3                               17                                                                   March  2023 

 

 

   Contact Our Treasurer: Nicole Green  (228) 344-8066  Email: nfouasnon@gmail.com 

 

Our goal is to promote, educate and stimulate interest in the earth sciences and lapidary arts context. 
 



 

January 21 

September  16 

May 20 

February 18 March 18 April 15 

August 19 July 15 June 17 

December 16 November 18 October  21 

     Orb Earrings 

     By Lisa Fitch 
 

Brick Stitch              
Sweetheart Earrings  

By Cindy Braden 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy New Years 

Copper Necklace 
By Sue West 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Valentines 

February 14th 

Tree of Life 
By Cindy B. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
      St. Patrick’s Day                  

       17th 

 
 

 
     

 
 

 

 
 

 

      
 

Happy 4th  

 

Bling  Bracelet 
By Rozz ND 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Happy Easter 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 
        

 
     

Gulfport Gems, Editor  

P O Box 10136  

Gulfport, MS 39505  

Address Service Requested 

                                      
 THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FOR THE HARRISON COUNTY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc. 

 
     

    S H O W 
  20th & 21st 

Hoop Earrings 
By Nicole G. 

                    

                      ? 
             By Sue W. 

           

     
 

 

 

      

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
      Happy Halloween 
             Oct. 31st 

 
 

         Cold Connection 
             By Julie B. 

 
        

 
 
 


