Calvary Creation-Care Coordination Team
	November 19, 2025	

Members present: Jack Behr, Bob Dickerson, Naomi Powers-Baker, Joel Halbritter, Cathy Halbritter

Jack opened the meeting with a devotion from “The Green Bible Devotional”. 

The minutes of the October 21, 2025 meeting were approved as distributed.

Old Business:
 Goal 1 – Organizing:
 Stewardship and Outreach Committee Volunteer Fair: Jack reported that one person signed up to help with the community garden. One person expressed interest in the Creation Care committee from the Time and Talents sheet. Cathy will contact her. 
 Goal 2 – Education:
 Benedictine Conversation Series with Pr. David Carlson, “Beyond Creation Care: Regenerative Faith Practices for Earth’s Healing” – 10/28: Jack participated in this and felt that it was not meant for the average lay person. 
 Goal 3 – Congregational Life: no discussion
 Goal 4 – Building and Grounds
 Community Garden: Discussion was held about needing someone to be able to lead this and at this point we don’t have that person. Joel suggested it might be helpful to research our options/costs for getting water for a potential garden. Jack will call and try to get some information. The next step would be to present this project to the church council and then look for leaders for this project. 
 Energy Efficiency/Renewable Energy:
 At this time we are not moving forward with a solar panel project; however, it would be helpful for the future project to have the following items addressed in the meantime:
i. Inclusion of solar project in strategic plan
ii. Evaluation of “Demand” costs
iii. Potential funding for future projects (e.g. J. Anderson Capital Fund / Carol Carlson Fund / Mission Endowment Fund)
iv.  Municipal Utilities policies related to renewable energy
 Goal 5 – Worship:
 Grounded in Creation: No report at this time but will keep this on the agenda..
 Goal 6 – Coordination: 
 Healthy Earth Healthy Kids EcoFair – Jack reported that it has been cancelled.
 However, Bethel, Vinje and Calvary continue to be interested in promoting creation care in the community. Possible options include the following:  Healthy Earth Event (without YMCA), Life Connections,and PWELC Earth Day. Joel suggested promoting a community clean up around Earth Day.
 Gabrielle Irle, Lutherans Restoring Creation, sent an email asking if there are any areas that she could assist us with in our planning or within the synod. Jack shared that he, Scott Glup, and Rick Loseth followed up with people who had said they were interested in Creation Care at the synod conference. One person was interested in a pollinator plot and one person is working on finding people within his congregation to start a creation care committee and may be attending the EcoFaith Summit next spring. 

New Business: Jack asked if there is information we should be sharing with the congregation through the Messenger. Discussed rotating reminders in the Messenger about silverware library, oral dental recycling, etc. 

Reminders:
· December 17 - next meeting
· April 18 - 2026 EcoFaith Summit of the Upper Midwest “From Fear to Fire: Igniting Community for a Planet in Peril” at First Lutheran Church, Duluth & Online
· April 25-26 - Calvary Earth Weekend

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

